
 

Worship and Weekly Events�

�

Sunday:�

8:00am� � Service of Word and Sacrament�

9:15am� � Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center�

9:15am� � Sunday School,� School Cafeteria�

10:30am�� Service of Word and Sacrament�

�

Monday:� �

5:30pm� � Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital Tunnel�

�

Tuesday:�

6:30pm� � Men’s Bible Class, Christian Life Center�

9:15am� � Tuesday Morning Bible Study, �

� � Christian Life Center�

6:30pm� � *Sisters in Christ,�

� � Child Development Center Lower Level�

�

Wednesday:� �

10:00am�� Chapel�

12:00pm�� Weekly Announcements Deadline�

5:00pm� � Youth Group, School Gym�

5:00pm� � Handbell Choir, Balcony�

6:30pm� � Confirmation Class, Christian Life Center �

� � and All Purpose Room�

6:30pm� � **Adult Choir, Balcony�

�

Thursday:�

8:00am� � Esther Bible Class, Christian Life Center�

7:00am� � Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital Tunnel�

9:30am� � ***Rachel Bible Class, Christian Life Center�

�

Saturday:�

7:00am� � Men’s Bible Class, Dino’s� �

5:30pm� � Service of Word and Sacrament�

*Sisters in Christ will not be meeting during the month of �

 December.  �

 Sisters in Christ will meet again on January 8, 2019.�

�

**Adult Choir will meet at 7:15 during Advent.�

�

*** Rachel Bible Class will meet December 6th and 13th.�
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Advent and Christmas Worship�

�

December 1 � St. John’s Lutheran Ministries �

� � Christmas Concert,�

� � During the 5:30pm worship�

�

December 5� Advent Worship,�

� � 10:00am and 6:30pm�

� � Advent Supper,�

� � 5:30pm, hosted by the Child Development  Center, 

� � menu: TBD�

�

December 12� Advent Worship,�

� � 10:00am and 6:30pm�

� � Advent Supper,�

� � 5:30pm, hosted by St. John’s Youth Group, �

� � menu: Noodle Bar�

�

December 19� St. John’s School Christmas Program,�

� � 10:00am and 6:30pm �

�

December 24� Christmas Eve Service Hymns and Readings,�

� � 5:30pm�

� � Christmas Eve Candlelight Service�

� � of Word & Sacrament,�

� � 9:00pm �

�

December 25� Christmas Day Service,�

� � 9:00am �
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From The Lutheran Witness December 1, 2010 issue�

The First Divine Service of Christmas�

Except for the occasional semi rumbling along the interstate, 

the night is remarkably quiet. The people are slowly �

gathering. This is a night we have longed for. For weeks now, 

Advent has been the focus: the certainty of our Lord’s �

glorious appearing, the strong warning of our Lord to watch 

and wait for that day, the uncompromising call of St. John the 

Baptist for repentance in our lives, crying out for our �

Emmanuel. Advent has its own beautiful songs and themes, 

and we need Advent in our lives, but tonight, it has ended 

with the setting of the sun. That was hours ago. We are �

heading toward midnight, and instead of being in their beds 

asleep, little ones and old ones and everyone in between have 

come out into the cold and dark night to celebrate a Light that 

no coldness and no darkness will ever overcome. It is �

Christmas Eve, and the first Divine Service for the Nativity 

of our Lord is about to begin.�

�

Why have Christians gathered for so many centuries at �

midnight for this celebration? The answer might surprise you. 

Tucked away in one of the Apocryphal books,��

The Wisdom of Solomon, we read:�

�

For while all things were in quiet silence,�

and that night was in the midst of her swift course,�

Thine Almighty Word leaped down from heaven out of Thy 

royal throne, as a fierce man of war into the�

midst of a land of destruction.�

�

The context is the angel of death coming to Egypt to destroy 

the firstborn, but the Church long ago heard something else in 

this passage: a description of the birth of our Lord, who is the 

Almighty Word, and who descended from the royal throne�

Mary’s body, she being David’s offspring�in order to war 

against the enemies of God’s people: sin, death, and the devil.�

�

Combined with St. Luke’s words about the shepherds �

keeping watch over their flocks by night, the notion became 

fixed that it was at midnight that the Virgin gave birth to the 

world’s Savior. The verse from Wisdom even serves as the 

antiphon for the Introit on this evening in the�Lutheran �

Service Book, and the idea has remained fixed in popular �

piety by our hymns: “To show God’s love aright, / She bore 

to us a Savior, / When half�spent was the night” (LSB 359:2) 

and “It came upon a midnight clear” (LSB 366).�

�

And so, century upon century after the birth of our Lord, 

Christians have kept vigil in the middle of the night, gathered 

together for prayer, praise, preaching, and receiving of Holy 

Communion to celebrate the birth in the flesh of the �

only�begotten Son of the Father.�

All Glory Be to God on High�

The great bell begins to sound, breaking the silence outside 

the church. Boom�boom, boom�boom. Written around the 

bow of the bell are the words, “Allein Gott in der Höh’ sei 

Ehr!” (“All glory be to God on high!”) These words were 

first heard on the very first Christmas Eve, floating down 

from the heavens to the earth. In all the centuries since, poor 

sinners have repeated those same words with joy, joining in 

the angels’ song. The church sings the greater Gloria often in 

the Divine Service, but it will ring with greater joy on this 

night, the night God first revealed it to man.�

�

As the bell falls silent, the organ introduces Paul Gerhardt’s 

immortal “All My Heart Again Rejoices,” and the procession 

into the church begins. When we reach the Gloria in �

Excelsis, the joy is quite palpable. We are singing together 

with the angels this night, the night that the Good News was 

first announced as “good news of a great joy for all people.”�

�

The collect is particularly poignant: “O God, You make this 

most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that we who have known the mysteries of that Light on 

earth may also come to the fullness of His joy in heaven.” 

What light! A light in the darkness. A light no darkness can 

overcome. A light that was kindled this night in our very 

flesh when the Virgin gave birth to the Child who is Wonder-

ful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace.�

�

From Heaven Above�

The reading of the Gospel is a true high point of this liturgy. 

The decree from Caesar Augustus, the journey from Nazareth 

to Bethlehem, and the remarkable brevity of the actual birth: 

“And she brought forth her firstborn Son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.” Then we hear of 

the shepherds and the good news and the mystical song of the 

angels. When the Gospel is finished, the Nicene Creed �

trumpets forth, saying back to God what He has said to us.�

�

Luther’s Christmas hymn “From Heaven Above” speaks to 

the child in all of us. It is so simply said, so majestically 

sung: “Ah, Lord, though You created all, / How weak You 

are, so poor and small, / That You should choose to lay Your 

head / Where lowly cattle lately fed. . . . Ah, dearest Jesus, 

holy Child, / Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, / A quiet chamber 

set apart / For You to dwell within my heart” (LSB 358:9, 

13). The sermon unpacks the unspeakable joys of this feast, 

when God appears in human flesh as our Brother to give to us 

all that is His.�

�

After the Holy Communion is celebrated, as the people return 

from receiving into their dying flesh the undying body and 

blood of Him who is Mary’s Son with the promise of �

forgiveness and eternal life, the candles are lighted. From one 

to another the light passes until the whole church gleams with 

the shared light, which does not diminish no matter how 

many share it. Then together we sing the song of old Simeon 

who once held the Child, held the very body and blood of 

Him whom we have now received into ourselves. He is a 

light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of God’s people, �

When Half�Spent Was the 

Night�

�

by Rev. William Weedon �

�
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Miscarriage can be 

such a dark place. 

We often don’t 

speak of it �� don’t 

tell others it even �

happened. Yet, the 

grief can be �

overwhelming. How 

can we deal with �

miscarriage? How 

does the Bible deal 

with it? This book is 

a great starting 

place. Never �

Forsaken �

explores the �

loneliness, grief, �

unworthiness, and ultimately, why God allows us to �

suffer and how He answers us and remains present and 

compassionate through it all. Each section has real�life 

experiences from mothers who have suffered �

miscarriage and infant loss. Each section also �

contains some thoughtful discussion questions and �

biblical reflections. �

�

A special section at the end of the book includes a �

remembrance service for the family; prayers, hymns, 

and Bible readings; a message from Dr. Martin Luther 

on miscarriage; and more. If you borrow this book and 

seek more counseling and guidance, please speak to 

Pastor. He has talked with many families who have 

lost their children as babies. He can help you through 

the tough sections of the book, if you wish, but this is 

also a book that may be good to go through with a 

friend or a group of women who have also dealt with 

miscarriage and infant death. �

Never Forsaken: God’s Mercy in the 

Midst of Miscarriage�

�

By: Kathryn Ziegler Weber�

Never Forsaken: God’s Mercy in the 

Midst of Miscarriage�

�

by Kathryn Ziegler Weber�

�

Reviewed by Stephenie Hovland�

�

Publication date: 2018�

�

Publisher: Concordia Publishing House�

�

Audience: Women who have �

experienced miscarriage or infant loss�

Israel. And so endless glory to the Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost.�

�

In the candlelight, the carol begins: “Stille Nacht, heilige 

Nacht.” “Silent night, holy night.” Indeed, in Christ, our �

Savior, we have seen and known the light of “love’s pure 

light” beaming from the face of the Redeemer, the very 

“dawn of redeeming grace” at the birth of our Lord. The �

singing isn’t loud or boisterous; rather, it is quiet and �

contemplative. We have seen, tasted, touched the love of God 

in human flesh and blood. A light that no darkness of our 

lives will ever be able to put out has been kindled within us 

by His body and blood. The eternal God has become our 

Brother, Friend, Savior, our hope.�

�

Joy to the World�

After the benediction, the candles are extinguished and the 

congregation erupts in “Joy to the world!” After the last 

hymn, the great bell rings again and keeps on ringing as we 

leave. Out into the darkness we may go, but we are witnesses 

to a Light stronger than the darkness, a Light that will never 

go out, a Light that is our Redeemer’s love in our human 

flesh and blood.�

�

We go forth on Christmas already witnesses to Calvary and 

the Resurrection. The One who came among us in His flesh 

and blood came to offer it in perfect love to His Father on the 

cross and to be raised in that very flesh incorruptible and �

immortal, the source of our eternal salvation. He took �

humanity from us so He could die as the perfect sacrifice for 

human sin. This is the love that we have beheld at the �

midnight Divine Service for the Nativity. It is a love that 

makes the angels sing of glory on high and peace on earth, 

and we cannot help but join with them.�

�

Midnight has passed. The occasional semi roars past on the 

highway. People begin to take leave of the church. �

Bethlehem proved not to be far away at all. It came near to us 

in the Divine Service and in the Savior. So as we leave, our 

hearts are filled and rejoicing. We have joined in worship and 

bowed down before the Lord who made us, the little Child 

born of Mary, praised by the angels, adored by the shepherds, 

later nailed to the tree, raised in incorruption, seated in glory, 

coming again at the joyous Last Day, and, in the meantime, 

given us as our very spiritual food in the Holy Supper.�

�

Good news of great joy for all people indeed! It will be a 

short night. Christmas morning Divine Service is only hours 

away. We’ll gather again and receive even more. That is the 

way of our God: He gives us everything, and then He gives 

us more. Yes, glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, 

good will toward men! Amen. �

Book Review:  

�

�
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2 � Adam Bortz�

� Evelynne Ross�

� Marisa Stark�

�

3� Patrick Kirchenwitz�

� Michael Kowalksi�

� Aria Raimer�

� Judy Rygiewicz�

� Jessica Thompson�

�

4� Susan Brown�

� Dorothy Lambert�

� Brian Smith�

�

5� Randy Haase�

� Andrew Krueger�

� Sheri Manthey�

� Jane Schwantz�

�

6� Irma Brockley�

� Al Hughan�

� Dawn Mueller�

� Sumer Simonson�

�

7� Brigid Sutfin�

� Ella Wakerhauser�

�

8� Robert Chvojicek�

�

9� Ronald Hull�

� Isabelle McReath�

�

10� June Anderson�

� Carol Beckett�

�

11� Clarence York�

�

�

�

�

�

13� Kay Crawford�

� Carol Kraucyk�

� Charlene Phillips�

� Jeanette Smith�

�

14� Connie Eddy�

� Kevin Hurd�

�

15� James Kabele�

� Jennifer Krueger�

� Lisa Smith�

�

16� Alice Bernander�

�

17� Charlotte Leeland�

� Judy Mountford�

� Carol Platt�

� Ruth Vadeboncoeur�

� Riley Weaver�

� Brienna Weideman�

�

18� Lucas Eicher�

�

19� Emma Hoppmann�

� Amy Wolff�

�

20� Michael Belton�

� Carol Pribnow�

� Jeremy Schumann�

�

21� Amanda Bell�

� Dorothy Scales�

�

23� Kimberly Haug�

� Axel Isakson�

� Nicholas Jahn�

� Mary Lehman�

� Amy Jo Luebke�

� Mark Sutfin�

25� Diane Helm�

� Jacob Zimmerman�

�

26� Traytin Dittberner�

� Tonya Edwards�

� Kelly Krueger�

� Florence Schultz�

� Marina Voight�

�

28� Stephenie Hovland�

� Heather Huston�

� Nicole Maas�

� Joseph Mulhern�

� Joseph Pogorelec�

� Alyssa Yahnke�

�

29� Greg Hovland�

� Krista Loomans�

� Liesa Zastrow�

�

30� Roland Colucci�

� Kenneth Manthey�

� Timothy Schmidt�

�

31� Suzanne Erdman�

� Melvin Mravik�

� Alexis Parchem�

� Mary Schumann�

� Carolyn Severson�

�

�
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Crusaders 2018�2019 Calendar:�

12/01� � Christmas Concert, �

� � 5:30pm in the church�

� � �Upper and Lower Choirs sing�

12/19� � Christmas Program, �

� � 6:30pm in the church�

� � �All students sing�

12/21� � Noon dismissal�

12/24�12/31� Christmas Break, no school�

1/01� � New Years Day, no school�

1/18� � End of 2nd quarter�

1/20�1/25� Na'onal Lutheran Schools’ Week�

1/20� � All students sing in church �

� � at 8:00am�

2/04� � No school�

2/16� � Lower Choir sings in church �

� � at 5:30pm�

3/09� � Upper Choir sings in church �

� � at 5:30pm�

3/18�3/22� Spring Break, no school�

3/29� � End of 3rd quarter�

4/14� � Lower Choir sings in church �

� � at 10:30am�

4/19�4/22� Easter Break, no school�

4/28� � Upper Choir sings in church �

� � at 8:00am�

5/15�5/17� 6th�8th grade class trips�

5/27� � Memorial Day, no school�

6/05� � LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!  �

� � NOON DISMISSAL!�

� � �End of 4th quarter�

6/10�6/14� Vaca'on Bible School, �

� � 9:00am�12:00pm�

St. John’s St. John’s St. John’s St. John’s 
Crusaders Crusaders Crusaders Crusaders 

NewsNewsNewsNews    
    

For we are God’s For we are God’s For we are God’s For we are God’s MasterpieceMasterpieceMasterpieceMasterpiece. He has . He has . He has . He has     
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago.the good things he planned for us long ago.the good things he planned for us long ago.the good things he planned for us long ago.    

----Ephesians 2:10Ephesians 2:10Ephesians 2:10Ephesians 2:10    

Crusaders December Calendar:�

Sa 01� A Team Boys Basketball Tournament,�

� 8:00am at St. Mary’s in Portage�

� St. John’s Lutheran Church Christmas Coral 

� Worship (Upper and lower choirs sing),�

� 5:30pm �

Tu 04� Boys Basketball vs Sacred Heart,�

� First Game starts at 5:00pm�

We 05� Advent Worship�

� 10:00am & 6:30pm in the church sanctuary�

Th 06� Boys Basketball @ St. Joe’s (Baraboo), �

� First Game starts at 5:00pm�

Tu 11� Boys Basketball vs St. Mary’s�

� First Game starts at 5:00pm�

We 12� Advent Worship,�

� 10:00am & 6:30pm in the church sanctuary�

Th 13� Boys Basketball @ St. Peter’s (Reedsburg),�

� First game starts at 5:00pm�

Sa 15� B Team Boys Basketball Tournament,�

� 8:00am at St. Mary’s in Portage�

Tu 18� Boys Basketball vs St Pat’s,�

� First game starts at 5:pm�

We 19� St. John’s School Christmas Program,�

� 10:00am and 6:00pm in the church sanctuary�

F 21� Noon Dismissal�

�

�

*No school, Christmas break, �

  December 24th�January 1st�

�

�

� �

Celebration of our Veterans�

St. John's had a celebration for our veterans. We had a nice service. 

Thank you to Nicole Isakson and Justin Rietman for reading their 

essays on "Why I Honor the American Flag". Thank you also to our 

special speaker Chris Schutts. And we thank all of our veterans for 

their service! �

Words from the Librarian�

It’s been a real joy to take over as the �

librarian this year. I’ve been adding books, �

retiring books, and doing lots of rearranging. 

One of my main goals is to make the books 

more “discoverable.” The eighth graders have 

been helping with this project every Friday. 

They straighten up bookshelves, put up new �

displays, and make the books easier for kids to 

find. I love to see the creative ways they move and organize books. 

They have really taken pride in their  library. It shows, because �

others have commented on it, and I’m seeing 

good circulation of materials. I also have a small 

group of dedicated library aficionados who get 

as excited about books as I do. They’re called 

The Bookworms and meet once a month. Come 

over to the basement of the CDC some time and 

see what we’re up to. It’s always changing, to 

keep it interesting and improve book �

discoverability. �

�Mrs. Hovland�
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Kindergarten�

Kindergarten enjoyed a field trip to the Creek Bed �

Farmacy in Poynette with their 3

rd

 grade book buddies. 

They were able to pick a special pumpkin from the 

patch, watch a video about Spookley and how to be 

kind to others, walk the corn maze, and play on the 

awesome playground. They had a great time playing 

together despite the rainy weather that day. We also �

enjoyed our grandparents coming to visit us at school 

for the day. It was a lot of fun to share the day with 

them. �

�Ms. Quade�

St. John’s Crusaders NewsSt. John’s Crusaders NewsSt. John’s Crusaders NewsSt. John’s Crusaders News    

5th Grade�

This month, 5th grade has been studying the Native 

Americans in Social Studies. As part of our unit, each 

student chose a North American tribe to research. They 

each had to write a report and create an "artifact" that 

represented their tribes. We also spent time learning 

about Martin Luther and the Reformation. On �

Grandparent's Day, we created "Luther Rose" �

snowflake cutouts.��

�Mrs. Hintz�

1st and 5th Grade�

First and fifth grades worked together to create sight 

word hand puzzles, then learned how to play a sight 

word game to help the first grade students practice their �

reading skills.��

�Mrs. Hintz and Ms. Gerling�

Art Club�

Art club created Kandinsky�inspired art using different 

materials. Each student chose a shape and a media to 

use to create their masterpiece. We had 35 kids at our 

first meeting!�

�Ms. Kosmala�

2nd Grade�

In second grade we are learning about the United States 

government and wanted to remind everybody to vote.   �

We celebrated our veterans at our Veterans Day �

assembly and made a big flag and wrote thank you 

notes to our vets, thanking them for their service.�

�Ms. Winkelmann�

The 

eighth graders have been helping with this 
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You have a request. Maybe it’s big, maybe it’s small. �

�

A spouse. A baby. Healing. A new job. �

Reconciliation. Rest. �

�

Day in and day out, you pray. Unanswered. Unheard. At 

least, that’s how it seems. �

�

Your mind spirals into thoughts that you can’t help but 

consider:�

 • Why isn’t God answering my prayers?�

 • Am I not praying correctly?�

 • Am I not praying enough?�

 • Is God even hearing my prayers? �

�

You might be tempted to stop praying�maybe you �

already stopped a long time ago. �

�

There is no easy solution or five step plan to praying. 

All we can do is pray, read His Word, and receive His 

Sacraments. �

�

And yes, that seems to be just another platitude that 

doesn’t really comfort. But when you feel like you’re 

searching for God, you have to go where He has �

promised He can be found�in His Word and �

Sacraments. �

�

Maybe you have been going to church, reading God’s 

Word, and receiving His Sacraments�and God still 

feels distant. What then? �

�

Thanks be to God, faith is not about feeling. The �

promises of God are true, even when we feel like we 

aren’t experiencing them. �

�

So when you feel like God isn’t hearing your prayers, 

keep praying. When you aren’t feeling spiritually filled 

during worship, keep �

attending. When you 

“aren’t getting anything 

out of” your devotion, 

keep reading. �

�

Our God is present, �

faithful, and �

compassionate. He hears 

your cries, and He loves 

you still.�

�

 “You have kept count of 

my tossings; put my tears 

in Your bottle. Are they 

not in Your 

book?” (Psalm 56:8) �

“God welcomes your questions and outcries. Even when 

you don’t receive immediate or complete answers, you 

will receive His immediate and complete care.�.�.�. Bring 

everything to God�even your most brutal �

questions.” (Hope When Your Heart Breaks, p. 124) �

�

Maybe you’re questioning why you’re sick. Why your 

friend passed away suddenly. Why you lost your job. �

Or maybe you’re just questioning God in general. �

There is a delicate balance between acknowledging 

God’s sovereign will and recognizing that we are able to 

come to Him with our questions and doubts. �

�

We have a loving, kind God who welcomes our toughest 

questions. We can come to Him in our anger. In our �

sadness. In our heartbreak. In our confusion. In our 

doubt. �

�

At the end of the day, we’re still approaching our �

heavenly Father. It might be with screams, cries, tears, 

outbursts, or rants�but we’re still coming to our God.  

Because God is God and 

we are not, we won’t �

always know why things 

happen. That’s hard to 

accept. There’s no �

blanket statement that 

anyone can offer that 

makes us feel any better 

about not knowing why 

God does what He does. �

�

So come to God with 

your questions. With 

your doubts. With your 

worries. �

�

He is big enough to �

handle them all. He is 

God, and He loves you. �

QUESTION: CAN I 

QUESTION GOD?�

WHEN IT FEELS LIKE 

GOD ISN’T HEARING 

YOUR PRAYERS�

Check out books from St. John’s Church Library, or 

purchase them through St. John’s Resource Corner 

located at the Welcome Center.�



December 4 

Rick and Kay  

Crawford 

 

December 5 

Robert and Lorelee 

Sienkowski 

 

 

 

 

 

December 10 

Thomas and Kristine  

Daugherty 

 

December 11 

Ryan and Megan  

Schroeder 

 

December 12 

Dennis and Susan  

Bennett 

 

December 19 

Ronald and Elaine  

Hull 

Kenneth and Elizabeth 

Manthey 

Paul and Christine  

Stark 

Joel and Amanda  

Thiede 

December 20 

Benjamin and Melissa 

Chvojicek 

 

 

December 22 

Roger and Phoebe  

Cole 

 

December 27 

Joseph and Susan  

Schesny 

 

December 30 

Anthony and Diane  

Bortz 
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�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Lutherans For Life of Wisconsin is privileged to announce the 

2018 state essay contest winner. Jack Statz of Portage is the 

winner of this year’s essay contest, middle school division. 

Jack is a recent graduate of St. John’s Lutheran School in �

Portage. He is the son of Terri Leigh Rhody, Portage, and �

Edward Statz, Stoughton.�

�

The essay contest, Sponsored by the Council of Federation 

Presidents, Lutherans For Life, is for students in Grades 6 

through 12. Any Lutheran student or student in a Lutheran 

school is eligible. �
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St. John’s Youth Group is �

working hard on raising 

money to help with the cost 

of attending the 2019 �

National Youth Gathering 

held in Minneapolis, MN. �

Check out all the ways you 

can help.�

�

Youth Group Fundraiser�

∗ Wednesday, December 5, 2018�

∗ 4:00pm to 6:00pm�

∗ St. John’s Lutheran School Cafeteria�

$10 per undecorated dozen�

$15 per decorated dozen (pre�order only)�

$1 per cookie�come in and decorate!�

Pre�orders welcomed!�

Email: youth@stjohnsportage.com�

I am Landon Walker, a freshman. I like that we can interact with other Christians and 

we have devotions in Youth Group. I also feel comfortable there, because people 

there are kind and caring. �

�

I love to travel and read about history and geography. I also like to learn languages; 

my best foreign language skills are in German, Hebrew and Russian. I also like �

making baked goods from different nations all around the world. I can play the �

saxophone, the clarinet, and I’m learning the piano, the violin and the accordion. �

�

I’m looking forward to the LCMS National Youth Gathering. We get to go to �

Minneapolis for 5 days! I can’t wait to serve the Lord with other Lutheran Youth 

from across the country. It’s full of worship, songs, games and so much more to look 

forward to. I can’t wait. This will be so much fun! �

Meet Landon Walker, a St. John’s Youth Group member.�

�



January (proposed) Events�

�

Th 03� Our House Monthly Worship,�

� 10:00am at Our House�

� Heritage House Monthly Worship�

� 10:00am at Heritage House�

�

M 07� Board of Stewardship,�

� 5:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

Tu 08� Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship,�

� 2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena�

� Executive Committee,�

� 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

W 09� Music Meeting,�

� 4:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

M 14� Altar Guild, �

� 1:00pm in the Christian life Center�

�

Th 17� Grief Ministry,�

� 6:30pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

W 30� Snow Tubing,�

� 4:00pm to 8:00pm at Cascade Mountain Tube Town�

�

�

�

�

�

January 20th through the 25th we will be celebrating �

National Lutherans Schools’ Week�

�

January 26th and 27th we will be celebrating Life Sunday�

December Events�

�

Sa 01� Zumba,�

� 9:00am � 10:30am in the School Gym�

� St. John’s Lutheran Ministries Christmas Concert,�

� During the 5:30pm worship�

�

M 03� Board of Stewardship,�

� 5:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

� Health and Wellness,�

� 6:30pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

W 05� Advent Dinner,�

� 5:30pm in the Christian Life Center�

� Advent Worship,�

� 10:00am and 6:30pm�

�

Th 06� Our House Monthly Worship,�

� 10:00am at Our House�

� Heritage House Monthly Worship,�

� 11:00am at Heritage House�

�

M 09� Blood Pressure Screening, �

� 9:15am in the Church Nursery�

�

M 10� Tivoli Monthly Worship, �

� 10:00am at Tivoli�

� Packing Military Boxes,�

� 1:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

Tu 11� Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship,�

� 2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena�

� Executive Committee�

� 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

W 12� Advent Dinner,�

� 5:30pm in the Christian Life Center�

� Advent Worship,�

� 10:00am and 6:30pm�

�

Th 13� Child Development Center Christmas Program,�

� 4:00pm to 6:30pm in the Church Sanctuary and �

� Christian Life Center�

�

Tu 18� Women’s Guild,�

� 1:30pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

W 19� St. John’s School Christmas Program,�

� 10:00am and 6:30pm in the Church Sanctuary�

�

M 24� Christmas Eve Service Hymns and Readings�

� 5:30pm�

� Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Word & �

� Sacrament,�

� 9:00pm �

�

Tu 25� Christmas Day Service,�

� 9:00am �

�

Th 27� Board of Trustees,�

� 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center�

�

M 31� New Year’s Eve Service of Word & Sacrament�

� 5:30pm �

� �

�

St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar�

Meals on Wheels: �

January, TBD�

Contact: Judy Raimer 608�742�0541�

Altar Guild:�

Judy Kerr 635�4062/235�8186�

Rita Haase 698�9773�

Karen Tessendorf 865�776�0022�

Bread of Life Delivery:�

01/06 Don & Jan Weideman�

01/13 Robin Herrick�

01/20 Deb Rohrbeck�

01/27 Lora Foster�

�

Meals on Wheels: �

December 17�24�

Contact: Judy Raimer 608�742�0541�

�

Altar Guild:�

Irma Brockley 608�429�3917�

�

Bread of Life Delivery:�

12/02 Deb Rohrbeck�

12/09 Lora Foster�

12/16 Ken and Beth Manthey�

12/23 Elaine Hull�

12/30 Jon and Sara Jakeman�
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Altar Guild Flower Fund  

If you are interested in donating toward Christmas poinsettias, please fill out the following and return to 

the church office by December 15th. Checks payable to St. John’s Altar Guild. Please do not place in 

an offering. 

                           A Gift In Loving Memory of: 

  

 

                           

 

      

                          Given by:  

�

Do you struggle with 

knowing God has a plan 

for you? Do you sometimes 

doubt yourself? Well, we 

all do! Please join us at the 

2019 LWML SWD Winter 

Getaway, February 1 and 2 

at the Wintergreen Resort 

and Conference�Center in 

Wisconsin Dells, WI. We 

will learn together about God’s plan.  Even 

though it may be hard to see it, if we have trust 

in him, we can get through this crazy thing called 

life. We will also have time for servant events as 

well as some good old fellowship with our sisters 

in Christ.  Come, join us, and find your “Courage, 

Wisdom, and Strength through Christ for the 

Journey.”  For more information, go to 

www.LWML�SWD.org/Events/retreats. �

�

Offerings for October�

Unified Fund $56,386.07  

Debt Fund $0.00  

Capital  

$2,080.00  

Improvements 

Missions $1,089.00  

Almoners Fund $306.00  

Orphanages $277.00  

School Tuition  

$1,112.00  

Relief 

Organ Fund $25.00  

Pennies for Preachers $30.08  

Playground $320.00  

Total Contributions $61,625.15  
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