
 

 

   New Year’s Celebration 

December 31, 2015  & January 1, 2016 

A Word about Time  
Do you have enough time? We never seem to have enough, do 

we? But as we consider God’s Word this evening, we realize that 

the time is now. God declares, “Again He appoints a certain day, 

‘Today,’ saying through David so long afterward, in the words   

already quoted, ‘Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your 

hearts’ ” (Hebrews 4:7). We need to realize that God is not just 

the King of the universe but also the Lord of time. That is frighten-

ing in some ways. It means we should not put off repentance as 

we so often do. But it also provides such comfort; our times are in 

His hands. Tonight, as we stand on the edge of another year, we 

will consider time. Let us consider how all our times are in His 

hands.  



 

 

New Yearôs Eve Worship Service with Communion 
 

December 31, 2015     7:00 PM 
 

Paul Scheiderer - Guest Organist 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

OPENING HYMN                      “Across the Sky the Shades of Night” LSB 899 
 

INVOCATION 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P We are weary, Lord.  
C Stay with us. 

P Remain by our side,  
C for we are so tired at the end of the year. 

P We do not know what the future holds,  
C but we know that You hold it. 

P Increase our faith in You,  
C and bring us safely to Your side. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. So often, though, we forget that the 

God who thundered at Sinai still thunders at our sin. The God who gave the Ten 

Commandments remains just as serious about them today as He was then. We   

confess our forgetfulness.  
C Lord, we confess our sin. 

(Silence for personal confession.) 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. Just as He protected the nation of   

Israel and brought them out of Egypt, He has promised to protect us. Yet we ignore 

His promise, and we worry and fret. We confess our anxieties.  
C Lord, we confess our sin. 

(Silence for personal confession.) 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. He tells us that as long as it is today, 

we should repent. Yet we hold on to our sins. We confess our unrepentance.  
C Lord, we confess our sin. 

(Silence for personal confession.) 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. Yet we constantly give in to our sinful 

natures. We promise faithfulness to God and run back to old sins. We confess our  

sinful natures.  
C Lord, we confess our sin. 

(Silence for personal confession.) 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. The same Jesus who chose to die for 

His people died for you. The same Jesus who loved you at your Baptism loves you 

still. The same Jesus who fought to win you from sin, death, and Satan still fights for 

you.  
C Lord, we thank You! 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. The same Jesus who died to take 

away your sins still declares you to be His forgiven children. By His authority as a 
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called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Your sins of forgetfulness, your sins 

of habit, your sins of choice, your sins of thought, your sins of word, your sins of 

deed: They are all forgiven.  
C Lord, we thank You! 

P People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. Just as He loved you then, nothing 

can separate you from His love now. Live in that unchanging love, from this year 

and into the next.  
C Praise be to God! Amen! 
 

SALUTATION  

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 (ESV) 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  2a time to 

be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a 

time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to 

weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to cast away 

stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 

from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast 

away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 90:1–12 
1Lord, you have been our | dwelling place * 

in all gener - | ations.  
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth | and the 

world, * 

from everlasting to everlasting | you are God.  
3You return | man to dust * 

and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!” 
4For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when | it is past,* 

or as a watch | in the night.  
5You sweep them away as | with a flood; *  

they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the | morning:  
6in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed; * 

in the evening it fades and | withers.  
7For we are brought to an end by your | anger; * 

by your wrath we | are dismayed.  
8You have set our iniquities be - | fore you, * 

our secret sins in the light of your | presence.  
9For all our days pass away un - | der your wrath; * 

we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.  
10The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength | eighty; * 

yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we | fly away.  
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11Who considers the power of your | anger, * 

and your wrath according to the | fear of you?  
12So teach us to number | our days * 

that we may get a heart of | wisdom.  
 

EPISTLE READING:  Galatians 4:4–7 (ESV) 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born    

under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive  

adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 

an heir through God.  

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Psalm 103:17a 

C Alleluia. The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those 

who fear Him. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 12:35–40 (ESV) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.  
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men 

who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 

open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants 

whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for 

service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes 

in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 
39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was  

coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN                    “Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year”  LSB 896 
 

SERMON  
 

NICENE CREED   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things  

visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only -begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,    

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;  who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He 

will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end.  

+ 4 + 



 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Heavenly Father… We confess all our rebellions against You. 
C Father, we confess our sin. Be merciful, O Lord! 

P Lord Jesus… You already paid. 
C Jesus, You are our hope for years past and years to come. 

P Lord God… Your blessings to us. 
C We praise You for the blessings of this year. 

P Lord of all… Bless them as they labor for You. 
C We praise You for the blessings of this year. 

P Sovereign of heaven… You have placed over us. 
C We praise You for the blessings of this year. 

P Heavenly Father… You are ever with us. 
C We praise You for the blessings of this year. 

P Dear Savior… us from Your love. 
C We praise You for the blessings of this year. Bless us this coming year! Amen. 

 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY                                              “Create in Me”  LSB 956 

 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 

be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  A man ought to examine him-

self before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks 

without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.   

1 Corinthians 11:27 -29 
 

The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod Lutheran  

Christians.  Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully  

review the following statements: 
 

1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Matthew 28:16-20 

2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the 

importance of self -examination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made 

my confirmation of faith.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness.  I am sorry for my sins.  1 John 1:8-9 

4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil.  Romans 3:21-24 

5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and 

wine of Holy Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and 

shed for my forgiveness.  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

6. As far as I know, I am at peace with everyone.  I harbor no hatred or vengeance in my 

heart.  Matthew 6:14-15 
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7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ -like 

life, trusting in God’s promises and obeying His commands.  Galatians 5:22-24 
 

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s 

Supper after completing the Holy Communion Registration card in the pew rack.  If you do 

not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy 

Communion lest you sin against the body and blood of the Lord.  If you agree with the      

seven points above but are not a member of St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table 

and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our partnership in the Gospel.  You 

are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding any point(s) 

of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s . 
 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He 

comes.  
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our     

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen.  
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”   LSB 618 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

CLOSING HYMN                                    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  LSB 809 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 1. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved . Used by 

permission.  Acknowledgments  Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by  Lutheran 

Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.  
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The Name of Jesus   

Eight days after His birth, Jesus was named and circumcised, as was the 

Jewish   custom for centuries. While at first glance, this might not seem 

all that important to us today, it is surprisingly important. Jesusõ naming 

and circumcision are the first steps in Jesus fulfilling all of Godõs Lawñ

something we could never do. These are the first steps of Jesus living up 

to His nameñGod saves. These are the first steps toward Jesus fulfilling 

His ancient promise to bless all people through the heir of Abraham. So 

we enter a new year blessed by Jesus, blessed by His name, and blessed 

in this life and into eternity.  
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New Yearôs Day Worship Service with Communion 
 

January 1, 2016     10:00 AM 
 

Dale Scheiderer - Organist 
 

PRE-SERVICE WORSHIP PRESENTATION with Flautist Theresa Alton òOf the Fatherõs Love Begottenó 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

OPENING HYMN                          òAll Hail the Power of Jesusõ Nameó LSB 549 sts. 1-3 
 

INVOCATION 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Galatians 3:27ð29, adapted 

P As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

C There is neither Jew nor Greek,  

P there is neither slave nor free, 

C there is neither male nor female,  

P for you are all one in Christ Jesus, Abrahamõs offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Galatians 3:27 

P At the beginning of this new year, let us confess our sins to God and to one another, and let 

us take to heart the words of forgiveness. 

C Mighty God, we confess our sin to You. We are sinful from birth, and without Your help, 

we are powerless to overcome it. We confess our impatience with You and with others, 

our seeking after worldly passions, our pride in trying to make a name for ourselves, 

and our self -indulgent ways of life. By our sin, we have hurt others, ourselves, and You. 

We plead with You to forgive our sins for the sake of Christ and to transform our      

broken lives.  

P òFor as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.ó You are heirs according 

to Godõs promise. You are all one in Christ. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  
 

HYMN                                                òGreat Is Thy Faithfulnessó  LSB 809 
 

SALUTATION  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Numbers 6:22ð27 (ESV) 
22

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
23
òSpeak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 

people of Israel: you shall say to them, 
24

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25

the LORD make his face 

to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you 

peace. 
27
So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.ó 

P This is the Word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN                                         òHow Majestic Is Your Nameó   

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth (2x) 

O Lord, we praise Your name. O Lord, we magnify Your name: 

Prince of Peace, Mighty God, O Lord God Almighty. 
 

© 1981 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716. 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Galatians 3:23ð29 (ESV) 
23

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith 

would be revealed. 
24

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 

justified by faith. 
25

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 
26

for in Christ  

Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
27

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

put on Christ. 
28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 

nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29
And if you are Christõs, then you are Abrahamõs off-

spring, heirs according to promise. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God.  
 

VERSE Matthew 1:21 

P Alleluia. 

C She will bear a son,  

P and you shall call His name Jesus, 

C for He will save His people from their sins.  Alleluia.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 2:21 (ESV) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

21
And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the 

angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C  Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

SERMON HYMN                              òJesus! Name of Wondrous Loveó  LSB 900 
 

SERMON  
 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things  visible and 

invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the    

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the     
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remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T  of the world to come. 

Amen. 
  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

     After Each Petition  

P êhear us, Lord. 

C We pray in the name of Jesus.  
 

OFFERING  
 

WORSHIP PRESENTATION with Baritone by Thomas Gruenbaum, òSee Amid the Winter Snowó  
 

OFFERTORY                           òOh, for a Thousand Tongues to Singó  LSB 528 sts. 1ð3 
 

Preparation for Holy Communion  
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner  

will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself  

before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing 

the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 
 

The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod Lutheran  

Christians.  Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully review  

the following statements:  
 

1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.              

Matthew 28:16-20 

2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance 

of self-examination prior to coming to the Lordõs Supper and have made my confirmation of 

faith.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness.  I am sorry for my sins.  1 John 1:8-9 

4. I believe that Jesus Christ, Godõs Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  

Romans 3:21-24 

5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion, and I desire to receive Christõs body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

6. As far as I know, I am at peace with everyone.  I harbor no hatred or vengeance in my heart.    

Matthew 6:14-15 

7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, 

trusting in Godõs promises and obeying His commands.  Galatians 5:22-24 
 

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lordõs Supper  

after completing the Holy Communion Registration card in the pew rack.  If you do not agree with one 

or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you sin against 

the body and blood of the Lord.  If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of     

St. Johnõs, we welcome you to the Lordõs Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining 

our partnership in the Gospel.  You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing 

regarding any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. Johnõs. 
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PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

PROPER PREFACE Philippians 2:9ð11 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

LORDõS PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we     

forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

òNow Greet the Swiftly Changing Yearó   LSB 896 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
 

BENEDICTION LSB 896 

P Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace another year of grace!  The Lord bless you and keep 

you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you 

with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen.   
 

CLOSING HYMN                          òAll Hail the Power of Jesus' Nameó  LSB 549 sts. 4ð7 
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