
Join the St. John's Lutheran  
Ministries Schools -Official group 

for news, updates and daily  
encouragement! 

Week of 12/03/2017 

Announcements to be printed 
must be in the church office 

no later than Wednesday 
NOON.  Send all  

correspondence to  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
  

The elders listed below are available to talk with 
and pray with you. Feel free to contact us  

wherever you are with whatever you may be  
going through. We CARE and are here for you: 

 
Elder Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Elder Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 
Elder Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Elder Don Wakershauser  617-6171 
Elder Mark Witt  697-0224 

Elder Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
Head Elder Ron Mueller  369-1845 

 
 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT YEAR (03)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

MONDAY (04)  
5:00 p.m.  Board of Stewards, CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
6:30 p.m.  Health & Wellness, CLC 
 

TUESDAY (05) 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Class, CLC 
5:00 p.m.  Basketball Boys’ B Team –vs– Sacred Heart 
6:00 p.m.  Executive Committee, CLC 
6:00 p.m.  Basketball Boys’ A Team @ St. Joseph’s,  
   Baraboo 
 

WEDNESDAY (06)   
10:00 a.m. Advent Service 
5:00 p.m.  Handbells, Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Advent Service 
7:15 p.m.  Choir Practice 
 

THURSDAY (07)     
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Rachel Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
10:00 a.m. Our House Service 
2:30 p.m.  Heritage House Service 
5:00 p.m.  Basketball Boys’ B Team @ St. Joseph,  
   Baraboo 
5:00 p.m.  CDC Christmas Concert, Sanctuary 
6:00 p.m.  Basketball Boys’ A Team –vs- St. Patrick’s    

FRIDAY (08)  
 
 

SATURDAY (09)  
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s           
5:30 p.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT (10)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Blood Pressure Screening, Nursery 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

 

Welcome in the name of the Lord!  
 

As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts of  
forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the 
hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the  
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in  
worship. Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If 
your child is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video 
near the restrooms.   
3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  
communing. Pastor is readily available in the narthex before worship for this 
conversation. For those with medical need, the center section of the individual 
cup trays is filled with cups of grape juice (darker color). For those that have a 
gluten intolerance, gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you 
come forward to the altar.  
4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed, encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.  
5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it  
during the worship service.  
6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us! 
 

 
We are continuing to work on 

the New Property loan. 
 

Once we pay back the loan of 
$75,000.00, we can move to 

phase two of our new 
property goals.   

 

If you wish to donate to the 
New Property loan,  
 please contact the  

church office 742-9000. 
 

Remaining Balance 
$67,468.84 

 
Thank you to all who have  

donated. 

$75,000

APR = All Purpose Room  
CLC = Christian Life Center 

CDC = St. John’s Child 
 Development Center 

 

Also listed on 
www.stjohnsportage.com 

under “calendar” link 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/775064652678872/


St. John’s Info.  
Corner 

 

Last Weekend’s Attendance: 352  
 

Unified Received: $15,242.04 
Other Contributions: $910.00  

 

TOTAL: $16,152.04 
 

Weekly Unified Needed: 
$13,781.00 

St_w[r^ship Thoughts 
 

@^v_nt 1 

 

1 Corinthians 1:9 “God is faithful, by whom you were called 
into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  This  

faithfulness of God is our great comfort. He has made promises 
to us and He will keep them. He is kind and loving toward us 

and will not break faith with us. This gives us the confidence to 
step out in faith, to leave fear behind. So when it comes to 
following the Lord’s commandments for our daily lives, we 
know His will is best for us, because our God is faithful.  

 

Directories are in!  
If you had your picture taken or submitted a 
picture for the directory, stop by the church 

office, M-F 8:30am-3:00pm, and pick one up. 

Together in Advent!   
 

Our midweek Advent worship will be Wednesdays at  
10:00am and 6:30pm beginning on November 29.  
The fourth part of the series will be celebrated on  

Saturday, December 23 at 5:30pm and  
Sunday, December 24 at 9:00am  

 
 
 

(Note: there is one Sunday morning service on Christmas Eve,  
December 24 with two services that evening.)  

 
 
 

In our Together in Advent worship, we celebrate together as the 
family of God the coming of his Son for our salvation. Each week 
will focus on a different activity for our “to-do list” that is centered 
on giving and sharing instead of on our cultural materialism. The 
theme verse for the entire series is: “Save us, O Lord our God, 

and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks 
to your holy name and glory in your praise” (Psalm 106:47). 

 
 
 

• Week 2: Send Peace (Micah 5:2-5a): Beyond sending cards to 
loved ones this Advent season, we do all we can as the family of 
God to send peace to one another because the Prince of Peace is on 
his way.  
• Week 3: Share Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20): In this time when we 
share cookies and other treats with one another, we share joy with 
those around us that they might taste and see that the Lord is good 
to us through the birth of his Son. 
• Week 4: Wrap in Love (1 John 4:7-12): In this season of hustle 
and bustle, we move from wrapping presents to wrapping people 
in love, as Mary wrapped the Christ Child so lovingly in swaddling 
clothes. 

Do you have current expertise in Human  
Resources?  If so, please prayerfully consider joining 

a subcommittee to assist the Finance Committee. 
You won’t have to attend monthly meetings but will 
need to be available when we need some help in the 

area of Human Resources.   
Please contact Bonnie Konkel for more information.   

(e-mail: rbkonkel@gmail.com or  
telephone:  608 742 7502) 

Car puns are exhausting! 
 

We are looking for volunteers to assist 
with transporting members to church, 

doctors appointments, and other errands.  
 

If you “koalafy”, please contact the 
church office: 742-9000. 



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS at 9:15am  
Pastor Hovland will lead Sunday Morning Bible Study with us in 
the Christian Life Center. We hope to see you there for coffee, 

fellowship, and study! 
 

 STUDY OF THE EPISTLES  
Sunday mornings at 9:15am, APR  

This class is led by Dave Tamminga. 
 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday mornings at 6:30am, CLC  
Contact Ken Manthey at 742-5216.  

 

 TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
Tuesday mornings at 9:15am, CLC  
This class is led by Pastor Hovland.  

Come a few minutes early for treats and coffee.  
 

 SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm, CDC lower level  

All women are welcome. Contact Elaine Hull at 742-2034.  
 
 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 8:00am, CLC  

 Contact Mary Loomans at 742-3972. 
 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 9:30am, CLC  

If you have questions, contact Gladys Chance at 566-1123. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY  
Saturday mornings at 7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  

The group is working through Corinthians.   
Contact Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

St. John’s Lutherans for Life would like to inform 
you of a new way to help promote Life: the 
Choose Life  Wisconsin license plate. The   

additional money you invest in this license plate 
will be made available exclusively to  pro-life 
pregnancy resource centers located throughout 

our state via a simple grant request.  For this plate to remain an option for 
Wisconsinites, at least 500 plates need to be in circulation at any given 

time! Help Choose Life TODAY!  For  information go to  
chooselifewisconsin.org or call 608.216.9930.  Choose Life Wisconsin, 
Inc. seeks to help Wisconsin’s valuable Pregnancy Resource Centers 

(PRC) continue their lifesaving work in The Badger State. From  
pregnancy counseling to providing free ultrasounds for expectant 

mothers, to assisting mothers with adoption, Wisconsin’s PRCs every 
day provide critical services that must be sustained. 

Altar Guild Flower Fund  
If you are interested in donating toward Christmas poinsettias, please fill out the following and return to the 
church office by December 15th.  
Checks payable to St. John’s Altar Guild. Please do not place in an offering. 
 

 
A Gift In Loving Memory of:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please pray 
(Names in bold face are members of St. John’s) 

 
 
 
 
 

 Mary Banta, Roger Kershaw,  
Ellowyn Kershaw, Doris Monson, 

Geri Kerl, and Tiffany Veach, 
daughter of  

Ken and Marilyn Baars 
 

 
 
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you or someone you know would like to have your 
name added to the prayer list, please contact the 

church office. Individuals will remain for a  
2-week period.  

 
 

*Please notify the church office when one of our 
church family members is in the hospital, so that a  
pastoral visit may be made or arranged. ALSO: Please 
be sure that you have the permission of the individual 
before contacting the church office to add them to 
the public prayer list.  

Our Sunday morning  
broadcast of the previous 

 Sunday service continues at 10:00 a.m. on 
WPDR 1350 AM. Broadcasts ($50) as well as the 

order of service booklets ($30) may be  
sponsored in honor or in memory of a special 

person or occasion. 

 
 
 

This weekend’s broadcast is sponsored by the 
Women’s Guild. 

 

Get ahead of the winter blues!  
Join your sisters in Christ on Jan. 19 & 20 at the  
Holiday Inn in Fond du Lac for the LWML SWD 
Winter Getaway!  Highlights include showing the 

movie The Green Mile complete with popcorn,  
speakers, fun servant events, and more! An  

ingathering of mittens and gloves (adult and children's 
sizes), and disposable diapers and wipes will be taken! 

For details, go to lwml-swd.org and click on events/
retreats.  



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000  fax 742-7154 
Rev. Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Cassandra Musser, Business Manager 
cmusser@stjohnsportage.com 

Jenni See, Accountant 
jsee@stjohnsportage.com 

Catharine Daily, Office Admin 
cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30 a-3:00 p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
Luke Beck, Principal 

lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 
Debie Stebbins, School Coordinator 

dstebbins@stjohnsportage.com 
School Year Hours: M-F / 8:00 a-3:00 p 

St. John’s Child Development Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
Debra Drew, Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
Mary Soch, Assistant Director 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
Center Hours: M-F / 6:00 a-6:00 p 

COFFEE HOUR 
Are you able to host? 
We encourage 
groups to host  
coffee hour on  
Sunday mornings 
so that individuals 
aren’t overwhelmed. If you are involved in a Bible 
study, board, or group that would like to host, 
please contact the church office to sign up!  

Monday  
Job 32:1-34:37 

 

Tuesday  
Job 35:1-37:24 

Wednesday  
Job 38:1-41:34 

Thursday 
Job 42:1-17 

Friday  
Psalms 1:1-6:10 

Saturday  
Psalms 7:1-11:7 

Sunday  
Join God’s People for 

Divine Service 

Week 44—December 03, 2017 

Everyone His Witness!
Advent 1 

Jeremiah 23:6 “And this is the name by which He will be called: 
‘The LORD is our righteousness.’” Jesus is our righteousness, our 
jus fica on, our all. In Jesus we are forgiven and receive every 
blessing from the Father. This knowledge sets us free to live as 
children of the Heavenly Father without fear. Freed from the  

supposed need to jus fy ourselves, food works can be done by us 
for the right reason: to thank God and to serve our neighbor.  

December 03:  Boys’ B Team 
Basketball 

December 10: School Faculty 
December 17:  OPEN 
December 24:  NO COFFEE HOUR
December 31:  OPEN 

It is time again to send 
military boxes so they 
will arrive in time for 
Christmas.  These boxes 

have been very much  
appreciated in the past.  

We will be accepting  
cookies, candy, and  
monetary donations.  

Cookies and candy can be 
dropped off in the CLC marked “Military” 
close to the time of packing. Monetary  

donations may be dropped off at the church  
office M-F 8:30am-3:00pm.  

Please come help pack boxes  
Monday, December 11, at 1:00pm  
in the Christian Life Center.  

Thank you  
St. John’s Military Ministry 

Volunteers Needed 
The school is in need of volunteers  
to run the scoreboard and keep the  

scorebook during basketball games here 
at the school. This year all our games will 

begin at 5pm and end by 6pm on  
Tuesday and Thursday nights.  

Our boys’ season is in  
November-December  

and our girls play in January-February. 
Call the school office if you can help.  

(608) 742-9000

We have a new Facebook group 
for our School and CDC! 

St. John's Lutheran  
Ministries Schools -Official

Just click the link above to join our group to see 
what those crazy kids at the school and CDC are 

up to. 

I would like to thank 
everyone that made  

Advent by  
Candlelight such an  
inspiring, uplifting  
ladies’ night out.   

A great way to start the  
Christmas season.  

Blessings 
Bonnie Mulhern 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/775064652678872/


8:00 Worship 
 

 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn 
“Savior of the Nations, Come”    LSB 332 sts. 1‐4 
 

Baptism of Gavin Stewart Jonas  LSB 268 
 

Invocation  LSB 203 
 

Confession and Absolution   LSB 203   
 

Kyrie   LSB 204 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 64:1‐9 
 

Epistle    First Corinthians 1:3‐9 
 

Holy Gospel    Mark 11:1‐10 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“Savior of the Nations, Come”    LSB 332 sts. 5‐8 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayers 
 

Preface  LSB 208 
 

Sanctus  LSB 208 
 

The Words of Our Lord   
 

Pax Domini   LSB 209 
 

Agnus Dei    LSB 210 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 “Prepare the Royal Highway”    LSB 343 
“Jerusalem, My Happy Home”  LSB 673 
 

Nunc Dimittis    LSB 211 
 

Post‐Communion Collect 
 

Benediction    LSB 212 
 

Hymn   
“The Advent of Our King”    LSB 331 
 
 

 
 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

10:30 Worship             
 

 

Songs 
 “Bethlehem” 
 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution                      
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 64:1‐9 
 

Epistle    First Corinthians 1:3‐9 
 

Holy Gospel    Mark 11:1‐10 
 

Nicene Creed    LSB back cover 
   

Song 
“He’s Coming” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Distribution Song   
 “Here With Us” 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Song   
“It’s Christmas” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

December 3rd 
First Sunday in Advent 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Mary Loomans 
 

Lectors: Becky Williams (8:00); Hannah Weideman (10:30) 
Worship Team: Led by Lisa Tessmann and Kara Rietmann 

 
 



Old Testament Isaiah 64:1-9 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and 
come down, that the mountains might 
quake at your presence— as when fire 
kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil—to make your name known 
to your adversaries, and that the nations 
might tremble at your presence! When 
you did awesome things that we did not 
look for, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. From of old no 
one has heard or perceived by the ear, no 
eye has seen a God besides you, who acts 
for those who wait for him. You meet him 
who joyfully works righteousness, those 
who remember you in your ways. Behold, 
you were angry, and we sinned; in our 
sins we have been a long time, and shall 
we be saved? We have all become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a polluted garment. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away. There is no one who 
calls upon your name, who rouses himself 
to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have made us melt 
in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O 
LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, 
and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. Be not so terribly 
angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity 
forever. Behold, please look, we are all 
your people. 
 
 

Epistle   First Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because 
of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, that in every way you were 
enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge— even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you— so 
that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to 
the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 11:1-10 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, 
to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 
and said to them, “Go into the village in 
front of you, and immediately as you 
enter it you will find a colt tied, on which 
no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 
If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will 
send it back here immediately.’” And they 
went away and found a colt tied at a door 
outside in the street, and they untied it. 
And some of those standing there said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the 
colt?” And they told them what Jesus had 
said, and they let them go. And they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many 
spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they 
had cut from the fields. And those who 
went before and those who followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is 
the coming kingdom of our father David! 
Hosanna in the highest!” 
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