
Join the  
St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries Schools -Official  
group for news, updates 

and daily encouragement! 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR  (25)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education and Coffee Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
MONDAY (26)  
   No School, Thanksgiving Break 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital  
6:00 p.m.  Advent by Candlelight 
TUESDAY (27)  
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
8:00 a.m.  Chaplin Convention, CLC 
12:00 p.m. Scrip order due 
6:00 p.m.  Board of Elders, CLC 
6:00 p.m.  Prayer Shawls, APR 
WEDNESDAY (28)   
10:00 a.m. Advent Worship 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Due 
5:00 p.m.  Youth Group, Gym and Youth Group Room 
5:00 p.m.  Handbell Choir Practice, Balcony 
5:30 p.m.  Advent Supper, CLC 
6:30 p.m.  Advent Worship 
7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir Practice, Balcony 
THURSDAY (29)     
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, Divine Savior Hospital  
9:30 a.m.  Rachel Bible Class, CLC 
6:00 p.m.  Board of Trustees, CLC 
FRIDAY (30)  Church Office will be closed from 11:30am to 1:00pm 
SATURDAY (01)  
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s  
9:00 a.m.  Zumba Class, Gym  
5:30 p.m.  St. John’s Lutheran Church Christmas Choral 
   Worship 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT (02)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education and Coffee Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 

 
 
 

 

 

As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the   
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
 

2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child is 
actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video near the restrooms.   
 

3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, 
please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with medical need, the 
center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups of grape juice (darker color). For those that have a gluten intolerance, gluten-free wafers are  
available. Share your need as you come forward to the altar.  
 

4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the worship service.   

6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us! 

APR = All Purpose Room, 
CLC = Christian Life Center 

CDC = St. John’s Child 
Development Center 

Also listed on 
www.stjohnsportage.com 

under “calendar” link 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries): 
 

Medical: 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment 
 

Mourning: 
 

Other: 
 

 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name added 
to the prayer list, please contact the church office.  Prayer  
requests for Thanksgiving, Milestone, Medical, and Mourning will 
remain on the list for a 2-weeks.  Prayer requests for Long-term  
Illness/Treatment will remain for 1 month unless the church office is 
notified with an update on the individual.  Please be sure that you 
have the permission of the individual before contacting the 
church office to add them to the public prayer list. 
 
 Ple 

*Please notify the church office when one of our church family 
members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be made 
or arranged. 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
-Philippians 4:6-7 

Week of  
11/25/2018 

Announcements to be  
printed must be in the church office 

no later than NOON on  
Wednesday.  Send all  
correspondence to  

churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 

   

  Last Weekend’s Attendance: 295 
 

  Unified Received: $12,891.15 

  Other Contributions: $975.00  

  TOTAL:  $13,866.15 
 
 

  Weekly Unified Needed: $13,781.00 

Please Pray 

St. John’s Info. Corner 



Boards and Committees 

In Memory 

You're Invited 
ZUMBA for Athletics! 
We are excited to announce we are hosting a Zumba 
class with lead instructor, Tami Carlson.  All funds 
raised will go to St. John’s athletic programs.   Join us 
Saturday, December 1st from 9:00am to 10:30am. The 
cost is $10.00 if you pre-register before Thanksgiving or 
$15.00 at the door. Grab your dancing shoes, your 
friends and family and help us pack the gym! Please 
RSVP to St. John’s Athletics,  
stjohnsathletics@stjohnsportage.com.   
 

-St. John’s Athletic Committee 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Christmas  
Choral Worship will be held on Saturday, December 1, 
2018 at the 5:30pm service.  Come and hear the Worship 
Team, the Lower and Upper School Choirs, the Handbell 
Choir, and the Adult Choir celebrate the Good News– the birth 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Advent  

Altar Guild Flower Fund  
If you are interested in donating toward Christmas poinsettias, please fill out the following and return to the 
church office by December 15th. Checks payable to St. John’s Altar Guild. Please do not place in an  
offering. 
                           A Gift In Loving Memory of: 

  
 
                           
 
      
                          Given by:  

Altar flowers were placed to the glory 
of God by Idella Anacker in memory 
of Garth Anacker, whose birthday is 

November 23. 

Wednesdays 
10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Supper at 5:30 p.m. 
 

November 28 
Zechariah’s name means 
“God remembers.” When 
God remembers someone, 
He acts on that person’s 
behalf. But when God acted 
in the ultimate way, an-

nouncing the coming birth of the Messiah—and the coming birth of 
Zechariah’s own child who would be the Messiah’s forerunner—
Zechariah doubted God’s word. God temporarily caused him to be a 
priest without a voice. Yet, God still remembered His promises and 
sent His Son, the Christ Child, to be the perfect Priest. He offered 
Himself up on the cross as the perfect sacrifice, to obtain forgiveness 
and eternal life for mistrusting priests like Zechariah and you and me. 
What Child Is This? This child is Zechariah’s only hope for  
salvation—and ours too. 
 

December 5 
Throughout Holy Scripture, God brought forth important men from 
the wombs of barren women. One such woman was the wife of 
Manoah. Through her, God gave oppressed Israel a great deliverer 
named Samson. But the greatest son to come from an unlikely  
mother was the Child born of the Virgin Mary; He was the greatest 
gift this oppressed world will ever receive. Samson’s greatness was 
evident in feats of incredible strength, but the greatness of Mary’s 
Son was seen in His willingness to set aside His power to deliver us 
from sin, death, and the devil. 

 

December 12 
It was a joyous scene when the ark of God drew near to Jerusalem in 
King David’s day. The ark of the covenant was such a gift of grace 
and mercy, David did something that adults—especially kings—
never do. He leapt for joy before the ark. But it was an even more 
joyous scene when John the Baptist, the forerunner, met Jesus, the 
Savior, for the first time, while they were both still in their mothers’ 
wombs. John, in the womb of an elderly, formerly barren woman, 
leapt for joy at the voice of Mary, the Virgin carrying God’s Son in 
her womb. God’s special presence on earth would no longer be tied 
to a gold-covered box but rather to the incarnate Son of God, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Our hearts have every reason to leap for joy as 
John the Baptist leapt. God’s presence is among us as Christ draws 
near to us in His Word and Sacraments, and He has promised to be 
near to us forever when He comes again on the Last Day. 

 

School Christmas Program 
December 19 at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Wanted! St. John’s member to fill the position of 
Treasurer from December 2018 through June 30, 2019. 
 

Treasurer duties include: 
Signing checks once a week 
Attend monthly Executive Committee meetings 
Work with St. John’s Business Manager and office 

staff to maintain the financial records of the church 
 

Please contact George Koepp, Pastor Hovland, or the 
church office by December 7th if you feel you are  
qualified and are willing to serve in this capacity. 
 

The Executive Committee plans to appoint this position 
at the December, 11th meeting.  



Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast  
Our Sunday morning broadcast of the previous Sunday 
service continues at 10:00am on WPDR 1350 AM. 
Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order of service booklets 
($30) may be sponsored in honor or in memory of a  
special person or occasion.   
 

This week’s broadcast and service booklets  
are sponsored in Loving Memory of  

 

Frank Zaske and Ruth Maples 

Podcast 

Invest in St. John’s Youth 

There is no better time to invest in St. John’s Youth 
Group.  Nine youth group members will be attending the 
2019 National Youth Gathering (NYG) in Minneapolis, 
MN, and they need your support!  Check out the ways 
you can help. 

Let us wrap your presents! 
Bring us your presents, and we will wrap them for you. 
 

When:  Wednesday, November 28th 
  5:00pm to 6:30pm  and 7:30pm to 8:30pm 
 

Where:  St. John’s Lutheran School cafeteria 
 

Suggested donation: $1.00 per small gift 
  $3.00 per medium gift 

   $5.00 per large gift 

Sugar Cookie Night! 
 Wednesday, December 5, 

2018 
 4:00pm to 6:00pm 
 St. John’s Lutheran School 

Cafeteria 
 

$10 per undecorated dozen 
$15 per decorated dozen (pre-order only) 

$1 per cookie—come in and decorate! 
 

Pre-orders welcomed! Email: youth@stjohnsportage.com 

Youth Group  

Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to purchase 
stock in St. John’s Youth Group! 
 

Purchase stock for $10.00 a share and to show our  
appreciation, you will receive: 
 

a special stock certificate 
a letter from our youth group teens 
a stock holder brunch with NYG presentation 
 

Get your stock order form today!   
Email youth@stjohnsportage.com, or  

churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all  
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus. 

-Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Bible Class 
Tuesday Morning Bible Class 
There will be no Tuesday Morning Bible Class on  
November 27th. 

 

We are collecting names and addresses of St. John’s 
members, family members, and extended family  
members who are serving in the military.  During the 
month of November, please send names and address of 
your family members who are serving in the armed forces 
to the church office, 608-742-9000 or email 
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Monetary gifts may be dropped off in the church  
office.  A “Military” box will be available for cookie and 
candy donations in the CLC.  We will be packing boxes 
on December 10th at 1:00pm. 
 

Thank you and  
God’s Blessings 

 

St. John’s Military Ministry 

Military Boxes 

Crusader Discount Card 
Please help support our 8th grade 
class raise funds for their class 
trip to Minnesota.  You can 
purchase a St. John’s Crusader 
Discount Card for $10.00 from an 
8th grader, school office, or church office.  They will also 
be available for purchase at sporting events.  
The Crusader Cards include discounts to many local 
businesses like Asian Express, Cascade Mountain,  
Edgewater Greenhouse,  Portage Country Club,   
Blystone’s Towing and many, many more.   

Crusaders 
Basketball Tournament 
St John's will be hosting a B Boys Basketball  
Tournament on Saturday, December 15th.  

 

We need YOU! 
 

We are looking for volunteers to assist with the  
tournament.  For more details, please contact St. John’s    
Athletic Director, Jenny Kreuger, to find out  more.  
stjohnsathletics@stjohnsportage.com 



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 
at 9:15am  

Pastor Hovland will lead  
Sunday Morning Bible Study with 
us in the Christian Life Center. We 
hope to see you there for coffee, 

fellowship, and study! 
 
 
 

 STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH  
Sunday mornings at  

9:15am, APR  
This class is led by  
Dave Tamminga. 

 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday mornings at  

6:30am, CLC  
Contact Ken Manthey at  

742-5216.  
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
Tuesday mornings at  

9:15am, CLC  
This class is led by  

Pastor Hovland. Come a few 
minutes early for treats and  

coffee.  
 

  

SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday nights starting  

January 8, 2019 
6:30pm, CDC lower level  
All women are welcome.  

Contact Elaine Hull at  
742-2034.  

 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at  

8:00am, CLC  
 Contact Mary Loomans at  

742-3972. 
 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at  

9:30am, CLC  
If you have questions,  

contact Gladys Chance at 
566-1123. 

 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S 
BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY  
Saturday mornings at  

7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  
The group is working through  

Corinthians.  Contact  
Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30a-3:00p 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck,  
Principal 

lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Debie Stebbins,  
School Coordinator 

dstebbins@stjohnsportage.com 
 

School Hours: 
 M-F / 7:45a-3:30p 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Hours: M-F / 6:00a-6:00p 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever 

you are, with whatever you may be 
going through. We CARE and are 

here for you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Don Wakershauser  617-6171 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 

Ron Mueller  369-1845, Chair 
  

Are you able to host  
Coffee Hour? 

 

We encourage groups to host 
coffee hour on Sunday  
mornings so that individuals 
aren’t overwhelmed. If you 
are involved in a Bible study, board, or group that would 
like to host, please contact the church office to sign up!  

November 25: John Pickle 
  & Bev Baerwolf 
December  02: OPEN 
December 09:  Boys  
   Basketball 
December 16: Cheerleading 

St_w[r^ship Thoughts  
L[st Sun^[y of th_ Chur]h Y_[r 

 

Isaiah 51:6 “For the heavens vanish like smoke, the 
earth will wear out like a garment.” The things of this 
earth that hold our a en on, that cause us worry, that 
tempt us away from the Lord: they are all passing away. 
They will vanish like a garment. They are not for us to 
worry over, but rather to use for the Lord’s purposes. 
The things of this world are not ends in and of  
themselves, but only means to be used wisely by the 
children of the Kingdom that has no end. 

Bible Study 

 

Monday 
1 Timothy 3:1-16 
 

Tuesday 
1 Timothy 4:1-16 
 

Wednesday 
1 Timothy 5:1-25 
 
 

Thursday 
1 Timothy 6:1-21 
 

Friday 
2 Timothy 1:1-18 
 

Saturday 
2 Timothy 2:1-26 
 

Sunday 
Join God’s People  
for Divine Service 

Week 95 
November 25, 2018 



   5:30 and 8:00 Worship    
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell  
 

Hymn 
“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”   LSB 816 
 

Invocation   
 

Exhortation LSB 151 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution  LSB 151  
 

Kyrie LSB 152  
 

This is the Feast LSB 155  
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

The Old Testament    Isaiah 51:4-6 
 

The Epistle   Jude 20-25 
 

Alleluia LSB 156 
 

The Holy Gospel   Mark 13:24-27 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“God Has Spoken by His Prophets”   LSB 583 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering  
 

Nicene Creed  LSB back cover 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface LSB 160 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
 

The Words of Our Lord  
 

Pax Domini / Agnus Dei   LSB 163 
 

Distribution Hymns 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”  LSB 525 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  LSB 549 
 

Thank the Lord   LSB 164 
 

Post-Communion Collect   
 

Benediction LSB 166 
 

Hymn   
“Thy Strong Word”   LSB 578 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Divine Service, Setting one from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

10:30 Worship 
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell  
 

Song 
“All Glory & Honor” 
 

Invocation and Exhortation Matthew 28:19b/1 John 1:8-9 
 

Confession and Absolution Romans 3:23/John 20:19-23                      
 

Prayer of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

The Old Testament    Isaiah 51:4-6 
 

The Epistle   Jude 20-25 
 

The Holy Gospel   Mark 13:24-27 
 

Nicene Creed  1 Timothy 6:12 
 

Song 
“Ancient of Days” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering  
“We Will Glorify” 
 

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Proper Preface Psalm 136 
 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; 
  1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

Distribution Songs   
“How Deep the Father’s Love For Us” 
“Lead Me to the Cross” 
 

The Common Dismissal 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Closing Song   
“Revelation Song” 
 
 

November 24th and 25th   
Last Sunday of the Church Year 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Mary Loomans 
 

Lectors: Deb Rohrbeck (5:30); Jim Atkinson (8:00);  
Kris Winkelmann (10:30) 

Worship Team: Led by Lisa Tessmann and Kara Rietmann 



The Old Testament    Isaiah 51:4-6 
“Give attention to me, my people, and 
give ear to me, my nation; for a law will 
go out from me,  and I will set my 
justice for a light to the peoples. My 
righteousness draws near, my salvation 
has gone out, and my arms will judge 
the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, 
and for my arm they wait. Lift up your 
eyes to the heavens, and look at the 
earth beneath; for the heavens vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and they who dwell in it will 
die in like manner; but my salvation will 
be forever, and my righteousness will 
never be dismayed.” 

 
The Epistle  Jude 20-25 
But you, beloved, build yourselves up in 
your most holy faith; pray in the Holy 
Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of 
God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 
And have mercy on those who doubt; 
save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment stained by the 
flesh. Now to him who is able to keep 
you from tumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his 
glory with great joy, to the only God, 
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel  Mark 13:24-37 
[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that 
tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and 
the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. And then they will see the Son 
of Man coming in clouds with great 
power and glory. And then he will send 
out the angels and gather his elect from 
the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. “From the 
fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 
So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until 
all these things take place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. “But concerning that day 
or that hour, no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. 
For you do not know when the time will 
come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts 
his servants in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for 
you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the cock crows, or in 
the morning— lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
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