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Dear Members of St. John’s, 
 

He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!! 
 
Wow, so much has happened since March 24 when we began “Safer at Home” here in Wisconsin.  Thanks to our 
staff at the church, school, and CDC, teachers, pastors, and volunteers, St. John’s Ministries is still up and 
running. 
 
Wonderful worship services are being held on-line thanks to Pastor Greg’s technology savvy.  It is not the same as 
being in church together, but our pastors are still leading us to and through the Word of God.  Communion in 
church is still being offered in small groups on a regular basis.  Teachers are still teaching and providing lessons to 
the day school students.  The CDC doors are still open and caring for children for families desperate for child care. 
 
We are doing the best we can to take care of our own.  We have applied for a loan/grant under the COVID-19 
Paycheck Protection Program to help keep all employees receiving their bi-weekly paychecks, so that they may 
provide for their families. 
 
Teachers have been meeting with students by phone, on-line, and via the USPS.  Committees, boards, and the 
Executive Committee continues to meet via Zoom internet meeting technology.  Bills are being paid and church 
operations continue. 
 
We are beginning a call process for a new principal since Mr. Beck has accepted a call to be a teacher in Florida.  
We thank him for his 12 years of service to St. John’s Ministries, eight as a teacher and four more as a principal/
teacher.  We appreciate his dedication and service and wish him God’s blessings on his new mission. 
 
Thanks to you, the members of St. John’s, the mission continues alive and well.  Please continue to pray, praise, 
and give thanks during this time of social distancing.  We will be back in God’s house very soon, worshiping 
together and singing His praises.  Thank you for your continued generous financial offerings to God, either by 
envelope or on-line giving.  This has been very helpful in keeping our mission functioning at a very high level. 
 
May you and your families continue to follow the social distancing and “Safer at Home” guidelines.  This is most 
important for others as well as yourself.  Please stay in voice contact with family and friends to continue to share 
and practice God’s love and grace. 
 
Please call the church office, 608-742-9000, or email churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com with any questions, 
ideas, or thoughts that you might have to improve our efforts during these unprecedented challenges.  We will get 
them to the people that can help and use your ideas the most. 
 
God’s blessings to all of you; and stay safe. 
 
St. John’s Executive Committee 
 



“The Five Finger Prayer” 
 Ministry-To-Children.com  

 

Here is a helpful approach for teaching kids to pray. It’s a 
format that allows children to recall and pray in their own 
words for five different groups of people. All this lines up 
with the five fingers of their hand. Teaching Kids the Five 
Finger Prayer. 
 Thumb (people who are close to you) These are your 

close friends and family, often the first you think about 
when you pray. Give thanks to God and ask his 
protection on your parents, siblings, friends, and 
classmates.  

 

 Pointer (people who point the way) These are leaders in 
your life, such as teachers and pastors. Offer God your 
thanksgiving for them and ask him to help them in their 
important work.  

 

 Tall Finger (people in authority) The big people in the 
world need prayer too. Ask God to give wisdom to our 
government, military, and police.  

 

 Ring Finger (people who are weak) This is your weakest 
finger. We should remember others who are sick, live in 
poverty, or are treated badly. Pray that Jesus would give 
them new strength.  

 

 Little Finger (your own needs) God wants to hear your 
needs too, especially when you put others first. Pray for 
your own growth in mind, body, and spirit.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If all Jesus had to do was die, then why is 
Easter such a big deal?  
 
Easter is a very important day. Easter is the day that we 
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  
 
After Jesus was crucified, His disciples were very sad. 
It seemed like their God and friend had been defeated 
and killed. They had forgotten that Jesus told them that 
He would rise from the dead. They must have thought 
Mary Magdelene was crazy when she told them that 
Jesus had appeared to her at the tomb where He was 
buried. But her story was true! Jesus was alive! He had 
risen from the dead!  
 
 

Later, Jesus appeared to His disciples many times to 
prove it. And that’s just what He did, He proved it! By 
His resurrection, He proved to the world that He was 
victorious over death and paid for our sins completely. 
Now, the first words you hear in church on Easter 
Sunday are: “The Lord is risen. He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia!”  

+ + +  
Kids in the Divine 

Service  

+ + +  

Parents: Help your children to recognize the 
different places in our worship service which speak 
of Jesus’ resurrection (the Creed is a good 
example). Point out some of the symbols in the 
church that might aid in their understanding of the 
resurrection. Remind them that we join in His 
resurrection through our Baptism!  

Copyright © 2016 LCMS Worship. Created by Christopher Thoma. LCMS congregations and schools 
have permission to reproduce “KIDS in the Divine Service” for their use. lcms.org | 888-THE LCMS  
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Calendar Events TBD 

Calendar events are subject to change.   
For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  
http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar  

Get ready to enroll your student for the  
2020-2021 school year.  
 

Enrollment for the 2020–2021 school year opened 
on February 1. For more information, visit our 
website, stjohnsportage.com, and click on the 
Crusaders logo, or just scan the QR with your 
smart phone camera. 

Remote Learning—A Whole New World 
     As you read this article, St John's Lutheran School has been experiencing a new way to do school. It is called 
by many names: Distance Learning, Virtual Education, Digital Classrooms, etc. At St John's we are calling this 
new experience "Remote Learning". For us this means that kids work at home either by doing traditional paper 
and pencil work, textbook and notebook tasks, online classrooms, or a mixture of all three. 
    I must commend the teachers here at St John's. Not only have they stepped into this new world with all its 
challenges, they have embraced new ideas and approaches. When I compare our Remote Learning program here at 
St John's with other schools, not only are we on par with schools whsoe technological prowess exceeds ours, we 
have surpassed them. Our teachers are doing online class sessions, interesting projects, and weekly class meetings. 
They are keeping in touch with our families so we all still feel connected, though not in the same way we were 
when we could be here together at school. 
     I must also commend Mrs. Kohn. She and I come here to school each day to support the teachers, students, and 
families with materials, phone calls, emails, and by making sure everyone has a solid point-of-contact here at 
school. Mrs. Kohn has done an exceptional job in all these tasks. 
     As we head toward the end of the school year, there is much we are missing. At this point we have not heard 
whether we will be allowed back at school before the end of the school year. This means we don't know whether 
will have our middle school class trips, Track & Field Day, our lower grades field trips, school picnic, talent show, 
or even graduation. These questions will all be answered in time, and we will continue to do our best to keep 
Christ at the center of all we do seeking to know and do His will for us here at St John's. 
    Please keep us in your prayers as you will be in ours. Let us 
continue to work together to do our best during these difficult times. 
As always, thank you for your support for our school! 
 
Mr. Luke Beck 
Principal 



APRIL 2020– 5 St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 
Calendar TBD. 

Calendar events are subject to change.   
For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  

http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar  

May 3 
Jason and Shari 

Beckius 
 

May 4 
Thomas and Amanda 

Kohn 
 

Val and Marilyn 
McReath 

 

May 7 
Paul and Amy  

Wolff 
 

May 8 
Scott and Donna  

Jones 
 
 
 
 

May 14 
Russell and Sheri  

Manthey 
 

May 15 
Arthur and Shirley  

Anacker 
 

Andre and Sassha 
Coullard 

 

May 16 
David and Sandy 

Hall 
 

Kenneth and Marilyn  
Jahn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 17 
Michael and Melissa 

Belton 
 

Gary and Lori  
Witt 

 

May 22 
David and Carla  

Henke 
May 26 

 

David and Beverly 
Hornischer 

 

David and Bonnie  
Tamminga 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 27 
Michael and Bonnie  

Mulhern 
 

May 28 
Robert and Marion  

Beahm 
 

John and Arlene  
Neale 

 

Paul and Stacy  
Opalewski 

 

May 30 
Jeffrey and Susan  

Jones 
 

Benjamin and Alexis  
Vogel 

 

Ryan and Gretchen  
Willis 



MAY 2020– 6 

01 Michael Muller 
 Maya Oganezov 
 Travis Witt 
 

02 Thomas Edwards 
 

03  Shari Beckius 
 Troy McReath 
 

04  Mary Kastner 
 Jennifer Popp 
 Gregory Wilson 
 

05 Elise Kuerten 
 

06 Tremaine Richards 
 Korbin Schumann 
 David Tamminga 
 

07 Elizabeth Carrington 
 Maurice Georgeson 
 

08 Rebecca Arkin 
 Eric Barreau 
 Jacob Barreau 
 Piper Rantala 
 Gemini Schwantz 
 Laci Wilcox 
 Susan Wilcox 
 Sarah Winkelmann 
 

09 Elizabeth Manthey 
 Bonnie Mulhern 
 Mark St. Martin 
 Eugene Thompson 
 Logan Wilcox 
 

 
10 John Gavinski 
 David Hornischer 
 Dennis Riewe 
 Heidi Thompson 
 

11 Stephanie Helmann 
 Rebecca Johnson 
 Robert Johnson 
 Lael Schumann 
 

12  Gordon DeZoute 
 Beverly Hornat 
 Kara Lendobeja 
 Corry Wetzel 
 

13 Jacob Helmann 
 Mark Jonas 
 Helen O’Neill 
 

14 Natalee Moll 
 

15 Tony Beckett 
 

16 Craig Johnson 
 Emily McReath 
 Tamarra Taylor 
 

17 Diane Bortz 
 Joanne Haefele 
 Richard Hemler 
 Jan Weideman 
 

18 Jennifer Kabele 
 Shannon Kreuziger 
 

19 Thomas Leege 
 Cynthia Lehman 
 Diane Manthey 
 

20 Isabelle Bass 
 

21 Emma Eicher 
 Brandie McReath 
 

22 Abigail Boeck 
 Grace Jones 
 Shane Kraucyk 
 Catherine Mael 
 

23 Jesse Jahn 
 Donna Leege 
 Kaitlyn Lendobeja 
 Gil Schultz 
 

24 Michael Larson 
 Heather Saari 
 Hayden Steinle 
 Easton St. Martin 
 

25 Michelle Nichols 
 

26 Wyatt Jost 
 Brian Thompson 
 

27 Sally Miller 
 

28 Rita Haase 
 

29 Levi Carrington 
 Regina Mommens 
 

30 Parker Horan 
 Raymond Norland 
 Colin Thompson 
 

31 Martin Hintz 
 Melissa Leeland 
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Y 

 

B 
I 
R 
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Y 
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H 
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Someone to Walk With: 
 A woman’s guide to 
Christian mentoring 
By Darcy Paape 
 

The dictionary definition of a 
mentor is “an experienced and 
trusted advisor”. This book  
defines it a little differently and 
gives the reader advice and 
courage to be a mentor. It  

emphasizes connecting, encouraging and, especially, 
listening.  A mentoring community can be within the 
church or outside of its walls. 
 

Connecting goes beyond casual greetings. The church 
provides opportunities for the people of God to serve 
and love one another. Mentoring and connectedness are 
used almost interchangeably in the book. It gives the 
reader a deeper understanding of friendship and walking 
side by side with those who need a connection.   
Enriched Christian mentoring invites others into God’s 
story of redemption and encourages others to use their 
God-given gifts to love and serve others. 
 

One chapter is titled, “a Mentoring Community Listens” 
describing different types of listening and gives advice 
as to the kind of listener we should strive to be.   
Attentive and empathic listening leads to an  
understanding of the problems and concerns of others 

and shows our caring.   
 

Another helpful section of the book offers suggestions 
in initiating a conversation. Then it goes on to relate the 
stages of relationship development, beginning with the 
greeting stage and to the bonding stages. There are a 
number of references to the story of Jesus meeting the 
Samaritan woman at the well. These and other  
examples from the Bible and real life help the reader 
understand what these connections look like.  
 

Interspersed throughout the book are inserts labeled 
“mentoring challenges”. One that describes a goal of the 
book, “What little bit could you do that could make a 
big difference? How could you take a bit of time to  
connect with someone at your church, in your  
community or at work that might lead to something 
more meaningful over time?” 
 

A reviewer states, “And that mentoring relationship can 
start today. With you.” 
 

The author, Darcy Paape, is executive director of the 
Women’s Leadership Institute in Mequon, Wisconsin 
and works in campus ministry. 

Someone to Walk With 
By Darcy Paape                                                                          
Concordia Publishing House, 2019 
Audience : adult 
Reviewed by Mary Loomans 

From The Lutheran Witness April  15. 2020 

https://blogs.lcms.org/category/lutheran-witness/  

Scholars and TV documentaries have proposed all sorts 
of theories to explain why Jesus’ tomb was empty on 
Easter morning.  Here are five of these objections to 
Jesus’ resurrection and suggestions for countering them 
with simple explanations. 
 

The Naturalist Objection 
 

Many people simply cannot believe in the resurrection 
— or any miracle for that matter. Dead people do not 
come back to life — not today or in the past. Therefore, 
Jesus could not have risen from the dead. As Bart 
Ehrman claims in his popular The New Testament: A 
Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings, 
miracles are so improbable that they should be regarded 
as impossible. Accounts of Jesus’ resurrection in the 
New Testament, then, should be regarded as stories told 
by Christians in the Early Church and not as accounts of 
real historical events. 
 

This objection to the resurrection is often called 

naturalism; it presumes that only the material or natural 
world exists.  It rejects events caused by something 
other than the natural order as impossible. 
 

We should challenge this objection with the sheer 
existence of nature. How did the universe come into 
existence? What caused (or created) it all? How can the 
complex design of the natural world — from the 
constants required to hold it all together to the 
intricacies of every individual human cell — be 
explained apart from some sort of intelligent designer? 
 

The naturalist objection to the resurrection is 
problematic from the start. It rejects a claim about an 
alleged fact — that Jesus rose from the dead in real time 
and real space — before considering the evidence for 
the claim.  It assumes what is possible and draws 
conclusions based on its initial assumptions. This is 
circular reasoning. It assumes a viewpoint and then 
makes a claim based on that viewpoint.  
 

The claim that Jesus rose from the dead is not a point of 
view. It is a claim of historical fact, one that Paul boldly 
confessed “has not been done in a corner” (Acts 26:26).  

Answering objections to the resurrection 
By Adam S. Francisco  
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It may be investigated like any alleged historical event. 
Is there any historical merit to the claim? The question 
can and, in the face of unbelief, should be answered by 
the evidence. Jesus’ death on a cross, burial in a tomb 
that was empty three days later, and the disciples’ 
testimony of His resurrection are all well-established 
facts. (So much so that skeptics have focused on 
undermining Christianity by attempting to explain them 
away.) 
 

There is no evidence to the contrary. Those in a position 
to produce contrary evidence — the Jewish and Roman 
authorities in the Holy Land around A.D. 30 — had 
every means, motive and opportunity to disprove the 
resurrection, and they did not. 
 

The naturalist objection prejudges Jesus’ resurrection 
and fails to take seriously its historical claim. It denies 
the resurrection based on a faithlike commitment — a 
judgment made before looking at the facts — rather than 
a claim of fact about Jesus’ fate after His crucifixion. 
 

The Swoon Theory 
 

Some scholars have tried to explain away the 
resurrection with the so-called swoon theory. In the 18th 
century, a German scholar named Karl Friedrich Bahrdt 
proposed that Jesus never died on the cross. Instead, 
Bahrdt claimed, Jesus faked His death by swooning, 
using a mixture of drugs He acquired from Luke the 
physician. Then, when He regained consciousness, He 
appeared to have risen from the dead and convinced the 
Jews that He was the Messiah. 
 

In the ’60s, Hugh J. Schonfield popularized a version of 
this theory in his book The Passover Plot. It has gained 
attention yet again through the work of the late Michael 
Baigent. In Holy Blood, Holy Grail (1982) and Jesus 
Papers (2006), Baigent proposed that Pontius Pilate was 
bribed to take Jesus’ body down from the cross after He 
fell unconscious. Jesus recovered some time later and 
thereafter lived a private life. He and His partner or 
possibly wife, Mary Magdalene, had at least one child, 
and His descendants eventually migrated to southern 
France where they became a powerful dynasty in the 
early medieval kingdom of the Franks. This theory 
became more popular through The DaVinci Code in the 
early 2000s. 
 

Even Muslims have gotten on board with the swoon 
hypothesis. Books popular in Islamic circles like Jesus 
in India and Crucifixion or Cruci-fiction all claim that 
Jesus never died on the cross and, therefore, no 
resurrection took place. Jesus in India claims that Jesus 
is buried in Kashmir, India. The most popular and 
historical explanation in the Islamic tradition, though, 
claims that Jesus was not crucified at all. Instead, the 
Romans mistakenly crucified Judas in Jesus’ place. 
 

Scholars routinely and consistently describe the various 

swoon theories as pseudo-science. And for good reason, 
for they are all connected to a variety of conspiracy 
theories. Baigent claimed to have uncovered a royal 
bloodline that could be traced back to Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene. The various Islamic claims about the 
resurrection were constructed to explain a passage from 
Quran 4 that claims Jesus never died on the cross. 
 

The historical evidence for Jesus’ physical death on the 
cross is overwhelming. So is the forensic analysis. 
A Journal of American Medical Association article 
titled “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ” (1986) 
concludes that the “weight of the historical and medical 
evidence indicates that Jesus was dead” by the time that 
He was taken down from the cross, and any other 
explanations such as the swoon theory are “at odds with 
modern medical knowledge.” 
 

There is no reason to think that anyone could survive 
the torture and blood loss Jesus endured before being 
nailed to the cross, the exhaustion and asphyxiation 
from hanging for hours on Good Friday, and finally the 
piercing of His heart to ensure He was dead. Indeed, the 
evidence all confirms what Christians have always 
confessed, that Jesus suffered, died and was buried, and 
three days later He rose again. 
 

Lying or Deceived Disciples 
 

One of the oldest attempts to undermine the claim that 
Jesus rose from the dead was concocted within days of 
the event itself. You are probably already familiar with 
it. When the guards found the tomb empty early Easter 
morning, they reported it to the Jews: 
 

“Some of the guard went into the city and told the chief 
priests all that had taken place. And when they had 
assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave 
a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and said, ‘Tell 
people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away 
while we were asleep.’ And if this comes to the 
governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.’ So they took the money and did as they were 
directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews 
to this day” (Matt. 28:11–15). 
 

Versions of this story are still told today. In conjunction 
with the release of the controversial book The Jesus 
Family Tomb, the Discovery Channel and James 
Cameron produced a documentary called “The Lost 
Tomb of Jesus.” Both the book and the documentary try 
to explain Jesus’ empty tomb. The body of Jesus had 
been moved, they assert. Jesus was not really buried in 
the tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea. Rather, the 
theory continues, His body was stored there temporarily 
on Good Friday, but before Easter Sunday, either the 
Romans moved Him to a graveyard for criminals or His 
family took custody of His body and buried Him at an 
undisclosed location. 



The book and documentary further claim that evidence 
discovered in 1980 from what is called the Talpiot tomb 
suggests the latter, as ossuaries (bone boxes) with the 
names Jesus, Mary and Joseph were found in what 
seems like a family tomb. All this implies that Jesus did 
not rise from the dead and that the testimony of the 
disciples is fraudulent. 
 

However, there is no historical evidence that the 
Romans or Jesus’ family moved His body from the 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. The one piece of 
archeological evidence, the Talpiot tomb, is simply a 
tomb containing the remains of people bearing some of 
the most common names used in firstcentury Jerusalem. 
Other names appearing in the tomb, such as “Judah, son 
of Jesus,” make it clear that this was the tomb of a 
different Jesus and his family and not the final resting 
place of Jesus of Nazareth. In fact, archeologists and 
historians of every stripe have almost unanimously 
rejected the claims of “The Lost Tomb of Jesus,” 
describing it (in Paul Maier’s words) as “naked hype, 
baseless sensationalism, and nothing less than a media 
fraud.” 
 

Mass Hallucination Theory 
 

Another popular attempt at undermining the evidence 
for the resurrection focuses on the testimony of the 
eyewitnesses. It acknowledges that many if not all of the 
disciples who claimed to have seen the resurrected Jesus 
did, in fact, see Him. But this all occurred after the 
traumatic experience of His crucifixion or in the midst 
of the grief they shared after hearing about His death. 
What they really saw, then, was not an objective, flesh-
and-blood Jesus. They were experiencing hallucinations. 
Richard Carrier, one of the leading proponents of this 
theory, even claims that “the best explanation, 
consistent with scientific findings and the surviving 
evidence … is that the first Christians experienced 
hallucinations of the risen Christ, of one form or 
another.” 
 

Hallucinations are not uncommon, particularly for 
grieving people in stressful environments. Jesus’ 
disciples certainly would have experienced such 
anxiety. They had just witnessed their beloved teacher, a 
man they hoped would restore the kingdom of Israel, 
executed in the most brutal way. Such an environment 
was just right — and ripe — for the hallucinations they 
experienced, it is alleged. The return of their friend and 
Lord would have alleviated their grief and comforted 
those who had lost hope. 
 

There are at least two problems with this theory. First, 
while hallucinations might not be unusual in an 
environment like Jerusalem amidst Jesus’ disciples 
following Good Friday, this theory implies that 
hundreds of people (Paul mentions over 500 in 1 Cor. 
15:3–8) experienced the same hallucinogenic visions. 
Hallucinations, however, are private and individual 

occurrences. They cannot be seen by another individual. 
They are not collectively experienced, and there is no 
evidence in psychological literature supporting the 
notion of mass hallucinations. 
 

Secondly, the eyewitnesses did not report that they only 
saw Jesus with their eyes or heard Him with their ears. 
They claim to have physically touched Him as well 
(Luke 24:36-40; 1 John 1:1; 2 Peter 1:16). Think of the 
case of Thomas. Though his friends all claimed to have 
seen Jesus, he must have thought they were either 
making it up or, perhaps, hallucinating. John writes: 
 

“’Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and 
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.’ Eight days later, 
his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then 
he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe'” (John 20:25–27). 
 

We might also add that if so many people who claimed 
to have seen Jesus after His death were hallucinating, 
there would most likely be evidence of an accusation to 
that effect from the first to the early second century. But 
we find none. Instead, the evidence consistently affirms 
His bodily resurrection and explains why Thomas the 
skeptic would boldly and finally confess, “My Lord and 
my God!” 
 

Derived From Resurrection Myths 
 

Modern skeptics also make at least one additional 
attempt to undermine the resurrection. They reject the 
historical reality of much of Jesus’ life, and explain the 
Gospel narratives by reviving outdated (and discredited) 
claims. They assert that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
just rework old Greco-Roman, Persian and Egyptian 
mythologies. The story of the resurrection, in particular, 
was derived not from history but from myths about 
dying and rising gods found in the mystery religions of 
antiquity. As Tom Harpur alleges in The Pagan 
Christ (2004), “There is nothing the Jesus of the 
Gospels either said or did…that cannot be shown to 
have originated thousands of years before, in Egyptian 
Mystery rites and other sacred liturgies.” The death and 
resurrection of Jesus are, claims The Jesus Mysteries, “a 
product of Paganism!” 
 

Some similarities exist between some of the ancient 
mythologies and the events of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. The Persian myth of Mithras, dating back 
to the 14th century B.C., comes the closest. While little 
is known about how it began and its peculiar teachings, 
by the time it attracted a following in the Roman 
Empire, the god Mithras was said to have been born of a 
virgin on December 25, to have had 12 disciples and 
even to have sacrificially died only to rise again three 
days later. 



Daily life changed dramatically for me this past month 
in Prague. The first positive COVID-19 case was 
announced on March 1 and within two weeks the 
borders closed, and most normal activities ceased. All 
shops except grocery stores and pharmacies closed, 
church services were cancelled, and we were ordered to 
stay in our homes except for medical appointments and 
getting critical supplies. But I am thankful for so much!  
 

Face masks  
 

I was quite surprised when I woke up on Wednesday, 
March 18 to the news that everyone in the Czech 
Republic was mandated to wear a mask covering their 
nose and mouth whenever leaving the confines of their 
home, effective at noon that day. Who keeps an extra 
facemask at home for these occasions? Certainly, not 
me. We could wear a bandana or scarf as a substitute, 
but it had to provide complete coverage, or you faced a 
fine equivalent to $1000 USD.  
 

Thankfully, our deacon from church, Martin, knew a 
woman who lived in his apartment building who was 
rapidly sewing masks for anyone who needed one, at no 
cost to the recipients. So, within two days, I left my flat 
for the first time with a long, wool scarf wrapped around 
my face to retrieve the cotton face mask delivered to my 
front gate. I am so thankful for this gift! Martin later 
sent a photo of Ludmila at work on the masks, which 
now has been published in some American newspapers.  
 

Technology 
 

Perhaps the biggest change that affected me was the 
reliance on technology to continue mission work here. 
It’s not perfect, but it does allow us to stay safe in our 

homes. This past month, I have learned to use Zoom, 
Microsoft Teams, Skype and Facebook livestreaming 
for everything that I normally did in person.  
 

I still teach English classes every Monday to Czech 
church leaders and one of our alliance missionary 
pastors. We now use Zoom for this, which allows me to 
see each student and share handouts on the screen. It 
does take extra time for meeting preparation, but that is 
offset by the commuting time to travel to our church 
meeting room. The students are very pleased that we 
can continue weekly classes.  
 

I planned to use Zoom for our ladies’ group also, 
however, several of the women have young children at 
home that would not allow for a distraction free meeting 
time. I look forward to being able to meet again in 
person, when these young mothers can take time away 
from home for Christian fellowship with other women.   

My Czech lessons with my tutor are now done via 
Skype, while my group class uses Microsoft Teams.  
 

Perhaps the hardest part of such quick closures was the 
lack of church services in Prague for two weeks. 
Thankfully, I was able to join several Wisconsin 
congregations who used Facebook to livestream or 
record and post mid-week and Sunday services. Many 
thanks to those congregations who invited me and got 
this up and running so quickly. We now have our 
English service in Prague on Facebook livestreaming, as 
well.  
 

Virtual visits with friends  
 

I am overjoyed by the emails, messages and phone calls 
from family and friends who check in to see how I’m 
doing, send encouraging messages and videos, as well 
as prayers. I greatly appreciate WhatsApp, Facebook 
Messenger, Facetime and Marco Polo, for the 
communication and love that is shared through them 
with people on two different continents.  
 

 

SERVING THE LORD IN  

EURASIA 
  

NEWS FROM  
CINDY ZIRBEL WRUCKE  

 

 March 2020 

The similarities to Christianity are uncanny, and 
already in the second century, a Christian apologist 
named Justin Martyr noted them. Rather than 
Christians copying Mithraism, however, he accused the 
Roman adopters of altering Mithraic teaching to 
resemble Christian teaching. Modern research has 
confirmed Justin Martyr’s accusation. That is to say, 
second-century Roman Mithraism was influenced by 
Christian ideas and not the other way around. 
 

The case for Christians co-opting other ancient myths is 
just as spurious; specialists conclude that there is no 
good historical evidence demonstrating the narratives 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection were drawn from or 
inspired by ancient pagan myths. 
 
 
 

Additionally, the authors of the Gospels would have 
written their accounts of Jesus’ life differently if they 
were trying to persuade their readers to believe what 
was essentially a myth. They included geographical, 
cultural and political details that could have been too 
easily exposed. They named Mary Magdalene as the 
first eyewitness (John 20:11–18); this makes no sense 
in a culture that regarded a woman’s testimony as 
questionable and inadmissible in a court of law. And 
Paul would not have suggested his readers could 
interview eyewitnesses who were still alive when he 
wrote 1 Corinthians. Lastly, as Paul Maier says, “myths 
don’t make martyrs.” All but one of the apostles died 
for the confession that Jesus rose from the dead. While 
people might and often do die for an untrue cause, they 
do not willingly die for beliefs they know to be untrue. 
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St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30a-3:00p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck,  
Principal 

lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator -School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Hours: 
 M-F / 7:45a-3:30p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F /  
6:00a-6:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 
 

March  
Memorials 

 

Undesignated 
Fund 

$250.00 
In Memory of  
Madge Lohr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organ Fund 
$25.00 

In Memory of  
Madge Lohr 

 

Unified 
$100.00 

In Memory of  
Robert Kleist 

Offering for March  

Unified Fund   

Capital 
Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund  

Orphanages  

$64,770.56 
 

$1,260.00 
 

 
$175.00 

 

$50.00 
 

$125.00 

School Tuition 
Relief   
 

Pennies for 
Preachers 
 

Organ 
 
Total 

$100.00 
 

 
$19.53 

 
 

$45.00 
 

$66,545.09 

Serving the Servant 
It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the others with them who told this to the 
apostles. Luke 24:10  
 
Joanna intrigued me. Luke briefly, yet with intention, 
identified her by name. Luke’s prior verses revealed that 
Jesus healed her from whatever ailment she had. She 
had been a member of the upper social class because of 
her marriage to Herod’s household manager, Chuza.  
Joanna then became a devoted disciple and traveled 
with Jesus. She honored and supported Jesus. She 
served Him, using her wealth. Her aid provided supplies 
for Jesus and the other apostles and disciples. She was a 
woman who risked social disapproval by traveling with 
men who were not her relatives. Joanna was also a 
witness at the crucifixion. She wanted to tend Him at 
His death with the burial spices and ointments, only to 
discover the empty grave. She was one of the first 
bearing witness to His resurrection.  

Her commitment led her to serve Him despite almost 
sure disgrace.  
 
I mentioned that Joanna intrigued me. I now find her 
disposition to face persecution, and her readiness to 
serve are my inspiration. Joanna’s motivation can be our 
beacon of encouragement to live our lives in humble 
service to Jesus.   
 
Rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and 
not to man. Ephesians 6:7  
 
Connie Streich  

Safety  
 

Last, but not least, I am thankful for God’s provision of 
safety. I remain in good health here, have groceries 
delivered and I can still take walks in the forest a block 
from my home. God is so good, all the time!  
 

This month we remember who fights our battles for us: 
The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be 
silent. Exodus 14:14 (ESV)  
 

- Cindy Zirbel Wrucke  
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