
Join the St. John's Lutheran  
Ministries Schools -Official group 

for news, updates and daily  
encouragement! 

Week of 12/10/2017 

Announcements to be printed 
must be in the church office 

no later than Wednesday 
NOON.  Send all  

correspondence to  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
  

The elders listed below are available to talk with 
and pray with you. Feel free to contact us  

wherever you are with whatever you may be  
going through. We CARE and are here for you: 

 
Elder Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Elder Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 
Elder Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Elder Don Wakershauser  617-6171 
Elder Mark Witt  697-0224 

Elder Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
Head Elder Ron Mueller  369-1845 

 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT (10)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Blood Pressure Screening, Nursery 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 

MONDAY (11)  
10:00 am.  Tivoli Service, DSH 
1:00 p.m.  Military Christmas Box Packing, CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
6:00 p.m.  Evangelism Team, CLC 
 
 

TUESDAY (12) 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Class, CLC 
2:00 p.m.  Wyocena Worship 
5:00 p.m.  Basketball Boys’ B Team –vs– St. Mary’s 
 
 

WEDNESDAY (13)   
10:00 a.m. Advent Service 
4:30 p.m.  Youth Group, Gym 
5:00 p.m.  Handbells, Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Advent Service 
7:15 p.m.  Choir Practice, Balcany 
 
 

THURSDAY (14)     
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Rachel Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
5:00 p.m.  Basketball Boys’ B Team @ St. Peter’s,  
   Reedsburg 
 
 

FRIDAY (15)  
2:00 p.m.  St. John’s Writers Group, CLC 
 
 

SATURDAY (16)  
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s           
8:00 a.m.  B Boys Basketball Tournament @ St. Joseph’s, 
   Baraboo  
5:30 p.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT (17)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

 

Welcome in the name of the Lord!  
 

As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts of  
forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the 
hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the  
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in  
worship. Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If 
your child is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video 
near the restrooms.   
3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  
communing. Pastor is readily available in the narthex before worship for this 
conversation. For those with medical need, the center section of the individual 
cup trays is filled with cups of grape juice (darker color). For those that have a 
gluten intolerance, gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you 
come forward to the altar.  
4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed, encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.  
5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it  
during the worship service.  
6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us! 
 

 
We are continuing to work on 

the New Property loan. 
 

Once we pay back the loan of 
$75,000.00, we can move to 

phase two of our new 
property goals.   

 

If you wish to donate to the 
New Property loan,  
 please contact the  

church office 742-9000. 
 

Remaining Balance 
$67,468.84 

 
Thank you to all who have  

donated. 

$75,000

APR = All Purpose Room  
CLC = Christian Life Center 

CDC = St. John’s Child 
 Development Center 

 

Also listed on 
www.stjohnsportage.com 

under “calendar” link 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/775064652678872/


St. John’s Info.  
Corner 

 

Last Weekend’s Attendance:  709 
 

Unified Received: $17,336.61 
Other Contributions: $1,650.00 

 

TOTAL: $18,986.61 
 

Weekly Unified Needed: 
$13,781.00 

St_w[r^ship 
Thoughts 

 

@^v_nt 2 

 

1 Corinthians 1:7 “…so 
that you are not lack-

ing in any  
spiritual gi , as you 

wait for the revealing 
of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  The Lord sees to it that we do not lack any gi  – He 
has given us every spiritual blessing in Christ as well as every 

earthly need. He is the Provider. And we can trust Him to  
always provide for us in every way. 

 

Witness:   Christmas is a  me for celebra on. It’s Jesus’s  
birthday! The shepherds celebrated and worshiped Jesus. The 
wise men also brought gi s. Like these servants, we can  
celebrate together and invite others to rejoice with us that 
Christ has come for us. 

Together in Advent!   
 

Our midweek Advent worship will be Wednesdays at  
10:00am and 6:30pm beginning on November 29.  
The fourth part of the series will be celebrated on  

Saturday, December 23 at 5:30pm and  
Sunday, December 24 at 9:00am  

 
 
 

(Note: there is one Sunday morning service on Christmas Eve,  
December 24 with two services that evening.)  

 
 
 

In our Together in Advent worship, we celebrate together as the 
family of God the coming of his Son for our salvation. Each week 
will focus on a different activity for our “to-do list” that is centered 
on giving and sharing instead of on our cultural materialism. The 
theme verse for the entire series is: “Save us, O Lord our God, 

and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks 
to your holy name and glory in your praise” (Psalm 106:47). 

 

• Week 3: Share Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20): In this time when we 
share cookies and other treats with one another, we share joy with 
those around us that they might taste and see that the Lord is good 
to us through the birth of his Son. 
• Week 4: Wrap in Love (1 John 4:7-12): In this season of hustle 
and bustle, we move from wrapping presents to wrapping people 
in love, as Mary wrapped the Christ Child so lovingly in swaddling 
clothes. 

Do you have current expertise in Human  
Resources?  If so, please prayerfully consider joining 

a subcommittee to assist the Finance Committee. 
You won’t have to attend monthly meetings but will 
need to be available when we need some help in the 

area of Human Resources.   
Please contact Bonnie Konkel for more information.   

(e-mail: rbkonkel@gmail.com or  
telephone:  608 742 7502) 

Car puns are exhausting! 
 

We are looking for volunteers to assist 
with transporting members to church, 

doctors appointments, and other errands.  
 

If you “koalafy”, please contact the 
church office: 742-9000. 

St. John’s 5th and 6th graders will 
be Christmas caroling on  
Thursday, December 21  

from 12:45-2:30 p.m.  
We would like to visit  

congregation shut-ins and other 
members who are in walking  
distance of school. If you are  

interesting in being visited by our  
carolers please contact Mrs. Hintz 

at ghintz@stjohnsportage.com 
with the name and address of the person you would like 

us to visit, so we can plot out our singing path.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stjohnsportage.com/sermon-and-worship-podcasts 

Did you know that you can listen 
to Pastor’s sermons online?  If you 

missed one of Pastor Hovland’s  
sermons, check out our website 

and listen online.  



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS at 9:15am  
Pastor Hovland will lead Sunday Morning Bible Study with us in 
the Christian Life Center. We hope to see you there for coffee, 

fellowship, and study! 
 

 STUDY OF THE EPISTLES  
Sunday mornings at 9:15am, APR  

This class is led by Dave Tamminga. 
 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday mornings at 6:30am, CLC  
Contact Ken Manthey at 742-5216.  

 

 TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
Tuesday mornings at 9:15am, CLC  
This class is led by Pastor Hovland.  

Come a few minutes early for treats and coffee.  
 

 SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm, CDC lower level  

All women are welcome. Contact Elaine Hull at 742-2034.  
 
 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 8:00am, CLC  

 Contact Mary Loomans at 742-3972. 
 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 9:30am, CLC  

If you have questions, contact Gladys Chance at 566-1123. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY  
Saturday mornings at 7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  

The group is working through Corinthians.   
Contact Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

Portage Thrift Store Cold Weather Needs 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED.  With cold weather setting in, The 
Rainbow Shoppe, 230 West Wisconsin Street, Portage, WI 
is in need of warm clothing for both children and adults. If you 
have unneeded items in your closet, please consider donating 

to this local cause. Thrift stores rely heavily on the  
donations of others to help those in our community purchase 
much needed items at highly affordable prices. Additionally, 

proceeds from this store allow Lutheran Counseling and Family 
Services to provide mental health or substance abuse  

counseling to members of our community as well as offering  
adoption services, helping to place children into  

loving Christian homes.  Please consider dropping off any 
donations. Your simple gesture will help to make the upcoming 

winter warmer and healthier.  Thank you!   

Altar Guild Flower Fund  
If you are interested in donating toward Christmas poinsettias, please fill out the following and return to the 
church office by December 15th.  
Checks payable to St. John’s Altar Guild. Please do not place in an offering. 
 

 
A Gift In Loving Memory of:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please pray 
(Names in bold face are members of St. John’s) 

 
 
 
 
 

 Mary Banta, Roger Kershaw,  
Ellowyn Kershaw, Geri Kerl, Donna 

Stauber, Don Weideman, and  
Pastor Mark Meier (Karla). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you or someone you know would like to have your 
name added to the prayer list, please contact the 

church office. Individuals will remain for a  
2-week period.  

 
 

*Please notify the church office when one of our 
church family members is in the hospital, so that a  
pastoral visit may be made or arranged. ALSO: Please 
be sure that you have the permission of the individual 
before contacting the church office to add them to 
the public prayer list.  

Our Sunday morning  
broadcast of the previous 

 Sunday service continues at 10:00 a.m. on 
WPDR 1350 AM. Broadcasts ($50) as well as the 

order of service booklets ($30) may be  
sponsored in honor or in memory of a special 

person or occasion. 

 
 
 

This weekend’s broadcast is sponsored by the 
Women’s Guild. 

 

Get ahead of the winter blues!  
Join your sisters in Christ on Jan. 19 & 20 at the  
Holiday Inn in Fond du Lac for the LWML SWD 
Winter Getaway!  Highlights include showing the 

movie The Green Mile complete with popcorn,  
speakers, fun servant events, and more! An  

ingathering of mittens and gloves (adult and children's 
sizes), and disposable diapers and wipes will be taken! 

For details, go to lwml-swd.org and click on events/
retreats.  



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000  fax 742-7154 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Cassandra Musser, Business Manager 
cmusser@stjohnsportage.com 

Jenni See, Accountant 
jsee@stjohnsportage.com 

Catharine Daily, Office Admin 
cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30 a-3:00 p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck, Principal 
lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 

Debie Stebbins, School Coordinator 
dstebbins@stjohnsportage.com 

School Year Hours: M-F / 8:00 a-3:00 p 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
 

Debra Drew, Director 
ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
Mary Soch, Assistant Director 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
Center Hours: M-F / 6:00 a-6:00 p 

COFFEE HOUR 
Are you able to host? 
We encourage 
groups to host  
coffee hour on  
Sunday mornings 
so that individuals aren’t overwhelmed. If you are 
involved in a Bible study, board, or group that 
would like to host, please contact the church office 
to sign up!  

Monday 
Psalms 12:1-17:15 

 

Tuesday 
Psalms 18:1-22:31 

 

Wednesday 
Psalms 23:1-28:9 

 

Thursday 
Psalms 291-34:22 

Friday 
Psalms 35:1-41:13 

 

Saturday 
Psalms 42:1-47:9 

 

Sunday 
Join God’s People for 

Divine Service 

Week 45—December 10, 2017 

Everyone His Witness! 
Advent 2 

 

Romans 15:4 “For whatever was wri en in former days was 
wri en for our instruc on.” God’s Word was given to us to bless 
us. The Bible warns us of our sin and points us to Christ for our 
salva on. The Bible also instructs us as to how to live out our 

Chris ans lives – this is the “third use of the Law.” As Chris ans we 
should welcome this instruc on in humble faith: we know that 

Christ has saved us, now we want to know how to live lives of faith 
that are pleasing to Him.  

December 10: School Faculty 
December 17:  OPEN 
December 24:  NO COFFEE HOUR 
December 31:  OPEN 
January 05:  OPEN 

Volunteers Needed 
The school is in need of volunteers  
to run the scoreboard and keep the  

scorebook during basketball games here at the 
school. This year all our games will begin at 

5pm and end by 6pm on  
Tuesday and Thursday nights.  

Our boys’ season is in  
November-December  

and our girls play in January-February. 
Call the school office if you can help.  

(608) 742-9000 
The Women’s 

Guild would like to 
invite you to their  

Christmas Tea 
on Tuesday,  

December 19,  
at 1:30 in the CLC. 

We will be packing up the care packages for the 
Military Monday, December 11, at 1:00pm in the 
CLC.  We are still accepting cookies, candy, and  
monetary donations. Cookies and candy can be 

dropped off in the CLC marked “Military” by 10am 
on Monday, December 11. Monetary donations may 

be dropped off at the church office  
M-F 8:30am-3:00pm.  

 

If you have time, please come help pack boxes! 
 

Thank you  
St. John’s Military Ministry 

Christmas is right around the corner, 
have you started your Christmas  

shopping yet?    
 

Check out the website  
shopwithscrip.com.  

 

Scrip is this amazing fundraiser that we do here at St. John’s. If you 
buy groceries, clothes, gas, go out to eat, or buying Christmas presents 
you should join Scrip. Scrip cards are gift cards you order online or in 
the church office, and a percent of the order goes to St John’s  
Lutheran Ministries.  We have Scrip cards for local stores like Festival, 
Culvers, and Kwik Trip, along with many national chains. So you can help 
St John’s Lutheran Ministries while you do you day-to-day and  
Christmas shopping.  
 

Scrip has some awesome deals going on this Christmas.  
Check out the bonus summary to see all the deals.   

 

Our coordinator’s name is Jeremy Popp & the  
enrollment code number is 2E3C2LC43891L   

Thank you to my church 
family for the prayers and 

support while I’ve  
undergone some medical 

issues.  Prayers are  
powerful! 

 
-Doris Monson 



5:30 and 8:00 Worship 
 

 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn 
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”    LSB 347 
 

Invocation  LSB 203 
 

Confession and Absolution   LSB 203   
 

Kyrie   LSB 204 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 40:1‐11 
 

Epistle    Second Peter 3:8‐14 
 

Holy Gospel    Mark 1:1‐8 
 

Apostles’ Creed    LSB back cover 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”    LSB 344 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayers 
 

Preface  LSB 208 
 

Sanctus  LSB 208 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Pax Domini   LSB 209 
 

Agnus Dei    LSB 210 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”    LSB 711 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  LSB 733 
 

Nunc Dimittis    LSB 211 
 

Post‐Communion Collect 
 

Benediction    LSB 212 
 

Hymn   
“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”    LSB 917 
 
 

 
 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

10:30 Worship             
 

 

Songs 
 “My Deliverer” 
 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution                      
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 40:1‐11 
 

Epistle    Second Peter 3:8‐14 
 

Holy Gospel    Mark 1:1‐8 
 

Apostles’ Creed    LSB back cover 
   

Song 
“The Promise” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
“A King is Born” 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Distribution Song   
 “Immanuel” 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Song   
“What A Glorious Night” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 10th 
Second Sunday in Advent 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Stephenie Hovland 
 

Lectors: Dorothy Lambert (5:30) Elaine Hull (8:00); Lora Foster (10:30) 
Worship Team: Led by Lisa Tessmann and Kara Rietmann 

 
 



Old Testament Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the 
LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice 
cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. And the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is 
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of 
the field. The grass withers, the flower fades 
when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 
God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to 
the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He 
will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead those 
that are with young. 
 
 
 
 

Epistle   Second Peter 3:8-14 
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should reach repentance. But the day of 

the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that 
are done on it will be exposed. Since all these 
things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
people ought you to be in lives of holiness 
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 
and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! But according to his promise we are 
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. Therefore, 
beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace.  
 
 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger 
before your face, who will prepare your way, 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’” John appeared, baptizing in the 
wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. And he preached, saying, “After me 
comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I have baptized you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
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