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www.stjohnsportage.com 

www.stjohnsportage.com 

+ Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
 *with online reservations 

 
+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. 

 
+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. 

 
+ Sundays 9:15 a.m.  

*with online reservations 
 

+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

*The link for reservations is on the church 
website at stjohnsportage.com. 

Altar Guild Flower Fund  

If you are interested in donating toward 
Christmas poinsettias, please fill out the 
following and return to the church office by 
December 20th. Checks payable to St. John’s 
Altar Guild. Please do not place in an offering. 
 
A Gift In Loving Memory of: 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Given by:  
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
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Just to See Us Smile 
 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to 
their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of 
the earth according to their kinds and the livestock 
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on 
the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. Genesis 1:24-25 (ESV) 
 

“God laughs (or smiles) when we make plans.”  
I think God grins at me sometimes! I recently had such 
an occasion. When I go through a fast food drive thru, I 
always have a zippered pouch of pennies and pay those 
odd cents. I have a limited appreciation for pennies. For 
instance, my meal was $5.79. I handed over $6.04, 
anticipating a quarter in change. My change was in 
other coins: two dimes and five pennies! I just grinned 
at God’s “gotcha this time!” 
 
Along with our physical senses of sight, taste, smell, 
touch, God also granted us the emotions of compassion, 
empathy, hope, and joy, and the gift of laughter and 
humor but not at the expense of others. 
 

Jesus used irony and wit along with His love and 
compassion. Remember when He called Peter the 
‘rock,’ yet Peter was anything but rock-like at the time? 
Jesus also mocked the self-righteous even as He wanted 
them to open their eyes and see. “The blind leading the 
blind” is another witty statement Jesus noted. 
 

 

 
We can apply God’s gift of enjoyment to His creation: 
 

The trunk and tusks of the elephant 
A lion’s magnificent mane 

A giraffe’s long-reaching neck 
The male fowl species: proud as a peacock 

Stripes on a zebra 
Spots on a leopard 

A penguin’s waddle (reminiscent of my walk on ice) 
The turtle’s shell 

Smile of a chimpanzee 
The majesty of elk and moose 

Kangaroos’ movements 
 

Now that you have been through a zoo or several 
countries’ wild animal habitats, think on this: 
 

Why else would God put a light in the firefly’s butt? 
 

Just to see you smile. 
 

“And God saw that it was good.” 
May we always be encouraged with renewed joy and 
laughter in our hearts to recognize God’s messages and 
share our faith using Jesus’s love and compassion, with 
a light in our eyes and a smile on our lips. 
 
Connie Streich, 
Author 
 

  



St. John’s Cornerstone Newsletter Submission 
Guidelines 

 
Article Content: 
Article submission is encouraged. They should be 
written about upcoming events, opportunities for the 
congregation’s membership, or reporting about 
congregation events that have already taken place. The 
article must be consistent with the mission of the 
congregation: 
The mission of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all 
people through Word and Sacraments in worship, 
Christian education, caring and serving ministries. 
 
Event articles should answer the 5 W’s: Who, What, 
When, Where, Why. 
 
Articles should be written by the person who is 
submitting it. If another source is used as a small part of 
the article, the source must be cited.  All submissions 
must include copyright permissions as needed. 
 
Devotional submissions must be written by members in 
good standing and consistent with the teachings of The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. Submissions must 
be Christ-centered. They are limited to 400 words 

including title, Bible verse, devotion, prayer, and 
signature. Opinion pieces will not be published. 
 
Article Submission and Deadline: 
All articles and calendar items should be submitted to 
the church office by the second Friday of the month 
prior to publication. An email attachment in Microsoft 
Word format is preferred for articles. Please email 
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. If necessary, 
submissions may be dropped off during regular office 
hours or mailed to  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries  
850 Armstrong St.  
Portage, WI 53901 

 
Editing Permission: 
All publishable submissions will be edited for 
theological content and clarity. They may be shortened 
due to space availability. 
 
Submission does not guarantee inclusion in the 
newsletter. 
Publication is at the discretion of the Senior Pastor and 
Ministries Coordinator. 

Do you have an upcoming event, opportunity, or devotional that you have written and would like to share with our 
congregation? Below are St. John’s Cornerstone Newsletter Submission Guidelines. 

LWML South Wisconsin District Mission Grant 
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church Ministry 
Outreach   $12,000 
 
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church is located in the 
heart of Milwaukee.  The needs of the community are 
both physical and spiritural.  They have very few 
members who can contribute to Bethany’s financial 
need.  The $12,000 grant would ensure the 
continuation of God’s work in spreading the message 

of Hope in Jesus to the community through its many outreach ministries including THE KIDS FOR CHRIST 
program, food pantry, soup kitchen, Bible classes, distribution of school supplies and their ministry to the 
homeless. 
 
Mission Grant Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we know you provide for all of our needs.  Thank you for 
the continued support for Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church so it may be 
a beacon of light and hope in a fallen world.  Continue to bless its outreach 
ministry.  Bless the church and community with the resources it needs to 
continue to seek and safe the lost.  In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen 
 
If you would like to help support this grant please place your donation in the 
large Mite Box or pick up a small Mite Box found in the back of the narthex. 
Thank you for your prayers and monetary support. 

 

 



The Advent wreath is lighted, adding the lighting of one 
candle for each week in Advent. If a rose candle is used, 
it is lit at the beginning of the third week. 
 
Hymn 
 

Week 1 
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, 
O Israel! 

 

Week 2 
O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 
 

Week 3 
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

Week 4 (Sunday only) 
O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

Week 4 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 
    LSB 357:4–6,1 
 
Prophecy 
Family members can take turns reading the prophecy for 
each day. 
 

Nov. 29 – “Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
teach me your paths.” (Ps. 25:4) 
 

Nov. 30 – “I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel.” (Gen. 3:15). 
 

Dec. 1 – “The scepter shall not depart from 
Judah” (Gen. 49:10). 
 

Dec. 2 – “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers” (Deut. 18:18). 
 

Dec. 4 – “He shall build a house for my name”  
(2 Sam. 7:13). 
 

Dec. 5 – “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given” (Is. 9:6). 
 

Dec. 6 – “And his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace” (Is 9:6). 
 

Dec. 7 – Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your 
salvation comes” (Is. 62:11). 
 

Dec. 8 – “Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end” (Is. 9:7). 
 

Dec. 9 – “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump 
of Jesse” (Is. 11:1). 
 

Dec. 10 – “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb…and a 
little child shall lead them” (Is. 11:6). 
 

Dec. 11 – “The L  will arise upon you, and his glory 
will be seen upon you” (Is. 60:2). 
 

Dec. 12 – “Oh that you would rend the heavens and 
come down” (Is 64:1). 
 

Dec. 13 – “[Rejoice,] O heavens, and exult, O earth… 
for the LORD has comforted his people and will have 
compassion on his afflicted.” (Is 49:13). 
 

Dec. 14 – “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch” (Jer. 23:5). 
 

Dec. 15 – “And this is the name by which he will be 
called: The L  is our righteousness” (Jer. 23:6). 
 
Dec. 16 – “[His] coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days” (Micah 5:2). 

A Brief Advent Devotion 
for the Family Table 

©The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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The O Antiphons of Advent (See LSB 357) 
 

Dec. 17 – “I came forth from the mouth of the Most 
High and covered the earth.” (Ecclesiasticus 24:3). 
 

Dec. 18 – “The L  is our judge; the L  is our 
lawgiver; the L  is our king; he will save us.” 
(Is. 33:22). 
 

Dec. 19 – “In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand 
as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.” (Is 
11:10). 
 

Dec. 20 – “I will place on his shoulder the key of the 
house of David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and 
he shall shut, and none shall open.” (Is. 22:22). 
 

Dec. 21 – “I will shake all nations, so that the treasures 
of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house 
with glory, says the L  of hosts.” 
(Hag. 2:7). 
 

Dec. 22 – “I will shake all nations, so that the treasures 
of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house 
with glory, says the L  of hosts.” 
(Hag. 2:7). 
 

Dec. 23 – “For you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness shall rise with healing in its 
wings.” (Malachi 4:2). 

Dec. 24 – “When all was still and it was midnight, Your 
almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal 
throne” (Wis. 18:14,15). (See Introit for Christmas 
Midnight.) 
 

Grace 
All pray together:  
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest  
And let these gifts to us be blessed. Amen.  
 

or  
 

Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your 
gifts which we receive from Your bountiful 
goodness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

The advent candles may be extinguished after these 
prayers or after the meal. 
 

At the conclusion of the meal, the family may return 
thanks:  
 

O give thanks to the Lord for He is good  
And His mercy endures forever.  
 

or  
 

We thank you, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all 
Your benefits; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

Crusader News! 
 

Congratulations  
St. John’s Honor Roll 

students! 



2  Adam Bortz 
 Evelynne Ross 
 Marisa Stark 
 
3 Patrick Kirchenwitz 
 Michael Kowalksi 
 Aria Raimer 
 Judy Rygiewicz 
 Jessica Thompson 
 
4 Susan Brown 
 Dorothy Lambert 
 Brian Smith 
 
5 Randy Haase 
 Jane Schwantz 
 
6 Irma Brockley 
 Dawn Mueller 
 Sumer Simonson 
 
7 Brigid Sutfin 
 Ella Wakerhauser 
 
8 Robert Chvojicek 
 Tim Konkel 
 
9 Ronald Hull 
 Isabelle McReath 
 
10 Carol Beckett 
 
11 Clarence York 
 
12 Hayden Doremus 
 Leaghan Miller 
 Steven Tikkanen 

13 Kay Crawford 
 Carol Kraucyk 
 Charlene Phillips 
 
14 Connie Eddy 
 Kevin Hurd 
 
15 Mirabella Belton 
 James Kabele 
 Jennifer Krueger 
 Andrew Krueger 
 Lisa Smith 
 
16 Alice Bernander 
 
17 Weston Koehler 
 Charlotte Leeland 
 Judy Mountford 
 Carol Platt 
 Ruth Vadeboncoeur 
 Riley Weaver 
 Brienna Weideman 
 
18 Lucas Eicher 
 
19 Emma Hoppmann 
 Amy Wolff 
 
20 Michael Belton 
 Carol Pribnow 
 Jeremy Schumann 
 
21 Amanda Bell 
 Dorothy Scales 
 
 
 

23 Nicholas Jahn 
 Mary Lehman 
 Amy Jo Luebke 
 Mark Sutfin 
 
25 Diane Helm 
 
26 Traytin Dittberner 
 Tonya Edwards 
 Kelly Krueger 
 Florence Schultz 
 Marina Voight 
 
28 Stephenie Hovland 
 Heather Huston 
 Joseph Pogorelec 
 Alyssa Yahnke 
 
29 Greg Hovland 
 Krista Loomans 
 Liesa Zastrow 
 
30 Roland Colucci 
 Kenneth Manthey 
 Timothy Schmidt 
 
31 Suzanne Erdman 
 Melvin Mravik 
 Alexis Parchem 
 Mary Schumann 
 Carolyn Severson 
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Compassion Fatigue: Serving Our Lord Faithfully 
Without Burning Out  
by Rev. Rick Marrs, M.Div., Ph.D., licensed psychologist 

The field of psychology has been studying 
“occupational burnout” since the 1970s, and 
“compassion fatigue” (also called “secondary traumatic 
stress”) since the 1990s. Many people whose vocations 
are in the “helping professions” are prone to 
experiencing compassion fatigue or burnout, which 
results from repeatedly listening to and helping others 
through their illnesses (including mental disorders), 
traumas and disasters. Church leaders, both professional 
and lay, can also be susceptible to compassion fatigue. 
Church leaders help others afflicted with illnesses and 
disabilities, but also help others through the afflictions 
of sin. Members of the congregation and community 
struggle with the effects of their own personal sin, and 
the sins that others have committed against them 
(including physical, sexual and mental abuse). The 
ultimate effect of our sin is death, and church leaders 
help innumerable people through the dying and 
mourning process. All of these experiences can lead to 
compassion fatigue.  
 
THE COMFORT WE SHARE IS CHRIST’S 
COMFORT  
“Our Lord calls upon us to have compassion for others, 
to comfort others with the Gospel of Christ. Read to-
gether (preferably out loud twice) 2 Corinthians 1:3–6. 
Notice how many times Paul uses the word “comfort” in 
just four verses (the Greek is parakaleo or paraklete):  

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
affliction, so that we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any affliction, with the 
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ’s 
sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too. If we are afflicted, it 
is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are 
comforted, it is for your comfort, which you 

experience when you patiently endure the same 
sufferings that we suffer.”  
 

Showing compassion toward others, comforting them 
with the Gospel of Christ is our good and noble calling. 
List the ways in which you and those in your Bible 
study group have comforted others in the past year with 
the Gospel:  
 
___________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________  
 
List the ways in which you and those in your Bible 
study group have been comforted by others in the past 
year with the Gospel.  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 

 
OUR CONSUMING GOD  
In his book Reclaiming Patterns of Pastoral Ministry: 
Jesus and Paul (CPH, 1998, 45–46), Jonathan Grothe 
raises the question of burnout for pastors (and by 
extension, other church leaders), but in a surprising 
way. He writes: “Our God is a consuming fire (Deut. 
4:24; Heb. 12:29). But His is also a holy and sanctifying 
fire, which can burn without consuming that in which it 
appears (Ex. 3:2; Acts 2:3). Chaff and dross will be 
burnt away in judgment. That which is pure will abide. 
That which is burnt off needs to be burnt off. Perhaps 
some who are experiencing burnout are experiencing 
the burning out of their sinful ego’s contribution to their 



Read the story of Jesus cleansing the Temple in John 
2:13–17 (and Psalm 69:9). How did Jesus’ zeal (His 
“Passion”) consume Him for God’s house (and for 
you)?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Grothe goes on to point out that faithful church leaders 
will also be “consumed” by their work for God’s house, 
by the Word of the cross. Faith-filled church leaders 
will not be pointing themselves or others to their 
successes, but “referring to [their] weaknesses and lack 
of power, [their] sufferings for the sake of the 
Gospel” (46).  
In what ways are we tempted toward “working harder 
and longer” to show more successes, to show our 
compassion?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
In what ways does Christ’s Gospel call us and renew 
our strength, our passion, to serve Him with righteous 
zeal?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Read Ephesians 2:8–10. How do church leaders receive 
Christ’s grace and forgiveness, when our temptations 
lead us to work more passionately for success rather 
than simply doing the “good works which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them”?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
What other Bible verses come to mind for you that 
encourage Christians to be zealous for their work in the 
Lord (e.g. 1 Corinthians 15:58; Deuteronomy 6:5; 
Matthew 22:37). How can you remember to interpret 
those verses from a Gospel perspective, rather than as a 
Law burden?  

 

___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
WE ARE GOD’S CREATURES  
We are creatures. We often forget this truth. God’s 
creatures are given many gifts. Hawks can fly at great 
speeds. Cheetahs can run faster than any other creature. 
Yet these creatures cannot fly or run at such speeds 
indefinitely; they fatigue. We forget that creatures have 
limits.  
 
We too often deny to ourselves that we have limits, and 
we desire to push beyond the limits that the Lord has 
designed for us. There can be good, even healthy 
reasons to push beyond our limits. Competitive athletes 
often set goals to run faster, to swim farther, to lift 
heavier weights. Setting such goals and striving to push 
past those former limits can be a healthy, invigorating 
experience. But it can also lead to damage, to injury. 
Jesse Owens won four gold medals at the 1936 
Olympics, beating the German athletes that Hitler was 
touting as superior. Jesse Owens is a cultural icon, 
honored for those great athletic feats. But few people 
remember Eulace Peacock, a runner from Temple 
University who had beaten Jesse Owens in five of their 
previous ten races, and in the long jump. Pushing too 
hard, Eulace unfortunately pulled one hamstring in 
August of 1935 and the other in April of 1936, and 
could not qualify for the Olympics because of those 
injuries.1  

 
Compassion fatigue is analogous to an injury in that it 
can keep church leaders from having the energy to 
perform the good works God has prepared in advance 
for them to do.  
 
Read Mark 6:30–32. Note that Jesus had just sent out 
the apostles on their first mission journeys (6:7–13) and 
they had just learned of the tragedy of John the Baptist’s 
execution (6:14–29). Why did the apostles need rest? 
How does it help you to know that Jesus encouraged his 
disciples to rest after a busy, exhausting season?  
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
1 Michael McKnight, “Faster than the Fastest: Jesse Owens wasn’t afraid of 
Hitler or Jim Crow, but He Feared Eulace Peacock,” Sports Illustrated 
website: accessed June 23, 2020, si.com/longform/peacock/index.html. 
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THE LCMS WHOLENESS WHEEL: BALANCE 
IN THE LIFE AND ZEAL OF LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LEADERS  
For years the LCMS has had a widely used “Wholeness 
Wheel” that encourages church leaders to consider all 
the various components in life, and to seek ways to 
balance these components in healthy ways. This balance 
is part of our stewardship of the gifts God has given 
each of us. It is easy for us to focus on our professional 
duties as church workers, or important church ministries 
that lay leaders oversee, and to de-emphasize one or 
more areas of this Wholeness Wheel:  

If readers are not familiar with the Wheel, or have not 
reviewed the focus of each of the seven areas in a while, 
you can go to concordiaplans.org/wellness/ministerial-
care.html for brief descriptions of each. For a fuller 
description, see John D. Eckrich’s Vocation and 
Wellness: Renew Your Energy for Christian Living 
(Tenth Power Publishing, 2016).  
 
Which of these seven areas of well-being do you believe 
you are valuing and attending to well in your life? What 
leads you to believe you are attending to that area of 
your life well?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Which of these seven areas of well-being do you fear 
you are undervaluing and not attending to as well in 
your life? What goals might you set that would help you 
better attend to those aspects of your life?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Read Ephesians 4:15–16 (out loud, twice, noticing that 
these verses come after the often-cited verses, 4:11–12, 
about various offices of servant leadership the Lord has 
given to the church): “Rather, speaking the truth in love, 
we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes 
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”  
 
We North Americans live and serve in a very 
individualistic culture that drives us to be “successful” 
by worldly standards. This can lead to loneliness and 
compassion fatigue even though we are surrounded by 
other people. How do Paul’s words to the Ephesians 
(which is actually God’s Word to us as well) help focus 
us on the basics of love in the body of Christ, the 
church? How might you who are in this study together 
show that love to one another?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

 



St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 
Calendar events are subject to change.   

For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  
http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar  
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December 4 
Rick and Kay  

Crawford 
 

December 5 
Robert and Lorelee 

Sienkowski 
 

December 10 
Thomas and Kristine  

Daugherty 
 

December 11 
Ryan and Megan  

Schroeder 
 

December 12 
Dennis and Susan  

Bennett 
 
 
 

 

December 19 
Ronald and Elaine  

Hull 
Kenneth and Elizabeth 

Manthey 
Paul and Christine  

Stark 
Joel and Amanda  

Thiede 

December 20 
Benjamin and Melissa  

Chvojicek 
 

December 22 
Roger and Phoebe  

Cole 
 

December 27 
Joseph and Susan  

Schesny 
 

December 30 
Anthony and Diane  

Bortz 
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Time to make the cookies! 
Do you have a favorite Christmas cookie recipe? Check out some of the delicious recipes from 150th Anniversary: 
This Far By Faith cookbook located in our church library at the Welcome Center. 

Christmas Crunchies submitted by Marilyn McFarlane 

12 oz. milk chocolate 
chips 
1 (14-oz.) can sweetened 
condensed milk 

2 c. toasted rice cereal 
1 c. peanuts 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Melt chocolate chips over low heat. Stir in 
condensed milk and remove from heat. Stir in 
cereal, peanuts and vanilla until mixed well. Drop 
by teaspoon onto wax paper and let harden at room 
temperature for 2 hours. 
 
Enjoy! 

Creamy Snowballs submitted by Dorothy Neitzel 

4 oz. cream cheese, 
softened 
2 c. confectioners’ sugar 
2/3 c. semisweet 
chocolate chips, melted 
2 T. milk 

1/2 tsp. vanilla 
3 c. miniature 
marshmallows 
1/2 c. flaked coconut, 
finely chopped 

Beat cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Add 
chocolate, milk and vanilla. Beat until smooth. Fold in 
marshmallows. Refrigerate for 30 minutes or until 
easy to handle. Shape into 1 1/1 inch balls, roll in 
coconut. Makes 3 1/2 dozen. 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a-3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator -School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Office Hours: M—F / 
7:30am – 3:15pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours: M—F /  
6:00a-5:30p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Mark Witt  697-0224 

Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 
 

October 
Memorials 

 

Undesignated Fund 
$127.00 

In memory of  
David Stevens 

In honor of   
Verona Gray 

 
Organ Fund 

$1,475.00 
In memory of  
Jon Jakeman 
In memory of  
Jon Jakeman 

 
School  
$630.00 

In Memory of  
Jon Jakeman 
In memory of  

Rev. David Stevens 
In Memory of  

Don Wakershauser 
In Memory of  

Phyllis Johnson 
 

Handbells 
$200.00 

In Memory of  
Jon Jakeman 

 
Endowment 

$45.00 
In Memory of  
Jon Jakeman 
In Memory of  

Rita Brush 
(mother of  
Ron Hull) 

 
Altar Guild 

$100.00 
In Memory of  

Mary Ann Foster 
(mother of  

Lora Foster) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Offering for October 
$50,496.71 

 

 
$1,525.00 

 
 

$735.00 
 
 

$170.00 
 
 

$265.00 

 
$140.00 

 

 
$5.44 

 
$30.00 

 
 

$53,367.15 
 

School Tuition  
Relief   
 

Pennies for 
Preachers 
 

Organ 
 
Total 
Contributions  

Unified Fund   

Capital 
Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund  

Orphanages  

Merry Christmas Cheesecake Bars submitted by Marian Robinson 

Crust: 
1/3 c. cold butter 
1/3 c. packed brown 
sugar 
1 c. flour 
 
 
 
 
 

Filling:  
8 oz. cream cheese, 
softened 
1/4 c. sugar  
1 egg 
1 T. lemon juice 
1/4 c. each: chopped 
glazed red and green 
cherries 
 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cut butter in chunks; add brown 
sugar and flour; mix at low speed. Beat at medium 
speed. Reserve 1/2 cup crumb mixture.  
For topping: press remaining mixture into 8-inch square 
pan. Bake at 350° for 10-12 minutes. Spread filling over 
crust. Sprinkle with remaining crumb mixture.  
Bake 18-20 minutes until set; cool. Store in refrigerator.  
Filling: Beat cream cheese, sugar, egg and lemon juice 
at medium speed. Stir in chopped cherries. 
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