
Join the  
St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries Schools -Official  

group for news, updates 

and daily encouragement! 

 

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (18)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Christian Education, CLC 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
MONDAY (19)  
9:30 a.m.  The Phoenix Bible Study, The Phoenix 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, Levee 
 
TUESDAY (20)  
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
12:00 p.m.  Scrip orders due 
6:00 p.m.  All Boards and Staff Meeting, CLC 
 
WEDNESDAY (21)  
12:00 p.m.  Weekly Announcements Due 
5:00 p.m.  Youth Group, Gym and Youth Group Room 
 
THURSDAY (22)   
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, Levee 
5:30 p.m.  Thirsty Souls Bible Study, School Cafeteria  
    
FRIDAY (23)  Pastor’s day off  
   (contact for emergencies only) 
12:00 p.m.  West Storage Room Construction-Narthex   
  
SATURDAY (24)   
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s  
9:00 a.m.  West Storage Room Construction-Narthex 
5:30 p.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (25)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Christian Education, CLC 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 

As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 

1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the 
hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the   
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
 

2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video near the 
restrooms.   
 

3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 

medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (darker color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service. 
  

6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  
 

APR = All Purpose Room, CLC = Christian Life Center 

CDC = St. John’s Child Development Center 

Also listed on www.stjohnsportage.com under “resources” link 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries): 
 

Medical: 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment 

Alice Atkinson 
 

Mourning: 

Family of Jacob Zimmerman 
 

Other: 
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 

If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name added 

to the prayer list, please contact the church office.  Prayer  

requests for Thanksgiving, Milestone, Medical, and Mourning will 

remain on the list for a 2-weeks.  Prayer requests for Long-term  

Illness/Treatment will remain for 1 month unless the church office 

is notified with an update on the individual.  Please be sure that 

you have the permission of the individual before contacting the 

church office to add them to the public prayer list. 
 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 

members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be made 

or arranged. 
 

 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
-Philippians 4:6-7 

Week of  
08/18/2019 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 

   

  Last Weekend’s Attendance: 301 

  Unified Received: $11,115.95 

  Other Contributions: $460.00 

  TOTAL: $11,575.95  
 

  Weekly Unified Needed: $14,230.77 

Please Pray 

St. John’s Info. Corner 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/775064652678872/?ref=group_header
https://www.facebook.com/groups/775064652678872/?ref=group_header


Summer Is Ending 

Join Choir 

Flooring Project 

Reminders 

We have a library! 
Have you ever wondered where our church library is  
and how to check out books?  Visit the church library  
located at the Welcome Center. 
 

If you find a book that piques your interest, take it home, 
read it, and return it.  It is just that simple! 
 

No paperwork – no hassle! 
 

We are not accepting book donations for the church  
library at this time.  

Please be considerate of our disabled  
worshipers’ parking needs. If the driver is not  
disabled, it would be best if he or she would drop an  
individual at the door and use a regular parking stall 
when possible. Then, we will be sure we have enough 
handicap parking for our disabled drivers. We appreciate 
our caregivers and drivers.   

Lutherans For Life 

August 18 – Pentecost X 
(Proper 15C) – God’s Word 
about human worth from  
fertilization to final breath  
sometimes divides (Luke 12:51). 
Looking after the least of these may 
set us against popular opinion, our 

own sense of reason, and even loved ones. But only the 
surgical sword of Gospel grace sets us free from  
calculating value by works. The Almighty’s redeeming 
compassion slashes a path and builds a bridge to  
abundant, everlasting life—for us and every human  
being.  

Confirmation Classes 

We are looking for singers and musicians who 
are willing to sing and play instruments to serve the 
congregation in song at the 10:30 service.  We practice 
approximately once a month for about an hour after 
service.  Interested individuals can contact any one on 
the worship team or email Deb Bauman at  
overthehill40db@yahoo.com, or call Deb at 920-350-
6900. 

Are you looking for a group you can join and 
exercise your talent and meet members of our 
church family?  Why not join the Adult Choir, a 
group made up of the nicest people you will meet.   
Starting in September, we practice Wednesday nights at 
6:30 p.m., in the church balcony.  We sing on the first 
and third weekends of the month with exceptions of spe-
cial services and dates.  You don’t have to read music –
help is available from our members, and we work around 
people’s vacation or work schedules.  Come and join in 
singing praises to our Lord.  

It’s not too late to enroll your 7th or 
8th grader at St. John's Lutheran 
School.  Contact the school office at 
608-742-9000 (press 3). 
 

Back To School Cookout and Open House! 
Join us for a back-to-school cookout and open house, 
Monday, August 26th at 5:30 p.m.  Don’t miss this 
chance to check out our school and child development 
center, and meet our teachers.  Register for the Scrip  
Program, and be entered to win a drawing for a $25.00 
Scrip Visa Card.  
 

Grill Master Pastor Hovland will be grilling up brats and 
hot dogs.    

Our flooring projects for this year are nearly 
finished! Once more, we are asking for your help. We 
need to move furniture back into the CDC office today 
Sunday, August 18th, after the 10:30 service to be ready 
for business Monday morning. We will meet at the CDC 
after 10:30 service.  Anything you can do to help is 
greatly appreciated! Please contact the school office,  
608-742-9000 (press 3) or email Amanda at 
AKohn@stjohnsportage.com if you can help.  

Aging and Disability  
Resource Center of 
Columbia County 
(ADRC) is looking for volun-
teers for Meals on Wheels. Meals on Wheels Volunteers  
deliver hot meals to homebound older adults. How  
often? Routes vary but typically take an hour to 1 ½ 
hours to deliver. Volunteers can deliver once a month, 
once a week, or a variety of schedules. Meals are  
delivered mid-day.  For more information and volunteer  
opportunities, please contact ADRC at 608-742-9233 or 
email adrc@co.columbia.wi.us.  

Community Outreach 

Classes for non-St. John’s school students in 6th through 
8th grade will begin with a brief parent and student 
meeting on September 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the Christian 
Life Center. Attendance of a parent and child is 
requested. 

mailto:overthehill40db@yahoo.com


Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast  
Our Sunday morning broadcast of the previous Sunday 
service continues at 10:00 a.m. on WPDR 1350 AM. 
Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order of service booklets 
($30) may be sponsored in honor, or in memory, of a  
special person or occasion.   

Radio Broadcast 

Help Support Our Community 

Scrip is a simple way to increase your support 
for St. John’s Lutheran Ministries. 
Do you buy groceries, clothes, or gas? Do you enjoy  
going out to dinner?  Did you know you can do all those 
things and support your church? 
Budget with gift cards and support St. John’s Ministries! 
For example, buy Kwik Trip gift cards from St. John’s 
Scrip program, and a percent of the gift card purchase 
goes back to St. John’s Lutheran Ministries. 
Order on Tuesday and pick up on Thursday. 
Visit: shop.shopwithscrip.com 
Click: Register 
Enrollment Code: 541EL4DE3891L   

The Lord’s Supper 

Not only can you support St. John’s Lutheran 
Ministries through the Scrip program, you can also 
support our ministries when you purchase from Amazon 

by using Amazon Smile.  
 

Instead of shopping at amazon.com, simply shop  
smileamazon.com.  When you visit smileamazon.com 
for the first time, you will prompted to select a charitable 
organization from the list provided.  Choose St. John's 
Lutheran Church and the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of the  
purchase price of  
eligible products to  
St. John’s Lutheran  
Ministries.    
 

 

LCMS Pray For Us Calendar 

CHURCH WORKERS — AUGUST  
Pastors; deaconesses; Lutheran school teachers;  
directors of Christian education, Christian outreach and 
family life ministry; parish musicians. The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is blessed with many 
faithful church workers who assist and lead people in 
participating in the fulfillment of the Great Commission, 
while building up the Body of Christ.  
 

Remember God’s work through the Synod’s church 
workers as you pray:  
 
18: with thanksgiving that God does His bidding 
through unworthy and unlikely people. Pray that He 
would keep us from thinking more highly of ourselves 
than we ought and keep us focused on the proclamation 
of the Gospel.  
 

19: that God would give us faith so that we may not fear 
in times of trouble nor fall away in times of prosperity.  
 

20: for the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 
from above to be given to us, so that God’s Word may 
not be bound but have free course and be preached to 
the joy and edification of Christ’s holy people.  
 

21: that the Church would work together in  
God-pleasing unity and that their joint efforts would  
further God’s kingdom.  
 

22: for Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; Concordia  
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.; and other  
institutions that prepare servants for the Church, that 
they would properly prepare men and women to serve 
God and His Church.  
 

23: with thanksgiving for every person and organization 
that supports the work of the Church. The prayers and 
financial support of God’s people enable the Gospel to 
be shared at home and around the world.  
 

24: for young people, that the Lord would lead them to 
serve Him and bless His people.  

Support St. John’s By Shopping! 

An update on the Lord’s Supper:  beginning the 
weekend of September 1, St. John’s will be using Mogen 
David Concord as our wine for Holy Communion.   
Because of its darker color we will be using a white grape 
juice in the center of the trays for those with  
medical necessity. A verbal reminder will be given the 
first weekend of the change. From Luther’s Small  
Catechism: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? Answer: 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat and to 
drink, instituted by Christ Himself. 

Golf scramble to benefit the Pregnancy  
Resource Center: 
-Saturday, September 7th at Saddle Ridge Golf Course 
-4 person scramble 
-Shotgun starts at 11:00 a.m. 
-$45.00 per person 
To register, please call Saddle Ridge Golf Course,  
608-742-2181.  Registration deadline is September 2nd.  



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS at 9:15am  

Pastor Hovland will lead  

Sunday Morning Bible Study with us in the 

Christian Life Center. We hope to see you 

there for coffee, fellowship, and study! 
 

 

 

 STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH  

Sunday mornings at  

9:15am, APR  

This class is led by  

Dave Tamminga. 
 

THE PHOENIX BIBLE STUDY 

First and Third Monday of the Month  

at 9:30am, The Phoenix Apartments 

This class is led by Pastor Rod Armon. 
 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Tuesday mornings at  

6:30am, CLC  

Contact Ken Manthey at  

742-5216.  
 

 

 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  

Tuesday mornings at  

9:15am, CLC  

This class is led by  

Pastor Hovland. Come a few minutes  

early for treats and  

coffee.  
 

 SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  

Second Tuesday of the month at  

6:30pm, CDC lower level  

All women are welcome.  

Contact Elaine Hull at  

408-4247. 
 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  

Thursday mornings at  

8:00am, CLC  

 Contact Mary Loomans at  

742-3972. 
 

 

 

 

 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  

Thursday mornings starting in September 

at 9:30am, CLC  

If you have questions,  

contact Gladys Chance at  

566-1123. 
 

THIRSTY SOULS BIBLE STUDY 

Thursday nights at  

5:30pm, Cafeteria Classroom 

If you have questions,  

contact Marilyn Jahn at  

617-7787. 
 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST 

BIBLE STUDY  

Saturday mornings at  

7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  

The group is working through  

the Epistles.  Contact  

Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator-Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30a-3:00p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck,  
Principal 

lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn 
Ministries Coordinator-School 

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F / 6:00a-6:00p 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever 

you are, with whatever you may be 
going through. We are here to serve 

you with the Gospel: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
 

Adopt a Sunday! It’s a fun and 
easy way to get to know your 
church family.   

 

We encourage families and groups 
to “Adopt a Sunday” by hosting 
coffee hour on Sunday mornings.  
Sign up in the Christian Life  
Center or email  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com  
  

August 18: OPEN 
August 25: OPEN 
September 01: OPEN 
September 08: OPEN 

Bible Study 

Announcements to be  
printed must be in the church office no 

later than NOON on Wednesdays.   
Send all correspondence to  

churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

This week’s readings comes from 
the Daily Lectionary found in the 
Lutheran Service Book page 299. 

 

Proper 15  2 Sam 7:18-29 
     1 Cor. 10:23-11:16 
Mon.  2 Sam. 11:1-27 
     1 Cor. 11:17-34 
Tue.  2 Sam. 12:1-25 
     1 Cor. 12:1-13 
Wed.   1 Kings 1:1-4,15-35 
     1 Cor. 12:14-31 
Thu.  1 Kings 2:1-27 
     1 Cor. 13:1-13 
Fri.   1 Kings  3:1-15  
   2 Cor. 1:1-22 
Sat.   1 Kings 5:1-18  
    2 Cor. 1:23-2:17 

Stewardship Thoughts  
Proper 15 

 
 

Luke 12:51 – “Do you think 
that I have come to give peace 
on earth? No, I tell you, but  
rather division.” Jesus has come to 
divide us out of the world, to carve 
out a people for Himself redeemed by 
His Blood and trusting His Word. The 
world hates this Word, but for us it is 
life and salvation. We seek to follow 
Jesus’ Word in all things because we 
know Him who gave us the Word. We 
know He always seeks to bless us.  



5:30 and 8:00 Worship 
Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn 
“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”   LSB 497 
 

Invocation 
  

Exhortation LSB 184 
 

Confession and Absolution                            LSB 184/185 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

The Old Testament Reading    Jeremiah 23:16-29 
 

The Epistle   Hebrews 11:17-12:3 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 190 
 

The Holy Gospel   Luke 12:49-56 
 

Apostles’ Creed   LSB back cover 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory   LSB 192 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface LSB 194 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
 

The Words of Our Lord  
 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 
 

Agnus Dei   LSB 198 
 

Distribution Hymns 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War”  LSB 661 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” LSB 643 
 

Nunc Dimittis     LSB 199 
 

Thanksgiving                                                           LSB 200 
Post-Communion Collect  
 

Salutation   LSB 201 
 

Benedicamus/Benediction LSB 202 
 

Hymn   
“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”   LSB 924 
 
 

 
 
Divine Service, Setting three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy 
Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. 
 
 

10:30 Worship 
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Song 
“Lead Me To The Cross” 
 
 

Invocation   
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8 and Psalm 32:5   

Confession of Sins        Hebrews 10:22                     
 

Absolution                 Mark 16:16; John 1:12 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day           2 Timothy 4:22 
 

The Old Testament Reading            Jeremiah 23:16-29 

The Epistle                                                Hebrews 11:17-12:3 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                   Luke 12:49-56 
 

Apostles’ Creed                      LSB back cover 
 

Song 
“Open The Eyes Of My Heart” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering  
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
 

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Preface Psalm 136 
 

The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28; 
 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

Pax Domini  John 20:19 
 
 

Distribution Songs   
“In Christ Alone” 
“Grace Like Rain” 
 

The Common Dismissal 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Closing Song   
“Awesome God” 
 
 
 

August 17th and 18th 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Stephenie Hovland 
 

Lectors: Ken Manthey (5:30); Lorraine Stevens (8:00); 
Claudia Fairfield (10:30)  

Worship Team: Led by Kara Rietmann 
 

 
 



The Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 23:16-29 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the 

words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with 
vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from 
the mouth of the LORD. They say continually to those who 
despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; 
and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they 
say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

For who among them has stood in the council of the 
LORD to see and to hear his word, or who has paid 
attention to his word and listened? Behold, the storm 
of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest;  it will burst upon the head of the 
wicked. The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
until he has executed and accomplished the intents of 
his heart. In the latter days you will understand it 
clearly. 
“I did not send the prophets,  yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. But if 
they had stood in my council, then they would have 
proclaimed my words to my people, and they would 
have turned them from their evil way, and from the 
evil of their deeds. 

“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a 
God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places so that 
I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? declares the LORD. I have heard what the 
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I 
have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies 
in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who 
prophesy the deceit of their own heart, who think to make 
my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one 
another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? Let 
the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who 
has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 
common with wheat? declares the LORD. Is not my word 
like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks 
the rock in pieces?” 

  
The Epistle  Hebrews 11:17-12:3 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises was in the act of 
offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that 
God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith 
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. By faith 
Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 
bowing in worship over the head of his staff. By faith 
Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of 
the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 
 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated 
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures 
of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the 

reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger 
of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 
By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so 
that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 
 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry 
land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, 
were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the 
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to 
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women 
received back their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise 
again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, 
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they 
were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 
mistreated— of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth. 
 And all these, though commended through their faith, 
did not receive what was promised, since God had provided 
something better for us, that apart from us they should not 
be made perfect. 
 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 
 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 
fainthearted. 

 
    The Holy Gospel  Luke 12:49-56 

[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and 
would that it were already kindled! I have a baptism to be 
baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 
accomplished! Do you think that I have come to give peace 
on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on 
in one house there will be five divided, three against two and 
two against three. They will be divided, father against son 
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud 
rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ 
And so it happens. And when you see the south wind 
blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it 
happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how 
to interpret the present time?” 
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