
 

Worship and Weekly Events 
 

Sunday: 
8:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 
9:15am  Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center 
9:15am  *Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30am  Service of Word and Sacrament 
 

Monday:  
5:30pm  Walkie Talkies, Levee 
 

Tuesday: 
6:30pm  Men’s Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
9:15am  Tuesday Morning Bible Study,  
  Christian Life Center 
6:30pm  **Sisters in Christ, 
  Child Development Center Lower Level 
 

Wednesday:  
12:00pm  Weekly Announcements Deadline 
5:00pm  Youth Group, School Gym 
5:00pm  Handbell Choir, Balcony 
6:30pm  ***Confirmation Class, Christian Life Center 
  and All Purpose Room 
6:30pm  Adult Choir, Balcony 
 

Thursday: 
8:00am  Esther Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
7:00am  Walkie Talkies, Levee 
9:30am  Rachel Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
 

Saturday: 
7:00am  Men’s Bible Class, Dino’s  
5:30pm  Service of Word and Sacrament 

*Sunday School registration will be in the narthex September 9th, 
16th, and 26th 
 
**No Sisters in Christ Bible Study on September 18th 
 
***Parents of 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade public school students: 
There will be a required parent/student orientation meeting for  
confirmation classes on September 5, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church’s Christian Life Center. 
 
***No confirmation classes on  September 19th 

Edition 7 Volume 7  

September 2018 
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Good teacher, therapist, national  
patriot, moral example, teddy  
bear – what do these titles have in 
common?  According to Dr. Richard, 
they are examples of the false christs 
that can surround us.   
 

In this well organized and accessible 
book, the author separates the real 
biblical Jesus from our culture’s 
many attempts to make Him in our 
own image, or who we think the 
Christ should be.  Each chapter  
includes helpful tools and responses 
from Scripture to those tempted to 
devote themselves to a christ that is 
only a mystical friend, a social  
justice warrior or option among 
many christs -more false christ titles.  
We are encouraged not to debate but 
to witness with compassion and  
integrity, pointing out the spiritual 
dangers of each.  
 

The book also includes real-life  
examples and leads to topics such as 

separation of church and state, the 
false ideas that we only need Jesus 
when troubles arise, controlling  
situations through our own works 
and the belief that all religions lead 
to salvation.   
 

After each description, the title  
question is asked, Will the Real  
Jesus Please Stand Up?  Our truth 
and comfort after reading this book – 
The real Jesus HAS stood up.  He is 
risen and gives us forgiveness, joy 
and peace that passes all  
understanding.  
 

Discussion questions are included 
which makes this an excellent book 
for individual or group Bible study.  
One reviewer states, “This book will 
challenge, equip, and most especially 
comfort you.”  

Book Review:  
Will The Real Jesus Please Stand Up? 

 

By Matthew Richard 

Will The Real Jesus Please 
Stand Up 

 

By Matthew Richard 
 

Reviewed by Mary Loomans 
Publisher: Concordia Publishing House,     
                  2017 
 

Audience: Adult 

Visit the church library located at the 
Welcome Center. If you find a book that 
piques your interest, take it home, read 
it, and return it. It is just that simple! No 
paperwork – no hassle! 

Missionaries Rev. David and 
Valerie Federwitz have been 
serving in Africa since 2003. 
David’s focus is to help 
 people to read and use the 
Holy Scripture in their own 
languages. He worked in 

Ghana with Komba-speaking people to develop a Komba 
language primer series. These primers are used to educate the 
local people and to encourage reading and writing. He also 
helped identify and train literacy facilitators, supervisors, and 
other workers in the Komba Literacy and Bible Translation 
Project.  
 
At the end of April, David made a trip to Sierra Leone and 
Liberia to visit Lutheran Bible Translator missionaries and 
international partners.  Here is a bit of what David  
experienced on his trip.  
 
 
 

“As the meeting moved into discussion about the impact of 
vernacular literacy, I was drawn to an account from the 
Kono area of Sierra Leone.  As part of each literacy class, 
the teachers begin with Scripture reading/listening from the 
Kono new Testament.  A Muslim woman was a member of the 
class and heard the Lord’s Prayer.  She immediately recalled 
what she knew about prayer.  As a Muslim, she was taught to 
pray five times a day.  She was taught what to pray, but the 
prayer was not in a language that she could understand.  
What she heard was different: most significantly, she could 
actually understand what she was praying because it was in 
Kono.  She could pray the Lord’s Prayer at anytime, not just 
prescribed time; and she was told by her teacher that she 
could use the Lord’s Prayer as a model in crafting her own 
prayers.  This encounter with the Lord’s Prayer in her  
language so impacted the woman that she put her faith in the 
one true God, who promises to take care of her daily needs.” 
 
-Federwitz Footsteps 
  June 2018, Volume 18 No. 3 
  www.lbt.org/project/david-valerie-federwitz 
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September 1 
Dennis and Judy  

Raimer 
Benjamin and Kimberly 

Rohrbeck 
 

September 2 
Thomas and Stacy 

Davenport 
 

September 3 
Luke and Cathi 

Beck 

September 5 
Eugene Charlene 

Phillips 
Brian and Cindy 

Smith 
 

September 8 
Joshua and Jessica 

Krueger 
Robert and Dawn 

Wilcox 
Brandon and Stephanie  

Yahnke 

September 9 
Gary and Janet 
Schoppenhorst 

 

September 11 
Dean and Jean 

Simonson 
 

September 13 
Brent and Cathy 

Smith 
 

September 16 
Robert and Marie 

Hoffer 
Michael and Jackie 

Raimer 
September 21 

Michael and Carol 
Mueller 

 

September 22 
Paul and Jean 

Gavinski 
Michael and Nicole 

Maas 
Logan and Jessica 

Walker 

September 24 
Scott and Dana Gudegon 

Mark and Julie 
Witt 

 

September 25 
Nathan and Cassandra 

Musser 
 

September 26 
Zackary and Cassandra 

Krebs 
 

September 29 
Mark and Mary  

Witt 
 

September 30 
Kenneth and Sandra 

Hutler 
Cory and Spring 

Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Intern  
*Disclaimer: this  
amazing article should 
 be read in a semi-
sarcastic voice,  
preferably a voice that 
sounds like a 20-year-
old woman who has 
been inhaling the dust of 
a lot of old documents 

(interpret that however you would like)* 
 
 
Why hello there! My name is Katherine (Kat) Hovland and I 
was the summer intern for the church office. I am a junior 
business manager major studying at Concordia University 
Wisconsin. Some of you may be thinking, “Hey, that last 
name sounds familiar,” so let me just get this out of the way 
right now. Yes, I am the pastor’s daughter… and yes, I will 
sign autographs after church.  
 

While interning at St. John’s, I have helped the office get  
organized, write a grant, create spreadsheets, test a relay race, 
and, of course, I ate many snacks. Odds are if you came into 
the office, you would see me shoved in the corner with no 
chair and boxes surrounding my desk. Don’t worry, they 
weren’t breaking any labor laws...I checked.  

 

One of my favorite pastimes here was shredding hundreds of 
documents and accidently spilling the paper just in time for 
Ethan to come clean it up. Another “favorite” pastime was 
suffering through all the country music that Jenni listened to 
every day. I also taught the church staff the do’s and don’ts of 
emojis and snapchat in between tasks.  
 

Now, seriously, with all joking aside, I had a wonderful time 
here at St. John’s. I learned some valuable skills, worked 
with great people, and felt like I was making a meaningful 
impact. I will miss all the joy that comes from working at the 
church office. However, I am looking forward to school this 
fall and applying everything that I learned here to my future 
endeavors. Thank you for letting me intern here over the 
summer! 

I would also like to add a PSA for all of you who fear 
spiders, like I do. They are here! They will crawl out of 
the sink and scare you when you are trying to fill a vase 
with some flowers for your boss. Right when you think 
that the little devils are gone, they pop up and make you 
cry. BUT HAVE NO FEAR! Pastor Hovland is excellent 
at killing huge spiders with his bare hands. No tissues, 
no gloves, just good old fashioned whack-a-mole (but 

with a spider). 
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St. John’s School Year Calendar: 
9/03    Labor Day, no school 
10/01    School pictures 
10/07    Upper Choir sings in church at 10:30am 
10/26    Grandparents’ Day and noon dismissal 
10/31    End of 1st quarter 
11/01‐11/02  Teachers’ Conven on, no school 
11/04    Lower Choir sings in church at 8:00am 
11/08    School picture retake day 
11/21‐12/02  Thanksgiving Break, no school 
12/01    Christmas Concert, 5:30pm in the church 
    ‐Upper and Lower Choirs sing 
12/19    Christmas Program, 6:30pm in the church 
    ‐All students sing 
12/21    Noon dismissal 
12/24‐12/31  Christmas Break, no school 

1/01    New Years Day, no school 
1/18    End of 2nd quarter 
1/20‐1/25  Na onal Lutheran Schools’ Week 
1/20    All students sing in church at 8:00am 
2/04    No school 
2/16    Lower Choir sings in church at 5:30pm 
3/09    Upper Choir sings in church at 5:30pm 
3/18‐3/22  Spring Break, no school 
3/29    End of 3rd quarter 
4/14    Lower Choir sings in church at 10:30am 
4/19‐4/22  Easter Break, no school 
4/28    Upper Choir sings in church at 8:00am 
5/15‐5/17  6th‐8th grade class trips 
5/27    Memorial Day, no school 
6/05    LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!  NOON DISMISSAL! 
    ‐End of 4th quarter 
6/10‐6/14  Vaca on Bible School, 9:00am—12:00pm 

St. John’s School Awarded Over 
$20,000 For Wisconsin Safety Grant  

 

PORTAGE, Wisconsin (July 26, 2018) St John’s Lutheran 
School, a fully accredited school for grades K-8, has been 
awarded $20,436 through the Wisconsin Safety Grant.  
 

The Wisconsin School Safety Grant has already awarded 
over $33 million dollars to other  
Wisconsin schools out of the $100  
million available. Funds are awarded to 
schools who are seeking security  
improvements for their buildings. One 
of the requirements of the grant is for 
staff to have training for both Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACE) and 
Trauma Informed Care/Trauma  
Sensitive Schools (TIC/TSS). Another 
grant requirement is to have local law 
enforcement agencies coordinate with 
the schools to ensure a proper safety 
inspection.  
 

As Attorney General Schimel stated, “a 
primary goal of this grant program is to 
forge long-lasting partnerships  
between our schools and the law  
enforcement community.” St. John’s has partnered up with 
local police, sheriff’s office, and the Columbia County  
Emergency Management Office to help enhance the school’s 

security system. “We were very pleased to assist St. John’s, 
St. Mary’s and the Portage Public Schools in receiving their 
safety grants. Everyone’s goal is to keep our children safe 
while they are in their respective schools,” stated Police 
Chief Ken Manthey.  
 

St. John’s has plans to upgrade their current safety measures 
to a top of the line security system. “Safety has always been 

and always will be our focus,”  
Principal Luke Beck stated. As a  
nationally accredited Lutheran school, 
it is important that both the school’s 
building and staff are staying informed 
with current safety measures.  
Cassandra Musser, St. John’s Business  
Manager, assured, “We understand the 
importance of your child’s safety. That 
is why we applied for this grant; to 
help provide a safe and caring  
environment while getting a quality 
education.” St. John’s School is now 
accepting enrollment for the 
2018/2019 school year.  
 

About St. John’s Lutheran School: 
The purpose of  St. John's Lutheran 
School is to train children for now and 

for their future. St. John's Lutheran School values all students 
as gifts of God. For more information please contact our of-
fice at 608-742-9000 or Cmusser@stjohnsportage.com.  

  

St. John’s School 
News 
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To support the LCMS through the work of Cindy Zirbel 
Wrucke, you may send a tax deductible gift and make checks 
payable to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  
 

Mark checks “Wrucke-Eurasia Support.” Or, gifts can also be 
given securely online through the LCMS website, on my 

online giving page at lcms.org/wrucke.  

This month, I was reminded of my 
confirmation verse as I met Persians 
who faced death for their faith in 
Christ, while living in Iran. Their 
faith, their perseverance, and their 
songs of praise  
inspire me.  
 
“Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.”  
-Revelation 2:10 (ESV)  
 
-Cindy Zirbel Wrucke  

Worship Together 
 
This past month has been a whirlwind of activity and 
travel. Two staff members from St. Louis traveled with 
me in the region, as we worked on several stories about 
Eurasia missions for an upcoming issue of Engage 
magazine.  
 

We started in Bucharest, Romania with our alliance 
missionary pastor, Rev. SorinHoria Trifa, who is the 
only Lutheran pastor in the country who conducts 
church services in Romanian. I have been working 
with him for several months and our church is growing 
in Bucharest! While we visited, the rented church was 
full and we ran out of hymnals. I am so excited that we 
are looking at more ways to support our growing  
Romanian church.  
 

After Bucharest, we traveled to Prague, my new 
hometown, to do a story on the Corpus Christi  
conference. The conference draws the largest number 
of confessional Lutherans in Europe. This year, 259 
participants from 16 countries attended. You can read 
more about this event later this year in Engage  
magazine. From Prague, we went to Germany to work 
on a story about our refugee outreach in Leipzig and 
Dresden.  
 

I attended the recent church dedication of St.  
Lukaskirche in Leipzig in late June and shared a story 
on our Eurasia blog (https://eurasiablog.lcms.org/
stlukaskirche-dedication/) and through the LCMS  
Eurasia Facebook page. But this time, we interviewed 
some of the Persian and German members to hear more 

details about their journey to come together as an  
integrated congregation. The refugee stories were  
horrific and inspirational. Some of the refugees came 
to faith in Jesus while still in Iran, though they could 
not be baptized there. Christianity is forbidden, so they 
secretly met in house churches for bible study and  
worship. As house churches grew, secret police  
infiltrated the group to spy on the members. Then, 
when the Christians went to work or school, they were 
abducted, imprisoned, tortured, and many were killed.  
 

Most of the refugees we interviewed had family  
members who were brutally murdered. One of the  
refugees was imprisoned and shared details about life 
in Iranian prisons, where prisoners are tortured  
differently depending on why they are being held. She 
was imprisoned for practicing Christianity, while  
others are political opponents or criminals. The stories 
were incredibly difficult to hear, but so important to 
understand the depth of their faith.  
 

When the refugees finally escaped from Iran, many of 
them traveled for months on foot and by boat, hiding 
from their former captors. They are extremely thankful 
for their religious freedom and the gift of the  
Sacraments through our partner churches in Germany.  
 

As I attended Holy Communion at St. Lukaskirche a 
few days ago, surrounded by Persians and Germans, 
hearing the pastor address each person in his or her  
native tongue with the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 
I thought about this piece of heaven on earth and the 
awe of being a member of the Body of Christ. My 
brothers and sisters in Christ, who are living in  
countries where Christian persecution is very real, can 
never be forgotten in my daily prayers. I look forward 
to meeting them at the heavenly banquet feast some 
day.  

EURASIA 
News from Cindy Zirbel Wrucke 
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01 Rosemary Martin 
 Brian Paske 
 

02 Ronald Henke 
 Susan Lorenz 
 

03 Robert Brozowski 
 

04 Callie Ciolkosz 
 Jane Kaiser 
 Bruce Luebke 
 Joshua Pogorelec 
 Matthew Schlinkert 
 

05 Robert Hoffer 
 Darlene Krueger 
 Debra Thompson 
 

06 Thomas Male 
 

07 Bennett Bass 
 Margery Schultz 
 Ned Weaver 
 

08 Alfred Colucci 
 Madge Lohr 
 Wyatt Schwartz 
 Carolyn Smith 
 

09 James Raimer 
 Logan Walker 
 Jessica Witt 
 

10 William Brockley 
 Austin Weishoff 
 

11 Ruth Chvojicek 
 Andrew Schwartz 
 

12 James Behnke 
 Brook Peterson 
 

13 Gary Bauman 
 Daphne Beckius 
 Douglas LaVigne 
 Margie Radmann 
 Ryan Willis 
 

14 Cathy Dehn 
 Katelyn Lorenz 
 

15 Ronald Behnke 
 Laurie Huston 
 

16 Coltin Dittberner 
 Brian Kabele 
 

17 Theresa Beckius 
 Anthony Bortz 
 Frederick Hansen 
 Steven Mael 
 Larry Tessman 
  

18 William Bahr 
 James Rohrbeck 
 Emily Steele 
 Nathaniel Summerton 
 James Tennyson 
 Brian Wheeler 
 Colleen Zimmerman 

 

19 Ryan Jahn 
 Michael Johnson 
 Noah Smith 
 Joy Witkowski 
 

20 Kaden Lehman 
 

21 Ervin Gudgeon 
 James Isakson 
 Sara Jakeman 
 Boyd Wolfgram 
 

22 Logan Bahr 
 Christina Paske 
 Mary Witt 
 

23  Dustin Drew 
 Brett Johnson 
 Katelyn Mael 
 Joshua Powers 
 Kathleen Thalacker 
 

24 David Fandrich 
 

25 Diane Lavigne 
 Brian Yahnke 
 Sonia Zook 
 

26 Edna Abegglen 
 Gary Drew 
 Harold Johnson 
 Thomas Klappstein 
 Patricia McCoy 
 Judy Nichols 
27 Mandrow Tomaszewski 
 

28 Kimberly Ingram 
 Kurt Lauth 
 Annette Monthey 
 Trina Simonson 
 Daryl Tessmann 
 

29 Louis Herrick 
 Donald Koepp 
 Bruce Smith 
 

30 Leon Beckius 
 Hannah Cimaroli 
 Ruth Mell 
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YOUTH GROUP FELLOWSHIP AUGUST 2018 
In August, Youth Group went to Pirate’s Cove Golf Adventures and participated in the 4th Annual Youth Group 
Golf Tourney.  Fifteen of our youth got together to participate in friendly competition with each other. This year’s 
winning team was Gavin, Nick, Jacob and Colin. It was a fantastic night of fellowship and prayer!  
 

 
 
BACK TO YOUTH GROUP – September 2018 
We will get back to our normal Youth Group Schedule on  
September 12, 2018 from 5pm to 7:30pm in the school 
gym. The Bible study for September is Pray Without  
Ceasing: heading back to school, sports, school clubs, 
friends, and structured schedules can be stressful. This month 
we will focus on how to get through this first month. There 
will be a light supper at 5pm. We will also be collecting alu-
minum cans and can tops for Youth Group and the Ronald 
McDonald House in Madison these Wednesday nights!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP LOCK-IN – September 2018 
Youth Group teenagers join us on  
September 28 at 7:00pm in St. John’s School gym 
for peer fellowship, devotion, fun, play, food and 
worship with Concordia University – Wisconsin 
students all night long till breakfast at 7:00am. We 
are looking for parent volunteers to join us and  
donations for food & beverages. If  
interested in joining us, volunteering, or providing 
food & beverages, come to Youth Group  
Wednesday night to share or email us: 
youth@stjohnsportage.com by September 21, 
2018.  
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Meet Youth Group! 
 

Here are a few of the Youth Group members sharing about themselves: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Gavin. I am a middle schooler who will be attending the National Youth 
Gathering. I’m looking forward to the National Youth Gathering because I will interact with 
thousands of kids just like me: teens who follow Christ. Personally, I enjoy football, baseball 
and basketball. My favorite subject in school in history. I try to go to youth group every 
week. I love youth group because we have weekly devotions, a fun game that goes with the 
devotion and fellowship with people I don’t usually see on a day-to-day basis.  
But thanks be to God who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and 
uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of Him everywhere. 2 Corinthians 2:14 

Hi! I'm Justin. I'm in middle school. Youth Group is one of my favorite things to do. I get to 
hang out with other Christian teens. We get to learn loads more about God. It's a really fun 
way to learn about God while hanging out with friends. I'm excited to go to the National 
Youth Gathering. We get to learn so much about God while having tons of fun. We can meet 
new Christians from all over the USA. There's going to be a ton of awesome speakers and 
some great music, too. I am so excited for the National Youth Gathering next summer! 

Hi, my name is Trinity and I'm in high school. I play volleyball there, and I also enjoy  
writing and drawing. My favorite things about Youth Group are growing in my faith and 
knowledge of God and being able to hang out with my friends in a Christ-centered  
environment. I am excited for the youth gathering because it is another opportunity to dig 
deeper into the Bible and meet new Christian friends. The only downside is that it's being 
held in the Vikings stadium. Packers forever! 

Back row (left to right): Nick, Gavin, Gracie, Justin, Brett.  
Front Row: Rubie-Ann & Trinity.  

THE NATIONAL YOUTH  
GATHERING –  
July 11-15, 2019 

 
Youth Group is working hard on  
organizing and finalizing plans for 
our Youth Group to attend the  
National Youth Gathering (NYG)            
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

 

This event is held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth  
Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity 
to come together as a community of God’s people to learn more 
about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their Lutheran  
identity.  The Gathering will be held on July 11-15, 2019 in  
Minneapolis, MN. During the five days of the Gathering, youth 
spend time together in God’s word, worship, service, and  
fellowship with others from across the synod. This event is  
organized by LCMS Youth Ministry in Saint Louis, MO. 
 

There is still time to join us! The deadline to commit is  
September12, 2018. A $100 deposit is due that evening at Youth 
Group. Let us introduce you to the seven teenagers already  
committed. 
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Forgiveness & The Blind Squirrel 
By Janet Van Epps 

 

“I forgive, but I never forget!” 
 
Christian and non-Christian alike have spouted off with 
that kind of a comment.   It has most likely come out of 
our mouths if we are honest enough to admit it. 
 
Forgiveness covers a wide array of human thought from 
perception to personal experiences.  People can directly 
experience a real or perceived wrong, but society and 
groups have a broader sense of forgiveness. 
   
You are probably saying, "Huh?” 
 
The direct experience might be something like when 
another person really said some hurtful things to us.  
That kind of behavior is easier to relate to and hopefully 
be forgiving of.   The concept of sinning and being 
sinned against is nothing new to anyone. 
 
It should be clear that the whole idea of forgiveness is 
very basic in the Christian’s way of thinking. 
 
We are likely to remember Matthew 18:21-22, “Then 
Peter came and said, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother 
sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven 
times?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to 
seven times, but up to seventy times seven.’” 
 
Person to person forgiveness is much easier to  
understand and relate to, but what about forgiveness by 
groups of people or societies?   
 
Once again you might be saying, “Huh?” 
 
Picture this kind of a scenario.  A young man in the  
congregation has been through many rough times.  The 
life events involved have brought many challenges to 
this man.  He has always landed on his feet, but how is 
he viewed in the minds of his fellow congregants? 
 
Sometimes a group, a city or another broader section of 
society will always view this young man as the  
individual who seems to have had some real issues that 
have spanned his lifetime.  “Poor Johnny!” 
 
Mankind can have a profound memory when it comes to 
the lives of others.  Forgetting the image of this fellow 
congregant as a troubled young man may never happen.  
In that sense groups of people can be rather unforgiving.  
This young man will always have a scarred image even 
though he has always positively come out of each  

challenge along the way.   
 
There is an adage that goes like this.  “Even a blind 
squirrel finds a nut now and again!”  In other words, 
there is always hope for each and every person. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can the congregation ever look beyond its lifelong  
mental picture of a certain person?   Do you have  
anyone in your congregation, your work environment or 
other group setting that is stuck in your mind as  
troubled, unfortunate, sinful at one time or just plain  
unfriendly?  How can we put that image aside and  
notice changes in our fellowman?   
 
Forgiveness crosses over our daily lives in various ways.  
It is more than one person sinning against another.  To 
forgive means to wipe the slate clean and give a new 
image or reputation to someone.  Is there group  
forgiveness in your world or do you miss the blind 
squirrel feasting on some nuts?   
 
Keep an eye open for how the groups that you are  
involved with approach individual members.  You might 
be surprised at what you see in the group and in  
yourself. 
 
May God remind us that our Savior gave us the  
opportunity to be forgiven and start anew?  Grant that 
the groups we belong to may do the same for each  
member. Share grace and peace in your daily walk  
within groups.  In so doing you will follow the example 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Janet Van Epps is from Viking Group’s Ministry & 
Education Services and is a long time member of St. 
John’s Lutheran Ministries. 



October (proposed) Events 
 

 

M 01 Board of Stewardship, 
 5:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

 Health and Wellness, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Th 04 Our House Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Our House   

 Heritage House Monthly Worship, 
 11:00am at Heritage House   
 

Sa 06 New Member Class Session 2, 
 8:30am-11:30am in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

M 08 Tivoli Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Divine Savior Hospital  
 
 

Tu 09 Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship, 
 2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena 
 

 Executive Committee 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Su 14 Blood Pressure Screening, 
 9:00am in the Nursery 
 
 

Tu 16 Women’s Guild, 
 1:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 

 Board of Education, 
 5:30pm at St. John’s School Science Room 
 
 

Tu 18 Grief Ministry, 
 6:30pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Sa 20 Gideon Presentation by Ken Manthey, 
 During 5:30 service 
 
 

Su 21 Gideon Presentation by Ken Manthey, 
 During 8:00am and 10:30am services   
 

Th 25 Board of Trustees, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Su 28 Reformation Day Pot Luck, 
 12:00pm at St. John’s School Gym   
 

Tu 30 Board of Elders, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center   

 Prayer Shawls, 
 6:00pm in the All Purpose Room 
 

September Events 
 

 

M 03 Labor Day –No school and church office closed 
 

 Board of Stewardship, 
 5:00pm in the Christian Life Center   
 

Th 06 Our House Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Our House   

 Heritage House Monthly Worship, 
 11:00am at Heritage House     

Su 09 Blood Pressure Screening, 
 9:00am in the Nursery 
 
 

M 10 Tivoli Monthly Worship, 
 10:00am at Divine Savior Hospital    

 Evangelism Team, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Tu 11 Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship, 
 2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena 
 

 Executive Committee, 
 6:00 in the Christian Life Center 
 

 Altar Guild, 
 7:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Tu 18 Women’s Guild, 
 1:30pm in the Christian Life Center   

 Board of Education, 
 5:30pm in the St. John’s School Science Room   

 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML), 
 7:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

Tu 25 Board of Elders, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center   

 Prayer Shawls, 
 6:00pm in the All Purpose Room 
 
 

Th 27 Board of Trustees, 
 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

F 28 Youth Group Lock-In, 
 7:00pm-7:00am at St. John’s School  
 
 

Sa 29 New Member Class Session 1, 
 8:30am-11:30am in the Christian Life Center 
 
 

 
 
 

Meals on Wheels:  
September 24-28 
Contact - Judy Raimer 608-742-0541 
 

Altar Guild 
Nola Tennyson, 608-697-9760 
Lois Schmidt, 608-742-3334 

Meals on Wheels:  
November 05-09 
Contact - Judy Raimer 608-742-0541 
 

Altar Guild 
Ginny Laing 608-742-3411 
Shirley Palmquist 608-742-2358 

St. John’s Ministries Monthly Calendar 

Parents of 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade public school students: 
There will be a required parent/student orientation meeting for confirmation classes on September 5, 2018 at 6:30 
p.m. in the church’s Christian Life Center. 



SEPTEMBER  2018– 11 A Breakdown of Our Giving 

Un^_sign[t_^  
M_mori[l 
$740.00 

In M_mory of  
Bri[n Konk_l 
In M_mory of  

P[stor Kru_g_r 
In M_mory of 
Jun_ @n^_rson 
In M_mory of 
El[in_ H[tz 
In M_mory of  

Ri]h[r^ St[u\_r 
In M_mory of  

M[rg[r_t R_i]k 
In M_mory of  
@l[n Zook 

 

Prop_rty Lo[n 
$125.00 

In M_mory of 
Bri[n Konk_l 

 
Org[n Fun^ 

$55.00 
In M_mory of 

P[stor Kru_g_r 
 

Missions 
$20.00 

In M_mory of  
P[stor Kru_g_r 

 
 
 
 

LWML 
$100.00 

In M_mory of 
Bri[n Konk_l 

 
Fin[n]i[l @i^ 

$375.00 
In M_mory of 

Ri]h[r^ St[u\_r 
 

@lmon_rs 
$100.00 

In M_mory of 
Bri[n Konk_l 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wanted: Singers, in choir in the church 
balcony 
Do you like to sing/enjoy music? Consider  
joining the Adult Choir. This year, the choir will 
sing on the first and third weekends of a month (with 
a couple of exceptions) to help you with your time 
commitments. Even if you don't read music, you can 
still join and sing as choir members will help you. 
The members of our choir are a joy to interact with 
and are dedicated to sing, "Praises to Our Lord!"  
Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 5, 
6:30pm in the church balcony. See you there!  

2018 Lutheran 
Women’s Fall 
Retreat 
September 20 – 22 
Hilton Garden Inn 
1355 W. 20th Avenue 
Oshkosh, WI 54902 

 

 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!   
The children of mankind take refuge  

in the shadow of your wings. 
Psalm 36:7 (ESV) 

 

Do you need time this fall to take refuge in the  
embrace of our Lord?  Join your sisters in Christ;  
Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) invite you to 
this year’s Fall Retreat in Oshkosh, WI - it is less than 
2 months away, Sept. 20-22!   
 

Register today and join us for a fun, Spirit-filled 
weekend. Jan Struck is our keynote speaker, and will 
help us look with humor at life’s up and downs - safe 
in our Savior's love. Psalm 36:7 reminds us of God's 
steadfast love: our refuge at all times. Missionary  
Jonathan Federwitz and family, along with Pastor  
David Blas, will update us on their work.  

Consider joining us early for a pizza party on  
Thursday night! 
 

Find more information and registration for our fall 
women’s retreat under the Events tab at  
lwml-swd.org. 
 

Questions? Email us at  
lwmlswdfallretreat@gmail.com, or email our registrar 

at monijeske124@sbcglobal.net. 

St. John’s Handbell Choir 
Our St. John's handbell choir is looking for new 
members! We meet on Wednesdays at 5:00pm up in 
the balcony. We typically perform once a month. 
Our first rehearsal is September 5 at 5:00pm. If you 
have any questions please feel free to contact 
Michelle Nummerdor at nummerdorm@yahoo.com 
or any other handbell member. Thank you! 

Zone 16 LWML will hold its Fall Gathering  
Saturday October 13th, 2018 at Monona Lutheran 
Church in Madison.  Registration will begin at 
8:30am and it will end around 12:00pm.  The guest 
speaker will be Debby Suchyta, Team Development 
Director for MOST ministries.  MOST stands for 
Mission Opportunities Short Term. We will be  
making witness bracelets and necklaces.  Our  
ingathering will be eyeglasses. Come and join us 
and bring a friend.  We will learn how gently used 
eyeglasses can alleviate problems of uncorrected 
vision in the developing countries around the world. 

Offerings for July 
Unified Fund $62,561.49  
Debt Fund $0.00  
Capital  
Improvements $3,112.00  

Missions $100.00  
Almoners Fund $300.00  
Orphanages $320.00  
School Tuition  
Relief $1,366.00  

Organ Fund $55.00  
Pennies for 
Preachers $0.00  

Total Contributions $67,814.49  

July Memorials 
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