
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries): 
 

Medical:   
Betty Sekely, Don Weideman 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment 
 

Mourning:  
Family of Mark Brozowski  
(Son of Bob and Betty Brozowski) 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name  
added to the prayer list, please contact the church office.  
Prayer requests for Thanksgiving, Milestone, Medical, and 
Mourning will remain on the list for two weeks.  Prayer  
requests for Long-term Illness/Treatment will remain for one 
month unless the church office is notified with an update on 
the individual.  Please be sure that you have the permission of 
the individual before contacting the church office to add 
them to the public prayer list. 
 
 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 
members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be 
made or arranged. 

 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
-Philippians 4:6-7 

   

  Last Week’s In-person Attendance: 346 
  Unified Received: $12,438.00 
  Other Contributions: $505.00 

  TOTAL: $12,943.00 
 

  Weekly Unified Needed: $14,230.77 

Please Pray 

Weekly Offerings  

Sunday, Is. 63:1–4 & Luke 2:21–40 
Monday, Is. 63:15—65:2 & Luke 2:41–52 
Tuesday, Is. 65:8–25 & Luke 3:1–20 
Wednesday, Is. 66:1–20 & Luke 3:21–38 
Thursday, Ezek. 1:1–14, 22–28 & Rom. 1:1–17 
Friday, Ezek. 2:1—3:11 & Rom. 1:18–32 
Saturday, Ezek. 3:12–27 & Rom. 2:1–16 

This week’s readings comes from the Daily Lectionary found 
in the Lutheran Service Book page 299. 

Week of  
January 03, 2021 

Join the  
St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries  
Facebook group for news, 

updates and daily  
encouragement! 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
 

1) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video near the 
restrooms.   
 

2) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 
medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

3) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

4) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

5) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  
 

Daily Lectionary 

+ Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. *with online reservations 
+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. 
+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. 
+ Sundays 9:15 a.m. *with online reservations 
+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
 

*The link for reservations is on the church website 
at stjohnsportage.com. 
 

Online Worship will continue to be on our Facebook 
pages and YouTube. A link to the service outline for the 
online worship service will be available on the church 
webpage along with the online worship schedule.   
 

Individual/household communion at the front of the 
sanctuary will continue to be offered at this time:  
Wednesdays 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
 
 

Masks are expected.  We have a limited quantity of 
disposable masks and gloves available.  We will be 
disinfecting common areas and pews between each 
service. Please practice social distancing and good 
hygiene habits. 

Worship Times 



We have a library! 
Have you ever wondered where our church library is  
and how to check out books?  Visit the church library  
located at the Welcome Center. 
 

If you find a book that piques your interest, take it home, 
read it, and return it.  It is just that simple! 
 

No paperwork – no hassle! 
 

We are not accepting book donations for the church  
library at this time.  

Support St. John’s Ministries 

             Prayer  

Have you noticed we are now putting  
birthday and anniversaries in the Cornerstone?  If we 
missed your birthday or anniversary, it might be  
because we don’t have the dates in our system.  If you do 
not see your birthday or anniversary in the  
Cornerstone, please contact the church office, and we 
will get your information updated in the system.  

Reminders 

Scrip is back, January 5!  
Place your Scrip orders by noon on Tuesdays, and they 
will be available for pick up after 12:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays. 
Sign up today!  
Visit: shop.shopwithscrip.com 
Click: Register 
Enrollment Code: Please call the church office,  
608-742-9000 for the enrollment code. 

St. John’s Church office hours: 
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Monday—Thursday 
 

St. John’s School office hours: 
7:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. Monday—Friday 
 

St. John’s Child Development Center office hours: 
6:00 a.m.– 5:30 p.m.  Monday—Friday 

Shop AmazonSmile 
 

Instead of shopping at amazon.com, simply shop at 
smile.amazon.com.  When you visit smile.amazon.com 
for the first time, you will be prompted to select a 
charitable organization from the list provided. 
Choose St. John's Lutheran Church, and 
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to St. John’s Lutheran 
Ministries.     

St. John’s has received $426.66 in 2020! 

Prayer On Entering A Church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your 
house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. In the multitude of Your tender 
mercies prepare my heart that I may 

enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy 
name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  Amen.  
 

Communion Prayer 
Almighty and Everlasting God, I thank and praise You 
for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, 
having with my mouth received the holy sacrament, I 
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen.  

Community Events 

Thank You 

LCMS Memory Verse Challenge 
The LCMS invites everyone to join together memorizing 
a verse together each week.  
This week’s memory verse:  
 

“You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 

Matthew 1:21 

If you are unable to attend in-person worship, 
you can watch on St. John's website, stjohsportage.com, 
or St. John's YouTube channel, Saint John's Lutheran 
Church - Portage, Wisconsin. The online worship 
premieres on Sundays at 8:00 a.m.   

Columbia County Right to Life gathers on the 
second Tuesday of every month in front of Planned 
Parenthood, 132 W. Cook St., in Portage from 5:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Please join to pray that abortion will no 
longer be a solution for unplanned pregnancies on 
Tuesday, January 12th, for all or part of the hour.  

Thank you for your Altar Guild contributions to our 
beautiful poinsettias. Your gift is appreciated. 
Given by: Gary & Liesa Zastrow 
In Memory of: Armond & Elaine Zastrow  
(Gary’s parents) and Gary Teeter (Liesa’s brother) 

Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast  
Our Sunday morning broadcast of the previous Sunday 
service continues at 10:00 a.m. on WPDR 1350 AM. 
Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order of service  
booklets ($30) may be sponsored in honor, or in 
memory, of a special person or occasion.   

Thank you to all who served on boards and 
committees, and to all who volunteered in 2020. It was a 
challenging year, and your support was appreciated.       
 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 

1 Peter 4:40 



To Your Temple, Lord, I Come LSB 981 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 
 Text and tune: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant 
that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
  The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for 
that was the great high place. Solomon used to 
offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At 
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give 
you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great 
and steadfast love to your servant David my 
father, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne this day. And now, O LORD 
my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of David my father, although I am but a little 
child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 
And your servant is in the midst of your people 
whom you have chosen, a great people, too many 
to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your 
great people?” 

 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 
this. And God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long 
life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, behold, I now do according to your word. 
Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so 
that none like you has been before you and none 
like you shall arise after you. I give you also what 
you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that 
no other king shall compare with you, all your 
days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping 
my statutes and my commandments, as your father 
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a 
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and 
made a feast for all his servants.   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
even as he chose us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon 
us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things 
in heaven and things on earth. 
 In him we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will, so that we who were the first 
to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory. In him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed 
in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom. And when the feast was ended, as they 
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but 

supposing him to be in the group they went a 
day’s journey, but then they began to search for 
him among their relatives and acquaintances, and 
when they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. And all who heard him were amazed at 



his understanding and his answers. And when his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. And his 
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us 
so? Behold, your father and I have been searching 
for you in great distress.” And he said to them, 
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” And 
they did not understand the saying that he spoke to 

them. And he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his 
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature 
and in favor with God and man.    

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 sts. 1, ref, 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 
 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 
  

Apostles’ Creed 
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.      

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.       

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

  



Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.”   

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
  

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Distribution 
  

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

The People That in Darkness Sat LSB 412 sts. 1, 3, 6 

 

 

 
 Tune and text: Public domain 
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