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CORNERSTONE

July
2018
Worship and Weekly Events
Sunday:
8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
Monday:
5:30pm
Tuesday:
6:30pm
9:15am
Wednesday:
12:00pm
6:30pm
Thursday:
8:00am
7:00am
9:30am
Saturday:
7:00am
5:30pm

Service of Word and Sacrament
Christian Ed Hour,
Christian Life Center
Service of Word and Sacrament
Walkie Talkies, Levee
Men’s Bible Class,
Christian Life Center
Tuesday Morning Bible Study,
Christian Life Center
Weekly Announcements Deadline
*Youth Group, TBD
Esther Bible Class,
Christian Life Center
Walkie Talkies, Levee
Rachel Bible Class,
Christian Life Center
Men’s Bible Class,
Dino’s
Service of Word and Sacrament

*No Youth Group on July 4th
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July 8
Virgil and Gladys
Chance

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
July 1
Donald and Jeanette
Witt

July 6
Larry and Linda
Tessman

July 5
Dylan and Amanda
Bell
James and Sheila
Fredrick

July 7
Lamont and Kathryn
Colucci
Cody and Stephanie
Reynolds
Charles and Dawn
Weyh

July 10
Keith and Julie
Horan
Len and Diane
Strozinski
July 13
Brian and Stacie
Wheeler

July 18
Robert and Dorothy
Johnson
Donald and Carol
Kohrt
July 23
Douglas and Diane
LaVigne
July 25
Alan and Jamie
Volpentesta

July 15
Charles and Marlene
Dehmlow

July 26
John and Beverly
Baerwolf-Pickle

July 16
Phillip and Joyce
Kleist

July 27
Alex and Carol
Swanson

July 17
Kyle and Kathleen
Bernander

July 29
Michael and Kelly
Behnke

done. A back translation is a translation that is made
especially for the consultant. It is a translation from
the local language into a language the consultant
understands, like English. A back translation can look
Enabling Bible Translation in Ethiopia
a lot like an interlinear translation, where the English
words are written under each line of the local
language text.
So a back translation is a translation of a
News from Jim and Sue Kaiser
translation. It is usually made by someone who is not a part
-Lutheran bible translators
of the translation team. It can be like an interlinear where the
Good Progress
translation is made word by word, or it can be done phrase by
We are thankful that in March we were able to finish
phrase using more normal English grammar.
checking the Tsamakko translation of Mark as well as the
final three chapters of the Nyangatom translation of Acts. In Since a consultant usually doesn't know each local language
that be works with, a back translation helps him to get an idea
April, we were blessed to be able to attend two retreats and
of what the Bible translation is saying. It can show if all the
other business meetings before coming down to Gidole.
information is there in the verse, or if something has been left
Since then, I (Jim) have been preparing for upcoming work
out or added. lt can also show if the meaning has been
with the Zayse translation team. Currently the Zayse
translation advisors are in Austria on home assignment, so I changed.
am working ahead to get books ready to check over when
So each time before I meet with a team, they have someone
they return in August. I have finished 2 Corinthians, and am make a back translation into English of the book we will look
currently on Romans. Hebrews and Mark are next in line
at and send it to me. Then I go through the back translation to
after that.
see if there are mistakes that need to be corrected or ways
that the translation can be improved. Then when the team and
What is a Back Translation?
In my work as a consultant, I often use a back translation as I I meet face to face, I am well-prepared to discuss these
prepare to work with a translation team on a book they have potential problems with them.

Consulting for Christ
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Consulting for Christ
Enabling Bible Translation in Ethiopia

Growing in the Garden
It's now rainy season, and everything is green and growing.
So you can bet that if Susan has a spare minute, she will be
out in the garden!
My big love is ... "Then the Lord God planted a
garden ... " (Gen. 2:8a) Ahh! Now I know why I so love to
plant and be outside working with flowers, etc. I know he
created me Ln His image so I guess that part of me comes
from His image-working in the garden/yard! God has created
such beauty in the world all around us, and that is true here in
Ethiopia also. I enjoy noticing the different flora that He has
put here. Also, Norwegian missionaries who lived here
before us planted different kinds of roses, daisies, gladiolas,
poinsettias (most here look almost like trees) and hibiscus.

There are other flowers for which I don't know the names,
but I sure am enjoying their beauty and a bit of rearranging
and trimming.
I will share two prayer requests: 1) For wisdom and
discipline in gardening as I can easily spend most all my time
outdoors, working and enjoying God's creative ability out
there. 2) For God's help and discipline to spend more time
and effort to better speak Amharic. I find it very frustrating
not to be able to communicate or get much out of church
services due to my lack of Amharic ability.

Book Review:
Worshiping with Angels and Archangels: An Introduction to the Divine Service

By Scot A. Kinnaman
understanding of the sequence of the
liturgy and the origins of canticles,
prayers and responses. As Scripture
is the basis for all parts of the
service, the passages notated in the
Are you aware that when we are
hymnal are included in these
attending a church service here at
St. John’s we are participating in the explanations.
heavenly chorus? We celebrate with
the angels when we sing the Gloria With its easy to understand text and
colorful artwork, this book would be
in Excelsis, “Glory be to God on
high, and on earth peace good will to a valuable teaching tool in the
men”.
classroom or at home. Although its
format is similar to a picture book,
This book leads worshipers through adults are encouraged to borrow the
the Divine Service I in the Lutheran book to enhance their worship and
Service Book, the hymnal presently respond to receiving God’s gifts with
used here at St. John’s. The purpose thanks and praise. So we can
and meaning of each element of the
joyfully sing with the angels, The
liturgy, from the Invocation to the
Sanctus, “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
Benediction, is explained with
God of power and might.”
simple text. After spending time
with the book, and as you attend the
service, you will have a deeper
Why the title, Worshiping with
Angels and Archangels?

Worshiping with Angels and Archangels:
An Introduction to the Divine Service

By Scot A. Kinnaman
Reviewed by Mary Loomans
Publisher: Concordia Publishing House,
2006
Audience: School age children and adults
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Dads Being Dads
by Joe Olson JUNE 18, 2016 issue

Do fathers matter? Pop culture answers a resounding,
“No!” Our evening television shows teach us that
fathers are nothing more than overgrown children who
need their wives to take care of them, and fathers fair no
better in civil society. The assault on traditional
marriage assures us the bumbling idiot father is not even
necessary. Academia is also turning on fathers. A recent
study published in the Journal of Family and Marriage
has declared that a second mother is just as good,
perhaps even better than a father, ultimately concluding,
“The gender of parents only matters in ways that don’t
matter.”

fathers to teach it in a simple way.
It seems like a rather simplistic idea, but the numbers
bear it out. A recent study conducted by the European
Union concluded, “The religious practices of the father .
. . above all, determines the future attendance or absence
from church of the children.”[1]
Unsurprisingly, the study found that if father and mother
are active, 75 percent of their children will remain in the
church (33 percent will attend regularly, 42 percent
irregularly). If neither attends regularly, 80 percent will
be lost.

The results get interesting when only one parent is
active. When the father is active and the mother
irregular, the percentage of children becoming regular
attendees actually increases to 38 percent. If the mother
is non-practicing, the number of regular attendees
Of course, Christians, especially Lutherans, know
reaches 44 percent. Even an irregular father paired with
better. We know that the vocation of fatherhood matters. a non-practicing mother results in 48 percent of the
But are we willing to accept how much it matters? Are children remaining in the church (25 percent regular and
we willing to accept that by God’s design the
23 percent irregular).
deliverance of the faith from one generation to the next
But what happens when the mother is a faithful attendee
depends on fathers more than on anyone else?
but the father is not? Bar the doors, because in that case
That is a bold statement, perhaps even insulting to some. only 2–3 percent of the children will become regular
After all, we’ve created a near endless supply of books, attendees. When paired with an irregular father, another
programs and seminars teaching us the latest, best way 59 percent of the children will become irregular
to repackage Scripture and Sunday mornings so that our attendees and 38 percent will be lost. If the father is non
young people stay engaged.
-practicing, 38 percent will become irregulars but the
And yet, after decades of these efforts, the Barna Group reaming 60 percent will leave the church completely.
Put simply, if the father does not make taking his
reports that 43 percent of active church members will
leave the Church sometime after graduating high school children to church a priority, only one child in 50 will
and before turning 30. The reasons given for this exodus regularly attend church as an adult, despite the mother’s
best efforts.
vary widely and suggest there is not an easy fix. But
there is: Fathers. The most effective way to combat this What does this mean?
trend is for fathers to live out their vocation by taking
Fathers must reject the cultural caricature of fatherhood
their kids to church and teaching them the catechism.
and embrace their vocation. Take your family to church
every Sunday. Teach your children the catechism. As
Why dads matter
Scripture is clear that fathers are responsible for raising the numbers show, shirking this God-given
responsibility can have drastic consequences. And when
their children in the faith. Children are called to honor
this responsibility feels overwhelming, remember that
and respect the authority of their parents (Ex. 20:12;
our Lord has not left us alone in this. The Holy Spirit
Col. 3:20; Eph. 6:1–3), but it is the father who is
will do the heavily lifting instilling and strengthening
ultimately responsible for ensuring the children are
their faith through Baptism, Confession and Absolution,
raised in the faith. Eph. 6:1–4 gives us a clear
the proclamation of the Gospel and the Lord’s Supper.
explanation of this ordering:
We just get them through the door.
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
“Honor your father and mother, (this is the first
commandment with a promise), that it may go well with
you and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers, do
Werner Haug and Phillipe Warner, “The Demographic Characteristics of the
not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in [1]
Linguist and Religious Groups in Switzerland” in The Demographic Characteristics
of National Minorities in Certain European States, Werner Haug, ed., vol. 2.
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Luther recognized this ordering and began each of the
six chief parts of the Small Catechism by exhorting

(Council of European Directorate General III, Social Coheasion, Strasburg, 2000).
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20

Sue Schidtill
Paige Yahnke

21

Eva Chvojicek
Karen Morgan
Ryan Paske
Linda Tessman

22

Kristine Daugherty

23

Lorraine Stevens
Erica Zellmer

24

Dawn Wilcox
Anthony Yahnke

02

03

Melissa Chvojicek

09

Christine Stark

Matthew Rohrbeck

Bradley Wilson

Boden Schmidt

Debra Baker

10

Michele Lendobeja
Merrianne Mlsna
Dawson Zimmerman

04

Donna Stauber

12

Amy Brown

Cody Gordon

Lacey Swearingen

13

Alice Welsh

06

Justin Mommens

14

Cullen Kiefer

15

Brenda Barreau-Zickert

Lucas Kreuziger

Walter Smith

16

Jeanette Witt

Arlene Lesser
Leah Winecke
Howard Dehn
Kayla Hornat
Dorothy Neitzel
Sherry Oeftger

Catherine Kampen
Larry Schumann

Beckie Johnson
Skylar Reeson

Grayson Kempley
Adrienne Snyder

26

Kimberly Krueger

27

Nathaniel Fredrick
Kenzie Fredrick
Kara Rietmann
Bobbi Wolfgram

28

Scott Jones

29

Alan Volpentesta
Gary Witt

30

17

Virginia Laing
Dean Simonson

18

Monica Neumann
Kennedy Popp

19

Phillip Rygiewicz

Amber Denure
Nola Tennyson
Chad Wilcox

Kathy Gerstenkorn

Jackie Raimer

Jerome Behnke
James Genrich

Robert Fairfield

Craig Osterholt

Layla Buchholz

Joyce Kleist
Doris Monson

Lucinda Stanford

04

25

Carol Hamele
Dennis Raimer

Glenda Johnson

08

Rubie Kohn

Tammy Conley
Vernon Hockerman

07

Jason Beckius

31

Brent Smith
Samuel Windus
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EURASIA

mission

News from Cindy Zirbel Wrucke

Sowing Seeds
“The kingdom of God is as if a man
should scatter seed on the ground.
He sleeps and rises night and day,
and the seed sprouts and grows; he
knows not how.”
Mark 4:26-27 (ESV)

possible

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Augsburg
Confession in Georgia continues to grow as our new
pastors now plant seeds. For the first time, two
Georgians will attend the Corpus Christi conference for
young Lutherans in Europe, where they will receive
sound theological education and connect with others in
the region.

Seeing firsthand how God uses the seeds we sow—and
how He nurtures and grows His kingdom— inspires me.
As I witness to people I meet in Prague, I wonder what
will happen with them. When I invite people to church
and they don’t come, I am disappointed, even though it
isn’t really my business. Each time I get a haircut, I
Mission work reminds me of my gardening days. Why know that I am the only Christian that my young hair
do some seeds sprout and thrive, while others never
stylist has ever met. She told me that she is an atheist, as
make it out of the ground? As missionaries, we plant the well as all of her friends and family, and I am the only
seeds of the Gospel and celebrate new believers in
person she knows who believes in God. But she is curiChrist, but wonder why sometimes the seeds just don’t ous and I am planting seeds. I pray that the Holy Spirit
seem to take root. Honestly, we don’t know what will
touches her heart and the seeds take root, especially in a
happen with the seeds we plant and we cannot take
country that so desperately needs freedom in Christ.
credit for any of the outcomes. Our job simply involves
sowing the seeds and God takes care of the rest.
This past month, I traveled to Kutaisi, Georgia for the
dedication of a newly renovated church building that we
helped provide for our partner church. Because of the
work of an LCMS missionary more than a decade ago,
two of the men he met have now become Lutheran
pastors and their churches are growing. This former
missionary may or may not know how the seeds he
planted are producing a harvest, but I was blessed to see
that our work does make a difference, even in very
challenging conditions.
The church building that was dedicated on Pentecost
Sunday now provides a place where its members can
praise God, and receive Word and Sacrament each
week. But the church in Kutaisi still faces challenges.
Some of the neighbors complained about hearing music
on a Sunday morning; the new church sign at the front
door was stolen the same night of the dedication. But
the congregation remains undaunted. They are thrilled
to have a place where they can all fit, instead of the
apartment where they used to meet.
Life in Georgia is not easy compared to American
standards. I saw more cows than cars, as they graze
everywhere without fences and somehow manage to
make it back to the correct home in the evening for
milking. Georgians are happy that their country has
effectively dealt with corruption, is safe, and new
businesses continue to develop, along with the country.

I shared one of my favorite bible verses with a Czech
man in his native language this month, thanks to my
Czech bible.
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your
paths.”
Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV)
- Cindy Zirbel Wrucke

To support the LCMS through the work of Cindy Zirbel
Wrucke, you may send a tax deductible gift and make checks
payable to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Mark checks “Wrucke-Eurasia Support.” Or, gifts can also be
given securely online through the LCMS website, on my
online giving page at lcms.org/wrucke.
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she was always so happy, always had a smile and
a kind word. My daughter answered with two
words: “it’s Jesus” and their conversation
continued for a while. She might have planted a
seed of faith through her testimony, liveliness and
zest for life.
Christ followed up the “salt of the earth” words by
telling us we are the “light of the world” in verse
14. We should let our light shine before men. I see
that statement as letting our faith shine, much in
the same way from a Pastor’s sermon stating “put
flesh on faith.” St. Francis of Assisi is often
credited with having said: “Preach the Gospel;
when necessary, use words.”

Pass the Salt

A Devotional by Connie Streich

NIV: Matthew 5:13
You are the salt of the earth.
NIV: Colossians 4:6:
Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to
answer everyone.
Oops - excuse me! I meant to say “Please pass the
salt.” An all but empty salt shaker snagged my
attention. Random thoughts coursed through my
mind:
 “salt of the earth;”
 “taken with a grain of salt;”
 “he’s an old salt;”
 “worth one’s salt;”
 “salt it away for a rainy day.”
Also, salt adds flavoring – a seasoning, zest or
liveliness. It also acts as a preservative. Jesus called
us the “salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13) which is
not limited to the apostles or to the pastors. Jesus’
words are for all who know God our Father and
Jesus His Son, as our Savior. We, the believers,
ARE the salt of the earth.
In using our salt, we are to go out and add zest and
liveliness through our testimony – the way we live
our lives. Our actions as well as our words help salt
our lives. Others who don’t yet know Christ will
want to know what it is that “makes us tick.” A
fellow college student once asked my daughter why

I encourage you to live your life so you wouldn’t
have to think twice about the answer to this: “If
you were accused of being a Christian, is there
enough evidence to convict you?”
Not enough evidence? Then: Pass the Salt
Lord, Thank You for enabling each of us to share
our faith, spread a sprinkling of salt within our
daily lives to enrich and hopefully flavor others’
lives with encouragement and the knowledge of
You as our Savior. Amen.

July Events

August (Proposed) Events

M 02

W 01

Youth Group,
6:30pm-8:30pm at St. John’s School Gym/YG Room

Th 02

Our House Monthly Worship,
10:00am at Our House
Heritage House Monthly Worship,
11:00am at Heritage House
Writers’ Group,
6:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Board of Stewardship,
5:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Health and Wellness,
6:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Youth Group,
6:30pm-8:30pm at the Thompsons’ residence
Blood Pressure Screening,
9:00am in the Nursery
Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship,
2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena
Sisters in Christ Bible Study,
6:30pm in the Child Development Center
in the lower level
Youth Group,
6:30pm-9:30pm at Pirate’s Cove Golf Couse,
Wisconsin Dells
Church and school offices closed
Grief Ministry,
6:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Church and school offices closed

T 03

Th 05

Su 08
M 09

T 10

W 11
Th 12
M 16
T 17

W 18
Th 19
M 23
Tu 24
W 25
Th 26
M 30

Board of Stewardship,
5:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Financial Peace University,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Executive Committee,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Summer Speed and Agility Camp,
6:00pm-7:15pm in the School Gym
Our House Monthly Worship,
10:00am at Our House
Heritage House Monthly Worship,
11:00am at Heritage House
Writers’ Group,
6:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Summer Speed and Agility Camp,
6:00pm-7:15pm in the School Gym
Blood Pressure Screening,
9:00am in the Nursery
Tivoli Monthly Worship,
10:00am at Divine Savior Hospital
Financial Peace University,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Evangelism Team,
6:00pm in the Sanctuary
Columbia Healthcare Center Monthly Worship,
2:00pm at Columbia Healthcare Center, Wyocena
Sisters in Christ Bible Study,
6:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Summer Speed and Agility Camp,
6:00pm-7:15pm in the School Gym
Youth Group,
6:30pm-8:30pm at the Kohns’ residence
Summer Speed and Agility Camp,
6:00pm-7:15pm in the School Gym
Financial Peace University,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Women’s Guild,
1:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Board of Education,
5:30pm in the School Science Room
Summer Speed and Agility Camp,
6:00pm-7:15pm in the School Gym
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)
Salad Supper,
7:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Youth Group,
6:30pm-8:30pm at the Thompsons’ residence
Summer Speed and Agility Camp,
6:00pm-7:15pm in the School Gym
Financial Peace University,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Board of Elders,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Youth Group,
6:30pm-8:30pm at the Rietmanns’ residence,
Trinity and Justin will be hosting
Board of Trustees,
5:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Financial Peace University,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center

Meals on Wheels:

M 06

W 08
Su 12
T 14

W 15
Tu 16

Tu 17
T 21

W 22

Tu 28
W 29
Th 30
F 31

Women’s Guild,
1:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Board of Education,
5:30pm in the School Science Room
Music Meeting,
4:00pm in the Christian Life Center
Youth Group,
6:30pm-9:30pm at Silver Lake Beach, Portage
Board of Elders,
6:00pm in the Christian Life Center
First Day of School!
Board of Trustees,
5:30pm in the Christian Life Center
Noon Dismissal

Meals on Wheels:

July 2-6

August 13-17

Altar Guild
Marion Kophammer 608-742-2608/608-697-9679
Phyllis Zimmerman 608-745-4290

Altar Guild
Bonnie Tamminga 608-742-3164
Nancy Malloy 608-697-3314

Contact - Judy Raimer 608-742-0541

Contact - Judy Raimer 608-742-0541
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A Breakdown of Our Giving
M[y M_mori[ls
Org[n
$50.00
In M_mory of
Loris R[th_r
In Honor of
Nin[ S]hro_^_r
W__kly @nnoun]_m_nts
$30.00
In M_mory of
Loris R[th_r

Youth Group Trip
$50.00
In M_mory of
Loris R[th_r
R[^io Bro[^][st
In M_mory of
Bill L[ing
Un^_sign[t_^ M_mori[l
$100.00
In M_mory of
K[y R[^tk_
Financials are available at the
Welcome Center the 1st
Sunday a er the 3rd business day
of each month.

Young Women in Mission
Please join us for an afternoon Painting, Bible Study,
and Trivia. It’s guaranteed to be a blast! No craftiness
or craft knowledge needed! All painting supplies will
be provided! The event is FREE! No aprons will be
provided. All ages welcome and encouraged to come,
but please know there will be no babysitting
available. All events will begin at 12:30pm, with
registration from 12:00-12:30. Dates are as follows:
f
f
f

Saturdays July 28, Hope Lutheran- Fond du Lac
August 11, Divine Savior- Hartford
August 18, Good Shepherd- Tomah

Please register by 7/15/2018. Registration form can
be printed from www.lwml-swd.org. If you have
questions. please contact Amy Tikkanen 920-647-6643
or Kati Meyerhofer 414-687-3087. We hope to see
each and every one of you at one of these events!

Oﬀerings for May
Unified Fund

$53,518.97

Debt Fund

$0.00

Capital Improvements

$2,501.00

Missions

$411.00

Almoners Fund

$180.00

Orphanages

$110.00

School Tuition Relief

$797.00

Organ Fund

$50.00

Total Contributions

Youth Group
Fund Donation

$57,567.97

The Youth Group will
also be the designated
recipient of future tithing
of proceeds from
educational events and
publications that this
organization is blessed to
receive.

The Viking Group’s
Ministry & Education
Services of Portage,
Wisconsin joyfully tithes
$100.00 from recent
proceeds of an
educational event on the Humbly in His service,
topic of grief to the Youth
Group of St. John’s
Janet Van Epps, Owner
Ministries. This gift is
made in loving memory of
the following people on
behalf of their family.
Robert A. Kaiser
Orton L. Johnson
Signe L. Johnson
Karri A. Maier
Samantha K. Maier
Brian P. Maier
Brett D. Ingram

LWML Salad Supper
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) will be hosting their annual LWML Salad
Supper. All women of the congregation are invited to join LWML on Tuesday July 17th at
6:30pm in the CLC for salad and fellowship. Pastor Rod Armon will be our guest speaker. Come and learn
about comfort dogs and how they are used in God’s ministry to all ages. Bring a friend with you and a dish to
pass. If you don’t have time to make a salad just come. Always plenty of food. Dinnerware, drinks and desserts
are provided. Hope to see you there.

