
 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries): 
 

Medical: 

Stephanie Koepp  
(daughter-in-law of George and Polly Koepp) 

Geraldine Kerl 

Tom Kohn 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment 
 

Mourning:  
 

Other: 
 
 

 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 

If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name  

added to the prayer list, please contact the church office.  

Prayer requests for Thanksgiving, Milestone, Medical, and 

Mourning will remain on the list for two weeks.  Prayer  

requests for Long-term Illness/Treatment will remain for one 

month unless the church office is notified with an update on 

the individual.  Please be sure that you have the permission of 

the individual before contacting the church office to add 

them to the public prayer list. 
 
 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 

members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be 

made or arranged. 
 

 

 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
-Philippians 4:6-7 

Please Pray 

Sunday, 1 Sam. 2:18–36 and Acts 15:22–41  
Monday, 1 Sam. 3:1–21 and Acts 16:1–22  
Tuesday,  1 Sam. 4:1–21 and Acts 16:23–40  
Wednesday, 1 Sam. 5:1—6:3, 10–16 and Acts 18:1–11, 
              23– 28  
Thursday, 1 Sam. 6:19—7:17 and Acts 19:1–22  
Friday, 1 Sam. 8:1–22 and Acts 21:15–36 
Saturday, 1 Sam. 9:1–27 and Acts 21:37—22:16  

This week’s readings comes from the Daily Lectionary found 
in the Lutheran Service Book page 299. 

Week of  
July 19, 2020 

Join the  

St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries  

Facebook group for news, 

updates and daily  

encouragement! 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
 

1) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video near the 
restrooms.   
 

2) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 
medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

3) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

4) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

5) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  
 

Daily Lectionary 

+ Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. *with online reservations 
+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. 
+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. 
+ Sundays 9:15 a.m. *with online reservations 
+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
 

*The link for reservations is on the church website 
at stjohnsportage.com. 
 

Online Worship will continue to be on our Facebook 
pages and YouTube. A link to the service outline for the 
online worship service will be available on the church 
webpage along with the online worship schedule.   
 

Individual/household communion at the front of the 
sanctuary will continue to be offered at these times:  
+ Wednesdays 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
+ Saturdays 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
 

Masks will be encouraged but not required.  We have a 
limited quantity of disposable masks and gloves 
available.  We will be disinfecting common areas and 
pews between each service. Please practice social 
distancing and good hygiene habits. 
 

Worship Times 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstjohnsportage.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3De04f76a374ad763907e47124d%26id%3Ddd1d8168bf%26e%3D2a37b4f882&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5322bff17c024e6badb208d8019b06c0%7C94a0e8b3c7c04877a1c51


For the protection of the church facility, the  
only door unlocked during church office hours is the side 
entrance on Armstrong Street (near Franklin Street). Feel 
free to park on  Armstrong Street near the entrance, if 
you plan on stopping by.  Our office hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8:30am to 3:30pm. 

Support St. John’s Ministries 

Reminders 

Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast  
Our Sunday morning broadcast of the previous Sunday 
service continues at 10:00 a.m. on WPDR 1350 AM. 
Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order of service  
booklets ($30) may be sponsored in honor, or in 
memory, of a special person or occasion.   

Check out week 5 of VBS 2020 at stjohnsportage.com. 
 

Each Monday, you will find a teacher, a volunteer, or a 
whole group sharing a Bible story with you online. 

Scrip is back!  
Place your Scrip orders by noon on Tuesdays, and they 
will be available for pick up after 12:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays. 
Sign up today!  
Visit: shop.shopwithscrip.com 
Click: Register 
Enrollment Code: 541EL4DE3891L   

We are open! 
 

NEW St. John’s Church office hours: 
8:30am – 3:30pm Monday—Thursday 
 

St. John’s School office hours: 
8:30am – 3:30pm Monday—Thursday 
 

St. John’s Child Development Center office hours: 
6:00am – 6:00pm  Monday—Friday 

Shop AmazonSmile 
 

Instead of shopping at amazon.com, simply shop  
smile.amazon.com.  When you visit smile.amazon.com 
for the first time, you will prompted to select a  
charitable organization from the list provided.   
Choose St. John's Lutheran Church and the  
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the  
purchase price of eligible products to St. John’s  
Lutheran Ministries.    
 

St. John’s has received $322.21 in 2020! 

Thank You 

Prayers 

Prayer On Entering A Church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 
where your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender 
mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ, my God and Lord.  Amen.  
 

Communion Prayer 
Almighty and Everlasting God, I thank and praise You 
for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, 
having with my mouth received the holy sacrament, I 
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen.  

Looking for a something to read this  
summer? Check out the church library. 
Have you ever wondered where our church library is  
and how to check out books?  Visit the church library  
located at the Welcome Center. 
 

If you find a book that piques your interest, take it home, 
read it, and return it.  It is just that simple! 
 

No paperwork – no hassle! 
 

We are not accepting book donations for the church  
library at this time.  

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
Greetings, in Christ’s Name!  I’m Erik, and I’m a current 
student at Concordia Seminary—St. Louis. I am actually 
heading out on vicarage this year, so I’ll be serving for a 
year in Antigo, WI! I’m very excited for this opportunity 
to learn and serve. I am writing to personally thank you 
for donating to this seminary. Your generous giving is so 
very appreciated, particularly during this time of 
pandemic. I and the seminary community are so thankful 
for all our donors, and God has blessed us with your 
generosity. You are in my prayers.  
 

Peace in Christ,  
 
Erik H.  



Come, Ye Thankful People, Come LSB 892 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
           Tune and text: Public domain   

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Exhortation   LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins   LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
  

Absolution   LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, 
we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6–8 
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
 besides me there is no god. 
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
 Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
Fear not, nor be afraid; 
 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
 There is no Rock; I know not any.”    

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle                                                                              Romans 8:18–27 
 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel                 Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.   

 [Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How 
then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and 
the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the 
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Come, Ye Thankful People, Come LSB 892 sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 
           Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.    

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin      
        Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at    
        the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.    

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
        the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer            LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

   

The Words of Our Lord 
  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke 
it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”    

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini   LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 



Distribution 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 
Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom 
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction   LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LSB 827 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

Text (st. 4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005776 
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