
Join the St. John’s  
Lutheran Ministries group 
for news, updates and 
daily encouragement! 

Week of 11/05/2017 

Announcements to be printed 
must be in the church office 

no later than Wednesday 
NOON.  Send all  

correspondence to  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
  

The elders listed below are available to talk with 
and pray with you. Feel free to contact us  

wherever you are with whatever you may be  
going through. We CARE and are here for you: 

 
Elder Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Elder Robert Griepentrog  566-9810 
Elder Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Elder Don Wakershauser  617-6171 
Elder Mark Witt  697-0224 

Elder Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
Head Elder Ron Mueller  369-1845 

  

ALL SAINTS’ DAY (05)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, Gym 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
MONDAY (06)  
5:00 p.m.  Board of Stewards, CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
6:00 p.m.  Financial Peace University, CLC 
6:30 p.m.  Health & Wellness, CLC 
 
TUESDAY (07) 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
6:00 p.m.  Executive Committee, CLC 
 
WEDNESDAY (08)   
10:00 a.m. Chapel, 3rd grade leads 
4:30 p.m.  Youth Group, Gym 
5:00 p.m.  Handbells, Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Confirmation Class, CLC 
6:30 p.m.  Choir Practice, Balcony 
 
THURSDAY (09) 
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Rachel Bible Class, CLC 
9:30 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, DHS 
 
FRIDAY (10)  
 
SATURDAY (11)  
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s           
5:30 p.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (12)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:00 a.m.  Blood Pressure Screenings, Nursery 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, Gym 
10:30 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APR = All Purpose Room; CLC = Christian Life Center 
CDC = St. John’s Child Development Center 
Also listed on www.stjohnsportage.com under “calendar” link 
 

Welcome in the name of the Lord!  
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts of  

forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found in the 
hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the  
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in  
worship. Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If 
your child is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video 
near the restrooms.   
3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  
communing. Pastor is readily available in the narthex before worship for this 
conversation. For those with medical need, the center section of the individual 
cup trays is filled with cups of grape juice (darker color). For those that have a 
gluten intolerance, gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you 
come forward to the altar.  
4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed, encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.  
5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it  
during the worship service.  
6) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us! 
 

Russell Kopfhamer 
Nov. 23, 2016 

 

Frank Budka 
Nov. 30, 2016 

 

Eva Fredrick 
Dec. 18, 2016 

 

Marian Robinson 
Dec. 23, 2016 

 

Joyce Mael 
Dec. 25, 2016 

 

Raymond Johnson 
Dec. 28, 2016 

 

Gladys Port 
Jan. 15, 2017 

 

Betty Kottka 
Apr. 22, 2017 

 

Gary Johnson 
Apr. 25, 2017 

 

John Dreyer 
Apr. 26, 2017 

 

Nancy Mientke 
May 3, 2017 

 

Alfred Anacker 
May 18, 2017 

 

Florence Baerwolf 
Jun. 22, 2017 

 
 

Donald “Dean” Summers 
Jul. 23, 2017 

 

Violet Manthey 
Jul. 31, 2017 

 

Doris Hoffman 
Aug. 22, 2017 

 

Michael Mael 
Aug. 27, 2017 

 

Dorothy Haynes 
Sept. 19, 2017 

 

Robert Kleist 
Sept. 28, 2017 

 

Ruth Schultz 
Oct. 10, 2017 

 

Sheldon Zimmerman 
Oct. 21, 2017 

 

Linda Packard 
Oct. 25, 2017 

 

Russell Schultz 
Oct. 30, 2017 

 

Glenn Marten 
Oct. 31, 2017 

Faithful Departed 



St. John’s Info.  
Corner 

 

Last Weekend’s Attendance: 366 
 

Unified Received: $11,998.55 
Other Contributions: $1,213.88  

 

TOTAL: $13,212.43 

Weekly Unified Needed: 
$13,781.00 

Please pray 
(Names in bold face are members of St. John’s) 

 
 
 
 
 

 Robert Kershaw, Geri Kerl, 
The family of Sheldon Zimmerman 

The family of Linda Packard 
The family of Mary Licht 

The family of Russell Schultz 
The family of Glenn Martens 

 
 
 
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you or someone you know would like to have your name 
added to the prayer list, please contact the church office. 
Individuals will remain for a 2-week period.  
 

Please keep us updated on a regular basis. 
 

*Please notify the church office when one of our church  
family members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may 
be made or arranged. ALSO: Please be sure that you have 
the permission of the individual before contacting the church 
office to add them to the public prayer list.  

St_w[r^ship 
Thoughts 

 

@ll S[ints’ D[y 

 

Ma hew 5:7 “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive 

mercy.”  This is one of many Bible passages that remind 
us that we reap what we sow. Likewise, what God puts 
into us (His own love, mercy, kindness, and generosity)  
flows back out of us. For it all stars with His self‐giving!  
 

Witness: The saints of God throughout the ages are like 
the people Jesus calls “blessed” in Ma hew 5. They are 
people who become more and more like their beloved 

Savior and give freely of themselves to make life sweeter 
for others. We are privileged to follow their lead and 

bring joy and hope to others around us. 

There is a date change and time change for the November 
LWML meeting.  We will meet Tuesday November 14th at 

6:30pm.  The project for the night is making Christmas 
cards that will be given to different places in the  

community.  All women are invited to join us for fun in  
creating cards that will tell of Jesus’ birth and for  

fellowship.  Materials for the cards will be supplied, or you 
can bring supplies with you. 

Save The Date! 
December 2, 5:30pm  

Service. The school choirs, 
Worship Team, Handbells, 
and the Adult Choir invite 

you to the annual  
Christmas Concert.  Come 
and join in the celebration 
of the birth of our Savior.  

Portage Thrift Store Cold Weather Needs 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED.  With cold weather setting 
in, The Rainbow Shoppe, 230 West Wisconsin 

Street, Portage, WI is in need of warm clothing for 
both children and adults. If you have unneeded 

items in your closet, please consider donating to this 
local cause. Thrift stores rely heavily on the  

donations of others to help those in our community 
purchase much needed items at highly affordable 
prices. Additionally, proceeds from this store allow 

Lutheran Counseling and Family Services to provide 
mental health or substance abuse counseling to 
members of our community as well as offering  

adoption services, helping to place children into  
loving Christian homes.  Please consider dropping 
off any donations. Your simple gesture will help to 
make the upcoming winter warmer and healthier.   

Thank you!   
 

Contact LCFS at 414-536-8333 or 800-291-4513. 

The roses on the altar flower stands were placed by the 
altar guild flower fund in memory of our members who 

have gone to be with our Lord and Savior this past year.  
Those family members who would like to, may pick up 
one rose after the 10:30am service in memory of their 

loved ones.  

Wednesday, November 22nd 
 at 6:30pm 



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS at 9:15am  
Pastor Hovland will lead Sunday Morning Bible Study with us in 
the Christian Life Center. We hope to see you there for coffee, 

fellowship, and study! 
 

 STUDY OF THE EPISTLES  
Sunday mornings at 9:15am, APR  

This class is led by Dave Tamminga. 
 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday mornings at 6:30am, CLC  
Contact Ken Manthey at 742-5216.  

 

 TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
Tuesday mornings at 9:15am, CLC  
This class is led by Pastor Hovland.  

Come a few minutes early for treats and coffee.  
 

 SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm, CDC lower level  

All women are welcome. Contact Elaine Hull at 742-2034.  
 
 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 8:00am, CLC  

 Contact Mary Loomans at 742-3972. 
 

RACHEL BIBLE STUDY  
Thursday mornings at 9:30am, CLC  

If you have questions, contact Gladys Chance at 566-1123. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY  
Saturday mornings at 7:00am, Dino’s in Portage  

The group is working through Corinthians.   
Contact Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

Our Sunday morning  
broadcast of the previous 

 Sunday service continues at 10:00 
a.m. on WPDR 1350 AM. Broadcasts 
($50) as well as the order of service 
booklets ($30) may be sponsored in 

honor or in memory of a special 
person or occasion.   

Attention walkers!   
The Walkie Talkies has moved from the levee to 
the hospital tunnel. We meet Mondays at 5:30pm 

and Thursdays at 9:30am at the hospital main  
entrance info desk.  Now is a good time to join us. 

All are welcome! 

 
 

Advent by Candle Light 
 

Monday, November 27th, all ladies of  
St. John’s are invited to a special even‐
ing of fellowship and inspira on to help  

prepare us for the Advent season.  
Please join us from 6 to 8pm for an 
evening of fun. Please sign up at the 
church Welcome Center, as sea ng is 

limited to 40 guests. 
For more informa on, please contact 

Tammy Conley @ 715‐213‐7718 

Orphan Grain 
Quilts 

 
 
 

The quilts will be on display November 12th.     
We have made 425 quilts for donations to the Orphan 

Grain Train and other missions. 
 

Thank you to the big hearts who gave fabric and  
money to our project.   

 

We will be taking a break and will continue on a 
smaller scale. 

 

Thank you 
Shirley, Lois, Elaine, and Diane  



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000  fax 742-7154 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Cassandra Musser, Business Manager 
cmusser@stjohnsportage.com 

Jenni See, Accountant 
jsee@stjohnsportage.com 

Catharine Daily, Office Admin 
cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30 a-3:00 p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck, Principal 
lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 

Debie Stebbins, School Coordinator 
dstebbins@stjohnsportage.com 

School Year Hours: M-F / 8:00 a-3:00 p 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
 

Debra Drew, Director 
ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
Mary Soch, Assistant Director 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
Center Hours: M-F / 6:00 a-6:00 p 

COFFEE HOUR 
Are you able to host? 
We encourage groups 
to host coffee hour on  
Sunday mornings so 
that individuals aren’t  
overwhelmed. If you are involved in a Bible study, 
board, or group that would like to host, please  
contact the church office to sign up!  

Monday 
Ezra 9:1-10:44 

 

Tuesday 
Nehemiah1:1-11 

 

Wednesday 
Nehemiah 2:1-3:32 

 

Thursday 
Nehemiah 4:1-6:19 

Friday 
Nehemiah 7:1-8:18 

 

Saturday 
Nehemiah 9:1-10:39 

 

Sunday 
Join God’s People for 

Divine Service 

Week 40—November 05, 2017 

Everyone His Witness! 
Proper 26 

 

Matthew 23:1-12: The Pharisees had the seat of Moses and the 
authority to teach, but their words and actions did not match.  

The world is watching, if the words of Jesus have any authority 
in our daily lives.  If our actions do not match the words we 

share on Sunday or in our Bible Study, then they can do more 
harm than good.  Our Christian faith needs to carry on into our 

back yard while we are mowing, and while we are watching 
sports, and in our conversations at the mall.  Our Lord promises 

to exalt those who humbly serve Him for His sake at all times.  
This may be our most powerful witness: serving Him at all times 

and in all places.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless our witness 
while the world is constantly watching as we serve Christ. 

November 05: Lego Club 
November 12: Handbells 
November 19: OPEN 
November 26: OPEN 
December 03:  OPEN 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP  
HAPPENINGS! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
9:15am in the school cafeteria. 

November theme - Investigating God’s Word! 
Grab your detective kit and get ready to be a Bible super sleuth! 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
Wednesdays at 4:30-8:30pm in the school gym. 
November theme - Transitions & Thanksgivings 

Join us for Bible Study on transitioning into new paradigms, prayer,  
and fellowship! 

When you are grieving a 
loved one’s death, the  
holiday season can be  
especially painful. Our  
Surviving the Holidays 

seminar helps  
participants discover: 

• How to deal with emotions 
• What to do about traditions 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events  
• How to find hope for the future 

Please join us for this encouraging seminar. 

Tuesday, November 14th 
5:30-7:30pm  

Portage United Methodist Church, 1804 New Pinery Road 
Dinner & workbook provided 

Register by Friday, November 3rd by calling 608-742-2107 

Dear Friends at  
St. John Luth. Church,  

It was great to see you again on 
Oct. 8!  Thanks for inviting us.  

We appreciated the opportunity 
to share with you what you and we, as partners, are  

accomplishing among some languages of  Ethiopia.  As you 
saw, there is great joy when the Bible, or at least part of it, is 
translated into their own language and ready for use.  We 

hope you will continue to pray and give, so more language 
groups can experience that joy!! 

 

Your partners in His service,  
Jim & Susan Kaiser 

Luth. Bible Translators in Ethiopia 

In November, Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care will offer 
volunteer orientation for those interested in brightening the 

lives of people with serious illnesses. Orientation sessions will 
be held Thursday, November 30, from 4pm to 8pm, at 
Agrace’s office in Baraboo. Before attending orientation,  

prospective volunteers will complete an application and an 
interview process with Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to 

identify their skills and interests.  
Call (608) 327-7163 to  



5:30 & 8:00 Worship 
 

5:30 only Adult Choir “God Himself Is Present” 
 

Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn 
“For All the Saints”    LSB 677 sts. 1‐3 
 

Invocation  LSB 184 
 

Confession and Absolution   LSB 184   
 

5:30 only Adult Choir “Ye Sons of God” 
 

8:00 only Kyrie   LSB 186 
 

8:00 only Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

First Reading     Revelation 7:9‐17 
 

Epistle    First John 3:1‐3 
 

Holy Gospel    Matthew 5:1‐12 
 

Nicene Creed    LSB back cover 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“For All the Saints”    LSB 677 sts. 4‐8 
 

Sermon 
 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed  
 

Offering 
 

Offertory  LSB 192 
 

Prayers 
 

Preface  LSB 194 
 

Sanctus  LSB 195 
 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 
 

Pax Domini / Agnus Dei    LSB 197 
 

Distribution Hymns 
8:00 only Lower Choir “Blessing” 
“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”    LSB 563 
“Jerusalem, My Happy Home”  LSB 673 
 

Nunc Dimittis    LSB 199 
 

Post‐Communion Collect 
 

Benediction    LSB 202 
 

Hymn   
“Holy, Holy, Holy”    LSB 507 sts. 1‐4 
 
 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 
2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

10:30 Worship             
 

Songs 
“Revelation Song” 
 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution                      
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

First Reading     Revelation 7:9‐17 
 

Epistle    First John 3:1‐3 
 

Holy Gospel    Matthew 5:1‐12 
 

Nicene Creed    LSB back cover 
   

Song 
“Who You Say We Are” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
“Ancient of Days” 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Distribution Song   
 “Untitled Hymn” 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Song   
“I Will Rise” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 4th and 5th  
All Saints’ Day 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Mary Loomans 
 

Lectors: Polly Koepp (5:30); Ken Jahn (8:00);  
Tom Waddell (10:30) 

Worship Team: Led by Lisa Tessmann and Kara Rietmann 
Special Music: Adult Choir ‐Kathy Gerstenkorn 

Lower Choir ‐Jackie Bauman 



First Reading Revelation 7:9-17 
After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and 
ever! Amen. “Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 
clothed in white robes, and from where 
have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, 
you know.” And he said to me, “These 
are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. “Therefore they are before 
the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple; and he who sits 
on the throne will shelter them with his 
presence. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not 
strike them, nor any scorching heat. For 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne will 
be their shepherd, and he will guide 
them to springs of living water, and God 
will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 
 

Epistle   First John 3:1-3 
See what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. Beloved, we 
are God’s children now, and what we 
will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be 
like him, because we shall see him as he 
is. And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure. 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 5:1-12 
Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on 
the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. And he opened 
his mouth and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth. “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God. “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. “Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. “Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 
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