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 Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we   
 KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and  
 SOW His love in Word and deed. 

 

 
 

 

The Advent season as a whole is a time in which the Church not only prepares to celebrate the Feast of Our 
Lord’s Nativity but also looks forward in repentance and faith to our Savior’s glorious second coming. Advent 
2 in particular emphasizes the peace believers have based on the present fulfillment of God’s promises. In 
the Collect of the Day, addressed to God the Father, the coming by which “we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds” is Jesus’ constant coming to us in Word and Sacrament. The Epistle relates hope and “the 
encouragement of the Scriptures” (Rom 15:4). The Introit foretells the message of John the Baptizer: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Is 40:3). But the 
Gospel account of John and his denunciation of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Mt 3:7–10) moves us to 
recognize that the one mightier than John has already come (3:11) For many Christian people, reading the 
Word of our Lord from a “red letter” edition of the Bible is a special blessing. Seeing the words of Christ 
highlighted in a special color may make them more immediate and noticeable. The last sentence with red 
words in those Bible editions is Revelation 22:20, in which the Lord promises: “Surely I am coming soon.” 
John, the writer of Revelation, follows with these inspired words: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” Those words 
became part of the worship life for many in the Early Church as they expectantly awaited the return of the 
Lord to the earth and the completion of His promised eternal kingdom. In the season of Advent, we echo 
that ancient yearning cry: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”  



 

 

Saturday 6 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Traditional Worship Services 
 

Divine Service Setting One - LSB pg. 151 
 

Dale Scheiderer – Organist 

 

“Abounding Hope” - Romans 15:4-13 
Small boy to grocery clerk: “Do you have any Advent?” Clerk: “I don’t think so—what is it?” 

Boy: “I don’t know either; but Mom says we can’t have Christmas till we have Advent.” We 

know, as we said last Sunday, that Advent is the time when we get ready for the coming of 

Jesus, His coming at Bethlehem, His coming to our hearts, and His coming at the end of the 

world. We have to wait a few more weeks to celebrate His coming at Bethlehem, and we 

don’t know how long we have to wait for His final coming at the end of time. All we know is 

that we learn to wait by His coming to our hearts every day. Today’s Epistle says that God 

gives us abounding hope as we wait. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338 
 

LIGHTING OF THE 2ND ADVENT CANDLE 

In Advent hope we gather And worship trustingly, assured that Christ is coming To set His 

people free. Our Advent-hope hosannas Expectantly arise to Jesus Christ, the Savior Who 

comes from Paradise. With Advent hope our praises Reecho joyfully to greet our Lord’s 

arrival In His humility. As Advent hope-filled people, We resolutely pray,  

“Amen, O longed-for Savior! Come, Lord, with us to stay!” 
 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 3, 6 
 

Refrain 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!  
 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient times 

didst give the Law in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain  
 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; Disperse the 

gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar Text: © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004464 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION - LSB 151 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD - LSB 152  
 

(Sun. 9 a.m.) WORSHIP PRESENTATION by the SJLS 3rd & 4th grades, “Joy to the World” 

Teachers, Mrs. Ashley Monroe & Mrs. April Firestone 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 156 
 

[Today’s Bible readings are found on pages 14-15 of this worship program]                  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Abounding Hope” - Romans 15:4-13 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 158  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P … With hope we pray: 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 

recognize and submit to you as our Lord.” 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT - LSB 160 
 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION [as found on page 15 of this worship program] 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 
 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION LSB 164 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  LSB 344 

“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”  LSB 508 

“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LSB 336 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
 

HYMN TO DEPART                 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” LSB 358 stz. 1-4 
 

Acknowledgments Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created 

by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Sunday 11 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
 

 

Steve Bumgarner – Accompanist 
 

“Abounding Hope” - Romans 15:4-13 
Small boy to grocery clerk: “Do you have any Advent?” Clerk: “I don’t think so—what is it?” Boy: “I don’t 
know either; but Mom says we can’t have Christmas till we have Advent.” We know, as we said last Sunday, 
that Advent is the time when we get ready for the coming of Jesus, His coming at Bethlehem, His coming to 
our hearts, and His coming at the end of the world. We have to wait a few more weeks to celebrate His 
coming at Bethlehem, and we don’t know how long we have to wait for His final coming at the end of time. 
All we know is that we learn to wait by His coming to our hearts every day. Today’s Epistle says that God 
gives us abounding hope as we wait. 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Invocation 
P: The Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
C:  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he 

made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 
P:  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
C: Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 
P: I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. I will consider all 

your works and meditate on all your mighty deeds.” 
C: Your ways, God, are holy. What god is as great as our God? You are the God who performs miracles; 

you display your power among the peoples. With your mighty arm you redeemed your people, the 
descendants of Jacob and Joseph. Amen  

 

Opening Song:                                    “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
Come Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free. From our fears and sins release us,  

let us find our rest in Thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art.  
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart! 

 

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King. Born to reign in us forever,  
now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone!  

By Thine all sufficient merit raise us to Thy glorious throne! 
 

CCLI Song # 31999 Charles Wesley | Rowland Hugh Prichard © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716 

 

Opening Prayer 
P: Heavenly Father, as we come before You today, we are reminded of the miracles You have performed. 

Miracles of creation and rescue and redemption. We read the prophecies of Your son, Jesus, of His 
righteousness and faithfulness. Of His coming and of His birth. We are thankful Lord as we can see a day 
of hope and peace, of rest and glory. Jesus, You are our Savior, our Redeemer. We know that You save 
and that You live. We praise You Jesus, and we love You. And we pray in Your Holy Name. Amen 

 

Time of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Lord, we confess. 
C: We confess that we have forgotten Your miracles, Your promises. We have trusted in ourselves first. 
P: We confess that we do not seek You. 
C: We confess that we do not keep our eyes, our hearts, and minds on You Jesus. We confess that we 

forget that You sit at the right hand of the Father, interceding for us, even now. 
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P: We confess that our focus is on our earthly circumstances instead of eternity. We confess and repent of 
our ways Lord, ways that do not include You first in our lives. 

C: Forgive us Lord for our sins. Amen 
P: We are Yours, Lord.  Thank You for forgiving us.  Amen. 

 

Worship Presentation by the SJLS Middle School, “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel”    
 Teacher, Mr. Mark Moran 

 

  We Hear God’s Word    
 

(Today’s Bible readings are found on pages 14-15 of this worship program)                  
 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Epistle Reading:  Romans 15:4-13 
 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Response Song:                                         “Away In A Manger” 
Away in a manger no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes but little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.  
I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky and stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 

 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay close by me forever and love me I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care and fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

CCLI Song # 38583 James Ramsey Murray | John Thomas McFarland | Martin Luther © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain   
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716 

 

Message:  “Abounding Hope” - Romans 15:4-13 
 

  We Respond to God’s Word   
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  We Pray   
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Offerings of Our Time, Talents & Treasures 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to recognize and 
submit to you as our Lord.” 

 

  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper    
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

 

We Prepare (as found on page 15 of this worship program) 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Music During Communion:                          “The Servant King” 
From heav'n You came helpless babe. Enter'd our world Your glory veil'd.  

Not to be served but to serve and give Your life that we might live! 
 

Chorus 
This is our God the Servant King! He calls us now to follow Him.  

To bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the Servant King! 
 

There in the garden of tears. My heavy load He chose to bear.  
His heart with sorrow was torn, yet not my will but Yours He said 

 

Come see His hands and His feet, the scars that speak of sacrifice.  
Hands that flung stars into space to cruel nails surrendered! 

 

So let us learn how to serve and in our lives enthrone Him.  
Each other's needs to prefer for it is Christ we're serving 

 

CCLI Song # 78897 Graham Kendrick © 1983 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716    

 

  We Depart in Peace    
 

Benediction 

 

Closing Song:                                             “Meekness And Majesty” 
Meekness and majesty, manhood and deity in perfect harmony.  

The Man who is God, Lord of eternity, dwells in humanity, kneels in humility and washes our feet. 
 

Chorus 
O what a mystery, meekness and majesty. Bow down and worship for this is your God! This is your God! 

 

Father's pure radiance, perfect in innocence yet learns obedience to death on a cross.  
Suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice and as they crucify prays 'Father forgive' 

 

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible, Love indestructible in frailty appears.  
Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly, lifts our humanity to the heights of His throne! 

 

CCLI Song # 1400 Graham Kendrick © 1986 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

A Time for Thanksgiving! 
During this season of Thanksgiving we at St. John's have so much to be thankful for. The planning for expansion 
comes closer to reality and so many families continue to prayerfully consider the expansion campaign. 

Remember this campaign is not reliant on a few large gifts but all of 
us coming together. The "100 for 100 for 100" is an example of how 
100 families (or groups of families) giving 100 dollars a month for 
100 months (just over 8 years) will raise the next million dollars for 
the building expansion. To join the 100 for 100 for 100 visit: https://
forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6   It is super easy to set up regular 
gifts of $25, $50, $100 or whatever fits your family to regularly give 
to this ever so important campaign. See our E-giving site or use the 
app!   https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home  All of us together 
will be the success of our greatest mission: Our School!  Also don't 
forget the Building with Bounty as Fall Harvest continues. 
 

To date we have $866,000 in hand after feasibility, campaign and 
design bills have been paid and 1.4 million committed.   

 

Questions, commitments or help in setting up contributions 
email treasurer@sjsmarysville.org 

 

All checks need to be made out to St. John’s Church.  Please place your contribution  
in an envelope and write, “Growing ROOTS” on the outside or place in a  

Growing ROOTS envelope.  Scan the QR to GIVE to GROWING ROOTS!  

Buckeyes and Cheese Still Available 
 

St. John’s School still has Buckeyes and Cheese available for sale.  
Please contact Principal Rausch to get yours before it’s gone! 

Email: rrausch@sjsmarysville.org  Phone: 937-240-3003 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
The Flower Committee is taking orders for  
poinsettias to be displayed on Christmas Day. 

Each flower is $8.75 and can be designated in honor or memory 
of loved ones. Orders will be taken until all flowers are  
purchased.  Please place orders with payment in the flower box 
in the Marie Pfarr room. Flowers may be picked up after the 
Christmas Day service or after services on the following  
weekend. 

The Flower Committee thanks you for your  
continued generous support. 

ACES:  Please join us for euchre this Wednesday at 
the Youth House at 1:30.  Take time from your busy 
schedule and join in the fellowship, laughter, and 
fun.  Cost is $1.00 including prizes, drinks, and  
cookies.  We finish a little before 4. 

https://forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6
https://forms.gle/EVsdaSFu1t6uq7PM6
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home
mailto:treasurer@sjsmarysville.org
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today.  We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  We ask if you are a visitor, or a worship 
scholarship participant (SJ School), to please fill out the blue card located in the pew rack in front of you.  Then drop 
the card in the offering box as you leave worship.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the 
church office at 937-644-5540.     

 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   

 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:00am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 

 

Altar Flowers:  The altar flowers are given in celebration and thanksgiving of Benjamin James Zeiler's first birthday, by 
Mom and Dad (Laura and RJ Zeiler). 
 

 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

(Fall-Winter-Early Spring Schedule) 
 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement 
 

1st-5th Grades—Meet together in the gym with Teacher 
Mark Moran, and then move to school classrooms. 

 

6th Grade—Mrs. Ashley Monroe’s Classroom 
 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Susie 
Miller & Mrs. Jayme Allen’s Modular Classrooms. 
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House:  
 

Women’s Bible Study—Mrs. Melissa Vollrath’s Classroom 
(below the school loft):  Topic - “Esther” 
 

Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: Topics are  
week-to-week. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the Sunday School 
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or 

arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com 

Weekly Worship Bible Readings  

For those of you who would like to study the 
Word ahead of the next weekends worship 
services, we are listing here in the N&N the 
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  
 

December 10-11, 2022  

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Epistle Reading: James 5:7-11 
Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:2-15 

 

Weekly Church Attendance 
6:00 pm Saturday and 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday 

 

11/26 & 11/27:  270 

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S             DECEMBER 4-11, 2022 
 

TODAY  9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed):  
 12/04/22   Communion 
  10:00 am  Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
    Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service: Communion  
 

MONDAY 5:00 pm SJS Girls/Boys BBall Home vs. Oakstone 
 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 1:30 pm ACES/Youth House 
 6:00 pm Preschool Christmas Program/Gym 
 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 2:30 pm Golden Eagles: Texas Tenors Concert 
 6:00 pm Alt. K/Kindergarten Christmas Program/Gym 
 8:00 pm Dartball 
 

 

FRIDAY 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 

 

SATURDAY 6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service 

 

SUNDAY 9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed) 
 12/11/22 10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
      Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service/Gym 
 6:00 pm Sr. LYF: Christmas Party at the Zeiler’s 
  
  
 
    

Congregational Tithe—Second Quarter Mission 
 

 Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2022-23 
 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%;  

Member Mission Outreach, Vacation 

Bible School, Armed Forces Ministry, 

Lutheran Hour, Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League  - 10% Each 
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NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

 

Crock-Pot Insert Needing Switched 
 

With thankful hearts we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Part  
of the festivities is FOOD! If you brought an oval 7-quart Crock-Pot to the 
Golden Eagles Lenten Meal April 6, 2022, I would like to return this black 
crock insert to the rightful owner as it does not fit my pot or allow the lid to 
snap closed. I look forward to having a crock and latching lid!  
 

Thank you for checking. Call Wanda DuPuis at 614-542-9964 

Weekly Notes & News Deadline 
 

Please submit articles by no later 
than Tuesday at noon to Regina 

Bullerman, Church Secretary.  
Call 937-240-3004, mail to the 

church office, or email to  
rbullerman @sjsmarysville.org 

Church Nursery Returning! 
We are getting the church nursery up and running and we need your help! The nursery 
will be available for newborns-2 years old. Please see the sign up genius on the school 
website or email rcolumber@gmail.com if you are able to help and I will send you the link. 

We will need two volunteers each Sunday for the 9 am service beginning January 1st. If you are willing to be on  
a last minute "fill-in" list as well, please let me know.  We are also looking for donations of the following items: 
Antibacterial Wipes, Baby Wipes, Crayons, Hand Sanitizer, Goldfish Crackers, Gerber Puffs Snacks.  There will be  
a box available in the Marie Pfarr room for any donations. Thank you for your help! 

mailto:rcolumber@gmail.com


 

 

 

MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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 Sr. LYF News… 
 

December 11th: LYF Christmas Party at 
the Zeiler's! Come dressed in your best 
ugly sweater at 6pm for a night of 
fellowship celebrating the Advent season! 
We will enjoy holiday games, hot 
chocolate and treats, a devotional, and 

white elephant gift exchange. Plan to bring a gift ($10 limit) 
along to add to our exchange. Address is 19085 West Darby 
Road, Marysville. We hope to see you there!  
 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Luminaries - our 
milk jug luminaries are made and ready to go for 
Christmas Eve services, now we just need your 
help to set them up around the church, light and 
maintain them, as well as clean them up after the candlelight 
service. You can sign-up for a timeslot to help on the 24th at 
www.tinyurl.com/LYFluminaries, all help is appreciated!  

Lutheran Hour Ministries - Project Connect:  Maybe you have noticed the pamphlets at the base of the 
balcony steps.  Project Connect is an outreach of Lutheran Hour Ministries.  This ministry has pamphlets that 
address many topics we have as Lutherans.  Topics like, who was Luther, to psychosocial issues like depression, 
addiction, and suicide.  There are topics on relationships and life events.  Hank Edward’s started this ministry 
at St. Johns years ago, and he graciously passed the baton, ensuring these resources stay available.  Please 
take a look at these resources.  These are helpful for you or to share with others in tough times.  Pamphlet 
information can be downloaded in PDF format from the LHM website (lhm.org).  Besides the base of the 
balcony steps, pamphlets are available in the entry to the Heritage House and outside the school cafeteria.   
 

Any questions, contact me, Marie Van Gorden 614-736-7162 or marievangorden@gmail.com. 

The Mexican Fiesta Dinner 8th Grade 
Washington D.C. Trip Fundraiser scheduled 

for December 9th has been CANCELLED. 

Calling All Christmas Carol-ers!!! 
 

There will be two opportunities to sing 
Christmas Carols this year. 

 Friday, December 9th: 3pm to 5pm - 
going to Monarch, Walnut Crossing and 
Bluebird nursing homes. 

 Sunday December 11th: 1pm to 3pm - 
going to home-bound church members. 

 

For both times, please meet at the cafeteria doors to the school 
to start.  Please feel free to wear any fun Christmas attire you 
have, and invite friends.  We want this to be a simple, fun and 
easy way to share God's love at this time of year. 
 

If you know of a home-bound member that you want to be sure 
is not overlooked, or with any other questions or suggestions, 
please contact Amanda by email, phone or text: 
 

AmandaDavisAnd2Littles@gmail.com  /  937-243-7471 

Christmas Eve Luminaries  
at the Cemetery 

 

Please join families of  
St. John's observing the 
foreign custom of placing luminaries on 
graves of loved ones on Christmas Eve.  
What a reminder this can be for us and our 
community that: 
 

"Jesus came to us at Christmas as the 
Light of the world and so we have the 

comfort and peace of knowing our 
loved ones are with the 

Light in everlasting joy and happiness." 

http://www.tinyurl.com/LYFluminaries
http://lhm.org/
mailto:marievangorden@gmail.com
mailto:AmandaDavisAnd2Littles@gmail.com


 

 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

Save the Date: Amahl & The Night Visitors 

 

On Saturday, December 17 at 7:00 pm, and Sunday, 
December 18 at 3:00 pm, “Amahl and the Night 
Visitors” will be presented here at St. John’s in the 
church sanctuary.   
 

This family friendly Christmas musical presentation tells 
the story of a poor crippled boy’s encounter with the 
Three Wise Men who are on their journey to 
Bethlehem.  The story is an uplifting tale of love, faith, 
and a Christmas miracle.  Please join our local singers 
and professional cast for this Christmas classic.  
Admission is free with donations welcome.   
 

Donations will go toward 
the St. John’s  

Stained Glass Window 
Restoration Fund.   

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?  

If so, please call the church office at 937-644-5540 and  
arrangements will be made for someone to pick you up.  
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MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

Union County 
Comprehensive Plan 

 

The County’s comprehensive plan 
is a way to inventory current 
conditions and set goals for how 
the County will look in the future.  

The last plan was updated in 2013.  An updated 
comprehensive plan provides a basic road map to 
current and prospective citizens, businesses, public 
officials, and developers.  This survey of Union County is 
the first step in updating the plan.  We need your 
opinion!   
 

Please take a moment to complete 
the survey, it can be found through 

the LUC website:   

www.lucplanning.com   
 

On the front page of the website, 
under Union County on the right side 
of the page, click the link to Union 
County Comprehensive Plan.  Thank you! 

SJS Rewards Rebate 
Program 

Did you know that simply 
by shopping at Kroger,  
St. John's School can earn money. All you have to 
do is go to the following website and link your 
Kroger Plus card. This does not take away from your 
personal rewards or gas points.  Thank you for 
supporting SJS! 

 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-
rewards 

 

Box Tops has switched to a completely digital 
collection program. This does require you to 
download the Box Tops app on your smart phone. 
Once in the app choose St. John's Lutheran as your 
school of choice then take a picture from the app of 
your receipt after grocery trips. If you order 
groceries online and only receive digital receipts, 
please download the app and choose  
St. John's.  
 

Then forward your email with your digital receipt 
to receipts@boxtops4education.com.  
 

For questions on this process, please 
email cea@sjsmarysville.org 

 
 

Join The Columbus  

Maennerchor 

Come and enjoy a taste of Germany as we 

celebrate a German Christmas Tradition: 
 

Christkindlmarkt 

Dates:  December 3 and December 4 

Times:  Saturday, 12:00-10:00 pm 

 Sunday, 12:00-8:00 pm 
 

Outside of Valter’s at The Maennerchor 

976 S. High Street 

Columbus, OH  43206 
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A tremendous THANK YOU to Mike Priday, Sam 
Vollrath, and Joy and Larry Ballard for assembling 
and decorating the church Christmas Tree! 
 

I want to thank everyone who sent me birthday 
cards; especially the little ones who practiced their 
writing on the cards.  I really enjoyed them very 
much.  Blessings, Mary Stierhoff 
 

Christmas Decorations 
The Flower Committee is in charge of the 
Christmas decorations throughout the 
church. The following ladies donated 
their time to decorate the church for 

Christmas: Jacque Jobe, Jill Kleiber, Lori Reed, Angie 
Vollrath, and Charlotte Blumenschein. Their hard 
work to make the church look beautiful for 
Christmas is appreciated. 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
mailto:receipts@boxtops4education.com
mailto:cea@sjsmarysville.org
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TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah prophecies of the Messiah, who rises up from the lineage of Jesse (and David). He will judge by righteousness with 

wisdom and understanding. He will judge with righteousness the poor and needy- and the wicked of the earth. He 
prophesies of a child leading and a day of peace, rest, knowledge, and glory. 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the 
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow 
and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9They 
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the 
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.   

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading:  Romans 15:4-13  
Paul, in his letter to the Romans, writes that the Scriptures were written to teach. He quotes numerous prophecies of the 

Gentiles inclusion into the Kingdom. All for the glory of God. He preaches acceptance of one another, just as Christ 
accepted them. All for the praise of God. He blesses them with a prayer of hope, joy, and peace. 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant 
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your 
name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who 
arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Sat. 6 p.m. & Sun. 9 a.m.) Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
John the Baptist, as prophesied by the Prophet Isaiah, prepares the way for the Lord. He preaches a message  

of confession and repentance. People come to him from throughout Judea and are baptized by him in the Jordan  
River. He warns the Pharisees and Sadducees with harsh words and tells of the one, Jesus, who will arrive  

soon to baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the 

+ 14 + 



 

 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair 
and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and 
all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning 
against the body and blood of the Lord.  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks 

of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord  
eats and drinks judgment on himself.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

 

The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod Lutheran Christians.   
Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully review the following statements: 

 

1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:16-20 
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of self-

examination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.                                
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness.  I am sorry for my sins.  1 John 1:8-9 
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.                 

Romans 3:21-24 
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of  Holy 

Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.                       
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

6. If possible, so far as it depends on me, I seek to live peaceably with all.  Romans 12:17-19 
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in God’s 

promises and obeying His commands.  Galatians 5:22-24 
 

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper.  If you do not 
agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you sin 
against the body and blood of the Lord.  If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of St. 
John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our 
partnership in the Gospel.  You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding any 
point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.  
 

Gluten-Free Communion Wafers:  A gluten-free communion wafer option is now 
available for those who are allergic.  They are located in the brass cup in the middle of 
the communion plate.   
 

Communion Wine:  For those who have health related, or other issues with drinking 
alcohol, please take the purple individual communion cup.  It contains all water with one 
drop of wine. 

+ 15 + 



 

 


