
Worship and Weekly Events 
 

Sunday: 
8:00am Service of Word and Sacrament 
9:15am Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center 
9:15am Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30am Service of Word and Sacrament 
Monday:  
5:30pm Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital Tunnel 
Tuesday: 
6:30pm Men’s Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
9:15am Tuesday Morning Bible Study,  

Christian Life Center 
6:30pm Sisters in Christ, 

Child Development Center Lower Level 
Wednesday: 
10:00am Chapel 
12:00pm Weekly Announcements Deadline 
5:00pm Youth Group, School Gym 
5:00pm Handbell Choir, Balcony 
6:30pm Confirmation Class, Christian Life Center 

and All Purpose Room 
6:30pm Adult Choir, Balcony 
Thursday: 
8:00am Esther Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
9:30am Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital Tunnel 
9:30am Rachel Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
5:30pm *Thirsty Souls Bible Study,

Christian Life Center
Saturday: 
7:00am Men’s Bible Class, Dino’s
5:30pm Service of Word and Sacrament

* New Bible study

Save the date for Lent and Easter worship 
Ash Wednesday worship with Sacrament 
March 6th 
10:00am and 6:30pm 

Lent worship  
Wednesdays starting March 13th 
10:00am and 6:30pm 
*Lenten supper will be served at 5:30pm in the CLC

Maundy Thursday worship with Sacrament 
April 18th 
10:00am and 6:30pm 

Good Friday Tre Ore worship 
April 19th 
12:00pm—3:00pm 

Easter Vigil worship with Sacrament 
April 20 
5:30pm 

Easter Sunrise worship with Sacrament 
April 21st  
6:00am 

Easter Day worship with Sacrament 
April 21st 
8:00am and 10:30am 

February 2019 



FEBRUARY 2019– 2 

It was Sunday morning and my family and I were  
visiting a church in a community away from home. It 
had taken us longer to find the church than we had  
expected, so we arrived a few minutes late. The parking 
lot was full, and there were no parking spots reserved 
for visitors. My husband dropped the family off at the 
door and drove off in search of a parking place. 
 

Not wanting to end up in the front row at a church 
whose worship style might be different from that of our 
home church, we were happy to find room in the back 
pew. We scooted in just in time to sing the first hymn. 
Except we couldn’t figure out what it was. Neither the 
hymn text nor number was printed in the worship folder. 
I fumbled through several of the inserts and handouts 
that came with the worship folder, but couldn’t find any 
reference to any of the hymns to be sung that day. 

“What do we sing?” my son whispered as he held his 
hymnbook out to me. 
 

“I don’t know,” I whispered back. 

I looked around for a hymn board, but saw none. A 
woman was sitting at one end of the pew in front of us, 
and I was able to get her to turn around and show me the 
number of the hymn the congregation was singing. 
 

By the second hymn, we still had not figured out where 
to find the hymn numbers, and the woman I had just 
asked for help showed no interest in assisting us a  
second time. I used the index at the back of the 
hymnbook and was able to join in the last stanza. But 
we never figured out what the third hymn of the day 
was. 

Before the closing hymn, I finally found a hymn board 
tucked into a spot on the wall that was nearly impossible 
to see from the back pew. 

I quickly told the rest of the family, and we joined the 
congregation in the last hymn of the day. 
 

As we left the church, the pastor was friendly, but the 
church members gathered in their tight groups, showing 
no interest in us as first-time visitors. Finally, as we got 
into our van to leave, someone did speak to us. An  
elderly couple parked beside us shared their optimistic 

predictions of victory later that day for the local football 
team. 
 

As we drove away, we reflected on the morning’s  
experience. What if, instead of being one-time visitors, 
we had been new neighbors of that congregation  
searching for a church home? Would we have come 
back to that church, or would we have looked elsewhere 
for a more “visitor friendly” church? 

We are all called by our Lord to be “Great Commission” 
people. The mission of a congregation is not to center 
on itself but to look for ways to share the Good News 
with others. Welcoming visitors to our church is one 
way to reach out to our community neighbors who want 
to know more about Jesus’ saving love for them. 
 

This Sunday, as you worship the Lord at your  
congregation, try to view the experience through the 
eyes of a first-time visitor. Is there visitor parking near 
your church building? Will someone be there to help 
pick up worship aids and hymnbooks, and does the  
worship folder provide clear instructions to lead the  
visitor through the worship service? What more can 
your congregation do to make the “stranger in a strange 
pew” welcome in your congregation? 
 

With the idea of writing an article for The Lutheran 
Witness, I asked my family to visit several area  
churches to find out how their members welcomed 
strangers in their pews. Here are some of the people we 
encountered and the things they did to make us  
first-time visitors feel welcome: 

– Several pastors noticed that our daughter has a
developmental disability and made a special effort to
talk with her.

– An elderly usher showed he cared by scurrying across
the narthex to help us the minute we walked in through
the church door.

– A young man stepped across the aisle to make sure we
were at the right place in the hymnbook, and then
checked later in the service to see that we were still
following along.
 

– A man sat down in the pew next to my husband when
the service was over and struck up a friendly
conversation.

– Another woman looked at the registration book when
it came back to her so that she could welcome us by
name at the end of the service.

– At one church, several people stopped me as I got a
cup of coffee after services, asking who we were and
inviting us to come again.

From The Lutheran Witness March 1, 2017 issue

Lutheran Witness, March 1, 2017 issue 
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Our Way Home is a book that 
will take us on a vivid journey 
through the prayer we say so  
often. The author, Dr. Paavola, is 
a professor of theology at  
Concordia University Wisconsin. 
He states the original purpose of 
the book – to teach the prayer as a 
descriptive journey, giving a fresh 

perspective to those who have said the prayer many 
times, yet easily grasped by those new to the faith.  
 

The author begins with the words, I’m Going Home, 
noting the emotion we feel when we have traveled a  
distance and arrive home where the door is open and 
we are safe and loved. We are led to see the journey 
that the Lord’s Prayer makes, beginning with the call  
to the Father, continue by walking with Him on earth  

Our Way Home: A Journey 
Through The Lord’s Prayer 

By Daniel E. Paavola 

Book Review:  

– A couple stopped my husband and me as we passed by
the visitor’s table, eager to find out more about us and
establish a relationship that would encourage us to come
again.

– Some members not only introduced themselves, they
also invited us to stay for Sunday school and adult Bible
class, pointing out the rooms where they met and what
topics were being discussed that morning.

– Several churches contacted us by mail later that same
week.

– Most pastors wrote personal letters, not form letters,
thanking us for coming and asking us to come again.
 

– A layman at one congregation wrote a personal letter.
 

– Our 15-year-old son received a youth-group
newsletter from a church where he had entered his name
and age in the registration book.

– A vicar at one church phoned us, as did a retired
gentleman from another church. Both thanked us for
coming and asked if we would like more information
about their church.
 

– Once when we didn’t include our phone number on
the pew register sheet at another church, someone from
the evangelism group took the time to look up the
number and was calling our home at the moment we
walked in the front door, thanking us for coming and

asking if there was any way his church could help us. 
 

While none of these is a great revelation or a new idea, 
perhaps you will find some helpful reminders as to what 
you can do at your church, whether you serve as an  
usher, volunteer in the office, sit on a church board, 
teach Sunday school, or simply sit next to someone who 
is struggling to follow the worship service. 

The effect that these simple efforts to reach out to  
visitors can have at your congregation is illustrated by 
the answer a friend of mine gave when I asked her why 
she and her husband had joined one of the churches we 
visited: “Because they seemed to care so much about us, 
we really felt they wanted to show us Christ’s love,” she 
explained. 
 

“Someone from this congregation visited us during the 
week that followed our first visit, and each month  
someone from this church phoned to find out if we had 
any prayer requests.” 
 

Pray that God will fill your heart, as well as the hearts of 
your fellow congregation members, with the desire and 
wisdom to show true Christian hospitality to those who 
come to join you in your worship. Let’s all do what we 
can individually and collectively to help the “strangers 
in our pews” feel welcome as brothers or sisters in 
Christ. 

From The Lutheran Witness March 1, 2017 issue

and then on to our heavenly home.     
 

The emphasis on imagery and storytelling will give the 
reader an understanding of the power and depth of the 
prayer.  For example, the fifth petition, “Forgive us our 
trespasses” uses the analogy of water. A quote, “Heaven 
pours out an extravagant waterfall of forgiving grace, so 
great that it flows past the one who is forgiven”.  

Each petition uses other captivating pictures of our 
world and our life.  These images may stay in our minds 
as we journey through the prayer, leading us to discover 
the beauty, depth and power of the petitions. It is a 
 unifying prayer, as a journey, not separate entities.   
 

In closing statements, the author extends a wish for all of 
us as we pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer, “May they 
take you to sights and sounds that you have never heard 
before. Finally, may they take you and all the saints on 
earth to your Father’s 
home.” 
 

This is a book that I highly 
recommend – find it on the 
church library shelf! 

Our Way Home: A Journey Through 
The Lord’s Prayer 

By Daniel E. Paavola 
 

Concordia Publishing House, 2017 
Audience: adult 

Reviewed by Mary Loomans 

-By Anita Stohs
Lutheran Witness, March 1, 2017 issue 
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February 1 
Michelle Nummerdor 
Darwin Simonson 
 

February 2 
Merlyn Mohr 
Gavin Thompson 
 

February 3 
Calvin Behnke 
Hartley Bell 
 

February 4 
Roger Baerwolf 
Pamela Eastman 
Jackson Moll 
 

February 5 
Linda Bannen 
Logan Mael 
Joshua Raimer 
 

February 6 
Arabelle Gitzlaff 
Ashley Hartwig 
Donald Mell 
Emmit Simonson 
Troy Witt 
 

February 7 
Joel Leeland 
Peter Welsh 
Kristine Winkelmann 
 

February 8 
Abigail Edwards 
Roger Hemler 
Brayden Jones 
Shirley Puttkammer 
Joel Thiede 

 

February 9 
Cole Huston 
Lilly Mommens 
Justin Stanford 
 

February 10 
Sue Hamel 
Sandra Tills 
 

February 11 
Lynn Allds 
Marilyn Baars 
Nicollete Haddix 
Elaine Hull 
Winifred Paske 
Domanick Vogel 
Zoey Zimmerman 
 

February 12 
Diane Simmermon 
 

February 13 
Katie Heiman 
Alex Hughan 
Daniel Marten 
Deborah Rohrbeck 
 

February 14 
Wilma Pfuehler 
Brittany Yaddof 
 

February 15 
Victor Kreuziger 
 

February 16 
Joan Bailey 
 

February 17 
JoAnn Watkins 
Walker Wheeler 

February 18 
Jayne Hurd 
Nancy Johnson 
 

February 19 
Phoebe Cole 
Beverly Hall 
Grace Rabl 
Cody Reyonalds 
Robert Wilcox 
Jeanne Young 
 

February 20 
Roy Erdmann 
Donald Kohrt 
Henry Mootz 
Jill Schwantz 
 

February 21 
David Sutfin 
Zachary Wilson 
 

February 22 
Jacob Witt 
 

February 23 
Olivia Szymanski 
Patty Szymanski 
Rebecca Williams 
Phyllis Zimmerman 
 

February 24 
Mark Behnke 
Carter Edwards 
Sonja Kohn 
Aleah Yahnke 
 

February 25 
Judith VanWormer 
 

February 26 
Thaddeus Tomaszewski 
 

February 27 
Michelle Erdmann 
Tanner Kerr 
 

February 28 
Scott Jones 
Jill Pogorelec 
 
February 29 
Jeff Carrington 
Marian Ernst 
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St. John’s 
Crusaders 

News 
 

For we are God’s Masterpiece. He has  
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago. 

-Ephesians 2:10 

January Snapshots 

Crusaders 2018‐2019 Calendar: 
2/04  No school 
2/16  Lower Choir sings in church  
   at 5:30pm 
3/09  Upper Choir sings in church  
  at 5:30pm 
3/18‐3/22 Spring Break, no school 
3/29  End of 3rd quarter 
4/14  Lower Choir sings in church  
   at 10:30am 
4/19‐4/22 Easter Break, no school 
4/28  Upper Choir sings in church  
   at 8:00am 
5/15‐5/17 6th‐8th grade class trips 
5/27  Memorial Day, no school 
6/05  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!   
  NOON DISMISSAL! 
   ‐End of 4th quarter 
6/10‐6/14 Vaca on Bible School,  
   9:00am—12:00pm 

Crusaders February Calendar: 
F 01 Dress Like You’re 100 
 7th Grade CPR Training, 
 8:30am 
Sa 02 B Team Tournament at St. Mary’s, 
  8:00am at St. Mary’s in Portage 
M 04 No School 
 St. John’s Girls A/B BB Team –vs– Central Wi, 
 5:00pm in the gym 
Tu 05   St. John’s Girls A/B Teams BB @ St. Patrick’s,
 5:00pm at St. Patrick’s in Mauston 
Th 07 Fitness Club,  
  3:15pm in the gym 
  St. John’s Girls A Team BB –vs‐ Scared Heart,
 6:00pm in the gym 
M 11 St. John’s Girls A/B BB Team –vs– St. Mary’s, 
 5:00pm in the gym 
Tu  12 St. John’s Girls A/B BB Team  @ St. Joseph’s, 
 5:00pm at St. Joseph’s in Baraboo 
W 13 Bookworms, 
 3:30pm in the library 
Th 14 Valen ne’s Day 
  Art Club, 
  3:15pm in the 3rd grade classroom 
Sa 16 Lower Choir Sings in Church, 
 5:30pm  
M 18 St. John’s Girls A Team BB –vs‐ Scared Heart,
 6:00pm in the gym 
Tu 19 K‐2 How I Became a Pirate 
 St. John’s Girls A BB Team  @ St. Peter’s, 
 5:00pm at St. Peter’s in Reedsburg 
Th 21 Lego Club,  
  3:15 in the 2nd grade classroom 
  St. John’s Girls A/B Teams BB –vs‐ St. Peter’s,
 5:00pm in the gym 
F 22 3rd Quarter Midterm 
 St. John’s Girl’s A/B Teams BB Pep Rally, 
  1:30pm in the gym 
Sa 23  A Team Tournament at St. Mary’s, 
  8:00am at St. Mary’s in Portage 
We 27 Midterm Grades Posted 
  Bookworms, 
 3:30pm in the library 
Th 28 Family Night—Ice Cream Social, 
  6:00pm in the cafeteria 
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Kindergarten 
Kindergarten boys have been 
very busy and learning a lot. 
They went on a trip to the North 
Pole on the Polar Express  
before Christmas break. When 
they returned from break they 
got right back to work, learning 
about recycling, ordinal  
numbers, and improving their 
reading skills.  

-Ms. Quade 

St. John’s Crusaders News 

3rd Grade 
3rd grade is very busy this time of year. We are  
memorizing the perfect squares in math and talking 
about body systems in science. We are learning about 
Martin Luther King Jr. and looking for ways that we 
can make a difference in the world. We want to thank 
everyone that donated items  to our classroom. We 
enjoyed opening each gift and finding out what was 
inside. Thank you!  
 

-Ms. Kosmala 

2nd Grade 
Every month 2nd and 4th grades walk to the Portage 
Public Library. Each visit Mrs. Foster teaches us a les-
son on books or the library, we do an activity, and we 
check out books for reports or for fun.  We are blessed 
to be within walking distance of such a nice library. 
 

-Ms. Winkelmann 

e 
s 

4th Grade 
The fourth grade students are currently working on 
and developing their letter writing skills and will al-
so be preparing for their first Spelling Bee with St. 
John's School.  In art class this past December, the 
fourth grade used their talents and created Cityscape  
drawings.  Also in the month of December they 
worked on developing their speaking skills for the 
Christmas program.   

-Mrs. Bennett 
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Christmas Memories  
I was a little worried about what my first Christmas in 
the most atheistic country in the world would be like. 
Starting in October, I heard people talking about how 
much they loved Christmas, even though they had never 
yet been in a church. At a routine vaccination  
appointment, the nurse at my medical clinic exclaimed, 
“I can hardly wait for Christmas. It’s my favorite time 
of the year!” When I asked what she liked best, she 
mentioned shopping, family getting together, and  
making special Christmas dishes that are served just 
once each year.  
 
Assuming the nurse was Christian, I asked which church 
she attended for Christmas services. She looked at me 
dumbfounded and asked, “Is Christmas a Christian 
holiday?” I assured her that it was and invited her to  
attend my church, not just on Christmas, but for any 
Sunday service. She wrote down the information and 
told me her mother would be happy to hear this news. I 
didn’t see them at Christmas, but I hope they will come 
another time. I also invited an atheist friend to church, 
but she couldn’t come either. I gave her a bible for 
Christmas, something she wanted and greatly  
appreciated. I hope the seeds of God’s Word take root 
and she can attend church with me sometime soon.  
 
My little village on the outskirts of Prague had no 
Christmas decorations on the streets, though some  
houses had decorated trees in the windows. Many 
Czechs don’t put up their trees until Christmas Eve and 
keep them up through Epiphany.  
 
But the highlight for my first Christmas in Prague was, 
of course, our church services. The advent wreath and 
candles were the only decorations until Christmas Eve, 
when the simply decorated tree and nativity set  
appeared. The Advent, Christmas Day and Epiphany 
services were also nice, but Christmas Eve was quite 
special.  
 
Our English congregation held a joint Christmas Eve 
service with the Czech congregation. The hymns  

selected could be sung in Czech or English, with “Silent 
Night” also having German words in the Czech hymnal. 
I have been attending both the English and Czech  
services, so rejoicing with all of my local brothers and 
sisters in Christ was especially heart-warming. Rev. Dr. 
Charles Cortright, who served our congregation before 
moving to Russia to teach at the seminary, returned to 
visit over Christmas and provided the sermon in  
English, with Czech translation provided by another 
pastor. For familiar songs, I sang in Czech, and I sang 
the unfamiliar tunes in English. Some songs I sang  
partly in each language.  
 
On Christmas Eve, I felt at home while so far from 
home, singing with Czech and English voices that  
someday will join me in a heavenly choir. There is  
plenty of room for more choir members, more brothers 
and sisters in Christ. I’m hoping a nurse and some  
former atheists join the heavenly choir too  
 

A Visit To Germany 
In mid-December, I visited a fellow missionary for a 
weekend in Leipzig. We attended the Christmas market 
there, where I found a beautiful traditional German 
Christmas ornament to decorate my little tree back in 
Prague. The streets were busy with musicians, shoppers, 
and hot food and beverages. Each beverage came in a 
special Christmas mug with the year and location of the 
market decorated somewhere on the mug through words 
or pictures. If you didn’t want to keep the mug, you 
simply returned it and got your mug deposit back.  
 
We also attended the Bach Christmas Oratorio that was 
held at St. Thomas Church in Leipzig. This is the very 
same church where the music was first performed under 
Bach’s direction.  
 
I also had some unexpected excitement, when the 
Deutsche Bahn railway workers went on strike less than 
one hour before I was scheduled to return to Prague. 
The strike only lasted four hours, but the entire train 
system was shut down for the day. I made it safely back 
to Prague by bus, filled with other displaced rail  
passengers. We will all be getting refunds for our  
tickets, which likely will fund another enjoyable trip 
somewhere in Germany, traveling on Deutsche Bahn.  
 
 

 “And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.”  

John 1:14 (ESV)  
 

EURASIA 
 

December news from  
Cindy Zirbel Wrucke 
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NEWS FROM Parish Life 
Sweethearts Brunch 
Sunday, February 10, 2019 
11:30am to 2:00pm 
 

All married couples of St. John’s 
Lutheran Ministries are invited to 
an afternoon of food,  
entertainment, and games. 

 

Email youth@stjohnsportage.com or sign up at the 
welcome center in church to RSVP by 2/5/2019. 

 

What therefore God has joined together, let man not 
separate. Mark 10:9 

Roller Skating 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 
1:00pm to 4:00pm  
 

Join St. John’s Lutheran Ministries 
at City Skate Center 
111 E. Haertel Street, Portage, WI 
$5/person with all skate options 
Free for the non-skater 

“For were two or three gathered in my name,  
there I am with them.” Matt.18:20   

Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 21, 
2019 9:15am  
St. John’s Lutheran  
Ministries  
Grades 3k to 5th  

Parish Life Board 
would like to 
thank all church 
members who 
stayed and helped 
take down the 
Christmas tree 

and Christmas decorations in our 
church. Many hands made fast work! 
Thank you for taking the time. 

February 7 
Boyd & Holly 

Wolfgram 
 

February 8 
Jody & Beverly  

Hornat 
 

February 14 
Joe & Karen 

Morgan 
 

February 14 
Steven & Deborah  

Rohrbeck 

February 21 
Don & Terri 

Soppe 
 

February 22 
James & Deanna  

Isakson 
 

February 23 
Ronald & Connie 

Eddy 
 

Happy Anniversary 



FEBRUARY 2019– 9 NEWS FROM YOUTH MINISTRIES 
Meet Youth Group! 

 

Here are a couple of the Youth Group members sharing about  
themselves: 

My name is Brett. I like 
youth group, because my 
friends are there, and we can 
learn about God together. I 
want to go to the National 
Youth Gathering, because 
there are more people like 
me there, and I get to meet 
new people. I am currently in 
8th grade, and I like to curl 
and golf. 

Youth Group  
Wednesdays  
5pm to 7:30pm 
Grades 6th to 12th  
St. John’s Lutheran School 
–  
Gym/Youth Group 
 
Join us as we continue to 
read and study the 
Screwtape Letters  
by C.S. Lewis. 

Sunday School 
Sundays 
9:15am to 10:15am 
Grades 3k to 5th  
St. John’s Lutheran School - Cafeteria 
Join us for fun with the 10 Commandments. 

GOD IS #1 

I am Nick. I am very excited to go to the  
National Youth gathering. For fun I play a lot 
of sports, hangout with friends, and I love 
to  hunt. I hunt turkey, geese, deer, and, all 
small game animals. I hunt on my uncles land, 
and I have shot 3 deer. I play basketball for my 
school and for the city. I also play soccer for 
the city. I am looking forward to going, be-
cause there are a lot of people my age all doing 
the same thing. 



March (proposed) Events 
 

Sa 02 *Life Ministry Workshop, 
 Registration starts at 12:30pm in the  
 Christian Life Center 
 

M 04 Board of Stewardship 
 10:30am in the Christian Life Center 
 

W 06 Ash Wednesday Worship, 
 10:00am and 6:30pm 
 

Th 07 Our House Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Our House 
 Heritage House Monthly Worship, 
 11:00am at Heritage House 
 

F 08 Cornerstone Newsletter Deadline  
 12:00pm, churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Su 10 Blood Pressure Screening,  
 9:00am in the Nursery 
 

M 11 Tivoli Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Tivoli 
 

Tu 12 Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship, 
 2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena 
 Executive Committee, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 Voters Meeting, 
 6:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

W 13 Lent Worship, 
 10:00am and 6:30pm 
 Lent Supper,  
 5:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 19 Women’s Guild,  
 1:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 Board of Christian Education,  
 5:30pm in at St. John’s School 
 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML), 
 7:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

W 20 Lent Worship, 
 10:00am and 6:30pm 
 Lent Supper,  
 5:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 26 Board of Elders, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls, 
 6:00pm in the All Purpose Room 
 

W 27 Lent Worship, 
 10:00am and 6:30pm 
 Lent Supper,  
 5:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

Th 28 Board of Trustees, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 
*If the Life Ministry Workshop is canceled due to weather, the 
workshop will be moved to Saturday, March 16th.   

February Events 
 

M 04 Board of Stewardship 
 5:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 Health and Wellness 
 6:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

Th 07 Our House Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Our House 
 Heritage House Monthly Worship, 
 11:00am at Heritage House 
 

F 08 Cornerstone Newsletter Deadline  
 12:00pm, churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Su 10 Blood Pressure Screening,  
 9:00am in the Nursery 
 Sweetheart Brunch,  
 11:30am at St. John’s School 
 

M 11 Tivoli Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Tivoli 
 

Tu 12 Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship, 
 2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena 
 Executive Committee, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 19 Women's Guild, 
 1:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 Board of Christian Education 
 5:30pm at St. John’s School 
 

Th 21 Kindergarten Open House 
 5:00pm at St. John’s School 
 

Tu 26 Board of Elders, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls, 
 6:00pm in the All Purpose Room 
 

Th 28 Board of Trustees, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 

Meals on Wheels:  
TBD 
Contact: Judy Raimer 608-742-0541 
 
Altar Guild: 
Arlene Neale 332-0059 
Karen Morgan 742-7590 

Bread of Life Delivery: 
3/03 Robin Herrick 
3/10 Deb Rohrbech 
3/17 Lora Foster 
3/23 Ken and Beth Manthey 
3/31 Elaine Hull 
 

Meals on Wheels:  
January, 28-February 1 
Contact: Judy Raimer 608-742-0541 
 

Altar Guild: 
Carol Pribnow 742-4446 
Jean Smith 742-6348 

Bread of Life Delivery: 
2/03 Ken and Beth Manthey 
2/10 Elaine Hull 
2/17 Jon and Sara Jakeman 
2/24 Don and Jan Weidean 
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Offerings for December 

Unified Fund $89,619.72        
Debt Fund $0.00  
Capital  $1,240.00 Improvements 
Missions $227.00 
Almoners Fund $735.00 
Orphanages $100.00 
School Tuition  $1,773.00 
Relief 
Organ Fund $5,821.00 
Pennies for Preachers $200.00 
Playground $0.00 

Total Contributions $99,715.72 

Altar Guild 
$40.00 

In Memory of Jeanette Smith 
 

Organ Fund 
$130.00 

In Memory of Jeanette Smith 
In Memory of Richard Stauber 

 
Gideons 
$50.00 

In Memory of Jeanette Smith 
 

Undesignated Memorials 
$50.00 

In Memory of Jeanette Smith 
 
 

Unified 
$100.00 

In Memory of Jeanette Smith 
 

Capitol Improvements 
$50.00 

In Memory of  
Shirley Zimmerman 

December Memorials 

You are invited to attend presentations 
by Lutherans for Life Executive  
Director and Concordia University, 
Mequon, Wisconsin, Bioethics Center 
Director 
 
Friday, May 3, 2019 
Forum Topic: 
1:00 P.M. - CUW 
For ages 14 and above 
Topic: “This is My Body: Christian Compassion 
and Courage Concerning Sexuality and  
Gender” 
Lunch Fee Limit of $20.00 
 
Banquet/Presentation: 
6:00 P.M. - CUW 
For ages 14 and above 
Topic: “Going Gracefully: 
A Better End-of-Life Approach Than Assisted 
Suicide” 
Fee Limit of $30.00 
 
Concordia University, 12800 North Lake Shore 
Drive, Mequon, Wisconsin 53097 
 
Register Now at 1-888-256-1958 
Register by April 15, 2019 
(Meal fees payable on site that day) 
 
For Information call 1-715-362-6425 or 
email info@lfl-wi.org 
 
www.lfl-wi.org 

Forum Topic: 
This is My Body: Christian Compassion and Courage  
Concerning Sexuality and Gender 
Our culture is wrestling with questions about sexuality and 
gender. Many of our communities, congregations, and  
families are struggling with these issues as well. How do our 
bodies reflect and confess the grace of God? For what  
privileges and responsibilities has He made us male and  
female? How does He safeguard these gifts? How can we 
incorporate and care for individuals experiencing 
suffering and temptation related to sexuality and gender? 
How may we speak truth and show love in such sensitive 
situations? We will be motivated by the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We will examine instruction from Scripture, engage 
observations of science, and explore opportunities of  
servanthood. 
 

Banquet/Presentation: 
Going Gracefully: A Better End-of-Life Approach Than  
Assisted Suicide 
Assisted suicide recently became legal in Canada, California, 
Colorado, and our nation’s capital. Now Hawaii has  
decriminalized it too. How can Christians compassionately 
affirm God’s gift of life in situations of pain, impairment, or 
advancing age? We’ll examine assisted suicide’s statistics 
and solutions, evaluate autonomy, pain, quality of life, and 
death with dignity, explore the Gospel’s better way, and  
offer suggestions for upholding life in congregations and 
communities. 

 
 Hosted by Lutherans for Life’s Executive  
 Director Pastor Michael Salemink,  
 St. Louis, MO and Concordia University 
 Bioethics Center’s Director  
 Doctor Kevin Voss, Mequon, WI 
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