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And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on 
the water and came to Jesus.  But when he saw the 
wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried 
out, “Lord, save me.” Matthew 14:28–31 (ESV) 
 
In Matthew 16, Jesus states that Peter’s faith is that of a 
rock, powerfully solid.  Yet Peter’s faith did not look 
very rock-like with his use of the word ‘if’ when he saw 
Jesus walking on water.  We understand Peter’s ‘if’ is 
doubt. He couldn’t believe his eyes.  He was seeing 
someone walk on water—an impossible feat in and of 
itself.  Peter’s uncertainty momentarily vanished when 
Jesus said, “Come.”  Of course Peter got out of the boat.   
 
A boat is a safe place, much like staying within the 
confines of our church, our “boat.”  It is safe there. We 
know each other. We are enriched when we worship 
together. Fear of the unknown can debilitate us into 
becoming statues of immobility. Eleven of the disciples 
remained paralyzed within the confines of the boat as 
Peter left the safety zone.   
 
Peter got out of the boat because his belief and 
conviction in Jesus were renewed. We can learn this 
lesson: with Jesus’ help, Peter listened, obeyed the 
calling, and walked on water.  We also know he started 
sinking when the impossibility of his feat broke into the 
consciousness of his mind. His human reason screamed 
defeat. His focus broke briefly due to the winds of the 
world bashing him. When he didn’t focus on Jesus, 
Peter began to sink.   
 
 
 
 
 

It is worth repeating: without Jesus, Peter began to sink.  
Isn’t that just like us?  We think we can do it all, have it 
our way, and the triune “me, myself and I” win praise.  
Quite often, we are reminded: nope, not going to 
happen.  We stumble or crash.  Jesus is as close to us as 
He was to Peter.  Jesus responded to Peter’s plea for 
saving with an outstretched hand.  All we need to do is 
respond to Jesus’s help; it’s already there.  We need to 
keep our eyes focused on Jesus in all that we do, so that 
it is not we, glorifying ourselves, but willingly glorify 
Jesus and God through our work, our efforts, beyond the 
pews of the church.   
 
The gift of faith is the assurance of things hoped for and 
the conviction of things not seen.  The Book of Hebrews 
presents a lot of the Old Testament servants from the 
time of Abel that pushed forward through faith. 
 Abraham left a known land 

for the unknown.  
 Abraham was willing to 

sacrifice his only son.  
 Noah built an ark with no rain 

in sight.  
 By faith, the walls of Jericho 

fell.  
The list continues with Moses, Samson, Daniel, Samuel, 
and David.  
 
In the context of grammar where the technical ‘if’ (from 
Peter’s doubt) is a conditional conjunction, then faith 
needs to be both the noun of an existing item, together 
with the verb of action, putting our faith to work.  God’s 
gift of faith was freely given to us with no action on our 
part, no worthiness in us. When God gave us that faith, 
he granted us the ability to believe and to act upon that 
faith. Through the Holy Spirit, and not completely of 
our own ability, that faith lives and works. It multiplies 
and grows.  Abraham, Noah, and Moses lived through 
their faith.  They moved forward into the unknown.   
 
In times of uncertainty, as we have been experiencing 
these past several months with the virus, and our 
individual winds of the world bashing against us in any 
manner, I pray that all of us will use our gift of faith to 
move confidently forward into the unknown, knowing 
Jesus is with us.  As we keep our eyes on Jesus. Let’s 
get out of the boat too.    
 
Connie Streich, 
Author  
With the help of:  
Pastor Armon’s sermon from 8/9/2020  

Peter Got Out of the Boat 
  By Connie Streich  

Faith is the 
assurance of 
things hoped for, 
the conviction of 
things not seen. 
Hebrews 11:1 



Thank you to all who made the new playground possible! 





 
Do you feel that you 
have one great calling 
in life—a singular 
task that the Almighty 
has created? And are 
you worried that you 
might have missed the 
calling? According to 
the author of Callings 
for Life, you can stop 
fretting. We have 
many callings in life, 
some that we may 
think are mundane—
listening to a friend in 

need, doing yard work for an elderly friend, changing a 
diaper, or doing laundry. The author emphasizes 
throughout the book that the word is plural—callings. 
 

The section titled Presence stresses that we are not to 
dwell on the past or put all our emphasis on future 
plans, but rather go and do what is needed now. Other 

chapter headings are Diapers and Sippy Cups and God 
Loves Dirt. 
 

The final chapter would be of interest to anyone in a 
position to make important personal decisions or 
choices. Leininger has given that chapter a subtitle that 
states, “Our calling in life is better understood as  
God-given rather than self-chosen.” 
 

Luther’s writings are frequently cited in the book, 
especially his explanation and understanding of 
vocation. There are examples of callings of men and 
women of the Bible and also persons living in this time, 
with their thoughts and questions on their callings. 
 

We find the following interspersed in the chapters: 
prayers, Bible verses, and teachings of important 
Lutheran figures. Each section ends with thoughtful 
discussion questions, making the book very suitable for 
group Bible study. One reviewer states, “As I read this 
book, I reflected on my own journey and how God was 
at work even when I did not know it. Be ready to rethink 
your life and callings.” If you pick up this book at the 
church library, you will do just that. 

Callings for Life:  
God’s Plan, Your Purpose 

By Jeffrey Leininger 

Title: Callings for Life: God’s Plan, Your Purpose  
Author: Jeffrey Leininger 
Publisher: Concordia Publishing House, 2020 
Audience: Adult 
Reviewer: Mary Loomans 

 

October 4 – Pentecost XVIII (Proper 22A) – Jesus’ 
parable about vineyard tenants (Matthew 21:38-41) 
warns against abortion and assisted suicide. These acts 
always kill a son or daughter, without ever delivering 
the liberty they advertise. They ink us into contracts 
payable only with guilt and grief. But entrusting 
ourselves to Christ, who creates bodies and sustains 
souls even amid costs and losses (Philippians 3:7-8) like 
surprise pregnancy or terminal diagnosis, this gives life 
not only to “me” but to “us” (Psalm 80:18). 

October 11 – Pentecost XIX (Proper 23A) – Jesus 
Christ has already swallowed up death forever. It 
belongs to Him and Him alone. He reserves the right to 
provide life to us on His terms and decide in His time 
when we die. His death and resurrection have freed us 

from needing to seek it for ourselves or for anybody 
else. His peace and presence, promises and power pass 
us not only into death’s shadow but through it—without 
ever setting up residence. 

October 18 – St. Luke, Evangelist – Abortion and 
assisted suicide insist on a salvation by works. They 
believe only pretty, popular, powerful, productive 
persons deserve to survive. Almighty God doesn’t 
delight in this kind of physical strength (Psalm 147:11). 
His grace and love give every life value, and so St. 
Luke’s Gospel proclaims the Lord’s joy and ours over 
blind, deaf, lame, mute (Isaiah 35:5-6), unborn (Luke 
1:44), elderly (Luke 2:36-38), and even me and you! 

October 25 – Pentecost XXI (Proper 25A) – Scripture 
highly praises motherhood (1 Thessalonians 2:7-8) and 
fatherhood (1 Thessalonians 2:11-12). The Holy Spirit 
inspires the Apostle Paul to use them as words for the 
love of one Christian for another. We protect each other 
like fathers and take care of each other like mothers. If 
this clearly excludes the killing of even a neighbor 
(Leviticus 19:16), how much more shall we cherish the 
lives of children, however young, and parents, however 
old! 
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October 1 
Scott and Tanya 

Jones 
Brandon and Kristal  

Summerton 
 

October 2 
Todd and Kara  

Rietmann 
Matthew and Amy 

Schlinkert 
 

October 3 
Paul and Michele 

Lendobeja 
Peter and Lisa  

Smith 
 

October 5 
Brandon and Janessa 

Kleist 
Gregory and Laura  

Wilson 
 

 
 

October 6 
Scott and Vickie 

Bublitz 
Shane and Carol 

Kraucyk 
Chad and Amanda 

Steinle 
 

October 7 
Jon and Kathleen  

Epstein 
 

October 8 
Ronald and Debra 

Thompson 
 

October 9 
Matt and Catharine 

Daily 
 

October 11 
Michael and Lisa 

Weaver 
 

October 15 
Bruce and Amy Jo 

Luebke 
 

October 16 
Gordon and Jeanette 

DeZoute 
Brian and Jessica 

Thompson 
 

October 17 
Patrick and Joanne 

Haefele 
Donald and Lucinda 

Stanford 
 

October 18 
Clarence and Janice 

York 
 

October 19 
Gary and Karen 

Herwig 
Nicholas and Lindsey 

Jahn 
 

October 20 
Jason and Jamie 

Jones 
 

 

October 21 
Donald and Gail 

Schultz 
 

October 23 
Martin and Gretchen  

Hintz 
 

October 24 
Roger and Patricia 

Baerwolf 
 

October 28 
Dennis and Connie 

Streich 
 

October 29 
Kraig and Amy 

Windus 
 

October 30 
Jeremy and Jennifer 

Popp 
 

October 31 
David and Claudia 

Fritz 
 



01  Donna Jost 
 Steven Rohrbeck 
 Karlee Severson 
 Miranda Stark 
 Mikayla Thompson 
 Sarah Willis 
02  Alice Atkinson 
 Steven Dehn 
 David Hall 
 Sandy Hall 
 Mary Perry 
 Cindy Smith 
 Maura Willis 
03 George Jonson 
 Gavin Jones 
 Susan Jones 
 Dawn Weyh 
04 Cory Herwig 
 Barbara Jones 
 Leah Kosmala 
 Lawson Swearingen 
 Michael Tessman 
05 Mekah Erdmann 
 Jody Hornat 
 Nancy Malloy 
 Ryan Nichols 
 Conrad Olson 
 Janet Schoppenhorst 
 Brody Wolfgram 
06 James Fredrick 
 Benjamin Rohrbeck 
 Hayden Schwartz 
 Nancy Zuhlke 
 

07 Owen Daily 
 Tammy Mootz 
 Doris Paske 
 Michael Weaver 
08 Betty Tessmann 
09 Dean Jonas 
 Melissa Kiefer 
 Harper Medina 
10 Danielle Burrow 
 Verona Gray 
 Douglas Severson 
 Steven Zimmerman 
11 Phillip Kleist 
 Isabelle Nummerdor 
 Hali Simonson 
 Julie Witt 
12 John Baerwolf-Pickle 
 Emily Eicher 
 Melissa Horan 
 Jamie Moll 
13 Dean Malloy 
14 Keith Horan 
 Lowell Huston 
 Eva Loomans 
 Dennis Powers 
 Maria Thiede 
15 Phyllis Zimmerman 
16 Deb Bauman 
 Donna Jones 
 Cassandra Krebs 
 Deagen Krueger 
 William Lorenz 
 Danielle Rabl 
 Joanne Sohl 

17 Veronica Clymer 
 Leland Kershaw 
18 Lora Foster 
19 Kenneth Chvojicek 
 Andrea Nilson 
 Robert Schwantz 
 Terri Soppe 
20 Kerry Dehmlow 
 Rebecca Evers 
 Marcus Herwig 
 Orin Leege 
 Kendal Thompson 
21 Iris Georgeson 
 Kathleen Mael 
 Nathaniel Raimer 
22 Leona Brockopp 
 Cora Coullard 
 Beverly Hornischer 
 Donna Shaw 
 Mary Soderlund 
23 Marion Beahm 
 Marilyn Jahn 
24 Roary Schwantz 
 Janet Van Epps 
25 Joan McConochie 
 Janice Walker 
26 Michael Kempley 
 Connie Streich 
27 Bowdyn Krueger 
 Amanda Olson 
 Shirley Palmquist 
28 Shirley Anacker 
 Emma Kreuziger 
29 Judith Broesch 
 Jordan Pethan 
 Jennifer Zimmerman 
30 Kristal Summerton 
 Kevin Thomson 
31 Gary Schoppenhorst 
 Eric Soderlund 

Happy Birthday 

 



Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
 

Have you ever taken a stand on an issue and felt very 
alone?  Do you stand up for Jesus? 
 

A favorite hymn to play when I was an organist was 
"Stand Up Stand Up for Jesus" because the 
congregation would almost shout the lyrics as they sang.    
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 
It must not suffer loss. 

From vict'ry unto vict'ry 
His army He shall lead 

Till ev'ry foe is vanquished, 
And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

This hymn brings so much to our current daily life.  We 
face an election that carries with it a vast divide among 
Americans.   
 

We live in a censored world when it comes to 
professing our faith, yet it is so important to be willing 
to stand up for God's precepts more now than ever. 
 

George Edward Veith, director of the Cranach Institute 
at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, has authored several books to help us during 
these challenging political and societal times.   
 

"We are saved by grace through faith in Christ and 
by the work of His sacrifice, not by our own works 
or sacrifices. But Christ then calls us to arenas of 
service in ordinary life, of "faith working through 
love" (Gal. 5:6). He calls us to faithfulness in our 

multiple vocations. This may or may not involve big 
things, but it always involves little things (Luke 

16:10), such as only doing our duty." (George Veith) 
 

Luke 9:23–24 reminds us,  
 

"If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me. For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will save it." 

 

God's word refers to the cross here not just as suffering 
but also as a sacrifice and the denial of ourselves for 
someone else's sake.   Our cross in daily life includes 
bearing the cross every day as we live our lives in the 
vocation we live each day. 
 

When we asked Jesus to be in our hearts, we live there 
with Him. Also, we have known Him on the cross and 
still experience the crucifixion with Him.  We do that 
when we reflect His love in our lives or when we stand 
up for Him when something in our world goes against 
His Word or needs His love. 
 

Christians around the world are being denied access to 
God's Word or even killed for their faith.  Could you 
stand up for Jesus in that situation?  Can you stand up 
for Him now as we face the selection of our leaders? 
 

Ask yourself some questions as you prepare to vote in 

November. 
 

1. Will you stand up for Jesus as you align yourself 
with political candidates? 

2. Will you stand up for the unborn as you look at 
those candidates?  Will you vote against candidates 
who advocate for abortion up to and including at the 
time of birth? 

3. Are you willing to stand up for Jesus as you evaluate 
political candidates who support Christianity? 

4. Are you someone who is "self-righteous without 
being righteous?" (George Edward Veith) 

5. Are you ignoring evil by coddling it, even defending 
it?   
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in the mighty conflict 
In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 
Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 
And strength to strength oppose. 

 

Will you be moved by His Grace to act according to 
God's Word in the voting booth?   

 

"The aim of our charge is love that issues from a 
pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 

faith" (1 Tim. 1:5). 
 

Are you willing to demonstrate that your heart knows 
that “It is all about Jesus?”  Stand up, Stand up for Jesus 
as you exercise your right to vote in this election. 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
The next the victor's song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, 

Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 

Shall reign eternally. 
 

Please join Christians across America to love and not 
force issues regarding this election in November.  Be an 
example and influence other Americans about issues 
like abortion rights.  I offer this challenge knowing it 
can be difficult not for force issues.  I know that first 
hand. 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 
Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 

Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 

Be never wanting there. 
 
May God bless your preparation for voting! 
 

May God bless the United States of America! 
 

Janet Van Epps & Miss Rosie 
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Where Is My Church? Life Together Before, During, and After the Pandemic 
by Rev. Dr. Jamison Hardy  
INTRODUCTION.  
 

Church life prior to March 2020 was considered by most 
in the church to be “normal.” “Normal” is a relative 
term — for many people, it can look very different. 
Even so, the idea that a consistent and clear pattern of 
behavior was in play for most churchgoers was an 
unrecognized comfort. Being able to attend church and 
maintain a weekly rhythm that included worship and 
fellowship was a way of life for all. Many took for 
granted the simple activity of gathering for worship, 
hearing the Word of God, receiving the Sacrament of 
the Altar, and enjoying the presence of fellow believers. 
It was unthinkable that a day would come when we 
would not be able to gather and hear God’s Word and 
receive His grace through forgiveness.  
 

For all churches throughout our beloved Synod, life 
together and church rhythm has changed in ways that no 
one could have predicted. Overall, most churches and 
church workers have reported that their congregations 
and ministries have found ways to adapt and continue 
through this pandemic. That does not mean, however, 
that damage has not been done. People have sustained 
physical, emotional, psychological, financial and even 
spiritual trauma as a direct result of this situation. This 
study will seek to provide some context to life together 
before, during and after the pandemic of 2020. It will 
explore what life in the church should look like and 
what our Lord expects of us as citizens and members of 
His body.  
 

I. It is important to spend some time discussing where 
your church stood before, stands currently, and will 
stand in the future. This will help set the stage for what 
we will discuss later in the study about where we should 
go and how to get there.  
 

a. Discuss what the church looked like before COVID-   
   19. Give examples of how church life flowed and the  
   normal rhythm of the church.   

b. Discuss what the church has done to attempt to deal  
    with the current circumstance.  
 

c. Write the following down on a piece of paper and  
    keep it to yourself until the end of this study: What  

    will the church look like years after this pandemic?  
    We can reflect on this at the end of the study to see if  
    your thoughts have changed.  
 

II. The Bible speaks about our love as citizens in this 
world and as members of society.  
 

a. Please read the following passages and discuss    
    what the Bible says about who we are in our  
    lives as citizens. Pay careful attention to what  
    our response to the authorities is and why we  
    do this. Give examples of this in your life and  
    your church. 

 

 i. Romans 13:1–5   (Governmental authority)  
ii. 1 Peter 2:13–17   (Institution)  
iii. Matthew 22:37–40 (Our neighbors and those    
           around us)  
iv. 1 Corinthians 15   (Motivation for our work)  
v. 1 Timothy 1:8–9   (The purpose of the law)  

 

III. Luther wrote about living as citizens. He said that 
we must be a part of the world around us as citizens and 
members of communities and churches. The commands 
of Christ lead Christians to serve and care for their 
neighbors.  
 

a. How has your church dealt with this aspect during  
    COVID-19, considering the above Scripture  
    passages? Remember to not pass judgement in this  
    discussion, simply talk about what the church has  
    done to deal with  
    its role as citizens during this time. Luther discusses  
    in his Treatise on Christian Liberty (1520) how    
    Christians in some cases must endure certain levels of  
    suffering connected with their lives as citizens and  
    servants.  

 

b. Discuss this reality within the context of your     
    church. Give examples of the way in which  
    faithful people of God can unfortunately  
    suffer during events like these.  
 

c. How has the church been negatively impacted during  
    this current crisis? Take time to also highlight the  
    ways in which the church may have benefited or  
    thrived during a time such as this.  
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IV. Throughout this current pandemic, issues have 
arisen around how to handle the situation at local 
churches, in regions, within districts and the Synod, and 
around the country. This has led to differences of 
opinions and in some cases conflicts in congregations 
and families. Within the context of the church, these 
types of differences should not divide us, as we are all 
members of the Body of Christ. Unfortunately, these 
issues will and often do divide members of the church, 
family members and good friends.  
 

a. How do we juggle the difference of opinions  
    within the church regarding topics like:  

i.   What do we do about public worship?  
ii.  Should we have services in person or worship  
     online?  
iii. What about the way in which we deliver the  
     Lord’s Supper?  
iv. How do we come back to worship?  
v.  Should we require masks, and what do we do  
     if someone refuses to wear a mask?  

 

These questions are just a few examples of what 
churches and leaders are wrestling with. These things 
can cause conflict and tension as we work to have life 
together as members of the Body of Christ in the church 
and in community. (It is very important to remember in 
this section that listening and not judging is crucial 
while you discuss this topic.)  
 

Please read Romans 14:1–23 and discuss how it applies 
to the church and the life together as we navigate the 
issues of the church both now and into the future. Pay 
close attention to the application that this has for all 
conflict issues within the church.  
 

vi.  List the issues that have arisen within your  
      congregation that have led to some tension when  
      dealing with pandemic-related responses.  

 

vii. Discuss the importance of being patient and  
      bearing one another’s opinions and feelings. (Keep  
      in mind that there will likely be opposite opinions     
      about the answers to these questions. The key here is  
      to show respect and understand that no one opinion  
      trumps the other in terms of right and wrong.)  

 

1. Discuss the role of repentance in our dealings   
    with one another.  
2. Have we missed opportunities to speak peace  
    to our neighbor?  
 

3. What benefits might private confession and  
     absolution give to one whose conscience is  
     troubled or  burdened by conflict?  
 

viii. How can we work together to move forward with  
       making decisions that are best for the church and  
       that give a clear witness to life together within the        
       church and society?  

 

1. Discuss ways to accomplish this, thinking  

    how it may impact certain people within the  
    church.  
 

2. How does this affect the witness of the 
    Gospel?  

 

V. In this section, we will discuss where our 
understanding comes from with the context of Scripture, 
considering the different lenses we may have.  
 

a. From the perspective of the world:  
i.  Please read and discuss Colossians 2:8.   

ii. What must we do when discussing matters of  
    the church in light of the world and the Bible?  

 

b. From ourselves:  
i. Discuss how we can come at this topic with  
   selfish motives and an arrogant spirit of being  
   right. What affect can/does that have on our  
   ability to share the love of Christ with the  
   world around us? 

 

c. From God:  
i. Real wisdom is from God. What or why do  
   society and people think that the creation can  
   teach the Creator? Talk about how the world  
   wants to dictate to God how He should act in  
   situations like this.  
ii. Why do we think we can understand the mind  
    of God?  

 

Real wisdom is to know that God is just, merciful, 
loving, caring and forgiving. Please read Colossians 2:1
–7 and discuss the implications regarding our  
submission to God’s wisdom.  
 

d. The Word of God is our only clear and true source of  
     knowledge and wisdom. He provides us with all we  
     need to know to fulfill His will in our lives and the  
     life of the church.  
 

VI. The church has endured these types of events and 
issues throughout its life. Our Lord has always delivered 
on His promises to neither leave nor forsake His people.  
 

a. What do ministry, life together, witness and living our  
    faith look like today and into the future?  
 

We must trust in God that He will do what He promises 
He will do. Read Romans 8:28 and apply it to the 
current situation in your life and your church.  
 

Please read the following passages and focus on how we 
are called to trust in God. Discuss how these apply 
today.  
 

b. Deuteronomy 7:9–11  
c. Psalm 25:2  
d. Psalm 118:8–9  
e. Hebrews 2:13  
 
 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-Th / 8:00a-3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator -School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Summer Hours: 
8:30am – 3:30pm  
Monday—Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F /  
6:00a-5:30p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 
 

August 
Memorials 

 

Undesignated Fund 
$50.00 

In memory of  
Jacob Zimmerman 

 

Organ Fund 
$6,500.00 

In memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

In memory of  
Sally Moe 

Women’s Guild 
$20.00 

In Memory of  
Donna Stauber 

 

School 
$1,000.00 

In Memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

 

Athletics  
$500.00 

In Memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

Offering for August  

$63,114.95 
 

 
$1,915.00 

 
 

$1,040.00 
 
 

$340.00 
 
 

$10.00 

 
$260.00 

 

 
$0.00 

 
$5,000.00 

 
 

$71,679.95 
 

 

We must remain firm in faith and firm in our trust in 
what Christ has promised He will do. We rely on what 
He has already done. He laid down His life for the 
salvation of the world. This is the great act of love 
shown throughout the history of the world. We trust in 
what He has done, and we trust in what He will do.  
 

Life together in the church today has many different 
aspects connected to how we handle these types of 
issues and how we work together.  
 

f.  First and foremost, we begin by understanding that  
    Christ is at the center of all we do and say.  
 

g. Discuss ways that you as members of His body, the  
    church, can live together and work toward the  
    common good of proclaiming Jesus to the world.  
 

h. The work of Matthew 28 and the Great Commission  
    does not stop because we are under siege. How can  
    the members of the church band together to continue  
    the work of evangelism?  
 

CONCLUSION  
Together, we are uniquely equipped to endure the 
onslaught of the devil with the saving message of Jesus. 
Nothing is better than living in the Word of God 
together and proclaiming Jesus’ love to all nations, 
creeds, colors and languages. We must be ready in and 
out of season to give an account of who Christ is in our 

lives and the lives of the world. As the effects of the 
most recent pandemic continue to unfold within society 
and the life of the church, we must remain united. We 
must not allow the devil to cause divisions among us, 
separating us and causing us to be pitted against one 
another. This is the work of Satan and a work that Jesus 
defeated long ago. Respecting the opinions and the 
positions of your fellow Christians, even at times when 
they are different than yours, is crucial. Understanding 
that everyone will be at different places along the 
spectrum and have many different opinions about how 
and what to do as we return to worship and beyond, is 
crucial. Life together begins with having Christ as the 
center of all things we do together. May the Lord of all 
grace and mercy continue to bless, guide and lead you 
now and always.  
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