
Join the St. John’s  
Lutheran Ministries group 
for news, updates and 
daily encouragement! 

Week of 7/23/2017 

Announcements to be printed 
must be in the church office 

no later than Wednesday 
NOON.  Send all  

correspondence to  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
  

The Elders listed below are available to talk with 
and pray with you. Feel free to contact us  

wherever you are with whatever you may be  
going through. We CARE and are here for you: 

 
Elder Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Elder Bob Griepentrog  566-9810 
Elder Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Elder Al Volpentesta  697-9566 

Elder Don Wakershauser  617-6171 
Elder Mark Witt  697-0224 

Head Elder Ron Mueller  369-1845 
  

 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (23)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
10:30 a.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 

MONDAY (24) 
5:30 p.m.  Walkie Talkies, Levee 
 
 
 

TUESDAY (25) 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Class, CLC 
6:00 p.m.  Board of Elders, CLC 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY (26) 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY (27) 
7:00 a.m.  Walkie Talkies, Levee 
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Class, CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees, CLC 
7:00 p.m.  Finding I AM, CLC 
 
 
 

FRIDAY (28)  
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY (29)  
7:00 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Dino’s 
5:30 p.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 

EIGHT SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (30)  
8:00 a.m.  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, CLC 
10:30 a.m.   Service of Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 

*Christian Education Hour This Week  
Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
APR = All Purpose Room; CLC = Christian Life Center 
CDC = St. John’s Child Development Center 

Welcome in the name of the Lord!  
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His 

gifts of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  
 

1) Please complete either a Guest (blue) or Member (white) card found 
in the hymnal rack of the pews. You may place this card in the  
offering plate as it is passed during the service.  
2) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in  
worship. Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong 
here! If your child is actively crying, we have a cry room with service 
audio and video near the restrooms.   
3) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed 
member of this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod, please speak to the pastor before  
communing. Pastor is readily available in the narthex before worship 
for this conversation. For those with medical need, the center section 
of the individual cup trays is filled with cups of grape juice (darker 
color). For those that have a gluten intolerance, gluten-free wafers are 
available. Share your need as you come forward to the altar.  
4) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's 
Supper is distributed, encourage them to bow their heads and fold their 
hands. While there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the 
Pastor.  
5) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it  
during the worship service.  
6) Our Elders, Greeters, and Ushers are here to help with any of your 
worship needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us! 

Please extend a warm welcome 
St John’s new 4K Teacher,  

Megan Loomans. 
 

Megan lives in Portage with her  
husband, John, and black lab, 

Dodge.  She is looking forward 
to teaching 4K at St John’s CDC.  He ahs been teaching for 
five years in the area of early childhood and cannot wait for 

school to begin! 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Adult Choir starts rehearsals on September 6th! 
 

Why join choir?   
Here are few good reasons to share your talent. 

 
-It provides opportunities for many members to serve.  

 

-It helps produce good congregational singing. 
 

 -You always have a great reserved seat for Christmas and 
Easter. 

 

-It offers multi-generational fellowship.  
 

 -Serving the Lord—considering all He does for us, it’s 
just a little giving back to HIM!  



St. John’s Info. Corner 
 

Last Weekend’s Attendance: 318 
 

Unified Received: $11,462.36 
Other Contributions: $1,260.00 

 

TOTAL: $12,722.36 
 

Weekly Unified Needed: $13,781.00 

COFFEE HOUR 
Are you able to Host? 

 

We encourage groups to host coffee hour on 
Sunday mornings so that individuals aren’t  
overwhelmed. If you are involved in a Bible 
Study, Board, or group that would like to           

host, please contact the church office to sign up!  
 

July 23:   Virginia Laing, Mary Loomans 
July 30:  CDC 
August 06: OPEN 
August 13: OPEN 
August 20:  OPEN 

St_w[r^ship  
Thoughts 

 

Prop_r 10 
 

 

 
 Romans 8:18 “For I  
consider that the  
sufferings of this present 

me are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.” It is very easy to get caught up in the 
present and lose track of our ul mate des ny in the 
Kingdom of God. St. Paul encourages us to keep eternity 
in mind. This certainly has an applica on to our support 
for the Gospel – if we keep our focus on “the glory to be 
revealed” we will see our thes and offerings in a new 
light.  
 
Witness: Jesus has sent His disciples out to proclaim the 
Good News, so He sends us to our neighborhoods, our 

places of work, even to our own homes where we can tell 
others of Jesus’ saving love.  

Are you tired of looking at all the Legos around 
your house?  We can use them! 

 

St John’s will be starting a LEGO Club this  
upcoming school year.  If you have Legos you 

would like to get rid of, bring 
them in and drop them off in 

the LEGO box located in the coat area.  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Kris Winkelmann at  

742-5390. 
Thank you! 

 

Seasonal Part Time  
help wanted! 

 

 MAINTENANCE CUSTODIAN 
 

 JOB SUMMARY:  

Performs a wide variety of duties and assists the 
Business Manager and others to ensure that the 

properties of St. John's Lutheran Church are clean, 
safe, and well maintained. Primary duties will 

 include cleaning, basic maintenance, and outside 
grounds up-keep for the church, school, and child 
development center. All duties and responsibilities 
listed below and other work instructions directed 

by the Business Manager will guide the  
custodian’s tasks on a day to day basis.  

 
 

For a complete job description, please contact the 
church office at 742-9000, or email the  

Church Business Manager at 
cmusser@stjohnsportage.com 

The community meal was serviced by St 
John’s Lutheran Church was a huge  

success.  We served 72 people, which 
was the largest crowd served in a long 
time.  A big THANK YOU to all who 
brought food, served, or contributed in 

any way 
 

 
 
 
Thank you  
Jan and Don Weideman 

Sanner House Project  
Update! 

 
Demolition of the Sanner 

House is underway! 
 

For now, the space will be 
used as additional parking 

and green space for the CDC. 



SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE 
CLASS at 9:15  
Pastor Hovland will lead  
Sunday Morning Bible 
study with us in the  
Christian Life Center. We 
hope to see you there for 
coffee, fellowship, and 
study! 
 

STUDY OF THE EPISTLES This 
class is led by Dave  

Tamminga Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the All-Purpose Room. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets Tuesday mornings at 6:30 am in the 
CLC. Contact Ken Manthey at 742-5216.  
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets Tuesday mornings at 
9:15 and is led by Pastor Hovland. Come a few minutes early 
for treats and coffee.  
 

SISTERS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY meets at 6:30 pm Tuesday 
nights  
in the CDC lower level. All  
women are welcome. Contact Elaine Hull 742-2034.  
 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY meets Thursday mornings at 8:00 am in 
the CLC. Contact Mary Loomans at 742-3972. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets  
Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at Dino’s in Portage. The group 
is working through Corinthians.   
Contact Dave Tamminga at 742-3164. 

 
 
 

Our Sunday morning  
broadcast of the previous 

 Sunday service continues at 10:00 a.m. on  
WPDR 1350 AM. Broadcasts ($50) as well as the order 

of service booklets ($30) may be sponsored in honor or 
in memory of a special person or occasion.   
This weeks service and announcements are 

sponsored by 

June Radke in memory of  
John Radke 

Do you find the Book of  
Revelation hard to understand? Scary? 

It is God’s Word meant for our comfort. Bible 
study between Divine Services, this weekend, 

and every Sunday,  
9:15—10:15 a.m. 

Youth Group July Schedule 
          

 26 -St. John’s School Gym.  
 
 

Youth Group August 
Schedule 

 
 02 -Beach Day @ Silver Lake Beach, Portage.  
  (You will need your suit!)  
 

 09 -Wyatt & Zach Simonson hosting.  
 

 16 -Annual Miniature Golf Tourney at Pirate’s Cove.  
        RSVP by July 12th @ youth group.  
 

 23 -St. John’s School Gym.  
 

 30 -No Youth Group 
  Breaking to prepare for  School Year.  
  

We are holding our 4th Annual Garage Sale!  
 

Friday, August 4th 8am to 4pm  
& 

Saturday, August 5th 8am to 1pm 
 

Drop off day is July 29th from 8 am to Noon. 
 

We are looking for at least 15 helpers to make 
this day move efficiently and quickly. We are 
also looking for dona ons of gently used items. 

We cannot accept computers, TVs, ma resses, large upholstered 
furniture, paint or chemicals. If you have items you would like to  
donate but need help ge ng them to us contact Emily at  
608‐697‐5528.  
 

We are also looking for some of our blessed bakers and gardeners to 
donate baked goods or produce to our sale! Drop off for those items 
will be Thursday, August 3rd 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm or Friday August 
4th during the sale.  
 

Come shop!! A er the sale we will need help cleaning  
everything up. We will start our clean up at 1pm on Saturday 
the 5th and hopefully be done no later than 3pm.  
 

Sign up sheets are in the back at the welcome center!  

Would you like to join us? Contact Youth Group Leader 
Amanda Kohn via phone, Would you like to join us? 

 Contact Youth Group Leader Amanda Kohn via phone,  
608-697-2649, and leave a message.  

Monona Lutheran Church – 4411 Monona Dr., is 
hosting a Bus trip to Kentucky to tour the  

Ark Encounter, Creation Museum, and Amish 
Cultural Tour 

 

Oct 10th – 14th, 2017 
 

The Ark is a full size replica of Noah’s Ark – 
largest wooden structure in the World  

(510 ft long)  
 

Creation Museum – witness the true time line of 
God’s redemptive plan through Biblical History 

 

Amish Cultural Experience – Arcola, IL 
 

Plus other attractions including a Dinner Cruise 
on the Ohio River, 10 meals, Badger Coach, etc.   

For Pricing and a Brochure, call 
 Monona Lutheran Church at 608-222-7071  

or Joyce Butler at 608-839-8339 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000  fax 742-7154 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Cassandra Musser, Business Manager 
cmusser@stjohnsportage.com 

Jenni See, Accountant 
jsee@stjohnsportage.com 

Catharine Daily, Office Admin 
cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 

Office Hours: M-F / 8:30 a-3:00 p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Luke Beck, Principal 
lbeck@stjohnsportage.com 

Debie Stebbins, School Coordinator 
dstebbins@stjohnsportage.com 

School Year Hours: M-F / 8:00 a-3:00 p 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
 

Debra Drew, Director 
ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
Mary Soch, Assistant Director 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
Center Hours: M-F / 6:00 a-6:00 p 

CONGREGATIONAL  
BIBLE STUDY 

 

Week 25—July 23, 2017 
 

Monday 1 Samuel 16:1-23 
Tuesday 1 Samuel 17:1-58 
Wednesday 1 Samuel 18:1-19:24 
Thursday 1 Samuel 20:1-21:15 
Friday 1 Samuel 22:1-23 
Saturday 1 Samuel 23:1-29 
Sunday Join God’s People for Divine Service 

Everyone His  
 
 
 
 
 

Proper 11 
 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43: Our Lord continues to teach us 
about His kingdom.  We need this teaching because it is 
literally “right side up” from our world turned “upside 

down” by sin.  In His Kingdom, the weeds and the wheat 
will grow together until He comes again for the final  

harvest.  Knowing this fact to be true, we don’t pray that 
God will remove all evil from this world (as we far too many 

times lament and often times pray for God to do), but  
instead, we earnestly pray to join His mission to overcome 

evil with His saving love, His grace and mercy, and His 
Word that never returns empty (remember last week’s  

message?!).  Pray for eyes to see the world as Christ does: as 
an opportunity for mission and to see every moment as one 
of grace that God has given us to be about His saving work.  

Let us pray that as God’s people, we remain firmly built  
upon the Rock so we may serve as His witnesses shining 
forth in the wheat field among the weeds so they may see 

the Light.  

PLEASE PRAY 
(Names in bold face are members of St. John’s) 

 

Comfort and Healing 
 

Linda Dittman 
Jody Coy 

 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you or someone you know would like to have your name added 
to the prayer list, please contact the church office. Individuals will 
remain for a 2-week period.  
 

Please keep us updated on a regular basis. 
 

*Please notify the church office when one of our church  
family members is in the hospital so that a  pastoral visit may be 
made or arranged. ALSO: Please be sure that you have the  
permission of the individual before contacting the church office to 
add them to the public prayer list.  

In July, Agrace Hospice & Palliative 
Care will offer volunteer orientation for 

those interested in brightening the lives of 
people with serious illnesses. Orientation 

sessions will be held Thursday, July 6, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Thursday, July 27, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at 
Agrace’s office in Baraboo. Before attending orientation, prospective  
volunteers will complete an application and an interview process with 
Agrace’s Volunteer Services staff to identify their skills and interests.  

Call (608) 327-7163 to register. 

  Thank you to all who  
donated funds to paint the 

Child Development Center, 
School, and the Church  

Offices.  If you have not had 
a chance to check out the 
new paint job, stop by the 

Church Office (M-F 8:30-3), 
and the School (T-R 10-2). 

HELPING KIDS SHINE! 
 

Show them how to live their values 
 

Kids can light up a room with their smiles. 
Help them let their light shine by teaching them how to share their 

time, talents and treasures.  
 

-Teach kids that when it comes to managing money wisely, we each 
have three choices: share, save and spend.  
 

-Find a cause to match their interests and help them get involved.  
 

-Make giving a team effort: Volunteering is a great chance for  
parents and kids to spend quality time together—and to make a 
difference.  
 

Find out about the volunteer opportunities, free educational events 
and other resources Thrivent Financial offers to help  

families be wise with money and live generously.  
 

Contact: James Dohner at james.dohner@thrivent.com or call  
608-524-5454 



5:30 & 8:00 Worship 
 
Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn 
“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”    LSB 913 
 

Invocation  LSB 203 
 

Confession and Absolution   LSB 203   
 

Kyrie  LSB 203 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Old Testament    Isaiah 44:6‐8 
 

Epistle    Romans 8:18‐27   
 

Holy Gospel    Matthew 13:24‐30, 36‐43 
 

Apostles’ Creed    LSB back cover 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”    LSB 575 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface / Sanctus  LSB 208 
 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 209 
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 209 
 

Pax Domini / Agnus Dei    LSB 209 
 

Distribution Hymns 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”    LSB 761 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    LSB 700 
 

Nunc Dimittis    LSB 211 
 

Post‐Communion Collect 
 

Benediction    LSB 212 
 

Hymn   
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”    LSB 525 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

10:30 Worship             
 
Sharing of the Peace and Ringing of the Bell 
 

Songs 
“Wonderful Merciful Savior”, “Sanctuary” 
 

Baptism of Connor Charles Brown 
 

Confession and Absolution                      
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament    Isaiah 44:6‐8 
 

Epistle    Romans 8:18‐27   
 

Holy Gospel    Matthew 13:24‐30, 36‐43 
 

 Song 
“Mighty to Save” 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering and Song 
“You Are My All in All” 
   

Prayer of the Church 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Distribution Song   
 “Hungry” 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Song   
“One Thing Remains” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

July 22nd and 23rd, 2017 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

 
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Serving the Worshiping Community Today: 
 

Organist: Stephenie Hovland 
 

Lectors: Ron Mueller (5:30); Kathy Gerstenkorn (8:00);  
Tom Waddell (10:30) 

Worship Team: Led by Lisa Tessmann and Kara Rietmann 



Old Testament Isaiah 44:6-8 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his 
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first 
and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him 
declare and set it before me, since I 
appointed an ancient people. Let them 
declare what is to come, and what will 
happen. Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not 
told you from of old and declared it? And 
you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides 
me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

 

Epistle   Romans 8:18-27 
 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. Likewise the 
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do 
not know what to pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words. And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God.  

Holy Gospel  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
  

[Jesus] put another parable before them, 
saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in 
his field, but while his men were sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away.  So when the plants 
came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared also. And the servants of the 
master of the house came and said to him, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said 
to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the 
servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to 
go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in 
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 
along with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’” Then he left the crowds 
and went into the house. And his disciples 
came to him, saying, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds of the field.” He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and 
the good seed is the children of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil 
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and 
the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 
gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at 
the close of the age. The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will gather out of 
his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers, and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
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