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2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith. 

 

I have a fondness for lighthouses, as my refrigerator 
magnets and small figurines reflect.  The fridge magnet 
states: “John 8:12 I am the light of the world” while my 
bedroom wall picture has David’s Psalm 27:1 “The 
Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” 
with the lighthouse nearby. 
 

Jesus said He is the light of the world.  Jesus also tells 
the disciples (us) that we are to be the light of the world, 
that we should reflect God’s light and let our light shine.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our faith shines the light, because we believe in God 
and Jesus as our Savior.  God intends for the world to be 
able to see Him by His reflection in His people. Our 

light is dimmed from the impact of society, its 
distractions, and values.  Our selfish priorities are set 
aside when we value His laws, intents, and desires.  Our 
lives are to be on-going witnesses to the reality of 
Christ's presence in our lives.  This faith light of ours is 
not meant to be covered or hidden; it is to shine brightly 
so those in darkness will see it, as the lighthouse guided 
the ships.  
 

My lighthouse reference also means there is a keeper of 
the lighthouse. The shining light needs maintenance 
from the sea salt, the caked-on dust, and smoke to shine 
brightly.  In the same manner, with the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we maintain ourselves through Bible study, 
encouragement through others, and other faith-nurturing 
activities:  
 

 

 Being thankful 
 Caring and sharing 
 Being honest 
 Being a peacemaker 
 Overcoming temptation 
 Patience 
 Positivity 
 Honesty and 
 Graciousness 
 

 

I Can See Jesus in You by Connie Strich 

 

John 9:5, “As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.” 

Matthew 5:14, Jesus tells His disciples, "You 
are the light of the world". 

Matthew 5:16, In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven. 

September—2 



We stay lit up by living in God’s Word, remade in His 
image from a spiritual and mental standpoint, through 
the work of the Holy spirit. When I first thought of 
writing something about “I have kept the faith” my 
inclination was, “but has your faith been multiplied by 
sharing, rather than just keeping it to yourself?” But I 
realized that is not the correct angle at all! Faith is that 
guiding light within us that shines through every time 
we reach out to others, whether it is with a “Hi, how are 
you?”, mowing someone’s lawn, watching someone’s 
kids, “how may I help?” or “thank you for your words.” 
This reaching out is the “I can see Jesus in you” because 
it shines forth brightly.   

On our life’s journey, faith shines, dispelling the 
darkness, and we never know when we might be the 
only Bible some people will ever see.  When our light 
shines, our faith is shared beyond what Paul said, “I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith.”  
 
 
Connie Streich,  
Author 

The LWML South Wisconsin District (SWD) 
Convention was scheduled for June 20, 2020 at St 
Paul’s, Grafton, WI.  Due to health concerns caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the convention was 
cancelled.  The convention agenda was handled via 
email and USPS mailings.  Delegates passed the board 
of directors recommended 2020-2022 mite goal of 
$205,000 and approved funding 13 mission grants with 
this money.   

One of these grants is the Church Workers Grant for 
$30,000.  This grant is available to students at our 
synodical universities and seminaries to help with 
tuition and room and board costs.  Please pray for these 
students as they continue to work toward becoming 
pastors, teachers and other professional Church workers 
as they prepare to serve in the Church and mission 
field.   
 

If you would like to support this grant, please place you 
donation in the large mite 
box or pick up a small mite 
box found on the table in 
the back of the 
narthex.  Thank you for 
your prayers and monetary 
support.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you felt like you want a change in your prayers? 
Or maybe you don’t think you know how to pray. This 
book has so many prayers, you’ll have plenty of ideas of 
how to pray and what to pray for. There is a prayer for 
each day that is taken directly from the Bible. It is 
followed by a short devotion that focuses on the prayer 
and how you can apply it to your life. Then, there’s a 
prayer starter on the bottom of the page, so you can 
personalize the prayer for the day.  
 

This book is a great guide for those who want a 
refresher on prayer and need a little help. Just 
remember, that although there is a year’s worth of 
prayers, others may want to use it, so return it to the 
church library after a couple of weeks. (Then, if no one 
checks it out, you can take it again!)  

The One Year Book of Daily Prayer:  
365 Meditations on Bible Prayers That Give 

You God’s Peace for Each Day 
By Bruce Barton 

Title: The One Year Book of Daily Prayer  
Author: Bruce Barton 
Publisher: Tyndale, 2006 
Audience: teen – adult  
Reviewer: Stephenie Hovland 



 

 
The COVID-19 Pandemic has given Christians new 
opportunities and new challenges.   
 
Luke 12:48 is a meaningful verse to keep in mind as we 
live each day under the gloom and doom offered by the 
media and many around us, including church leaders 
who are overwhelmed by the expectations placed upon 
them.   
 
Satan is alive and well, even dancing through the streets 
of America.  He is having a blast watching Americans 
struggle under the political and sociological struggles 
that seemed to happen all at once.  It is an 
understatement to say that most of us feel overwhelmed. 
 
The Word of God is always our source for the solutions 
to everyday life, especially during difficult times.  Let’s 
look at Luke 12:48 to see what God has to offer us. 
 
“But the one who does not know and does things 
deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. 
From everyone who has been given much, much will 
be demanded; and from the one who has been 
entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 
 
C.H. Spurgeon offers an accurate commentary of Luke 
12:48 when he writes, “O my Brothers and Sisters, let 
those of us who are privileged with the possession of the 
Gospel, and privileged with any amount of ability to 
spread it, enquire whether we could give in a good 
account if the Lord were to come tonight and summon 
us, as stewards, to give an account of our stewardship. 
God bless us all the reading of His Word! Amen.” 
 
It is easy to misunderstand that God is speaking about 
money or material things when he refers to being 
entrusted with “much” in this text.   
 
Money means nothing!  Material things mean nothing!  
The Word of God means everything!  These 
exclamatory sentences come from a woman who loves 
diamonds, and other material possessions yet can live 
without them.   
 
Philippians 4 was a favorite chapter of The Word for our 
father.  He especially appreciated verse 12 and 
encouraged me during our more intense discussions to 
keep this verse close to my heart, and I have done so. 
 

 
 
“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is 
to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” 
 
It boils down to: 
1. the lens through which you view life, and  
2. life experiences  
3. as influenced by God’s Word and your relationship 

with Jesus. 
 

Some people possess earthly wealth who believe that by 
nature of that blessing of material wealth, there is a 
unique place reserved for them among mankind in 
positions of authority or leadership.  It is easy for them 
to think they are entitled to automatic respect and so 
much more.  Humility is a stranger to these folks, and 
yet it is such a good teacher. 
 
Our purpose during this COVID-19 Pandemic is to 
continue to share the Gospel and the love of Christ.  It is 
needed more now than ever right now.   
 
Any decision you make from social distancing to 
wearing a mask to staying home, or any other 
complicating factor is more straightforward when based 
on The Word of God. 
 
Won’t you join me in sharing the Gospel as a fellow 
steward of God’s Word,  Please remember that we also 
share it by how we treat other people?   
 
Stay in the Word!  Be in Bible Study!  Love as He first 
loved us! 
 
Janet Van Epps & Miss Rosie 

From the One Who Has Been 
Entrusted With Much 

COVID-19 Responsibilities 
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Hot Dish or Casserole? Do you call it a Hot Dish or Casserole?  Check out these Hot Dish and Casserole 
recipes from 150th Anniversary: This Far By Faith cookbook located in our church library at the Welcome Center.  

Lumberman’s Hot Dish submitted by Donna Stauber 

1/2 lb. butter or 
margarine 
3 lbs. cooked, cubed 
pork roast 
1 lb. bunch celery 

1 1/2 c. chopped onion 
1 lg. can lima beans  
2 cans stewed tomatoes 
1 c. diced mushrooms 
1/2 lb. shell macaroni 

Heat pork in butter. Add rest of ingredients, except 
macaroni. Simmer 1 hour. Cook macaroni and add the 
rest. Pour into ovenproof casserole dish and bake 30 
minutes at 375° until headed through.  Remove from 
oven and sprinkle with toasted bread crumbs.  

Spicy Pineapple-Zucchini Bread submitted by Beverly Carney 
 

 

With a mixer, beat eggs.  Add salad oil, sugar, and vanilla.  Continue beating mixture until think and foamy.   
Stir in with spoon the zucchini and pineapple.  Combine remaining ingredients in another bowl; stir gently into 
zucchini mixture just to blend.  Divide equally into 2 greased and floured 9 x 5 inch pans.  Bake 1 hour at 350°  
or until wooden pick comes out clean.  Cool in pans for 10 minutes and finish cooling on wire rack.  

3 eggs 
1 c. salad oil 
2 c. sugar 
2 tsp. vanilla 
2 c. coarsely shredded zucchini 
1 (8 1/4-oz.) can of crushed pineapple, well drained 
3 c. flour, un-sifted 

2 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 
3/4 tsp. ground nutmeg 
1 c. finely chopped walnuts 
1 c. currants 

Meal In One Casserole submitted by Anonymous 
1 can cream-style corn 
1 can cream of 
mushroom soup 
1/4 c. chopped onions 
 

6–8 frankfurters, cut in 
pieces 
1 c. crushed potato 
chips 
 

Mix above ingredients. Pour in a buttered casserole 
and top with thick layer of potato chips. Bake in the 
oven at 350° for 30–40 minutes.  



St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 
Calendar TBD. 

Calendar events are subject to change.   
For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  

http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar  

September 1 
Dennis and Judy  

Raimer 
Benjamin and Kimberly 

Rohrbeck 
 

September 2 
Thomas and Stacy 

Davenport 
 

September 5 
Eugene Charlene 

Phillips 
Brian and Cindy 

Smith 
 

September 7 
Tony and Jennifer 

Beckett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 8 
Joshua and Jessica 

Krueger 
Robert and Dawn 

Wilcox 
Brandon and Stephanie  

Yahnke 
 

September 9 
Gary and Janet 
Schoppenhorst 

 

September 11 
Dean and Jean 

Simonson 
 

September 13 
Brent and Cathy 

Smith 
 

September 16 
Michael and Jackie 

Raimer 

September 21 
Michael and Carol 

Mueller 
Ryan and Michelle 

Nichols 
 

September 22 
Paul and Jean 

Gavinski 
Eric and Giang 

Shimpach 
Logan and Jessica 

Walker 
 

September 24 
Scott and Dana  

Gudegon 
Mark and Julie 

Witt 
 

September 26 
Zackary and Cassandra 

Krebs 

September 29 
Mark and Mary  

Witt 
 

September 30 
Kenneth and Sandra 

Hutler 
Cory and Spring 

Thompson 
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01 Rosemary Martin 
 Brian Paske 
 

02 Ronald Henke 
 Susan Lorenz 
 

03 Robert Brozowski 
 

04 Callie Ciolkosz 
 Judith Haase 
 Jane Kaiser 
 Bruce Luebke 
 Joshua Pogorelec 
 Matthew Schlinkert 
 

05 Darlene Krueger 
 Debra Thompson 
 

06 Thomas Male 
 Samantha Miller 
 

07 Bennett Bass 
 Olive Hutchinson 
 Margery Schultz 
 Ned Weaver 
 

08 Alfred Colucci 
 Sara Kowalski 
 Wyatt Schwartz 
 Carolyn Smith 
 

09 Bruce Grossmann 
 James Raimer 
 Logan Walker 
 Jessica Witt 
 

10 William Brockley 
 Austin Weishoff 
 

11 Ruth Chvojicek 
 Hoytt Lang 
 Andrew Schwartz 
 
 
 

12 James Behnke 
 Kyle Boyd 
 Brook Peterson 
 

13 Gary Bauman 
 Daphne Beckius 
 Douglas LaVigne 
 Margie Radmann 
 Ryan Willis 
 

14 Cathy Dehn 
 Katelyn Lorenz 
 

15 Ronald Behnke 
 Laurie Huston 
 

16 Coltin Dittberner 
 Brian Kabele 
 Eli Nichols 
 

17 Theresa Beckius 
 Anthony Bortz 
 Frederick Hansen 
 Steven Mael 
 Larry Tessman 
  

18 William Bahr 
 Alyssa Medina 
 James Rohrbeck 
 Emily Steele 
 Nathaniel Summerton 
 James Tennyson 
 Brian Wheeler 
 Colleen Zimmerman 
 

19 Ryan Jahn 
 Michael Johnson 
 Noah Smith 
 Joy Witkowski 
 

20 Adalynn Lang 
 Kaden Lehman 
 

21 Ervin Gudgeon 
 James Isakson 
 Sara Jakeman 
 Boyd Wolfgram 
 

22 Logan Bahr 
 Christina Paske 
 Mary Witt 
 

23  Dustin Drew 
 Brett Johnson 
 Katelyn Mael 
 Joshua Powers 
 Kathleen Thalacker 
 

24 David Fandrich 
 

25 Diane Lavigne 
 Brian Yahnke 
 Sonia Zook 
 

26 Edna Abegglen 
 Gary Drew 
 Thomas Klappstein 
 Patricia McCoy 
 Judy Nichols 
 

27 Mandrow Tomaszewski 
 

28 Kimberly Ingram 
 Kurt Lauth 
 Annette Monthey 
 Trina Simonson 
 

29 Louis Herrick 
 Donald Koepp 
 Bruce Smith 
 

30 Leon Beckius 
 Hannah Cimaroli 
 Ruth Mell 
 
 



INTRODUCTION (FOCUS)  
 

The devil loves to create discord in the hearts of pastors. 
He attacks the conscience with nagging questions like: 
What if I’m not doing enough? What if things never get 
back to normal? What if I fail to fulfill my calling 
through this crisis?  
 

These are the sorts of questions that skew balance 
(emotional and spiritual well-being) in the pastor’s life 
and ministry. This thinking directs our focus inward and 
tilts our ministerial perspective toward our own 
capabilities. As servants of Christ and stewards of God’s 
mysteries, we have nothing that originates inside of us 
to heal our wounded hearts or calm our anxious lives. 
Nothing that dwells within us can bring hope to the sick 
and comfort to those who mourn.  
 

So, where do we begin to rectify challenges such as 
fear, grief and despair created by life-changing events in 
our world that have left pastors and those they serve 
“out of balance”?  
 

BALANCE THROUGH REPENTANCE  
 

We begin with the fact that the Christian life is one of 
daily repentance — a baptismal life of dying and rising 
with Christ. Life is filled with death, and this comes in 
many forms: suffering, anxiety, and even the actual 
death of others. The obvious reality is, we live in a 
fallen world where we know how fragile life can be. We 
are dust and to dust we shall return. And, when 
sufferings increase, we become more aware of this 
world’s tragic state of affairs. The Christian life of 
repentance does not call us to avoid these sufferings but 
rather shows us how we have hope in our grief. These 
disturbing times threaten to crush our spirits. But God’s 
promise of hope is found in the bold confidence that He 
will provide what we need when there seems to be no 
end to the tragic news.  
 

Q1. Stewards are caretakers of that which God calls 
sacred. Read 1 Corinthians 4:1–4. With what are the 
“stewards” entrusted (v. 1–2)?  
 
 
 

Q2. Read 2 Corinthians 3:4–5. When pastors feel 
inadequate, what does God remind them?  
 

Q3. How are daily repentance and Baptism 
connected? Why should pastors and all Christians 
begin with repentance? Read Ephesians 4:22 and 2 
Corinthians 5:17.  
 

KEEPING THE CHALLENGES IN 
PERSPECTIVE: JOY AND THANKSGIVING 
AMID CHAOS  
 

Pandemics create instability for the self, our families, 
the church and the whole of society. The Bible gives us 
direction on how we are to approach such difficulties. 
Rather than resigning ourselves to impending tragedy, 
the Word of God suggests a thankful heart. St. Paul 
says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:16–18).  
 

When we are faced with difficulties, we understand the 
part about prayer. But what about rejoicing and giving 
thanks? In times of adversity, joy and thanksgiving 
don’t come so naturally.  
 

We confuse joy with happiness. We don’t understand, 
or we forget, that joy can coexist with sadness. Joy is so 
much more than a feeling tied to emotions that might 
ebb and flow from one day to another. Rather, it is 
rooted in God’s promises. Thanksgiving, likewise, is a 
challenge during difficult times. However, if 
thanksgiving, like joy, is tied to God’s will in Christ 
Jesus, then even in these uncertainties we face today we 
can have confidence that we remain firmly in God’s 
grace.  
 

Q4. Read 2 Corinthians 1:3–9. How does Paul speak 
of comfort amid affliction to the church in Corinth?  
 

Q5. Read Philippians 1:3–11 and Colossians 1:3–14. 
Notice how Paul begins his letters with thanksgiving 
and prayer. Also, take note of how Paul remains 
thankful even during difficult times (imprisonment, 
persecution, etc.). How does Paul make a connection 
between himself and those who receive these 
epistles?  

Finding Balance and Perspective in the Ministry by Dr. Tyler C. Arnold  
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Even though God professes His undying love for us, He 
never promises us an easy way. He never promises us a 
perfect “balance.” In fact, the opposite is true. Jesus 
warns us: “In the world you will have tribulation” (John 
16:33). This fallen world is a long way from the 
perfection God intended. However, we trust that all 
things (including suffering and death) work together for 
good, to draw us closer to God.  
 

Q6. How can we learn, and teach others to learn, 
dependence on God?  
 

This fallen world and our own sinfulness mean that the 
life of Christians will inevitably be `thrown out of 
balance. Jesus does not promise us perfect balance — 
not in this life. But He does offer us peace. His peace is 
the peace of knowing that He has the situation in hand. 
This peace reminds us that God’s presence never leaves 
us and that, amid the chaos, He gives us a true and 
lasting promise that will see us through. In a world that 
experiences a tremendous amount of change, God’s 
peace given through love never changes. Thanks be to 
God.  
 

Q7. Read Habakkuk 3:17–19 and Philippians 4:7. 
How does God’s peace give us comfort in times of 
calamity?  
 

A PATH FORWARD (CONNECT)  
 

Recovery in the wake of a national catastrophe takes 
time. Fear was prevalent when this pandemic began, and 
it still lingers today. Pastors and congregations are antsy 
to get back to normal. And getting back to normal is 
more complicated than we realize.  
 

Pastors are feeling pressure from all sides. Criticisms 
may have come from fellow brothers in the ministry or 
from congregants. But, beloved in the Lord, keep these 
criticisms in perspective. Difficult situations bring 
emotions to the surface and such things are expected. 
But here’s the cold hard truth: You can only do what 
you are given to do.  
 

Never take credit for your success and never take blame 
for your perceived failures. Remain faithful to Jesus. 
Pastors are called to do His bidding. Everything else 
will run its course. Living within the bounds of what 
God has called pastors (and husbands, fathers, etc.) to 
do will help keep the proper balance and the correct 
perspective on ministry. Here is a breakdown of a few 
balance and perspective pointers mentioned in this study 
that will help pastors navigate these days of testing:  
 

• Cultivate humility: Be kind, tenderhearted and 
forgiving (Ephesians 4:32).  
 

• Promote collegiality among the brotherhood: Set an 
example of concern and support for fellow pastors.  
 

• Be a voice of reason and calm pastoral judgment in all 
your communications with parishioners and pastors 

alike. We may not know exactly what lies ahead, but 
Christ Jesus has got this!  
 

• Seek counsel: You are not a solo entrepreneur — when 
faced with unprecedented circumstances, ask your 
circuit brothers for advice, then proceed collectively.  
 

• Encourage: All things are sanctified by Word and 
prayer (1 Timothy 4:5) — your sheep and lambs are 
fearful, anxious, frustrated and worried. Point them to 
God’s promises; always be eager to pray and bless.  
 

• Mind your first vocation: Parsonages are not immune 
to tension and distress. Use these days to plow new 
ground at home, set aside time for your wife and kids 
and devise new ways to build the bond of peace in your 
home.  
 

• Tend to your soul. Unplug from media and distractions 
each day for immersion in God’s Word and prayer. Get 
off by yourself and if you can read and pray out loud. 
Then, listen not only with your ears but your heart as 
well.1 
 

Q8. Based on the list above, what measures might be 
the most meaningful/helpful for you to implement 
amid these challenging times?  
 

Q9. Discuss how this study has helped you gain a 
better perspective on finding balance within life and 
ministry today. How can we work together to achieve 
our goals?  
 
PRAYER:  
 

Dear Heavenly Father, guard our hearts and our lives. 
Give us the strength through the work of Your Holy 
Spirit to endure the sufferings that often fall upon us. 
Thwart the activity of the Evil One who tries to separate 
us from Christ, from our fellow brothers in the ministry, 
from our congregations and families. Give us strength to 
endure the frustration and fatigue. Grant us peaceful 
hearts and a calm spirit to know that Your promises 
never end, no matter what challenges lay ahead of us. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
*See answers on pages 10 and 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 These pointers are based on a DOXOLOGY email sent out by the 
Rev. Dr. Harold Senkbeil on April 24, 2020. They are used by 
permission of the author.  



September 6 – Pentecost XIV (Proper 18A) –
 This world needs watchmen (Ezekiel 33:7). Our 
brothers and sisters need keepers (Matthew 
18:15). Almighty God has set us here for such a 
time as this. He doesn’t promise we’ll find speaking 
truth in love easy. But He does assure us it 
changes hearts and saves lives. We don’t warn 
against abortion and assisted suicide to show our 
own superiority. We tell of these sins to show every 
human life their dear Savior and to share with them 
in His kingdom forever. 
 

September 13 – Pentecost XV (Proper 19A) –
 Today the good Lord has a good Word for those of 
us who have participated in abortion. He forgives 
that. He forgives you. “[A]s far as the east is from 
the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12). What’s 
more, He redeems every sinner. He redeems all 
our failures. “[Y]ou meant evil … but God meant it  

 
 
for good” (Genesis 50:20). Who could you counsel 
or comfort with what you’ve learned from this 
mistake (Romans 14:7)? 
 

September 20 – Pentecost XVI (Proper 20A) –
 The Apostle St. Paul must have felt like a burden 
and better off dead (Philippians 1:21). Persecution 
caused him almost constant pain. Imprisoned in 
Rome, perhaps awaiting execution, he only ate, 
bathed, and was clothed at someone else’s 
pleasure. Yet though he couldn’t work, God made 
him a witness who blessed untold multitudes 
throughout history (Philippians 1:24). And what 
great worth and purpose likewise shines in our 
lives even when confined to hospital beds or 
completely incapacitated! 
 

September 27 – Pentecost XVII (Proper 21A) –
 The Lord God Almighty never views death as a 
solution or even a necessary evil. “For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord 
God” (Ezekiel 18:32). This certainly includes—and 
plainly prohibits—abortions and physician-assisted 
suicides. What alternative do we have in the face 
of surprise pregnancies and terminal diagnoses? 
“Count others more significant than 
yourselves” (Philippians 2:3b)—the way God 
Himself regards you. 

Q1. Stewards are caretakers of that which God calls 
sacred. Read 1 Corinthians 4:1–4. With what are the 
“stewards” entrusted (v. 1–2)?  
A1. The stewards are entrusted with the mysteries of 
God — the Sacraments. Take note that stewards are 
only called to faithfully administer what God has 
entrusted to them. Pastors may struggle to find balance 
during times of significant change. However, they are 
not called to be stewards of more than God has called 
them to be. Keeping this central thought in mind 
through this study will help pastors realize that their 
vocations remain the same although the function of 
those vocations may change.  
 

Q2. Read 2 Corinthians 3:4–5. When pastors feel 
inadequate, what does God remind them?  
A2. God reminds pastors and all Christians that we are 
not sufficient in ourselves. We’ve got nothing 
whatsoever inside of us that gives hope amid despair or 
heals what is broken. Our sufficiency only comes 
through Christ.  

Q3. How are daily repentance and Baptism connected? 
Why should pastors and all Christians begin with 
repentance? Read Ephesians 4:22 and 2 Corinthians 5:17.  
A3. Repentance is turning to our Lord — He turns us to 
Him. It’s our sinful inclination to listen to our own 
voices of self-doubt, insufficiency and failure. We 
should not listen to our voices, or the voice of the devil, 
who seeks to wreak havoc on our conscience and tells 
us lies about what makes for success  
 

Q4. Read 2 Corinthians 1:3–9. How does Paul speak of 
comfort amid affliction to the church in Corinth?  
A4. Paul speaks of God’s comfort as coming to the 
afflicted not to relieve suffering or pain but rather to 
bestow a promise: the deliverance from death. Notice 
how Paul includes himself in the sufferings: “For we 
share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings…” Sharing in 
affliction puts us in good company with our fellow 
pastors, Christians and especially our Savior. Christ’s 
sufferings consume our sufferings as we bear His cross 
in good times and in bad. Suffering and affliction are 
never undone, but they are outmatched. That’s the 
promise Jesus makes for us and the reality we as 
Christians live in right now.  
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Finding Balance and Perspective in the 
Ministry: Answer Key 
by Dr. Tyler C. Arnold  



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-Th / 8:00a-3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator -School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Summer Hours: 
8:30am – 3:30pm  
Monday—Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F /  
6:00a-5:30p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 
 

July 
Memorials 

 

Undesignated Fund 
$20.00 

In memory of  
Madge English 

 

Organ Fund 
$120.00 

In memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

Gertrude  
Washatko 

 

Unified 
$100.00 

In Memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 
Endowment Fund 

$20.00 
In Memory of  

Gertrude  
Washatko 

 
 
 

Offering for July 
$56,865.00 

 

$1,185.00 
 

 
$245.00 

 

$285.00 
 

$190.00 

$3,955.32 
 

 
$0.00 

 
 

$90.00 
 

$62,815.32 
 

Q5. Read Philippians 1:3–11 and Colossians 1:3–14. 
Notice how Paul begins his letters with thanksgiving and 
prayer. Also, take note of how Paul remains thankful 
even during difficult times (imprisonment, persecution, 
etc.). How does Paul make a connection between himself 
and those who receive these epistles?  
A5. In Philippians, Paul mentions that he holds them in 
his heart, for they are partakers of God’s grace with him 
(v.7). In Colossians, he says that God has delivered 
them from the domain of darkness and transferred them 
to the kingdom of His beloved Son (v.13). The idea that 
Christ remains with all the workers in the vineyard and 
that all Christians can find comfort in knowing that we 
are not alone continues throughout Paul’s message to 
the churches. God continues to give strength through the 
means of grace and through fellow pastors and believers 
as well.  
 

Q6. How can we learn, and teach others to learn, 
dependence on God?  
A6. God continues to give His creation daily bread, yet 
we so easily forget to give thanks for everything we 
need to support our body and life. We are reminded in 
Mathew 10:30–31 that even the hairs of our head are 
numbered and we are more valuable than many 
sparrows. Our plight may cause us to forget such things. 
But it was only for us that the Father gave His only Son. 
A balanced life recognizes that we must continue to 
depend on God, the only source of all blessings.  

 

Q7. Read Habakkuk 3:17–19 and Philippians 4:7. How 
does God’s peace give us comfort in times of calamity?  
 

A7. God’s peace remains even when “the fields yield no 
food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no 
herd in the stalls” (v. 17). It’s hard to imagine peace 
when our circumstances make us so anxious. That’s 
why Paul says in Philippians that God’s peace surpasses 
ALL understanding. His peace is beyond 
comprehension. As mentioned before, peace is attached 
to promise and not feeling. So, amid difficult times, we 
still have God’s peace. This gives us hope, knowing that 
God’s peace will endure beyond our troubling 
experiences.  
 

Q8. Based on the list above, what measures might be the 
most meaningful/helpful for you to implement amid these 
challenging times?  
A8. Answers will vary. Some of these pointers may be 
more meaningful than others. Focus answers on 
practical ways individual pastors may implement these 
suggestions within their family/ministry contexts.  
 

Q9. Discuss how this study has helped you gain a better 
perspective on finding balance within life and ministry 
today. How can we work together to achieve our goals? 
A9. Answers will vary. The discussion should include 
personal goals that can be shared with the group.  

 

School Tuition  
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