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I Can 
 

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.  
 

I joined an online writing site a year or so ago.  The 
monitoring personnel set up categories or themes where 
an aspiring author could submit their work wherever the 
‘mood of the moment’ took them and inspired their 
words.  I wrote a ‘free verse’ poem within the category 
of “I Can” as the title.  I am sharing it to refresh your 
individual journey with Jesus, not as a destination 
reached, but rather a life-long walk together with Him.     

 

I can see 
Because God created my body with the organs needed 

to do so. But seeing involves more than just the 
physical. 

 

I can hear 
Because God gave me two ears with which to hear 
But hearing involves more than just the physical. 

 

I can breathe 
Because God created my lungs 

But the very act of my breathing is more than just the 
physical. 

 

I can feel my heart’s beating rhythm 
Because God gave me a heart 

But the pumping heart is so much more than just the 
physical. 

 

I can walk, run and jump 
Because God gave me the physical features of legs and 

arms 
 

But walking, running and jumping are so much more 
than the physical 

I can reason and think 
Because it is God that gave me what little brain I have 

But my thinking needs His constant guidance, to be 
consciously aware of Him always. 

 

In order that I may:  
 With eyes of faith: See beyond myself and give  
 encouragement to others  
 

 Hear and heed the unspoken despair and need of  
 my brothers and sisters in Christ 
 

 To breathe in the Word of God and let it take 
 root to flourish 
  

 For my heart to love with Christ-like attention to 
 others 
  

 To run, walk and jump with joy through this 
 journey of life  
 

 To use my brain to have more knowledge of 
 Jesus and to share Him in all aspects with all. 
 

May the fact of my existence via God’s blessing of life 
itself, give glory back to the Creator so that when my 
life’s race is over, I will rise ‘on wings like eagles;  
I will run and not get weary; I will walk and not faint’  
(Isaiah 40:31) because with God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit, I can. 

 
 
 
 

Connie Streich, author 



LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE 
CHURCH YEAR 

 
July 5 – Pentecost V (Proper 9A) –Generations of 
citizens before us have sacrificed to secure a safe, free, 
and fair land for us. And Christians of ages past also 
loved us enough to guard and deliver the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. What great works of the Lord shall we 
gratefully commend to our descendants (Psalm 145:4)? 
We can’t do any better than declaring and demonstrating 
how God creates, redeems, and calls every human life as 
His own precious treasure forever! 
 
July 12 – Pentecost VI (Proper 10A) – The Word of 
the Lord never returns empty (Isaiah 55:11). And He has 
clearly proclaimed His lavish love for human lives of all 
ages, appearances, and abilities, the way that a farmer 
extravagantly scatters seeds anywhere the soil shows 
(Matthew 13:3). So, we may speak the sanctity of life 
with courage and show it with compassion. The 
Heavenly Father remains responsible for its results, 
whether reception or rejection. 

 
July 19 – Pentecost VII (Proper 11A) – Surprise 
pregnancies often come with many burdens. Terminal 
diagnoses may mean intense suffering. But our Lord and 
Savior promises these circumstances also bring returns 
that far exceed the costs (Romans 8:18). He draws near 
and dwells with us in all our afflictions (Romans 8:26) 
and cultivates a life that’s greater than physical comforts 
– like resurrection smuggled under cover of crucifixion 
and a harvest of wheat safely hidden to blossom behind 
weeds (Matthew 13:30). 
 
July 26 – Pentecost VIII (Proper 12A) – Measuring a 
field’s dimensions cannot diminish the value of a 
treasure buried there (Matthew 13:44). So however 
pretty, popular, or productive, however controversial the 
politics and however personal the choices, do the rest of 
us amount to any more than embryos or incapacitated 
hospital patients when compared to the Almighty Maker 
of heavens and earth? The Lord God actually has a 
preference for small (Deuteronomy 7:7). The less we 
have, the more He gets to give. And since He will have 
us, He wants every member of our race. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Columbia County Right to Life gathers on the second 
Tuesday of every month in front of Planned 
Parenthood, 132 W. Cook St., in Portage from 5:00 pm. 
to 6:00 pm. Please join to pray that abortion will no 
longer be a solution for unplanned pregnancies. The next 
gathering date will be Tuesday, July 14th. Come for all 
or part of the hour. 
 



Ephphatha! 
(Be opened!) 

 

Mark 7:34 and looking up to heaven with a deep 
sigh, He said to him, “Ephphatha!”that is, “Be 
opened!” 
 

“How long will you help me learn this math?” 
asked the young schoolgirl of her oldest brother.  
“As long as it takes for you to get it,” was the 
teenager’s response. The lessons included a 
hands-on seeing as well as hearing explanations 
of how math worked. (*)    
 

Throughout the Old and New Testament, our 
physical senses of sight and hearing, are utilized 
in learning of God’s blessings when answering 
prayer.  
 
Prophets, as Teachers, sought God in prayer.  

 

 The servant to Elisha was concerned when 
seemingly surrounded by the enemy and was 
fearful.  Elisha prayed that the servant’s eyes 
would be opened to see God’s truth, and the 
servant did see the help surrounding them.    
 

 Elijah prayed to God after pouring water over 
the offering on his altar of stones, beseeching 
God to show the Baal worshipers that God 
really is God. God’s fire burned the wet 
offering and dried up the water.   
 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s reason was restored when 
he looked heavenward and, he blessed the 
Most High and gave praise and honored God 

 
 
 
 
 
God hears and answers the earnest imploring of people 

seeking Him. Seeing eyes are opened by God. 
 

Jesus is called Teacher.  He shows us, too, through the 
use of the very senses God created, miracles from 
which our faith blooms because of the physical 
evidence used as God’s blessings.  The first of Jesus’ 
miracles involved the well-known Wedding at Cana.  

We are told how well that wine tasted, and that his 
disciples believed in him.  

 

Not only does water turn into wine, but  
 

 Jesus looked up to heaven, said a blessing and, 
small quantities of fish and bread end up feeding 
many 

 

 A blind man, by faith, knew Jesus descended from 
King David who was a man of God, and calls out to 
Jesus for healing and, Jesus said the man’s faith 
healed him. 

 

 Pharisee Nicodemus listened to Jesus’ teaching of 
being spiritually born again 

 

 The dead were raised when Jesus looked 
heavenward and gave thanks that the people around 
would believe that Jesus came from God when Jesus 
raised Lazarus. 

Jesus was teaching, using the senses from which faith 
would flourish, with each miracle. 

 

Yet it is with the deaf and mute man, Jesus sighs.  He 
uses the physical touch with the fingers in the ears, and 
the saliva touching the man’s tongue.  One Bible 
Commentary states that the sighing implied pity for the 
sufferings of the deaf man.  This sighing invoked once 
again, Jesus’ compassion, not just for this man, but all 
humanity whom he came to serve, die and, be 
resurrected as our savior.  We read of Jesus imploring 
his heavenly Father, within this miracle of restoring 
hearing and clear speech, as he looks toward heaven, 
not the man, and says Ephphatha – be opened.  This 
heavenward appeal could be understood as asking God 
to open the gates of understanding for man, similar to a 
two-way street for the flow of faith coming to earth, 
and the opening men’s hearts, minds and souls to God’s 
will, as in the sending of the Holy Spirit after the 
resurrection.   
 

Today we still seek for ourselves, that our heart, mind 
and soul, through the power of the Holy Spirit through 

faith in Jesus, our very own EPHPHATHA! 
(be opened!) 

 

Connie Streich, Author  
Bible Commentary: 
Albert Barnes’ Notes and John Gills’ Exposition  

Elijah 1 Kings 18:37 
Elisha 2Kings 6:14-17 
Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 4:34-37 

Taste & Seeing: Wedding at Cana John 2: 1-11 
Seeing & Taste: Fish and bread Mark 6:41 
Sight: Mark 10:51-52 
Hearing: Spiritually reborn John 3:1-15 
Touch: The raising of Lazarus John 11:40-44 

(*) (I learned of that conversation directly from my 
aunt, decades later, when she was describing the 
helpful, nurturing traits of my dad and his ‘lost calling’ 
of being a teacher - in her opinion anyway.)    

 



If you have struggled to 
find your identity and 
answers for living in a 
secular, feminized society, 
you will want to find this 
book in our church library, 
located at the Welcome 
Center in the narthex.  The 
book, written in a 
conversational, frank and 
very humorous style, will 
help the female reader to 
live a life of a true 
Christian woman, in a 
culture that often strays 
from the Christian values.   
 

Each chapter, or essay, is 
only a few pages long, so the reader has the option to 
read a few chosen chapters at one sitting or read the 
book cover-to-cover.  These essays include thoughtful 
and fresh insights on many topics, always using biblical 
examples and texts to ease our doubts and answer 
questions.   
 

Among the many topics included are weddings and 
marriage, widowhood, piety, modesty, aging, decision 
making and others.  Eye catching titles head each 
chapter. “Marthas, Marthas” is an essay dealing with 
priorities and worship.  “Hey Mister Pastor Man” is an 
essay regarding biblically defending our churches stand 
on the ordination of women.  Modern day social media 
is referred to in the chapter titled, Selfies-Oh Snap!  
Along with the humor, the book also gives insights on 

sensitive and very personal issues, particularly dealing 
with grief, miscarriage and childlessness.   
 

Lady Like is for all women – single, married, young and 
not so young.  While the work is clearly aimed at strong, 
smart women, men would do well to read what the two 
authors have to say.  Also, it would be a book that 
would lend itself to sharing and discussing at a book 
club or Bible class. 
 

One reviewer is quoted as saying, “These essays are at 
once strong and sassy, while maintaining the graceful 
art of what it means to be a woman in Christ. They 
contain the healing balm of Christ and Him crucified 
that is vital for staying the course on the lonely road of 
being a Christian woman, Christian mother and 
Christian wife in today’s world.” 
 

Not every essay will speak immediately to every 
woman’s life.  But it is the author’s hope that all readers 
will find relevance and support particular to their 
circumstance somewhere in the book.  As they state, “If 
it’s not about you, it’s about someone you love and 
would like to love better.” 

Lady Like : Living Biblically   
 

By Rebekah Curtis and Rose Adle 

Lady Like : Living Biblically       
By Rebekah Curtis and Rose Adle 
Concordia Publishing House, 2015 
Audience : adult women 
Reviewed by Mary Loomans 
 

Lady Like: Living Biblically can be found in our 
church library, located at the Welcome Center. 

Looking for some good summer recipes? 
Check out 150th Anniversary: This Far By Faith cookbook located in our church library located at the Welcome 
Center.  It has fantastic recipes from you, St. John’s congregation. Try Judy Kerr’s Brandy Chicken recipe. 
 
Brandy Chicken 
 
1 lb. Fresh boneless, skinless chicken breasts 
1 can Cream of Chicken soup 
8 oz. Sour Cream 
2 small cans of mushrooms 
1/4 cup of Brandy 
 
Mix cream of chicken soup, sour cream, and brandy.  Place chicken in baking dish.  Sprinkle with salt and pepper.  
Layer mushrooms over the chicken. Pour brandy mixture over the chicken and mushrooms.  Bake at 350° for  
40–60 minutes. Sprinkle with fresh Parmesan cheese. Serve with noodles or rice.   



St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 
Calendar TBD. 

Calendar events are subject to change.   
For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  

http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar  

July 1 
Donald and Jeanette 

Witt 
 

July 5 
Dylan and Amanda 

Bell 
James and Sheila 

Fredrick 
 

July 6 
Larry and Linda 

Tessman 
 

July 7 
Lamont and Kathryn  

Colucci 
Henry and Elizabeth 

Mootz 
Cody and Stephanie 

Reynolds 
Charles and Dawn  

Weyh 

July 8 
Virgil and Gladys 

Chance 
 

July 09 
Roy and Gretchen 

Halvorsen 
 

July 10 
Keith and Julie 

Horan 
Len and Diane 

Strozinski 
 

July 11 
Andy and Rebecca 

Arkin 
 

July 13 
Brian and Stacie 

Wheeler 
 
 
 
 

July 15 
Charles and Marlene 

Dehmlow 
 

July 16 
Phillip and Joyce 

Kleist 
 

July 17 
Kyle and Kathleen 

Bernander 
 

July 18 
Robert and Dorothy  

Johnson 
Donald and Carol 

Kohrt 
 

July 23 
Douglas and Diane 

LaVigne 
 
 
 
 

July 26 
John and Beverly 
Baerwolf-Pickle 

 

July 27 
Alex and Carol 

Swanson 
 

July 28 
Timothy and Danielle 

Burrow 
 

July 29 
Michael and Kelly 

Behnke 
 

July 30 
Olen and Deidre 

Lang 
 

July 31 
David and Eleanor 

Mendel 
 



02  Melissa Chvojicek 

 Christine Stark 
 Bradley Wilson 

03  Debra Baker 

 Michele Lendobeja 
 Merrianne Mlsna 
 Dawson Zimmerman 

04 Tammy Conley 

 Cody Gordon 
 Glenda Johnson 
 Lucinda Stanford 

04 Alice Welsh 

06 Justin Mommens 

 Craig Osterholt 
 Jackie Raimer 
 Walter Smith 

07 Layla Buchholz 

 Beckie Johnson 
 Arlene Lesser 
 Skylar Reeson 
 Maya Schroeder 
 Leah Winecke 

08 Howard Dehn 

 Kayla Hornat 
 Dorothy Neitzel 
 Sherry Oeftger 

09 Jason Beckius 

 Matthew Rohrbeck 
 Boden Schmidt 

10 Rubie Kohn 

 Deidre Lang 

12 Amy Brown 

 Carol Hamele 
 Lacey Koehler 
 Dennis Raimer 

13 Deanna Houck 
 Joyce Kleist 
 Doris Monson 

14 Cullen Kiefer 

15 Brenda Barreau-Zickert 

 Robert Fairfield 
 Kathy Gerstenkorn 
 Lucas Kreuziger 

 
 

16 Catherine Kampen 

 Larry Schumann 
 Jeanette Witt 

17 Virginia Laing 

 Dean Simonson 

18 Monica Neumann 

 Kennedy Popp 

19 Phillip Rygiewicz 

20 Paige Yahnke 

21 Eva Chvojicek 

 Karen Morgan 
 Ryan Paske 
 Linda Tessman 

22 Kristine Daugherty 

23 Lorraine Stevens 

 Erica Zellmer 

24 Dawn Wilcox 

 Anthony Yahnke 

25 James Genrich 

 Grayson Kempley 
 Adrienne Snyder 

26 Melissa Boyd 

 Julie Gussel 
 Kimberly Krueger 

27 Nathaniel Fredrick 

 Kenzie Lehman 
 Kara Rietmann 
 Bobbi Wolfgram 

28 Scott Jones 

29 Alan Volpentesta 

 Gary Witt 

30 Nola Tennyson 

 Chad Wilcox 

31 Brent Smith 

 Samuel Windus 
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If we missed your birthday or 
anniversary, it might be because we don’t 
have the dates in our system.  If you do 
not see your birthday or anniversary in 
the Cornerstone, please contact the 
church office, and we will get your 
information updated in the system.  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 



Friedrich Pfotenhauer was president of the LCMS 
from 1911 to 1935. In 1897, on the 50th anniversary 
of the Synod, he was president of the Minnesota and 
Dakota District. He said the following to the gathered 
district pastors and laypeople: 
 

Finally, we have cause to celebrate our synodical 
jubilee with fear and trembling when we glance at 
the present condition of our Synod. It is true, we 
still have the very precious treasure, the pure 
Word of God. As a rule, it still governs our 
congregations, but it cannot be denied that we are 
no longer what our fathers were. Indeed, the 
symptoms of the decline are evident and 
increasing among us. I will only point out a few. 
The holy zeal to study and grow in God’s Word 
has declined markedly among both preachers 
and hearers. 
 

The boundary between us and the world is no 
longer drawn so sharply. Our manner of life is 
not always prudent. Terrible scandals, also on the 
part of our pastors, are on the increase. While we 
are richer in earthly things than our fathers, we are 
weaker in faith and Christian love. (At Home in 
The House of My Fathers, St. Louis: CPH, page 
714; emphasis added) 

 

Wow! If Pfotenhauer felt that way about his 
generation, I dare say his words are an indictment 
exponentially greater upon ours. We spend plenty of 
time lamenting the state of the world, but we have a 
much more difficult time recognizing the 
encroachment of the world’s viewpoints upon us. 
Jesus preached, “Back to the Bible!” “You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about 
me” (John 5:39). The apostles preached, “Back to the 
Bible!” In fact, every great era of reform in the 
Church’s life has begun with the cry to repentance, 

and “Back to the Bible!” 
 

The Lutheran Reformation was exactly such an 
event. The Lutheran Confessional Revival of the 19th 
century was also such an event. After a century of 
pastors and scholars denying that the Scriptures are 
the Word of God — and even that Christ is the God-
Man, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29) — a revival of serious study 
of the Word of God began in the 1820s. Soon many 
were captivated by the truth of Scripture. In 
Germany, after many began reading the Word again, 
they read the Lutheran Confessions and came to the 
joyful discovery that the Confessions agree with the 
Word, and that, because they confessed this, they 
themselves were, in fact, Lutheran. This happened to 
many of the great founders of the LCMS, including 
C.F.W. Walther, Friedrich Wyneken, Wilhelm Sihler 
and Wilhelm Loehe. 
 

The Scriptures are God’s own inspired and infallible 
Word. “Holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). Jesus Himself 
quoted the Old Testament as the very Word of God 
and as absolutely reliable and authoritative (“the 
mouth of God” Matt. 4:4; “It is written,” Matt. 21:13; 
Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46; “this which is written must 
be fulfilled in me,” Luke 22:37; “Have you not read 
that which was spoken unto you by God …” Matt. 
22:31–32; and much more!). Back to the Bible! 
 

 Can we be sure of Christ, forgiveness and eternal 
life? Back to the Bible! (1 John 4:1–4) 
 How shall we treat each other in the Church? 
Back to the Bible! (1 Corinthians 13) 
 Shall we share the Word of the Gospel with 
others? Back to the Bible! (Luke 19:10) 
 How shall we hold up under suffering and ill 
health? Back to the Bible! (Romans 5; Hebrews 12; 1 
Peter 1) 
 

There is no problem of faith, life, family or Church 
for which the Bible does not have answers. As we 
move toward the Synod’s 175th anniversary in 2022, 
let’s be people of the Bible. 
 

Check out The Lutheran Study Bible, available from 
Concordia Publishing House. In the preface material, 
you’ll find helpful tools like “How to Read and Study 
the Bible” and a two-year plan for reading through 
the whole Bible. Four chapters a day gets you 
through the whole Bible in two years. I even 
downloaded an app on my iPhone which allows me 
to listen to the Scriptures while I’m in the car or at 
the gym. 
 

Back to the Bible! I challenge you! 
 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is president of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

From The Lutheran Witness April 2, 2018 

https://blogs.lcms.org/category/lutheran-witness/  

I Challenge You to Read The Bible! 
by Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 



The Children’s Bible In A Nutshell 
 
In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there 
was nothing but God, darkness, and some gas. The 
Bible says, "The Lord thy God is one," but I think He 
must be a lot older than that. 
 

Anyway, God said, "Give me a light!" and someone did. 
Then God made the world. 
 

He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were 
naked, but they weren't embarrassed because mirrors 
hadn't been invented yet. 
 

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, 
so they were driven from the Garden of Eden. Not sure 
what they were driven in though, because they didn't 
have cars. 
 

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother 
as long as he was Abel. 
 

Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for 
Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or 
something. 
 

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a 
good guy, but one of his kids was kind of a Ham. Noah 
built a large boat and put his family and some animals 
on it. He asked some other people to join him, but they 
said they would have to take a rain check. 
 

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was 
more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold 
Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. 
Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a really loud 
sports coat. 
 

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name 
was Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel Lights out of 
Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent 
ten plagues on Pharaoh's people. These plagues 
included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable. 
 

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. 
Then he gave them His Top Ten Commandments. 
These include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet 
your neighbor's stuff. 
 

Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father 
and thy mother. 
 

One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua, who was the 
first Bible guy to use spies. Joshua fought the battle of 
Geritol and the fence fell over on the town. 
 

After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a 
giant with a slingshot. He had a son named Solomon 
who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My 
teacher says he was wise, but that doesn't sound very 
wise to me. 
 

After Solomon there were a bunch of major league 
prophets. One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed 
by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore. There 
were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we 

don't have to worry about them. 
 

After the Old Testament came the New Testament. 
Jesus is the star of The New. He was born in Bethlehem 
in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn, too, because 
my mom is always saying to me, "Close the door! Were 
you born in a barn?" It would be nice to say, "As a 
matter of fact, I was.") 
 

During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners 
like the Pharisees and the Republicans. 
 

Jesus also had twelve opossums. 
 

The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was so evil 
that they named a terrible vegetable after him. 
 

Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards and 
even preached to some Germans on the Mount. But the 
Republicans and all those guys put Jesus on trial before 
Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick up for Jesus. He just 
washed his hands instead. 
 

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life 
again. He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end 
of the Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of 
Revolution. 
 
 

-From Pastor Armon’s June 7, 2020 sermon. 
 

Original source: all-creatures.org 
Modified by Pastor Armon 

  

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven."  

Matthew 19:14 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-Th / 8:30a-3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator -School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Summer Hours: 
Call for an appointment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F /  
6:00a-6:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 
 

May 
Memorials 

 

Undesignated 
Fund 

$100.00 
In memory of  

Sally Moe 
 
 
 
 

Organ Fund 
$60.00 

In memory of  
Sally Moe 

In memory of  
Joyce Paske 

 

Playground Fund 
$100.00 

In Memory of  
Sally Moe 

 

Offering for May  

Unified Fund   

Capital 
Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund  

Orphanages  

$78,879.30 
 

$1,465.00 
 

 
$455.00 

 

$160.00 
 

$100.00 

School Tuition 
Relief   
 

Pennies for 
Preachers 
 

Organ 
 
Total 

$415.00 
 

 
$0.00 

 
 

$0.00 
 

$81,474.30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Law and Gospel  
 

Many people wrongly think that the Old Testament is 
the Law and the New Testament is the Gospel. In fact 
the Old Testament and the New Testament each contain 
both Law and Gospel.  
 

What are the basics of the Law and the  
Gospel?  
 

The Law teaches us God’s will for how we live, namely 
the Ten Commandments. God’s Law demands  
perfection, but it is impossible to be perfect. According 
to the Law, we are sinners, and are in big trouble with 
God. We need someone to save us. The Law shows us 
our sins.  
 

The Gospel tells us what Jesus has done to save us from 
our sins. But the Gospel doesn’t stop there. It tells us 
what Jesus continues to do for us because of His great 
love for us. The Gospel shows us our Savior, Jesus!  
An easy way to remember all of this is to think of the 

following letters: S.O.S. The Law “shows our sins” 
while the Gospel “shows our Savior”!  
 

 

+ + +  
Kids in the  

Divine Service  
+ + +  

Parents: Distinguishing between Law and 
Gospel is a life-long venture of study. 
Perhaps you or your child can take notes 
during the sermon. Following the Divine 
Service, discuss these notes, identifying the 
Law and the Gospel in the sermon. 

Copyright © 2017 LCMS Worship. Created by Christopher Thoma. LCMS 
congregations and schools have permission to reproduce “KIDS in the Divine 
Service” for their use. lcms.org | 888-THE LCMS  
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