
Join the St. John’s  
Lutheran Ministries group 
for news, updates and 
daily encouragement! 

Week of 11/19/2017 

Announcements to be printed 
must be in the church office 

no later than Wednesday 
NOON.  Send all  

correspondence to  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
  

The elders listed below are available to talk with 
and pray with you. Feel free to contact us  

wherever you are with whatever you may be  
going through. We CARE and are here for you: 

 
Elder Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Elder Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 
Elder Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Elder Don Wakershauser  617-6171 
Elder Mark Witt  697-0224 

Elder Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
Head Elder Ron Mueller  369-1845 

  

 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (19)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, Gym 
10:30 a.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

MONDAY (20)  
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
6:30 p.m.  Financial Peace University, CLC 
 

TUESDAY (21) 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Class, CLC 
1:30 p.m.  Women’s Guild, CLC 
5:00 p.m.  Basketball Boy’s B Team @ St. Mary’s 
5:30 p.m.  School Board, Science Room 
5:15 p.m.  Handbells, Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Choir Practice, Balcony 
 

WEDNESDAY (22)   
6:30 p.m.  Thanksgiving Service 
 

THURSDAY (23)    Happy Thanksgiving 
Office is closed 
 
 

FRIDAY (24)  
Office is closed 
 
 

SATURDAY (25)  
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s           
5:30 p.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR (26)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
10:30 a.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
11:30 a.m.  Decorating Advent by Candlelight,  
    CLC 
 
 
 

APR = All Purpose Room; CLC = Christian Life Center 
CDC = St. John’s Child Development Center 
Also listed on www.stjohnsportage.com under “calendar” link 
 

Welcome in the name of the Lord!  
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts of  

forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the 
hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the  
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in  
worship. Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If 
your child is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video 
near the restrooms.   
3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  
communing. Pastor is readily available in the narthex before worship for this 
conversation. For those with medical need, the center section of the individual 
cup trays is filled with cups of grape juice (darker color). For those that have a 
gluten intolerance, gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you 
come forward to the altar.  
4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed, encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.  
5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it  
during the worship service.  
6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us! 
 

 

We are continuing to work on 
the New Property loan. 

 
Once we pay back the loan of 
$75,000.00, we can move to 

phase two of our new 
property goals.   

 

If you wish to donate to the 
New Property loan,  
 please contact the  

church office 742-9000. 
 

Remaining Balance 
$70,038.84 

 
Thank you to all who have  

donated. 

$75,000



St. John’s Info.  
Corner 

 

Last Weekend’s Attendance: 326 
 

Unified Received: $15,675.00 
Other Contributions: $2,392.00  

 

TOTAL: $18,067.00 
 

Weekly Unified Needed: 
$13,781.00 

St_w[r^ship 
Thoughts 

 

Prop_r 28 

 

Ma hew 25:30 “And cast 
the worthless servant into 
our outer darkness.” Why 

did the worthless servant act the way he did? Because of 
what he believed about the Master. He didn’t trust or 

love the Master – and so his ac ons did not demonstrate 
love and trust, but rather hate and mistrust. It’s the same 
with us, but in reverse: since we know our Lord God to 
be faithful! And kind, we desire to serve Him and render 

faithful service with what He has given us.    
 
 
 

Witness: We are about to enter winter – the season of 
the year when everything in nature seems to die or at 
least go dormant. However, in a few months we will  

experience spring me when nature springs back to life. 
That is a descrip on of the way it is in our lives as we 

grow older. Because of our hope in Christ, we believe that 
the best is yet to come. That’s the kind of hope that  

people around us need to hear. 

Save The Date! 
December 2, 5:30pm  

service. The school choirs, 
Worship Team,  

Handbells, and the Adult 
Choir invite you to the 

annual Christmas 
Concert.  Come and join 
in the celebration of the 

birth of our Savior.  

Volunteers Needed 
The school is in need of volunteers  
to run the scoreboard and keep the  

scorebook during basketball games here at 
the school. This year all our games will 

begin at 5pm and end by 6pm on  
Tuesday and Thursday nights.  

Our boys’ season is in November-December  
and our girls play in  January-February. 
Call the school office if you can help.  

(608) 742-9000 

Directories are in!  
If you had your picture taken or submitted a picture 

for the directory, stop by the church office, M-F 
8:30am-3:00pm, and pick one up. 

Together in Advent!   
 

Our midweek Advent worship will be Wednesdays at  
10:00am and 6:30pm beginning on November 29.  
The fourth part of the series will be celebrated on  

Saturday, December 23 at 5:30pm and  
Sunday, December 24 at 9:00am  

 

(Note: there is one Sunday morning service on Christmas Eve,  
December 24 with two services that evening.)  

 

In our Together in Advent worship, we celebrate together as the 
family of God the coming of his Son for our salvation. Each week 
will focus on a different activity for our “to-do list” that is centered 
on giving and sharing instead of on our cultural materialism. The 
theme verse for the entire series is: “Save us, O Lord our God, 

and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks 
to your holy name and glory in your praise” (Psalm 106:47). 

 

• Week 1: Be Present (Malachi 3:1-7): Instead of spending all our 
time in Advent buying presents, we in God’s family set aside space 
to be present for one another, as Christ is coming to be present 
with us. 
• Week 2: Send Peace (Micah 5:2-5a): Beyond sending cards to 
loved ones this Advent season, we do all we can as the family of 
God to send peace to one another because the Prince of Peace is on 
his way.  
• Week 3: Share Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20): In this time when we 
share cookies and other treats with one another, we share joy with 
those around us that they might taste and see that the Lord is good 
to us through the birth of his Son. 
• Week 4: Wrap in Love (1 John 4:7-12): In this season of hustle 
and bustle, we move from wrapping presents to wrapping people 
in love, as Mary wrapped the Christ Child so lovingly in swaddling 
clothes. 

Let the children come to Jesus! 
We are working on updating our quiet bags 
for the kids.   We hope to purchase some 

new children’s books written by  
Stephenie Hovland, coloring books,  

notebooks, and other items.  If you would 
like to make a donation please stop by the 

church office, M-F 8:30am-3:00pm. 



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS at 9:15am  
Pastor Hovland will lead Sunday Morning Bible Study with us in 
the Christian Life Center. We hope to see you there for coffee, 

fellowship, and study! 
 

 STUDY OF THE EPISTLES  
Sunday mornings at 9:15am, APR  

This class is led by Dave Tamminga. 
 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday mornings at 6:30am, CLC  
Contact Ken Manthey at 742-5216.  

 

 TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
Tuesday mornings at 9:15am, CLC  
This class is led by Pastor Hovland.  

Come a few minutes early for treats and coffee.  
 

 SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm, CDC lower level  

All women are welcome. Contact Elaine Hull at 742-2034.  
 
 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 8:00am, CLC  

 Contact Mary Loomans at 742-3972. 
 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 9:30am, CLC  

If you have questions, contact Gladys Chance at 566-1123. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY  
Saturday mornings at 7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  

The group is working through Corinthians.   
Contact Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

Advent by Candle Light 
 

Monday, November 27th, all ladies of  
St. John’s are invited to a special  

evening of fellowship and inspira on to help  
prepare us for the Advent season.  Please join us from 
6pm to 8pm for an evening of fun. Please sign up at the 

church Welcome Center, as sea ng is  
limited to 40 guests. For more informa on, please  

Contact Tammy Conley @ 715‐213‐7718. 

St. John’s Lutherans for Life would like to inform 
you of a new way to help promote Life: the 
Choose Life  Wisconsin license plate. The   

additional money you invest in this license plate 
will be made available exclusively to  pro-life 
pregnancy resource centers located throughout 

our state via a simple grant request.  For this plate to remain an option for 
Wisconsinites, at least 500 plates need to be in circulation at any given 

time! Help Choose Life TODAY!  For  information go to  
chooselifewisconsin.org or call 608.216.9930.  Choose Life Wisconsin, 
Inc. seeks to help Wisconsin’s valuable Pregnancy Resource Centers 

(PRC) continue their lifesaving work in The Badger State. From  
pregnancy counseling to providing free ultrasounds for expectant 

mothers, to assisting mothers with adoption, Wisconsin’s PRCs every 
day provide critical services that must be sustained. 

Altar Guild Flower Fund  
If you are interested in donating toward Christmas poinsettias, please fill out the following and return to 
the church office by December 15th.  
Checks payable to St. John’s Altar Guild. Please do not place in an offering. 
 

 
A Gift In Loving Memory of:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please pray 
(Names in bold face are members of St. John’s) 

 
 
 
 
 

 Roger Kershaw,  
Donna Stauber, Don Mell, and  

Doris Monson 
 

 
 
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you or someone you know would like to have your 
name added to the prayer list, please contact the 

church office. Individuals will remain for a  
2-week period.  

 
 

*Please notify the church office when one of our 
church family members is in the hospital, so that a  
pastoral visit may be made or arranged. ALSO: Please 
be sure that you have the permission of the individual 
before contacting the church office to add them to 
the public prayer list.  

Our Sunday morning  
broadcast of the previous 

 Sunday service continues at 10:00 a.m. on 
WPDR 1350 AM. Broadcasts ($50) as well as the 

order of service booklets ($30) may be  
sponsored in honor or in memory of a special 

person or occasion.   
 

This weekend’s broadcast and  
service booklets are dedicated in the memory of 

Frank Zaske. 

Special thanks to Pastor Hovland for his spiritual guidance 
and wonderful services.  Also to our church family for all the 

love and kindness.  The women's guild for the great lunch 
and especially everyone's prayers and cards. 

-Family of Russ Schultz 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000  fax 742-7154 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Cassandra Musser, Business Manager 
cmusser@stjohnsportage.com 

Jenni See, Accountant 
jsee@stjohnsportage.com 

Catharine Daily, Office Admin 
cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30 a-3:00 p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck, Principal 
lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 

Debie Stebbins, School Coordinator 
dstebbins@stjohnsportage.com 

School Year Hours: M-F / 8:00 a-3:00 p 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
 

Debra Drew, Director 
ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
Mary Soch, Assistant Director 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
Center Hours: M-F / 6:00 a-6:00 p 

COFFEE HOUR 
Are you able to host? 
We encourage groups 
to host coffee hour on  
Sunday mornings so 
that individuals aren’t  
overwhelmed. If you 
are involved in a Bible study, board, or group that 
would like to host, please contact the church office 
to sign up!  
 

Monday 
Job 2:1-3:26 

 

Tuesday 
Job 4:1-5:27 

 

Wednesday 
Job 6:1-7:21 

 

Thursday 
Job 8:1-10:22 

Friday 
Job 11:1-12:25 

 

Saturday 
Job 13:1-14:22 

 

Sunday 
Join God’s People for 

Divine Service 

Week 42—November 19, 2017 

Everyone His Witness! 
Proper 28 

 

Matthew 25:14-30:  Jesus again teaches us about His Kingdom with 
a parable but as He does - He reveals two diametrically different 

understandings about the Master, the Creator and Giver of all 
things: one where the receiver of the talents sees the Master as a 

generous giver and invests the talents with joy in the “business” of 
the Master; the other where the receiver of the talent sees the  

Master as hard and stingy and therefore hides the talent in fear of 
the Master.  As a steward of all that God has given you, how do you 
see the Giver?  If you see Him as hard, stingy, unfair in comparison 
to what others have and question His giving to you, you will never 

steward with the joy that God intended.  But, if you believe that God 
gave you exactly the talent and the blessings and has in mind the 
purpose for His Kingdom that He has intended through you, you 
will go about your daily tasks with joy and contentment and you 

will rejoice to hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful  
servant!”  May God fill your heart and life with this trust and joy 

going about the stewardship of your Master’s business. 

November 19: OPEN 
November 26: OPEN 
December 03:  Boys B Team 
   Basketball 
December 10: School Faculty 
December 17:  OPEN 
 

Wednesday, November 22nd 
 at 6:30pm 

It is time again to send 
military boxes so they 
will arrive in time for 

Christmas.  If you have a 
family or extended family 
member in the serving in 
the military, please call 
745-4669 or the church  
office, 742-9000 with 
their address before  

December 1, 2017.  These boxes have been 
very much appreciated in the past.  We will 
be accepting cookies, candy, and monetary  

donations. Cookies and candy can be dropped 
off in the CLC marked “Military” 
close to the time of  packing. 

Monetary donations may be dropped 
off at the church  

office M-F 8:30am-3:00pm. Please 
come help pack boxes Monday,  
December 11, at 1:00pm in the 

Christian Life Center.  
Thank you  

St. John’s Military Ministry 
Altar flowers were placed to the glory of God by 

Idella Anacker in memory of  
Garth Anacker, whose birthday is 

November 23. 

Thank you to Amanda Bell for thinking of 
us and purchasing $250.00 worth of  

sunscreen. The donation is very helpful to 
our program as we go through a lot of  

sunscreen with over 35 children in summer 
camp and 65 children in the center.  

God Bless!  
-St. John’s CDC 

There will be no Sunday School on November 26th. 



5:30 & 8:00 Worship 
 
 

8:00 only Adult Choir‐ “The Lord Is In His Holy Temple” 
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn 
“Lord, to You I Make Confession”    LSB 608 
 

Invocation  LSB 184 
 

Confession and Absolution   LSB 184   
 

5:30 only Kyrie   LSB 186 
 

5:30 only Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

8:00 only Adult Choir‐ “Ye Sons of God” 
 

First Reading     Zephaniah 1:7‐16 
 

Epistle    1 Thessalonians 5:1‐11 
 

Holy Gospel    Matthew 25:14‐30 
 

Nicene Creed    LSB back cover 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”    LSB 411 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

8:00 only Special Music‐ “His Eye is on the Sparrow” 
 

Offertory  LSB 192 
 

Prayers 
 

Preface  LSB 194 
 

Sanctus  LSB 195 
 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 
 

Pax Domini / Agnus Dei    LSB 197 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 “O Worship the King”    LSB 804 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  LSB 733 
 

Nunc Dimittis    LSB 199 
 

Post‐Communion Collect 
 

Benediction    LSB 202 
 

Hymn   
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”    LSB 660 
 
 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 
2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

10:30 Worship             
 

Songs 
“Shine on Us”, “My Hope is in You” 
 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution                      
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

First Reading     Zephaniah 1:7‐16 
 

Epistle    1 Thessalonians 5:1‐11 
 

Holy Gospel    Matthew 25:14‐30 
 

Nicene Creed    LSB back cover 
   

Song 
“Be Still and Know” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
“There is a Redeemer” 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Distribution Song   
 “Sanctuary” 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Song   
“Our God” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 18th and 19th  
Twenty‐Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Sara Jakeman 
 

Lectors: Marilyn Baars (5:30); Kris Winkelman (8:00);  
Don Weideman (10:30) 

Worship Team: Led by Lisa Tessmann and Kara Rietmann 
Special Music: Kathy Gerstenkorn; Solo by Lois Persson 



First Reading Zephaniah 1:7-16 
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the 
LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and 
consecrated his guests. And on the day of the LORD’s 
sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king’s 
sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the 
threshold, and those who fill their master’s house 
with violence and fraud. “On that day,” declares the 
LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail 
from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders 
are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. At 
that time I will search  Jerusalem with lamps, and I will 
punish the men who are complacent, those who say 
in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he 
do ill.’ Their goods shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they 
shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, 
they shall not drink wine from them.” The great day 
of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the 
sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty 
man cries aloud there. A day of wrath is that day, a 
day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and 
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the 
lofty battlements. 
 
 
 
 

Epistle   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, 
you have no need to have anything written to you. 
For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people 
are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of 
light, children of the day. We are not of the night or 
of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others 
do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, 
are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For 
God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 

us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might 
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 25:14-30 
“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who 
called his servants and entrusted to them his 
property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, 
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 
he went away. He who had received the five talents 
went at once and traded with them, and he made five 
talents more. So also he who had the two talents 
made two talents more. But he who had received the 
one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. Now after a long time the master of 
those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
And he who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, 
you delivered to me five talents; here I have made 
five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 
a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 
your master.’ And he also who had the two talents 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He 
also who had received the one talent came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 
where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have 
not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 
Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
what was my own with interest. So take the talent 
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 
will have an abundance. But from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast 
the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
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