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The season of Epiphany is, of course, the revealing, the epiphany, of Jesus—God’s now-

incarnate eternal Son revealed as Christ and Lord of all. But this Sunday the readings and 

prayers might seem to be focusing on man: how the blessed man is poor in spirit, meek, 

merciful (the Beatitudes, Gospel, Mt 5:1–12); delights in the law of the Lord (Introit, Ps 1:2); 

dwells on God’s holy hill (Psalm, Ps 15:1). The Lord “has told you, O man, what is good; and 

what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God?” (Old Testament Reading, Micah 6:8). In fact, the man of God does delight to 

be or do all these things. However, the epiphany this week is that we delight because the 

blessed Man of God in the Beatitudes and in each reading is Christ—who has done all these 

for us. Blessings come to us by grace, simply because God has chosen us, without any merit 

or worthiness in us. We are not worthy, just as God’s Old Testament people did not merit His 

attention, but we and they received it nonetheless. God has chosen to make us worthy by 

sending His Son in our place. In today’s Readings, He explains what pleases Him. Only Christ 

lived the perfect life, but the Gospel certainly moves us to respond to God’s choosing us, as 

best we can, in love and service. 



 

 

Saturday 6 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Traditional Worship Services 
 

Kevin Vollrath – Organist 
 

“Christ Crucified: The Heart of Our Life and Work” - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
While taking a prisoner from a Guelph, Ontario, correctional center to be arraigned on 
charges of attempted armed robbery, police constable John Bolton noticed a cross 
around the neck of the convict. Knowing the man was not religious, he took a closer look. 
The prisoner attempted to conceal something protruding from the top of the cross. When 
questioned he said it was a good luck charm designed to look like a spoon for sniffing 
cocaine. But Constable Bolton was sure it looked like a handcuff key. By experimentation 
he found that the protuberance would open most handcuffs. The discovery led to the 
exposure of an attempt by prisoners in the correctional center to make a number of these 
“cross keys.” There is a cross that really sets men free—free from the fear of death, free from 
guilt for past sins, and free from the power of Satan, and that cross is the cross of Calvary. 
Unfortunately, many are more concerned about temporary freedom for the body than 
they are about eternal freedom for the body and the soul. Whether inside or outside prison, 
all people need the cross of Christ, because it alone sets us free. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION              “Where Charity and Love Prevail” LSB 845 
 

INVOCATION 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Corinthians 1:18; 30 
P The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
C but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
P He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
C whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

P Let us go to the throne of God’s grace, confessing our sins and asking His mercy for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P We cannot repay God for our offenses, but He has given us His only Son to pay for 
every sin. As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

(Sun. 9 a.m.) HOLY BAPTISM of Pearl Carter Clemans 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in 
our frailty we cannot stand upright. 
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C Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 
temptations; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

[Today’s Bible readings found on pages 11-12 of this worship program] 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Micah 6:1-8 
 

PSALM FOR EPIPHANY 4 Psalm 15; antiphon: Psalm 16:1 
P Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge. 
C Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge. 
O LORD, who shall sojourn | in Your tent?* 

Who shall dwell on Your | holy hill? 
He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right* 

and speaks truth | in his heart; 
Who does not slander with his tongue 
 and does no evil to his | neighbor, 
nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend; 

in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
but who honors those who | fear the LORD;* 

who swears to his own hurt and | does not change; 
who does not put out his money at interest 

and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.* 
He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved. 
C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; as it was in the be- | 

ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. Preserve me, O God, for in You I take 
refuge.                                    Text: © 2001 Crossway Bibles. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004464 

 

EPISTLE READING:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Christ Crucified: The Heart of Our Life and Work” - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

(Sat. 6 p.m.) APOSTLES CREED [found on the inside back cover of the hymnal]  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P . . . Let us pray to the Lord, 
C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER [found on the inside back cover of the hymnal]  
 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURERS 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.” 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

HYMN TO DEPART                      “How Can I Thank You, Lord” LSB 703 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created 
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Sunday 11 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service  

 

Mark Moran and the Youth Praise Team – Accompanist 

 

“Christ Crucified: The Heart of Our Life and Work” - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
While taking a prisoner from a Guelph, Ontario, correctional center to be arraigned on charges of attempted 
armed robbery, police constable John Bolton noticed a cross around the neck of the convict. Knowing the 
man was not religious, he took a closer look. The prisoner attempted to conceal something protruding from 
the top of the cross. When questioned he said it was a good luck charm designed to look like a spoon for 
sniffing cocaine. But Constable Bolton was sure it looked like a handcuff key. By experimentation he found 
that the protuberance would open most handcuffs. The discovery led to the exposure of an attempt by 
prisoners in the correctional center to make a number of these “cross keys.” There is a cross that really sets 
men free—free from the fear of death, free from guilt for past sins, and free from the power of Satan, and 
that cross is the cross of Calvary. Unfortunately, many are more concerned about temporary freedom for the 
body than they are about eternal freedom for the body and the soul. Whether inside or outside prison, all 
people need the cross of Christ, because it alone sets us free. 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Invocation 

 

Opening Song:  “You Shine”  
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Time of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Heavenly Father, You peel back the layers of our soul and peer deep inside.  We try to hide our secret 

sins from everyone, but we cannot hide them from You.   
C: We confess that we are like foolish children, forgetting Your commandments and sinful in so many 

ways.  We seek Your wisdom and Your forgiveness in our lives.  
P: In Psalm 103, we read that our transgressions are as far as the east is from the west.  We don’t 

understand Your love for us, but we by Your means of grace receive it. 
C: And we are so thankful to You, Jesus, for the sacrifice that made freedom from sin possible for  

people like us.  Thank You, Jesus!  Amen.   
 

  We Hear God’s Word    
 

(Today’s Bible readings are found on pages 11-12 of this worship program)                  
 

Old Testament Reading:  Micah 6:1-8 
 

Epistle Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Response Song:  “He Knows My Name” 
 

Sermon Message:  “Christ Crucified: The Heart of Our Life and Work” - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

  We Respond to God’s Word   
 

Affirmation of Faith 
P: Blessed are we who know the Lord and follow Him.  We speak the name of the Father, the Son,           

and the Holy Spirit, bringing Him glory and honor! 
C: We believe in a wonder-working sovereign God who is holy and pure in all His ways.  He is the only 

true God- all other gods fade away and will not stand.  But our God is eternal- He will never fade.   
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 We put our hope and faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who through the mystery of the cross 
offered redemption.  We are no longer shameful, but we are now shame free, thanks to the 
resurrected and coming soon Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

 We follow the way of the Holy Spirit, who is the breath of God.  He breathes life and joy and peace in 
His children as we follow Him.  He is good and convicts us of our sins when we have strayed.  He leads 
us every time to the Father up above.   

 

 We praise the Lord for His sovereignty, wisdom, power, and grace- God the Son, God the Spirit, and 
God the Father.  Amen.   

 

Response Song:  “You are My All in All” 
 

  We Pray   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Offerings of Our Time, Talents & Treasures 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to recognize and 
submit to you as our Lord.” 

 

  We Depart in Peace    
 

Benediction 

 

Closing Song:  “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR - Growing Roots 2023! 
 

2023 has rolled in and the campaign has hit a major milestone!!  Over one million dollars is in hand a total of 
1.5 million is committed to the Growing Roots School expansion campaign! Over 280 contributors and events 
have donated to the cause! 

 

Different ways to consider giving include: IRA gifts, grain donations, 
matching employer contributions, fundraising events (so many 
groups have come up with great ideas!)  and the 100 for 100 for 100 
campaign. The planning for expansion comes closer to reality and so 
many families continue to prayerfully consider the expansion 
campaign. This campaign is not reliant on a few large gifts but all of 
us coming together. The "100 for 100 for 100" is an example of how 
100 families (or groups of families) giving 100 dollars a month for 100 
months (just over 8 years) will raise the next million dollars for the 
building expansion. To join the 100 for 100 for 100 visit: https://
forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6   It is super easy to set up regular 
gifts of $25, $50, $100 or whatever fits your family to regularly give 
to this ever so important campaign.  
 

See our E-giving site or use the app!  https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home   
All of us together will be the success of our greatest mission: Our School!  Questions, 
commitments or help in setting up contributions email treasurer@sjsmarysville.org 

 

 

All checks need to be made out to St. John’s Church.  Please place your contribution  
in an envelope and write, “Growing ROOTS” on the outside or place in a  

Growing ROOTS envelope.  Scan the QR to GIVE to GROWING ROOTS!  
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Thanks to the 
congregation and 
Sunday school 

children for remembering us 
on our birthdays with all the 
wonderful cards.   

God Bless –  
David & Willadene Rausch 

 

My special thanks to all who 
sent cards and well wishes for 
my 93rd birthday, and took 
the time to think of me.  I 
appreciated every one, 
especially the children’s cards.  
I hope and pray that everyone 
has a great new year with less 
sickness.   

Thanks again –  
Doris Rausch 

JOIN US THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16th AT 12:00 NOON 
FOR OUR FIRST OFFICIAL GOLDEN EAGLES 
GATHERING OF 2023!  Our meeting will be held at 
*The Union Rural Electric Roger Yoder Multipurpose 
Room, located at URE Headquarters, 15461 St. Rt. 
36, Marysville at 12:00 noon. 
 

We’ll have a devotional time and share some of our planned programs for the 
coming year!  Then lunch, a movie, fun, door prizes … and ICE CREAM!  We 
have planned a menu of soups, chips and a few additions.  If you would like to 
help with the lunch menu, following are some items we could use: 1. Cheese & 
crackers; 2. Vegetable platter & dip; 3. Fruit platter (apples, grapes, etc.);  
4. Cookies/brownies; 5. Cake or other dessert.  If you could help by providing 
any of these, please call Carol Reinhard at 614-560-5085.   
 

The Golden Eagles Senior Ministry celebrates our “Over 55” population!  Or as 
we sometimes say, “If you like to hang out with old folks, we invite you to join 
us!”  Come join us and bring a friend!  If you have questions, please feel free to 
contact Jeff or Carol Reinhard at 614-560-5085, or Annie Scheiderer at  
937-707-0424.    

ATTENTION 
GOLDEN  
EAGLES!! 

https://forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6
https://forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home
mailto:treasurer@sjsmarysville.org
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today.  We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  We ask if you are a visitor, or a worship 
scholarship participant (SJ School), to please fill out the blue card located in the pew rack in front of you.  Then drop 
the card in the offering box as you leave worship.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the 
church office at 937-644-5540.     

 

Church Nursery:  We welcome Newborns up to 2 yrs. old during the 9:00 am service in the church basement.  
Volunteers are still needed (2 per Sunday).  Please see the sign up genius on the school website or email 
rcolumber@gmail.com.  Our volunteer this morning is Rachel Columber. 
 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   

 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:00am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 

 

Altar Flowers:  The altar flowers are given in thanksgiving to God and in celebration of Rosalie Mary Anderson’s fifth 
birthday on January 30, by her grandparents. 
 

Chancel Flowers:  The flowers in the chancel are given in celebration of the Holy Baptism of Pearl Carter Clemans. 
 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

(Fall-Winter-Early Spring Schedule) 
 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement 
 

1st-5th Grades—Meet together in the gym with Teacher 
Mark Moran, and then move to school classrooms. 

 

6th Grade—Mrs. Ashley Monroe’s Classroom 
 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Susie 
Miller & Mrs. Jayme Allen’s Modular Classrooms. 
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House:  
 

Women’s Bible Study—Mrs. Melissa Vollrath’s Classroom 
(below the school loft):  Topic - “Where Love Abides.”  
An 8-lesson DVD Bible study based on John 15:1–17, written 
by Donna Snow.  It takes an in-depth look at what it means 
to abide in Jesus, the True Vine, to bear 
lasting fruit. 
 

Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: 
Topic - A four week study titled, “Called”. 

Weekly Worship Bible Readings  

For those of you who would like to study the 
Word ahead of the next weekends worship 
services, we are listing here in the N&N the 
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  
 

February 5, 2023  

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:3-9a 
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:13-20 

Weekly Church Attendance 
Saturday 6:00 pm and 9:00 & 11:00 am Sunday 

 

1/21 & 1/22: 264   

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S            JAN. 29 - FEB. 5, 2023 

TODAY  9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed) 
 01/29/23 10:00 am  Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
  Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service/Gym 
 3:00 pm Rescheduled: Sr. LYF Snow Tubing Mad River 
 

MONDAY 7:00 pm “A Second Look” Bible Study/Heritage House 
 8:00 pm Adult Open Gym Volleyball 

 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
 

WEDNESDAY 1:30 pm ACES/Youth House 

 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Meeting/Heritage House 
 8:00 pm Dartball 

 

FRIDAY 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 

 

SATURDAY 7:30 am Ladies Morning Bible Study/Heritage House 
 6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service: Communion 

 

SUNDAY 9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed):  
 02/05/23  Communion 
  10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
  Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service: Communion 
 6:00 pm Sr. LYF Gathering/Youth House 

Congregational Tithe—Third Quarter Mission 
 

 Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2022-23 
 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%;  

Youth Mission Outreach, Hearts for Jesus, 

Food for the Poor, Kingdom Investments 

International - 10% Each; Ebenezer Church 

Mission Outreach, LAMP - 5% Each 

mailto:rcolumber@gmail.com


 

 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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Sr. LYF Fun & Fellowship...  
 

Rescheduled for today! Snow Tubing at Mad 
River Mountain today, Jan. 29th: We'll meet at 
the Youth House at 3pm to carpool out to Mad 

River (or meet us at Mad River at 3:30). We'll tube for 2 hours, 
enjoy some hot cocoa, and plan to be back at the Youth House 
around 6pm. Bring along $10 to tube, and friends are welcome! 
We hope to see you there! 
 

February 5th: (First weekend this month instead of second) 
Devotions and Games at the Youth House, 6pm  
 

2023 Youth Mission Trip 
St. John’s LYF/YMO is headed to Westfield, 
Indiana June 18th to June 24th for our annual 
mission trip! While there, we’ll shine Christ’s 
light to those less fortunate, disabled, and 
elderly by providing home repairs - painting, 

porch repairs, wheelchair ramps, and more. Each morning and 
evening, we’ll gather for a worship program, followed by 
devotions each evening. And of course, fun and fellowship are 
always plentiful throughout the day! These trips are truly a 
blessing for not only those we serve, but those who attend too! 
Eligible youth are those entering 9th grade in the fall and up 
(college students too). Adults are welcome to join as well. Cost 
to attend is $225 per youth. If you have any questions or to 
reserve your spot on the trip, please reach out to Laura or RJ 
Zeiler (913-549-0057 or lauraezeiler@gmail.com).   

School Staff Position Openings 
 

The school is currently accepting applications for Part-time tutors.  
Applicants must have a teaching degree. Interested candidates should 

email rrausch@sjsmarysville.org or call 937-240-3003.   
 

The St. John’s JEC program is accepting applications for Full and Part-time positions in our extended Preschool 
and afterschool programs.  Applicants must be at least 18 years old and should have prior experience in 
education or care although we will provide training for the right candidate. We are an ODE licensed facility.  
Interested candidates should email abalderson@sjsmarysville.org or call 937-240-3005. 

 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Depending on what products you have with 
Thrivent, you may have Choice Dollars 
available to you for free.  Once a quarter, 
you may designate your Choice Dollars to  
St. John's.  This is no cost to you and allows 
you to further support the ministry here at 
St. John's.  Any 2022 Choice Dollars you 
have not designated by the end of March, 
will be designated by Thrivent to something 
of their choice.  You can call 1-800-847-
4836 and when prompted say Thrivent 
Choice and press 1.  If you prefer, go 
to Thrivent.com and login with your user ID 
and Password.  Click on Membership 
overview and scroll down to Thrivent 
Choice.  Thank you for choosing to support 
us with your Choice Dollars.  Small amounts 
add up.  In 2022, you donated $6,277.00 of 
your Choice Dollars to St. John's Marysville. 

Pictorial Directories are in! After much 
anticipation, our 2022 directories have arrived 
and are ready for pick-up.  Directories can be 
found in the Marie Pfarr room (will be in the 

gym for 11am services). They are labeled in alphabetical order 
and available for those who either took a photo with Universal 
or submitted a photo to include. Questions? Reach out to Laura 
Zeiler (lauraezeiler@gmail.com or 913-549-0057). Thanks to all 
who helped our new directory come together!  

Caring Hearts Grief and Loss Support Group 
2nd Wednesday of Each Month      6-7:30pm  

Marysville Church of the Nazarene 
1126 North Maple St., Marysville 

People grieve for many different reasons:  
The death of a loved one or pet. Divorce or 
changes in a relationship, including 
friendships, your health or the health of a 
loved one. Our Support Group can provide 
comfort, healing, support, and resource.  It is 
a safe place for you to share your grief and 
hear from others who also are on their own 
grief journey. No cost, no reservation 
required.  For more information, contact Ray 
Vance, Bereavement Counseling Professional, 
at 937-469-0565. 

mailto:lauraezeiler@gmail.com
mailto:rrausch@sjsmarysville.org
mailto:abalderson@sjsmarysville.org
mailto:lauraezeiler@gmail.com
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Altar Flower Available Dates 
 

The Flower Committee has many altar 
flower dates available. Flowers can be from 
florists, garden centers, or personal flower 

gardens. Many dates are available throughout the year.  
 

The following dates are available for the first few 
months: 
 

February 5 March 12 April 16 
February 12 March 19 April 23 
February 19 March 26 April 30 
February 26   

 

If anyone would like to place flowers on the altar, please 
contact Charlotte Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to 
reserve a date. 

 

Chancel flowers are available almost every weekend. 
 

Mount Vernon Nazarene University 
Collegians Chorale Mission & Ministry 

Opportunity 
 

May 18-30, 2023, I've been given an opportunity to 
join Mount Vernon Nazarene University Collegians 
Chorale for a life-changing experience on a 
ministry/concert tour to Italy, Croatia, and Hungary. 
This trip is a unique blend of faith and learning 
which MVNU values highly. We will be making 
music and sharing the gospel by singing for local 
churches. This includes making contacts for the 
churches' outreach initiatives that wouldn't be 
possible without music groups like ours. We will 
also do service projects for these churches that may 
involve ministering to refugees. Finally, we will 
immerse ourselves in the culture as we see the 
sights in this part of the world. 
 

I have been blessed to use my musical talents 
during my time at St. John's School and I've loved 
getting to continue this passion for music and Christ 
while attending MVNU. I want to give you the 
opportunity to be involved in our mission and 
ministry through prayer and possibly financial 
support.  
 

I'm excited to see how God will use Collegians 
Chorale in this unique way and I'm expectant of 
what God has in store. Thank you for your 
consideration!  Megan Vollrath 
 

My information is as follows 
phone: 937-707-9342 

email: mvollrath4@gmail.com  
 

Donations can also be given to the group as a whole 
at giving.mvnu.edu, select OTHER, and indicate 

Collegians Mission Trip 2023. 

Your life has changed forever.  The daily emotions and 
challenges can seem too hard to bear.   
 

Find help at a Loss of a Spouse seminar.  You’ll hear: 
 Practical advice from others who have been there. 
 What to expect in your grief. 
 How to cope with life without your spouse. 
 Why it won’t always hurt this much. 
 

Please join us for this encouraging seminar. 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 from 2:00-4:00 pm 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, 7960 St. Rt. 38,  
Milford Center, OH  43045 

Call Janet at 614-561-7411 to register. 
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Packets Available 
 

Applications and Fact 
sheets, along with an 
addressed envelope, are 

available and located on the visitor counter in the 
Marie Pfarr Room for those interested in the 
Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization of 
Ohio.  Any questions, please contact Rich Rausch at 
614-551-3003 or rrausch@stjohnsmarysville.org   

Weekly Notes & News Deadline 
 

Please submit articles by no later than Tuesday at noon 
to Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary. Call 937-240-

3004, mail to the church office, or email to  
rbullerman @sjsmarysville.org 

ACES:  Please join us for euchre and 
fellowship this Wednesday at the Youth 
House at 1:30 p.m.  Cost is $1.00 including 
prizes, drinks, and cookies.   

www.griefshare.org/spouse 

mailto:mvollrath4@gmail.com
http://giving.mvnu.edu/
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Spring Cycle of GriefShare  

begins on February 16, 2023 
 

The 13-week spring cycle of GriefShare will begin  
in-person on Thursday evenings (Feb. 16-May 18) 
from 6:00-8:00 PM at St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
7960 State Route 38, Milford Center, OH 43045.   
 

GriefShare is a Bible-based seminar and support group 
for people grieving the death of a loved one.  Each 
GriefShare session includes a video seminar, small 
group discussion, and workbook study.   
 

There is a $15 suggested donation, which covers the 
cost of the workbook.   
 

To register, please visit www.griefshare.org or text 
Deaconess Janet Nicol  

at 614-561-7411.   
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Neudettelsau Nostalgia:  The 1880 school is featured in the Marie Pfarr room display case.  The brick 

structure had two floors, each with a single classroom and potbelly coal-burning stove to provide heat.  
Former student Florence Nicol Watkins shared that the packed lunches kept in the entry would sometimes 
be frozen by lunchtime.  When the school was about 50 years old, its condition became a concern.  The 95 
students in grades 1 through 8 were crowded into the building and the drafty windows made the classrooms 
difficult to heat.  A 1931 committee recommended a new school be built, but it was tabled.  The state fire 
marshal had condemned the building, but it was resolved not to build immediately unless forced to do so. 
 

The matter was resolved in the early morning hours of 
Wednesday, February 3, 1937, when a fire destroyed the 
school.  An overheated stove or errant coal ember was believed 
to have caused the fire which quickly engulfed the building.  
Within an hour of the fire being discovered, the slate roof 
collapsed leaving only the brick walls standing.  All the 
textbooks were lost, as well as the students’ personal Bibles.  
Also consumed by the fire was the bass drum used by the 
Settlement Band. Displayed in the case is the charred window 
sill and attached flag holder, salvaged by “Uncle Ed” 
Blumenschein. 

 
 
 
 

After the fire, the remaining walls were pulled down and the debris 
hauled away in wheelbarrows.  The following Sunday, the church 
fathers met to begin planning for the new school.  In an arrangement 
with Marysville schools, the students attended classes for the 
remainder of the school year in two rooms in the East building. 
 

The cornerstone for the new school was laid on June 20 and, in an 
amazingly brief time, the new “fireproof” school was dedicated on 
October 3, 1937—only eight months following the fire.  The opening 
day of the school year that fall had been postponed until the new 
building was completed. 
 

We invite you to look at the photos displayed, as well 
as clothing worn and items from the era the old school 
was built. 
 

TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Micah 6:1-8 
The Israelites were a stubborn nation, but the Lord loved them.  He performed so many miracles as well as provided 

for their every need, and yet, like distracted and complaining children, they wandered away from their Father.   
Yet God never stopped pursuing them, just like He continues to pursue us.  

1Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord 
has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to 
you?  How have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you 
from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember what 
Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from 
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Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God? 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Sun. 9 a.m. & Sat. 6 p.m.) Psalm for Epiphany 4: Refer to page 3 of this worship program for the reading. 
 

Epistle Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
The wisdom of this world is foolishness, although the world says otherwise.   

The wisdom that comes from God is worthy of boasting, for His will last for eternity.  
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly 
to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26For 
consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord.”  

L This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus sat on a mountainside and inspired the crowds with the foundational teaching of living the Christian life.   

These qualities included meekness, mercy, purity, peace, and persecution for righteousness, just to name a few.  
Blessings such as gaining the kingdom of heaven, inheritance, fulfillment, and seeing God are some of the wonderful 

promises given for those who pursue these Beatitudes that Jesus described. All in all, we are promised an eternal  
future in Heaven one day where we will meet our Lord face to face. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2And 
he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10“Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 


