
Join the  
St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries Schools -Official  
group for news, updates 

and daily encouragement! 

SECOND  SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS (05)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Christian Education, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
9:15 a.m.  Health and Wellness, School Cafeteria Classroom 
10:30 a.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
11:45 a.m.  Parish Life, School Cafeteria 
 

MONDAY (06)   
9:30 a.m.  The Phoenix Bible Study, Phoenix Apartments 
11:00 a.m.  Funeral, Sanctuary and CLC 
5:00 p.m.  Board of Stewardship, CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital Tunnel 
 

TUESDAY (07)   
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
12:00 p.m.  Scrip orders due 
 

WEDNESDAY (08)   
10:00 a.m.  Chapel, Church Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m.  Weekly Announcements Due 
5:00 p.m.  Youth Group, Gym/Youth Group Room 
6:30 p.m.  Adult Choir, Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Confirmation Class, CLC, APR 
 

THURSDAY (09)   
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Study, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Rachel Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital Tunnel 
5:30 p.m.  New Member Dinner, CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Thirsty Souls Bible Study,  
   School Cafeteria Classroom 
 

FRIDAY (10)  Pastor’s day off  
   (contact for emergencies only) 
12:00 p.m.  Cornerstone Deadline 
11:30 a.m.  Church Office Closed from 11:30 a.m – 1:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY (11)   
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s  
5:30 p.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD (12)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Christian Education, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 
For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit  
http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar 
 

As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 

1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the 
hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the   
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
 

2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video near the 
restrooms.   
 

3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 

medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  

 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries): 
 

Medical: 
Phyllis Johnson, Donna Stauber, Wilma Pfuehler, 
Don Mell 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment 
 

Mourning:  
The Family of Wallace Oeftger 
 

Other: 
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name added 
to the prayer list, please contact the church office.  Prayer  
requests for Thanksgiving, Milestone, Medical, and Mourning will 
remain on the list for a 2-weeks.  Prayer requests for Long-term  
Illness/Treatment will remain for 1 month unless the church office 
is notified with an update on the individual.  Please be sure that 
you have the permission of the individual before contacting the 
church office to add them to the public prayer list. 
 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 
members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be made 
or arranged. 
 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

-Philippians 4:6-7 

Week of  
01/05/2020 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 

   

  Last Weekend’s Attendance: 985 

  Unified Received: $23,030.87 

  Other Contributions: $455.00 

  TOTAL: $23,485.87 
 

  Weekly Unified Needed: $14,230.77 

Please Pray 

St. John’s Info. Corner 

 

 



January 5 – Christmas II – “And the child [Jesus] 
grew” (Luke 2:40, 52). The familiar hymn illustrates this 
Gospel: “Tears and smiles like us He knew; and He feels 
for all our sadness, and He shares in all our gladness.” 
Our God did not descend only for an event or an activity. 
He has inhabited human life and its condition. Jesus 
touches every age and stage of our existence and  
development, from fertilization to final breath, with  
almighty compassion.  

EPIPHANY — JANUARY 1–31  
Epiphany is from a Greek word meaning to “reveal” or 
“make manifest.” The season of Epiphany is our time to 
focus on the revelation of who Jesus is — both true God 
and true man — as we remember Christ’s revelation to 
the Gentiles in the visit of the Wise Men.  
 

Give thanks as you pray:  
 
 

5: With thanksgiving for all the Synod’s faithful church 
workers, that they might be re-energized daily and find 
great joy in their service.  
 
6: That just as You made known Your Son to the  
Gentiles through the leading of a star, You would  
continue to bring the light of Your Gospel to the hearts 
of all people.  
 
7: For new church plants and mission starts, that the 
Lord would help faithful congregations sprout up in  
every corner of the United States.  
 
8: That we would be effective in reaching out to people 
of different ethnicities who are living in our  
communities. Pray that the Lord would use us as His  
instruments to make the LCMS a reflection of the 
Church Triumphant.  
 
9: For those marching for life, whether at the National 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., or a pro-life event 
closer to home. Please pray that all those who attend 
might be a powerful witness to others.  
 
10: For all children, that they would be brought to the 
saving waters of Baptism and raised in the love, nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.  
 
11: That the Lord would help us raise our children and 
young people in the faith, always pointing them to the 
hope and salvation found only in Christ.  

News from St. John’s Lutheran 
Ministries Groups 

Lutherans For Life Thoughts 

LCMS Pray For Us Calendar 

Board of Parish Life News 

Save the Date! 
 

Sunday, January 26—Chili Cook-off & Bean Bag Toss 
     Tournament 
 

Monday, January 27—Tubing at Cascade Mountain 
 

Sunday, February 16—Sweethearts Brunch 
 

Crusaders News and Events 

Support St. John’s Ministries 

Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast  
Our Sunday morning broadcast of the previous Sunday 
service continues at 10:00 a.m. on WPDR 1350 AM. 
Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order of service booklets 
($30) may be sponsored in honor, or in memory, of a  
special person or occasion.   
 

Girls Basketball 
Tuesday, January 21, St. John’s @ St. Mary’s 
Thursday, January 23, St. John’s vs. Sacred Heart 
 

The game starts at 5:00 p.m.  
Stop by and support St. John’s Crusaders! 

Pregnancy Resource Center Baby 
Bottle Fundraiser 
Lutherans for Life is sponsoring the 
Pregnancy Resource Center Baby Bottle 
Fundraiser.  The Pregnancy Resource 
Center provides information and 
education services that affirm the gift of 
human life.   As you are led, you may fill 
the baby bottles with checks or cash and 
coins.  Your donations help the resource center meet its 
financial needs and increase awareness in the community 
about the ministry.  Please return the bottles by February 
16th.  Baby bottles will be available for pick up in the 
church narthex on Life Sunday (1/25 and 1/26).  

Save the Date! 
Thursday, January 16—Family Fun Night 
Friday, March 6–March 15—Follett Book Fair 



Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast  
Our Sunday morning broadcast of the previous Sunday 
service continues at 10:00 a.m. on WPDR 1350 AM. 
Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order of service  
booklets ($30) may be sponsored in honor, or in 
memory, of a special person or occasion.   

Have you noticed we are now putting  
birthday and anniversaries in the Cornerstone?  If we 
missed your birthday or anniversary, it might be  
because we don’t have the dates in our system.  If you 
do not see your birthday or anniversary in the  
Cornerstone, please contact the church office, and we 
will get your information updated in the system.  

For the protection of the church facility, the  
only door unlocked during church office hours is the 
side entrance on Armstrong Street (near Franklin 
Street). Feel free to park on  Armstrong Street near the 
entrance, if you plan on stopping by.  Our office hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 3:00pm. 

The Board of Stewards Needs You!  
 

The Board of Stewards is looking for new members. The 
purpose of the Stewards is to help the congregation use 
the gifts that they have been blessed with to spread His 
glory. Our gifts include our talents, time, careers, 
knowledge, and money.  
 

What does the Board of Stewards do?   
We do things like host the new members dinner,  
organize pledge week, and promote Financial Peace  
University, among others.   

When do we meet? 
Our meetings are at 5:00 p.m. the first Monday of each 
month in the CLC.  Our next meeting is Monday, January 
6th at 5:00 p.m. 
 

If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Amanda Bell at 608-572-0731. 

Reminders 

Board of Stewardship News 

Help Wanted 

Earn some extra cash! 
St. John’s is looking for a part-time custodian to clean the 
school after 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  If you are 
interested, please contact the church office at  
608-742-9000 or email 
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

Substitute Teacher Needed! 
Do you enjoy a flexible schedule and working with 
students?   
St. John’s School is looking for short-term and  
long-term substitute teachers for 4K–8th grade. 
 

 A bachelor's degree is required. 
 A teaching degree is preferred, but not required. 
 

Please submit your resumé to akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
Questions? Please contact St. John’s School, 608-742-
9000. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars, you decide! 
It’s time to start thinking of where you want to 
designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Please 
consider designating your Thrivent Choice Dollars to 
St. John’s.  Call Thrivent today at 800-847-4836 or log 
into your account at www.thrivent.com/choice and click 
Get Started Now. 
 

Deadline: March 31 

Community News and Events 

Full-time and part-time teacher and teacher 
assistant needed. 
St. John’s Child Development Center is currently seeking 
a positive, energetic, full-time and part-time teacher and 
teacher assistant.  
 

If you are interested, or know someone who is, please 
contact the Child Development Center office at 
cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com for a complete job 
description and application. 

Columbia County Right to Life gathers on the 
second Tuesday of every month in front of Planned 
Parenthood, 132 W. Cook St., in Portage from 5:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Please join to pray that abortion will no 
longer be a solution for unplanned pregnancies on 
Tuesday, January 14th, for all or part of the hour.   

One Heart Women’s Seminar 
What is the One Heart Seminar?  This 
annual inter-denominational seminar 
speaks to a woman’s heart as together we 
prayerfully search for a more meaningful 

relationship with God. The biblical truths reveal the 
love that Jesus promises. 
 

When:  Saturday, February 29, 2020 
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Where: Wintergreen Resort 
  60 Gasser Rd 
  Wisconsin Dells, WI 
  608-254-2285 
Cost:  $27.00 ($35.00 after February 20th) 
 

Brochures and registration forms are located on the wall 
by the Welcome Center.  



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS at 9:15am  
Pastor Hovland will lead  

Sunday Morning Bible Study with us in the 
Christian Life Center. We hope to see you 

there for coffee, fellowship, and study! 
 

 STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH  
Sunday mornings at  

9:15am, APR  
This class is led by  
Dave Tamminga. 

 

THE PHOENIX BIBLE STUDY 
First and Third Monday of the Month  
at 9:30am, The Phoenix Apartments 

This class is led by Pastor Rod Armon. 
Contact Annette Monthey at 566-1346. 

 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday mornings at  

6:30am, CLC  
Contact Ken Manthey at 742-5216.  

 
 
 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
Tuesday mornings at  

9:15am, CLC  
This class is led by  

Pastor Hovland. Come a few minutes  
early for treats and  

coffee.  
 

 SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday evenings at  

6:30pm, Church Conference Room  
All women are welcome.  

Contact Elaine Hull at  
408-4247. 

 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at  

8:00am, CLC  
 Contact Mary Loomans at  

742-3972. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 9:30am, CLC  

If you have questions,  
contact Mary Soderlund at  

432.2109. 
 

THIRSTY SOULS BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday nights at  

5:30pm, Cafeteria Classroom 
If you have questions,  

contact Marilyn Jahn at  
617-7787. 

 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST 
BIBLE STUDY  

Saturday mornings at  
7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  

The group is working through  
the Epistles.  Contact  

Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 
 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator-Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30a-3:00p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck,  
Principal 

lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn 
Ministries Coordinator-School 

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-F / 7:45a-3:30p 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F / 6:00a-6:00p 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever 

you are, with whatever you may be 
going through. We are here to serve 

you with the Gospel: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 

Adopt a Sunday! It’s a fun and 
easy way to get to know your 
church family.   

 

We encourage families and groups 
to “Adopt a Sunday” by hosting 
coffee hour on Sunday mornings.  
Sign up in the Christian Life  
Center or email  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com  
  

January 05: OPEN 
January 12: OPEN 
January 19: LWML  
January 26: LFL 
February 02: OPEN 
 

Bible Study 

Announcements to be  
printed must be in the church office 

no later than NOON on Wednesdays.   
Send all correspondence to  

churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

This week’s readings comes from the 
Daily Lectionary found in the 
Lutheran Service Book page 299. 

Second Sunday After Christmas 
 
 

Sun.  Is. 65:8–25 
  Luke 2:1–20 
Mon. Is. 66:1–20 
  Luke 3:21–28 
Tue.  Ezek. 1:1–14, 22–28 
  Rom. 1:1–17 
Wed.  Ezek. 2:1—3:11 
  Rom. 1:18–32 
Thu.  Ezek. 3:12–27 
  Rom. 2:12–16 
Fri.  Ezek. 18:1–14, 19–13 
  Rom. 2:17–29 
Sat.  Ezek. 33:1–20 
  Rom. 3:1–18 

St_w[r^ship Thoughts  
S_]on^ Sun^[y @ft_r  

Christm[s 
   

Luke 2:49 – “And he said to them, 
‘Why were you looking for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?’ ” What a privilege 
the Lord has given to us by calling us 
to come to His house! It is not a  
burden but rather an honor and a  
blessing for us to always be able to 
come to a place where we know God is 
present for us in His gifts of Word and 
Sacrament. Likewise, the Lord has 
honored us by allowing us to support 
the work of His house with our tithes 
and offerings. 



5:30 and 8:00 Worship 
 
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell  
 

Hymn 
To Your Temple, Lord I Come   LSB 981 
 

Invocation   
 

Exhortation LSB 203 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution  LSB 203  
 

Kyrie LSB 204  
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204  
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

The Old Testament    1 Kings 3:4–15 
 

The Epistle   Ephesians 1:3–14 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 
 

The Holy Gospel   Luke 2:40–52 
 

Nicene Creed  LSB back cover 
 

Hymn of the Day 
Within the Father’s House   LSB 410 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface LSB 208 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 209 
 

The Words of Our Lord  
 

Pax Domini / Agnus Dei   LSB 209/210 
 

Distribution Hymns 
As with Gladness Men of Old  LSB 397 
Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning LSB 400 

 

Nunc Dimittis   LSB 211 
 

Post-Communion Collect   
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
 

Benediction  

 

Hymn   
Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens   LSB 589 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Divine Service, Setting four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

10:30 Worship 
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell  
 

Song 
Here I am to Worship 
 

Invocation  
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8 and Psalm 130:3-4 
 

Confession Luke 18:13                      
 

Absolution John 20:19-23 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

The Old Testament    1 Kings 3:4–15 
 

The Epistle   Ephesians 1:3–14 
 

The Holy Gospel   Luke 2:40–52 
 

Nicene Creed   
 

Song 
One Small Child 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering  
Sanctuary 
 

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Preface Psalm 136 
 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; 
  1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

Distribution Song   
10,000 Reasons 
Surrender 
 

The Common Dismissal 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Closing Song   
Mighty to Save 
 
 
 
 

January 4 and 5 
Second Sunday After Christmas 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Sara Jakeman 
 

Lectors: Polly Koepp (5:30); Jim Atkinson (8:00);  
Karen Riewe (10:30) 

Worship Team: Led by Kara Rietmann 

 



The Old Testament    1 Kings 3:4–15 
The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, 

for that was the great high place. Solomon used to 
offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At 
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give 
you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great 
and steadfast love to your servant David my father, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward 
you. And you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne this day. And now, O LORD my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of David my 
father, although I am but a little child. I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And your servant 
is in the midst of your people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or 
counted for multitude. Give your servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern your people, that I 
may discern between good and evil, for who is able 
to govern this your great people?” 
 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 
this. And God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life 
or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked 
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 
behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none 
like you has been before you and none like you 
shall arise after you. I give you also what you have 
not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other 
king shall compare with you, all your days. And if 
you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and 
my commandments, as your father David walked, 
then I will lengthen your days.” 
 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a 
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up 
burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a 
feast for all his servants. 

 
The Epistle  Ephesians 1:3–14 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even 
as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with 
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 In him we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In 
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 
The Holy Gospel  Luke 2:40–52 

 The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon 
him. 
 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom. And when the feast was ended, as they 
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but 
supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s 
journey, but then they began to search for him 
among their relatives and acquaintances, and when 
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him. After three days they found him 
in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. And all who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers. And when his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, 
why have you treated us so? Behold, your father 
and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 
And he said to them, “Why were you looking for 
me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” And they did not understand the 
saying that he spoke to them. And he went down 
with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up 
all these things in her heart. 
 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature 
and in favor with God and man. 
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