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The season of Advent is a time of hopeful anticipation—not only for December 25, but even more for the 

second coming of Christ. Christians live in constant hope for that day. But during the season of Advent, 

our longing becomes more explicit and acute. The annual celebration of the incarnation reminds us that, 

as surely as Christ first came hidden as a newborn child, so also will He come again with glory for all to 

see. On that day, He will exercise vengeance on His enemies and restore all creation.  Each of the 

Scripture readings points to this restoring work of Jesus. Psalm 146 contrasts those who hope in princes 

with those who hope in the God of Jacob. The Lord looks with favor on such people and promises to help 

them. The Psalm concludes with the confession that the Lord will reign forever. The Epistle from James 5 

calls Christians to wait for the day of Jesus’ coming with patience, which is a lesson that John the Baptist 

learned the hard way in prison in the Gospel from Matthew 11. The good news throughout these 

readings is not only that Jesus has come in the past, but that He will come again with vengeance to bring 

life to those who languish in the wilderness. The Third Sunday in Advent is traditionally recognized as 

Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin word for “rejoice.” Many congregations continue this tradition by 

lighting the pink candle in the Advent wreath. The theme of joy and rejoicing frames the Old Testament 

Reading from Isaiah 35, as the prophet calls the people to joy and gladness in light of the promise that all 

creation will rejoice at the Lord’s coming. 



 

 

Saturday 6 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Traditional Worship Services 
 

Kevin Vollrath – Organist 

 

“Until Then . . .” - James 5:7-11 
Advent is a most joyful time and a time for great praise of our God. Today is the “joyful 

Sunday” in Advent. With Mary’s beautiful song, the Magnificat, we exult that God has 

“done great things” and that “His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 

generation” (LSB, pp. 248–49). With Mary, we rejoice that God “has shown strength with His 

arm” especially to those who are lowly and humbled. In his paraphrase of the Magnificat, 

hymn writer Stephen Starke invites us to “Sing the greatness of the Lord” and “With praise 

and blessing Join in confessing God, who is solely Mighty and holy” (LSB 933:1). There is so 

much joy in Advent—it simply must be shared! 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC (9 a.m. Sun.) “Silent Night” by Laney Kieffer 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION                “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LSB 515 
 

INVOCATION 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 100; 118:24 

P This is the day that the LORD has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! 
P Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His 

people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
C Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 
P Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 
C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all 

generations. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE 3RD CANDLE IN ADVENT HOPE 

In Advent hope we gather and worship trustingly, assured that Christ is coming to set  

His people free. Our Advent-hope hosannas Expectantly arise to Jesus Christ,  

the Savior who comes from Paradise. With Advent hope our praises re-echo 

joyfully to greet our Lord’s arrival in His humility. 
 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar Text: © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:  Creative Worship License no. 110004464 
 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 6 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; Disperse the 

gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, 

alt. Text: Public domain 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
C Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed. We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those 

things we ought not to have done. We have not always made Your kingdom of first 

importance in our lives. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and 

forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change 

what is sinful in our lives that each day we may grow in righteousness and godly living 

to the glory of Your holy name. 

P God is gracious and forgiving. He shows His kingly power in ways that are merciful.      

To each of us, our Lord says, “Fear not!” and promises pardon, life, and salvation.        

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I announce to you the forgiveness of all     

of your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  As you 

believe, so may it be. 
C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT Psalm 71:14–18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

P Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
 Men: I will hope continually and will praise You yet more and more. 

 Women: My mouth will tell of Your righteous acts, of Your deeds of salvation all the day, 

for their number is past my knowledge. 

 Men: With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come; I will remind them of Your 

righteousness, Yours alone. 

 Women: O God, from my youth You have taught me, and I still proclaim Your wondrous 

deeds. 

C So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim Your 

might to another generation, Your power to all those to come. Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

[Today’s Bible readings are found on page 12 of this worship program]                  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

EPISTLE READING:  James 5:7-11 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

GRADUAL AND VERSE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.; Matthew 11:10b 

P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 Men: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 

 Women: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we 

bless You. 

C Alleluia. Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way 

before You. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:2-15 
 

SERMON HYMN                          “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” LSB 345 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Until Then . . .” - James 5:7-11 
 

CREED  The Third Article 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,            

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P What does this mean? 
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,  

or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 

His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, 

enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 

Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my 

sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead,   

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P … Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever   

and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE WREATHS 
 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 

recognize and submit to you as our Lord.” 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

HYMN TO DEPART                                “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created 

by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House  
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Sunday 11 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
 

 

Jon Lutz – Accompanist 
 

“Until Then . . .” - James 5:7-11 
Advent is a most joyful time and a time for great praise of our God. Today is the “joyful Sunday” in Advent. 
With Mary’s beautiful song, the Magnificat, we exult that God has “done great things” and that “His mercy is 
on those who fear Him from generation to generation” (LSB, pp. 248–49). With Mary, we rejoice that God 
“has shown strength with His arm” especially to those who are lowly and humbled. In his paraphrase of the 
Magnificat, hymn writer Stephen Starke invites us to “Sing the greatness of the Lord” and “With praise and 
blessing Join in confessing God, who is solely Mighty and holy” (LSB 933:1). There is so much joy in Advent—it 
simply must be shared! 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Invocation 
P: Sing to God, sing in praise of His name, extol Him who rides on the clouds, rejoice before Him—              

His name is the Lord. 
C: Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. Our God is a God who 

saves; from the Sovereign Lord comes escape from death. 
P: Your procession, God, has come into view, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary. 
C: Praise God in the congregation; praise the Lord in the assembly. Summon Your power, God show us 

Your strength, our God, as You have done before. 
P: Proclaim the power of God, whose majesty is over us, whose power is in the heavens. 
C: You, God, are awesome in Your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives power and strength to His people. 

Praise be to God! Amen! 
 

Opening Song:  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Time of Confession and Forgiveness  
P: Lord, we confess. 
C: We confess that sometimes we doubt, that sometimes we question You. We confess that sometimes 

our faith is not what it should be. 
P: We confess that during trials and suffering we struggle with worship; with prayer and the things You 

have called us to do. 
C: We confess that doubt creeps in, because we do not keep our eyes, our hearts, and minds focused  

on You Jesus.  
P: We confess that our focus is more on the world than it is on Your Kingdom, more on ourselves than       

on You. We confess and repent of our ways Lord, ways that do not include You first in our lives. 
C: Forgive us Lord for our sins. Amen 

 

  We Hear God’s Word    
 

(Today’s Bible readings are found on page 12 of this worship program)                  
 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

Epistle Reading:  James 5:7-11 
 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-15 
 

Response Song:  “Mary Did You Know?” 
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Message:  “Until Then . . .” - James 5:7-11 
 

  We Respond to God’s Word   
 

Affirmation of Faith 
P: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
C: And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made: of the same essence as the Father.    
Through him all things were made. 

P: For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the  
virgin Mary and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. 

C: The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never 
end. 

P: And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and the Son,           
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets. 

C: We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come.  

P: You are the Lord and there is no other. Amen 
 

  We Pray   
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing of the Wreaths 
 

Offerings of Our Time, Talents & Treasures 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to recognize and 
submit to you as our Lord.” 

 

  We Depart in Peace    
 

Benediction 

 

Closing Song:  “Hark the Herald Angels Song/King of Heaven” 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

A Time for Thanksgiving! 
During this season of Thanksgiving we at St. John's have so much to be thankful for. The planning for expansion 
comes closer to reality and so many families continue to prayerfully consider the expansion campaign. 

Remember this campaign is not reliant on a few large gifts but all of 
us coming together. The "100 for 100 for 100" is an example of how 
100 families (or groups of families) giving 100 dollars a month for 
100 months (just over 8 years) will raise the next million dollars for 
the building expansion. To join the 100 for 100 for 100 visit: https://
forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6   It is super easy to set up regular 
gifts of $25, $50, $100 or whatever fits your family to regularly give 
to this ever so important campaign. See our E-giving site or use the 
app!   https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home  All of us together 
will be the success of our greatest mission: Our School!  Also don't 
forget the Building with Bounty as Fall Harvest continues. 
 

To date we have $866,000 in hand after feasibility, campaign and 
design bills have been paid and 1.4 million committed.   

 

Questions, commitments or help in setting up contributions 
email treasurer@sjsmarysville.org 

 

All checks need to be made out to St. John’s Church.  Please place your contribution  
in an envelope and write, “Growing ROOTS” on the outside or place in a  

Growing ROOTS envelope.  Scan the QR to GIVE to GROWING ROOTS!  

Buckeyes and Cheese Still Available 
 

St. John’s School still has Buckeyes and Cheese available for sale.  
Please contact Principal Rausch to get yours before it’s gone! 

Email: rrausch@sjsmarysville.org  Phone: 937-240-3003 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
The Flower Committee is taking orders for  
poinsettias to be displayed on Christmas Day. 

Each flower is $8.75 and can be designated in honor or memory 
of loved ones. Orders will be taken until all flowers are  
purchased.  Please place orders with payment in the flower box 
in the Marie Pfarr room. Flowers may be picked up after the 
Christmas Day service or after services on the following  
weekend. 

The Flower Committee thanks you for your  
continued generous support. 

ACES:  Please join us for euchre this Wednesday at 
the Youth House at 1:30.  Take time from your busy 
schedule and join in the fellowship, laughter, and 
fun.  Cost is $1.00 including prizes, drinks, and  
cookies.  We finish a little before 4. 

https://forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6
https://forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home
mailto:treasurer@sjsmarysville.org
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today.  We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  We ask if you are a visitor, or a worship 
scholarship participant (SJ School), to please fill out the blue card located in the pew rack in front of you.  Then drop 
the card in the offering box as you leave worship.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the 
church office at 937-644-5540.     

 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   

 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:00am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 

 

Altar Flowers:  The altar flowers are given in celebration and thanksgiving of the 16th wedding anniversary of  
Ned and Ruthann Rausch. 
 

 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

(Fall-Winter-Early Spring Schedule) 
 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement 
 

1st-5th Grades—Meet together in the gym with Teacher 
Mark Moran, and then move to school classrooms. 

 

6th Grade—Mrs. Ashley Monroe’s Classroom 
 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Susie 
Miller & Mrs. Jayme Allen’s Modular Classrooms. 
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House:  
 

Women’s Bible Study—Mrs. Melissa Vollrath’s Classroom 
(below the school loft):  New Study - Beginning Jan. 8:  
 “Where Love Abides.” An 8-lesson DVD Bible study 

based on John 15:1–17, written by Donna Snow.  It takes 
an in-depth look at what it means to abide in Jesus, the 
True Vine, to bear lasting fruit. 

 Until then, singular studies will be provided each 
week.  No classes on Christmas or New Year Sundays. 

 

Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: Topics are from    
week-to-week. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the Sunday School 
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or 

arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com 

Weekly Worship Bible Readings  

For those of you who would like to study the 
Word ahead of the next weekends worship 
services, we are listing here in the N&N the 
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  
 

December 17-18, 2022  

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 7:10-17 
Epistle Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Weekly Church Attendance 
6:00 pm Saturday and 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday 

 

12/3 & 12/4:  429 

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S           DECEMBER 11-18, 2022 

 

TODAY    Blessing of the Wreaths  
 12/11/22 9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed)  
  10:00 am  Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
    Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service/Gym 
 6:00 pm Sr. LYF: Christmas Party at the Zeiler’s 

MONDAY 5:15 pm SJS Girls/Boys BBall Home vs. New Hope 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
 7:00 pm Board of Administration Mtg./Heritage House 

WEDNESDAY 9:30 am Grades 1-4: Christmas Program Preview/Gym 
 1:30 pm ACES/Youth House 
 6:30 pm Grades 1-4: Christmas Program Presentation 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 8:00 pm Dartball 

FRIDAY 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 

SATURDAY 7:00 pm “Amahl & the Night Visitors” Performance/ 
  Church Sanctuary  
  *6:00 PM SERVICE CANCELLED* 

SUNDAY 9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed): 
 12/18/22  Communion 
  10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
      Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service: Communion  
 3:00 pm “Amahl & the Night Visitors” Performance/ 
  Church Sanctuary 
 6:00 pm Jr. LYF Christmas Party/Youth House 

Congregational Tithe—Second Quarter Mission 
 

 Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2022-23 
 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%;  

Member Mission Outreach, Vacation 

Bible School, Armed Forces Ministry, 

Lutheran Hour, Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League  - 10% Each 



 

 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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 Sr. LYF News… 
 

TONIGHT—December 11th: LYF 
Christmas Party at the Zeiler's! Come 
dressed in your best ugly sweater at 6pm 
for a night of fellowship celebrating the 
Advent season! We will enjoy holiday 
games, hot chocolate and treats, a 

devotional, and white elephant gift exchange. Plan to bring a 
gift ($10 limit) along to add to our exchange. Address is 19085 
West Darby Road, Marysville. We hope to see you there!  
 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Luminaries - our 
milk jug luminaries are made and ready to go for 
Christmas Eve services, now we just need your 
help to set them up around the church, light and 
maintain them, as well as clean them up after the candlelight 
service. You can sign-up for a timeslot to help on the 24th at 
www.tinyurl.com/LYFluminaries, all help is appreciated!  

Window Restoration Project Completed!  It’s finally done!!!  Our beautiful stained-glass windows have 
been cleaned, repaired and protected.  The two-man, one woman crew finished the church window 
restoration project this past Friday, December 2nd, after being on campus since late August.  Have you noticed 
how much brighter the windows are or have you been in the sanctuary when the sun is coming through?  They 
sparkle!  Take a moment to really look, I bet you will see some details in the glass you didn’t notice before.  
They are just as impressive from the outside after removing years of dirt, replacing the clouded protective 
glass and repairing/painting all the frames. 
 

A huge thank you to all who have and are still donating to this project! 
 

Many have asked, so I wanted to let you know where we are fiscally regarding this project.  We currently have 
a negative balance of -$25,113.02 in the Special Funds, Window Restoration line item, however, this negative 
balance will be eliminated over the next 1-2 years as pledges made to the window fund are received.  Any 
donations from this point on will go toward reducing the negative balance and ultimately rebuilding the fund 
to support future maintenance and repairs.  To keep the windows in good repair, we do intend to schedule 
regular maintenance every 3-5 years to ensure they are beautiful and protected for generations to come. 

Calling All Christmas Carol-ers!!! 
 

Join us in singing Christmas Carols:  TODAY, Sunday 
December 11th: 1pm to 3pm - going to homebound 
church members. 
 

Please meet at the cafeteria doors to the school to 
start.  Please feel free to wear any fun Christmas attire you 
have, and invite friends.  We want this to be a simple, fun and 
easy way to share God's love at this time of year. 
 

If you know of a homebound member that you want to be sure 
is not overlooked, or with any other questions or suggestions, 
please contact Amanda by email, phone or text: 
 

AmandaDavisAnd2Littles@gmail.com  /  937-243-7471 

Christmas Eve Luminaries  
at the Cemetery 

 

Please join families of  
St. John's observing the foreign custom of 
placing luminaries on graves of loved ones 
on Christmas Eve.  What a reminder this can 
be for us and our community that: 
 

"Jesus came to us at Christmas as the 
Light of the world and so we have the 

comfort and peace of knowing our 
loved ones are with the 

Light in everlasting joy and happiness." 

http://www.tinyurl.com/LYFluminaries
mailto:AmandaDavisAnd2Littles@gmail.com


 

 

 

MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

Save the Date: Amahl & The Night Visitors 

 

On Saturday, December 17 at 7:00 pm, and Sunday, 
December 18 at 3:00 pm, “Amahl and the Night 
Visitors” will be presented here at St. John’s in the 
church sanctuary.   
 

This family friendly Christmas musical presentation tells 
the story of a poor crippled boy’s encounter with the 
Three Wise Men who are on their journey to 
Bethlehem.  The story is an uplifting tale of love, faith, 
and a Christmas miracle.  Please join our local singers 
and professional cast for this Christmas classic.  
Admission is free with donations welcome.   
 

Donations will go toward 
the St. John’s  

Stained Glass Window 
Restoration Fund.   

REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR BELLS  

to the 11:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service on  
Christmas Eve so we can ring in Christmas at midnight! 
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Children's Musical Offerings for  
Christmas Eve Family Service 

 

We are again cordially inviting any young people to 
offer their vocal or instrumental musical gifts at 
Christmas for the 30 minutes prior to our Christmas 
Eve Family Service.  PLEASE NOTE:  Since the service 
begins at 6:00 p.m., the half-hour of music will 
begin at 5:30 p.m.  Contact Dale Scheiderer at (937)
243-4562 or email at dales05@embarqmail.com to 
let us know who will be participating.  To God be 
the Glory for the musical abilities He has planted in 
these young people!   

mailto:dales05@embarqmail.com


 

 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

Church Nursery Returning! 
 

We are getting the church nursery 
up and running and we  

need your help!  
 

The nursery will be available for newborns-2 years old. 
Please see the sign up genius on the school website or 
email  rcolumber@gmail.com if you are able to help and 
I will send you the link. We will need two volunteers 
each Sunday for the 9 am service beginning January 1st. 
If you are willing to be on a last minute "fill-in" list as 
well, please let me know.   
 

We are also looking for donations 
of the following items: 
Antibacterial Wipes, Baby 
Wipes, Crayons, Hand Sanitizer, 

Goldfish Crackers, Gerber Puffs Snacks.  There will be a 
box available in the Marie Pfarr room for any donations. 
Thank you for your help! 

 

Union County Comprehensive Plan 

The County’s comprehensive plan is a 
way to inventory current conditions and 
set goals for how the County will look in 

the future.  The last plan was updated in 2013.  An 
updated comprehensive plan provides a basic road map 
to current and prospective citizens, 
businesses, public officials, and 
developers.  This survey of Union 
County is the first step in updating the 
plan.  We need your opinion!  The 
survey is open through December.   
 

Please take a moment to complete the survey, it can be 
found through the LUC website:   

www.lucplanning.com   
 

On the front page of the website, under Union County 
on the right side of the page, click the link to Union 
County Comprehensive Plan.  Thank you! 
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Thank you, St. John’s Family! 
Thank you to everyone who donated shoes for our 
Shoe Drive!  We collected 3022 pairs of shoes to be 
given to those in need around the world!   

 
 

We also raised 
$1,341.90  

for our Building 
Campaign!   

 

Praise God!   
 

Weekly Notes & News Deadline 
 

Please submit articles by no later than Tuesday at noon 
to Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary. Call 937-240-

3004, mail to the church office, or email to  
rbullerman @sjsmarysville.org 

mailto:rcolumber@gmail.com


 

 

TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
Isaiah prophecies the day of the redeemed when the ransomed will return. A day of rejoicing and celebration, singing and joy.    
We will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of God. Isaiah says we are to be strong and not fear, for God is coming to save. 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 2it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble 
knees. 4Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with 
the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8And a highway shall be there, and 
it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they 
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.   

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading:  James 5:7-11  
James preaches patience until the coming of the Lord, especially patience in the face of suffering. He reminds us of the 

perseverance and the blessings of Job and the prophets. He says the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of 
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.  

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Sat. 6 p.m. & Sun. 9 a.m.) Children’s Message & Gradual and Verse 
 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-15 
John the Baptist, in prison and facing death, asks if Jesus is the one who is to come. This is not exactly what he expected.           

Jesus states that miracles are being performed and the good news is being proclaimed. Jesus quotes from the prophet Malachi  
and says that John was the one prophesied to prepare the way of the Lord. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 7As they went away, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 
kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom 
it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, 
among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing 
to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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