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LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH 
YEAR 
 

August 2 – Pentecost IX (Proper 13A) – “I can’t 
afford this baby.” None of us can. Only He Who sends 
the mouths sends their meat. And He has shown both 
ability and willingness to conjure it out of thin air when 
necessary (Matthew 14:20). If He doesn’t use our 
profound poverties as excuse for executions, how can 
we allow it for anyone else? Christians have better ideas 
than abortion. Fund food pantries. Staff pregnancy help 
centers. We take it seriously when Jesus says, “You 
give them something to eat” (Matthew 14:16). 
 

August 9 – Pentecost X (Proper 14A) – The Lord of 
Life intimately and meticulously attends to His creation 
(Job 38:4-18). He even gently but relentlessly looks 
after the inanimate objects. But did His devotion to 
mountains and oceans drive Him to order our world 
from within and not just from outside (Matthew 14:32)? 
No. He has put on the universe He put together so that 
He may love and save and have humankind. And He 
has not spared the smallest detail. So why would we 

exclude any, whatever their size, skills, or 
circumstances? 
 

August 16 – Pentecost XI (Proper 15A) – Jesus didn’t 
really see the Canaanite woman as less than human 
(Matthew 15:21-28). He compared her to a dog but also 
called all the Israelites sheep. Many Jews did treat 
Gentiles like animals, though. No doubt they took close 
note when He included her and her little girl among the 
children of God. It’s like someone today saying fetuses 
count as human beings or elderly lives matter as much 
as the rest of us. 
 

August 23 – Pentecost XII (Proper 16A) – Christians 
do not hide behind personal choice. We rejoice in 
community rather than autonomy (Romans 12:4-5). Our 
Heavenly Father has given us the privilege of receiving 
the unborn and the aged as neighbors. Our Lord and 
Savior gives us the responsibility of serving as brothers 
and sisters to those experiencing surprise pregnancies 
and terminal diagnoses. Instead of “my body, my 
choice,” we get to delight in “my body, my 
gift!” (Romans 12:1). 
 

August 30 – Pentecost XIII (Proper 17A) – One 
Gospel-motivated voice For Life said, “No one wants 
an abortion as she wants an ice cream cone or a new car. 
She wants an abortion as an animal, caught in a trap, 
wants to gnaw off its own leg.” Poverty and pain, 
disability and disease, abuse and abandonment take 
away a lot. But incarnate, crucified, and risen-again 
Lord Jesus guarantees suffering cannot take everything. 
Even amid afflictions we overcome these evils not with 
death but with His joy and hope, courage and 
compassion (Romans 12:21). 

What is the 
“baptismal font”? 
In church, the baptismal 
font is a place where we 
see the Holy Spirit do 
His stuff! As St. Paul 
says in Titus: “He 

saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life” (Titus 3:5–7). This all happens at the 
baptismal font.  
 
Why do we use a baptismal font?  
Baptism is important in the lives of God’s people. In 
Baptism you were given the forgiveness of sins, rescued 
from death and the devil, and given salvation. All of this 
comes to you through God’s Word with the water in 
Baptism. The font reminds us of the wonderful gift of 

God’s forgiveness. It also 
reminds us that our old sinful 
self has been drowned, and a 
new person arises to live in 
faith!  

+ + +  
Kids in the  

Divine Service  

Copyright © 2017 LCMS Worship. Created by Christopher Thoma. LCMS 
congregations and schools have permission to reproduce “KIDS in the Divine 
Service” for their use. lcms.org | 888-THE LCMS  

Parents: Distinguishing between Law and 
Gospel is a life-long venture of study. 
Perhaps you or your child can take notes 
during the sermon. Following the Divine 
Service, discuss these notes, identifying the 
Law and the Gospel in the sermon. 



(ESV) Acts 1:24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two 
you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 
own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles.  
 

The apostles experienced a period of waiting between 
the time of Jesus’ resurrection and Pentecost.  Pentecost 
was also the Jewish Feast of Harvests.  As I think about 
the Feast of Harvests, it reminds me of Jesus’ words in 
Luke 10:2 that the harvest is great, but the workers are 
few.   
 

Pentecost is God equipping his church with the power of 
His Spirit that He will be glorified among the nations.  
God’s workers are sent into his harvest field.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the waiting timeframe, Matthias was appointed 
by God.  The men chose him after prayer and the  
then-common use of casting lots.  
 

Matthias’ qualifications for being an apostle included:  
 Being with Jesus since the time of John baptizing 

Jesus 
 Being baptized by John 
 

 Being a complete follower of Jesus throughout His 
ministry – not just one of the crowd listening on the 
sidelines as a fan of Jesus 

 Having been there at the resurrection and believing 
in Jesus as Savior  

 Witnessing to others – preaching the living Savior, 
as the resurrection of Christ became the very basis 
of the apostles’ message 

 

Matthias, along with the others, had purpose - to make 
sure everyone knew about the salvation Jesus alone 
offers.  Matthias, as well as the others, went forth 
preaching and planting the seeds of faith for God to give 
the growth of understanding and belief.   
 

During college, my daughter was asked by a friend, 
“What makes you so happy all the time?” My daughter 
replied: “It’s Jesus.”  When she told me of this instance, 
she was bubbling over with happiness.  Her joy was 
boisterous when she told me, “Mom! I might have been 
the one to plant a seed of faith for someone else to water  

Our Matthias Moment by Connie Strich 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labors are few.   
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
Luke 10:2 

Luke 10:2 He told them, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the LORD 
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field. 

1 Corinthians 3:5-9 What then is Apollos? What 
is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, 
as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth.  He who 
plants and he who waters are one, and each will 
receive his wages according to his labor.  For 
we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s 
field, God’s building. 
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and nurture.  Isn’t that exciting?!” 
 

The Holy Spirit has blessed us with eyes of faith.  
Because of: 

 our belief in Jesus’ dying for our sins 
 believing in his resurrection,  
 our testimonies and witnessing,  
 sharing our faith with others, 
 

we should all have our own Matthias moments of 
purpose. We accomplish our goal each time when we 
use our God-given talents, such as those described in 
Romans 12:6-8 (but not limited to just those gifts).   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The harvest is still immense and always in need of more 
workers.   
 

Lord God, may it be Your will to bless us with guiding 
our hearts, thoughts, words, deeds, and productivity that 
our actions would reflect Your will and Your glory 
through all that we do.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

Does God will and even cause suffering? Or does He 
merely “allow” it to happen? Let’s begin with the 
suffering and cross of Jesus. For the answers to our 
questions about suffering, so far as we can understand 
anything at all of what the Bible teaches, begin and end 
with Jesus. 
 

Did God know from eternity that the Eternal Word, the 
Second Person of the Trinity, would assume flesh, be 
born, live, suffer and die for the sins of the world? 
Certainly so. Revelation 13:8 calls Jesus “the Lamb 

slain from the foundation of the world.” Already at the 
fall into sin, God gave the promise, “He [the Christ] 
shall bruise your [Satan’s] head, and you shall bruise his 
heel” (Gen. 3:15). The promise was repeated by the 
prophets, first to last, and many times. The lambs of 
Passover prefigured Christ. Did God will that those 
original Passover lambs be sacrificed and their blood 
mark the doors of the Hebrew people enslaved in 
Egypt? Quite certainly. He explicitly commanded that it 
be done. When John the Baptizer pointed to Jesus and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world” (John 1:29), was he indicating that the 
death of Jesus, although foreknown by God, would be 
effected by the will of men (for example, Judas, Pilate,  

Does God will suffering and affliction? 
by Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

Romans 12:6-8 Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if 
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in 
his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.   



religious leaders in Jerusalem)? No. There was more. 
 

So there you have it. God the Father and God the Son 
willed that the Son should suffer and die. God willed 
death. God willed suffering. At first, this is 
disconcerting. Isn’t death a result of sin? Isn’t suffering 
a result of sin? So, is God the cause of sin? No. God is 
not the cause and source of sin and death. Yet God 
Himself makes use of the curse of sin — suffering and 
death — for His good purposes. In doing so, He most 
often works in a hidden way. Our life is “hidden with 
Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). Just think of it. As Christ was 
dying on the cross, His followers were terrified, 
distraught, hopeless, helpless. They thought that God 
had abandoned Jesus, and them. But it was not so. The 
Father had abandoned Jesus to death for them. The 
greatest act in the history of the universe appeared to be 
the most pathetic, powerless and useless failure. 
 

Christians see the world differently. God used affliction 
to test Abraham by telling him to act contrary to God’s 
promise that the world would be blessed through Isaac 
(Gen. 22). God specifically gave Satan permission to all 
but slaughter Job. Yet against all the evidence that God 
must hate him, Job replied in faith, “Though he slay me, 
I will hope in him” (Job 13:15). St. Paul wrote: 

There are many such passages of God willing suffering 
for good, but all of them pale next to the cross. And the 
cross could only be understood after the resurrection. 
 

What’s God doing with COVID-19? One could suggest 
that sin somehow corrupted a perfect creation to cause 
some very harmful changes in microbes. St. Paul 
declares “that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now” (Rom. 
8:22). Our Lutheran forefathers, from Luther to Walther, 
never hesitated to preach that disasters and plagues were 
the just application of the Law upon the world and 
believers, to do what the Law always does, bring 
repentance. 
 

Years ago, I was going through a particularly 
challenging period. (What it was about, I do not recall.) 
A dear colleague of mine pointed me to the following 
passage of our wonderful, Lutheran Formula of 
Concord, confessed by all the congregations, pastors and 
church workers in the LCMS. I’ve never been able to 
forget it: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I cannot fully fathom the tiniest portion of what God is 
up to in this time of crisis. I do know what He did in the 
cross of Jesus. I do know that He knows what He is 
doing. I do know that He works His greatest blessings 
through crosses. I plunge all my questions into the 
wounds of Christ on Calvary. I know that “he was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities … and with his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 
53:5). “But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once there came out blood and 
water” (John 19:34). I plunge my doubts into His hands 
and His side. I plunge my fears into His blood (Lord’s 
Supper) and water (my precious Baptism). And I know 
that through crosses, the Father is conforming “every 
one of His elect to the image of His Son. His cross shall 
and must work together for good for everyone.” 
 
 
 
–Pastor Harrison 
 

“A thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 
Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 
conceited. … But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:7, 9).  

“Furthermore, this doctrine [eternal election] 
provides glorious consolation under the cross and 
amid temptations. In other words, God in His 
counsel, before the time of the world, determined 
and decreed that He would assist us in all distresses 
[anxieties and perplexities]. He determined to grant 
patience [under the cross], give consolation, 
nourish and encourage hope, and produce an 
outcome for us that would contribute to our 
salvation. Also, Paul teaches this in a very 
consoling way. He explains that God in His purpose 
has ordained before the time of the world by what 
crosses and sufferings He would conform every 
one of His elect to the image of His Son. His cross 
shall and must work together for good for 
everyone, because they are called according to 
God’s purpose. Therefore, Paul has concluded that 
it is certain and beyond doubt that neither 
‘tribulation, or distress,’ neither ‘death nor life,’ or 
other such things ‘will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’” (FC SD 
XI 48–49, emphasis added).   



Did anyone else jump on the bread making band-wagon during quarantine?  Check out these 
bread recipes from 150th Anniversary: This Far By Faith cookbook located in our church library at the Welcome 
Center.  

Poppy Seed Bread submitted by Virgina Miller 
3 c. flour 
1 1/2 tsp. salt 
1 1/2 c. milk 
3 eggs 
3 T. poppy seed 

2 1/2 c. sugar 
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 1/4c oil 
2 tsp. vanilla 
2 tsp. almond extract 

Sift dry ingredients, add remaining ingredients. Beat 2 
minutes; grease 2 pans , bake at 350° for 45 minutes. 

Topping: 
 

2 tsp. melted butter 
3/4 c. sugar 

1/2 tsp. almond extract 
1/4 c. orange juice 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 

Heat until sugar is dissolved.  Remove bread from 
pans; brush hot glaze on while warm.  

Wisconsin Cheesy Garlic Bread 
submitted by Pat Baerwolf 

1 (16 in.) French bread           
      loaf, cut in 1-in. slices 
1/2 c. softened butter 
1 tsp. garlic powder or  
          garlic salt 

1/2 tsp. parsley flakes 
8 oz. shredded  
         mozzarella cheese 

Preheat oven to 400°.  Mix butter, garlic, and parsley.  
Spread on one side of bread with garlic spread. Place 
bread, spread side up, on ungreased cooking sheet. 
Cover with shredded cheese. Bake 8–10 minutes or 
until lightly browned.   

Spicy Pineapple-Zucchini Bread submitted by Beverly Carney 

 

With a mixer, beat eggs.  Add salad oil, sugar, and vanilla.  Continue beating mixture until think and foamy.   
Stir in with spoon the zucchini and pineapple.  Combine remaining ingredients in another bowl; stir gently into 
zucchini mixture just to blend.  Divide equally into 2 greased and floured 9 x 5 inch pans.  Bake 1 hour at 350°  
or until wooden pick comes out clean.  Cool in pans for 10 minutes and finish cooling on wire rack.  

3 eggs 
1 c. salad oil 
2 c. sugar 
2 tsp. vanilla 
2 c. coarsely shredded zucchini 
1 (8 1/4-oz.) can of crushed pineapple, well drained 
3 c. flour, un-sifted 

2 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 
3/4 tsp. ground nutmeg 
1 c. finely chopped walnuts 
1 c. currants 



St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 
Calendar TBD. 

Calendar events are subject to change.   
For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  

http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar  

August 2 
Brian and Ann 

Yahnke 
 

August 3 
William and Irma 

Brockley 
 

August 4 
Andrew and Amber 

Schwartz 
 

August 8 
John and Annetta 

Lauth 
James and Joanne 

Sohl 
 
 
 
 

August 9 
Raymond and Sharon 

Norland 
Eric and Mary 

Soderlund 
Gary and Liesa 

Zastrow 
 

August 13 
Phillip and Judy 

Rygiewicz 
 

August 14 
Grant and Kendra 

Wotring 
 

August 15 
Harold and Suzanne 

Erdman 
 

August 18 
Louis and Robin 

Herrick 
 

August 19 
George and Pauline 

Koepp 
Mandrow and Kris 

Tomazewski 
 

August 22 
James and Jamie 

Moll 
 

August 23 
Mark and Jeannie 

Mueller 
 
 
 
 

August 25 
David and Jessica 

Fandrich 
Benjamin and Monica 

Neumann 
 

August 26 
Dale and Jenny 

Megown 
 

August 28 
Theodore and Tammy 

Mootz 
 

August 31 
Richard and Carol 

Beckett 
Don and Jan 
Weideman 
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01 Audrey Dettman 
 Judith Raimer 
 Sarah Zimmerman 
 

02 Isaac Buchholz 
 Harold Wakershauser 
 

03 Herbert Jahn 
 Landon Jones 
 Amanda Steinle 
 David Zimmerman 
 

04 Peggy Martin 
 Benjamin Mootz 
 Darwin Wolfgram 
 

05 Jessica Fandrich 
 Donald Hackbarth 
 

06 Dennis Bennett 
 Stephen Larson 
 Paul Lendobeja 
 Mark Mostrom 
 

07 Logan Paske 
 Annabelle Reynolds 
 Stacie Wheeler 
 Mark Witt 
 

08 Michael Behnke 
 Harold Erdman 
 

09 Karen George 
 Pauline Koepp 
 Theodore Richards 
 Christian Somer 
 Geraldine Vogt 
 Tiffany Welsh 
 

10 Jordan Jones 
 Karen Tessendorf 
 

11 Janet Hasse 
 Troy Simonson 
 Andrew Tamminga 
 

12 Leslie Ciolkosz 
 David Hall 
 Russell Miller 
 Sharon Raddatz 
 

13 Keith Horan 
 Ellowyn Kershaw 
 John Neale 
 Holly Wolfgram 

 

14 Benton Boeck 
 Payton Kabele 
 Virginia Miller 
 Austin Raimer 
 Kenneth Schumann 
 Amy Windus 
 

16 Michael Witkowski 
 

17 Russell Carrington 
 Ronald Eddy 
 Jamie Jardine 
 Evan Kraucyk 
  

18 Robin Herrick 
 Eric Mraz 
 Ronald Paske 
 

19 Amber Schwartz 
 Amy Tikkanen 
 

20 Nicole Moll 
 James Winkelmann 
 

21 Joshua Krueger 
 Lori Platt 
 Wyatt Simonson 
 

23  Jenny Megown 
 

24 Ronald Atkinson 
 

25 Hunter Gitzlaff 
 Diane Kesterton 
 Mark Zimmerman 
 

26 Evelynn Bocinsky 
 Hunter Sanders 
 Douglas Zuhlke 
 

27 Curtis Nummerdor 
 Karlie Schultz 
 Kaysie Schultz 
 Ronald Thompson 
 

28 Thomas Kohn 
 Kyle Schumann 
 Donald Stanford 
 

29 Shirley Mittlesteadt 
 

30 Carla Henke 
 Evonne Warren 
 Robert Warren 
 
 
 
 

31 Laura Gerstenkorn 
 Michael Mulhern 
 Sydnie Wheeler 
 
 
 



 

Non-traditional English Class  

 
The common language among Lutherans in the Eurasia 
region is English. Unfortunately, not many Czechs 
within the ECAVvČR (Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic) speak 
English well enough to connect and be understood by 
their colleagues from other countries. So, part of my job 
involves teaching English to church leaders in Prague.  
 

The first non-traditional English class started in 
February and just wrapped up the first semester. One 
student needed to study for his pastoral exam, and 
another student got stuck in a different country while 
traveling right before the quarantine, so the class size 
shrunk. We also realized that proficiency was quite 
different among the students. In fall, I will teach two 
different levels of English classes to accommodate all 
the students.  
 
Bringing Christ to class  
 

“It’s fine to learn English with stories about John buying 
apples at a store, but when you learn to talk about your 
faith, it means so much more,” a student commented at 
the end of the class. During the course, we read a short 
Christian book and students found Scripture passages 
that related to each chapter. Group discussion questions 
and short writing assignments focused on topics such as 
sin, living as a Christian in today’s world, witnessing to 
others, forgiveness, spiritual warfare, and facing trials 
and hardships. By the end of the semester, I could see  
 

 

significant improvement among the students.  
 

One of the most difficult things about English for non-
native speakers is pronunciation, especially for Czechs. 
It’s difficult to know how to pronounce “wound” or 
“read” when you need to consider the context of the 
sentence. Czech words have little symbols over letters to 
help, e.g. peče (baking) or péče (caring), so there is no 
guessing.  
 

I enjoyed seeing the students gain confidence in their 
English capabilities. But I also learned a lot during the 
course myself, such as how Czechs construct sentences. 
Most importantly, I learned that despite our language 
challenges, we are truly brothers and sisters in Christ, 
trying to share His light with those still living in 
darkness.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My course completion certificate  
 

I learned a lot during my 16-week Czech language class 
at Charles University in Prague. The spring semester 
started in a classroom on campus, but after a few weeks, 
the quarantine required online instruction.  
 

At an intermediate level of study, only Czech was used 
for the entire 3 ½ hour class. One other American 
attended the class; he has lived in Prague for seven 
years. We also had a British actor, who is married to a 
Czech woman. All the rest of the students were native 
Russian speakers. Russian is a Slavic language; English 
is not. So, I learned a lot of Czech, even to understand 
what I was hearing. We had weekly homework 
assignments, and we did Czech presentations in 
PowerPoint for the class.  

SERVING THE LORD IN  

CZECH REPUBLIC   
NEWS FROM CINDY ZIRBEL WRUCKE  
 

June 2020 

Our non-traditional English class met via Zoom to wrap up the first 16-week 



TECHNOLOGY  
 

In addition to learning Czech, we also learned to use 
technology for the online classes that started in March. 
We first used Microsoft Teams, but due to hardware 
incompatibility with some students, we moved to Zoom 
for our weekly “live” classes. Homework assignments 
still resided on Teams, and we used email to 
communicate with the teacher and fellow students.  
 
FINAL EXAM  
 

As the semester neared the end, many schools in Prague 
started re-opening, with restrictions. We hoped that we 
could meet again in a classroom, especially for our final 
exam. But that wasn’t possible to maintain social 
distancing. So, we finished the course online.  
 

The final exam had three components: a 30-minute 
grammar test, a 20-minute writing exercise and a 15-
minute speaking test with the teacher. The timers started 
as soon as you logged in, and you had to finish each part 

to get the log-in for the next component. A week after 
the test, I got an email informing me that I could go to 
the school office to pick up my certificate. Praise the 
Lord, I passed the final exam and the course.  

We are praying for you! 2020 has been a year like none 
other in recent history. You are likely ready for the 
school year to start just to regain some normalcy for 
your family. We get it. 
 

We intend to open in person for the fall semester on 
time. We still have several issues that must be resolved 
before an accurate picture of the fall semester can be 
provided. Very little has been set other than we intend 
to be open for school. This situation is still fluid. We are 
not aware of any public school in Wisconsin or 
Lutheran school in our district (South Wisconsin) that 
has published their fall plans. 
 

We know that there is guidance on how our classrooms 
should be organized, for example, square feet per 
student, the need for masks, etc. We are trying to be 
balanced in our approach. We are exploring the usage of 
plexiglass on the desks that may reduce the need for 
masks. Plan on this: there will be times that masks will 
be required. Other times they may be encouraged. Some 
families may request that their child wear a mask all the 
time. Safety of students and staff is our primary 
concern. 
 

The hard part is that each of us has a different opinion 
on safety measures. Some will feel we are over-reacting. 
Others will feel that we are not considering the possible 
risk. It appears each person interprets data differently. 
We will strive for a reasonable approach but know that 
some of you will not be satisfied. 
 

Academically, we want students in the classroom. We 
know this is the best option. We will use this option 
until it is considered unsafe for students and staff. If the 
governor or county orders schools closed, we will 
comply. If it comes as a recommendation, we will 
consider the possibility but not necessarily follow. We 
will try to keep this decision as local as possible. We 
must be open to the possibility that part of the year may 
be modified and online. If we must go to some form of 
online education, we will do better. The first few weeks 
of last year, was a time of learning for all of us. 
 

We will have outdoor recess when school is in session. 
(Some guidance out there has looked unfavorably on 
this option.) Regarding lunch and gym activities, we 
have one more meeting with county health officials to 
help guide this decision. These are important parts of a 
child’s experience at St. John’s. We want them to have 
the cafeteria and recess socializing and gym activities. 
 

Public transportation is a variable we are still trying to 
nail down. This impacts about 30 percent of our 
students. For this issue, we are waiting to see what the 
Portage Public School District intends to do. What do 
we do if Portage Public goes every other day or half-day 
based upon grade levels? What happens if Portage 
Public follows a recommendation to close? We need to 
see what their intentions are before we can answer this 
important component. 
 

At this point, we have no idea what after-school 
athletics will look like. Again, this is an integral part of 
the education experience. But an athletic program needs 
other schools to participate – unless we go the 
intramural route. We have no control over other 
school’s decisions.  

St. John’s Lutheran School 
Reopening Plan 

This month we remember God’s 
faithfulness:  
 

The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; 
they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness.  
Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)  
 
 
 
 
 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-Th / 8:30a-3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator -School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Summer Hours: 
8:30am – 3:30pm  

Monday—Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Child Development  

Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F /  
6:00a-6:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 
 

June 
Memorials 

 

Undesignated 
Fund 

$675.00 
In memory of  

Cody Weideman 
Sally Moe 
Don Mell 

Bonnie Tamminga 
School  
$700.00 

In memory of  
Sally Moe 

Rita Fenske 
Don Mell 

Joyce Paske 
Bonnie Tamminga 

Organ Fund 
$405.00 

In memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

Joyce Paske 
Women’s Guild 

$225.00 
In Memory of  

Bonnie Tamminga 
Care for Candace 

$30.00 
In Memory of  
Joyce Paske 

Endowment Fund 
$125.00 

In Memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

 

CDC 
$135.00 

In Memory of  
Bonnie Tamminga 

Offering for June  

Unified Fund   

Capital 
Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners 
Fund  

Orphanages  

$56,865.00 
 

$1,185.00 
 

 
$245.00 

 

$285.00 
 

$190.00 

School Tuition 
Relief   
 

Pennies for 
Preachers 
 

Organ 
 
Total 

$3,955.32 
 

 
$0.00 

 
 

$90.00 
 

$62,815.32 
 

Regarding class trips – we will need to wait and see. 
Some facilities may or may not allow large groups – 
another thing of which we have no control. 
 

Here is a link to a more even-handed approach from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. It’s a smaller, easier 
read than what the government agencies have been 
providing. This is one of the primary documents that 
will be used in decision making. 
 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-
coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/
covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-
person-education-in-schools/ 
 

Here is the order of our priorities as we consider this 
next year: 
 

1. Safety of students and staff. 
 

2. Best way to partner with parents in the Christian 
Education of the students. 
 

3. Work cooperatively with our community-wide 
response to COVID-19. 
 

We continue to meet with local school and county 
health officials. The principals of the South Wisconsin 
District are meeting weekly. We wish we had more 
information for you. It is likely we will not know until 
early August on many of these issues. We’re sorry it is 
this way. 
 

We hope you continue to partner with us in the 
Christian Education of your child. However, we 
understand that some of these decisions may be deal-
breakers. You ultimately must do what is best for your 
family. We have the responsibility to do what is 
collectively best. Please pray for us. 
 

Our prayer is that you walk with us through this 
uncharted territory. We know Jesus is leading the way 
and will provide what is needed. We will follow and 
trust. 
 

Kelly Behnke and Michael Kempley,  
 Co-Chairs of the Board of Education 
George Koepp, President of St. John’s Lutheran 
Rev. Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor 
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