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 Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we   
 KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and  
 SOW His love in Word and deed. 

 

 
 

 

The Old Testament Reading and the Gospel for this day present a clear theme: The Lord 
rejects those who come before Him boastfully but receives and justifies those who come in 
repentant faith. This theme also pervades the Psalm: “The boastful shall not stand before your 
eyes. . . . But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house” (Ps 5:5, 
7). The Epistle for this day, the final installment in a continuous reading from 2 Timothy, gives 
us a glimpse of St. Paul in his final days, when, in prison, he has nothing to boast but can cling 
only to Christ in faith. Yet, in the face of death, Paul is certain of eternal life. Jesus, while on 
the road to Jerusalem, continues His teaching of the disciples. In this parable Jesus seems to 
speak directly to those who consider themselves righteous, perhaps the Pharisees. He tells 
the story of a Pharisee and a tax collector praying. One has words of arrogance and another 
words of humility. Later Jesus states the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like 
children. 



 

 

Saturday 6 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Traditional Worship Services 
 

Dale Scheiderer – Organist 

 

“Acceptable Sacrifice” - Genesis 4:1-15 
The Cain and Abel story has been well known to us since Sunday School days. This is not 

only a narrative about murder but also about acceptable sacrifice, that is, offerings that 

are pleasing to God. Let us ask, How Is It That a Sacrifice Is Acceptable to God, and What 

Are the God-Pleasing Sacrifices We Today Offer to the Lord? 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION             “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” LSB 794 
 

INVOCATION 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Through faith in Jesus Christ, we are adopted as God’s sons and daughters and drawn 

into His kingdom. By means of His Word and Supper, we gather to receive our Savior’s 

mercy and then respond to Him in thanksgiving and praise. Because of our sins of 

thought, word, and action, we are unworthy of the grace we receive. Therefore, at our 

Lord’s invitation, let us come before our heavenly Father in humility and faith, seeking 

His pardon for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. Received into the certainty and security of His eternal kingdom, be 

assured that you belong to Him—He is your Father, and you are His children! As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

(Sat. 6 p.m.) WORSHIP PRESENTATION by the SJLS Jaguar Singers, "We Are the Church"  

by Every and Marsh, Mrs. Val Moran accompanist 
 

(Sun. 9 a.m.) WORSHIP PRESENTATION by Jaiden Archer singing, “In the Garden”  
"In memory of my Great Grandparents, Wally and Milly Rausch,  

on the anniversary of their wedding October 17, 1943." 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

SALUTATION   

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray 
C and always ready to give more than we either desire or deserve. 
P Strengthen us in the certainty of the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting in Your 

heavenly kingdom, 
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C that, as Your children, we may love and trust in You all our days; 
P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

[Today’s Bible readings are found on page 12 of this worship program] 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Genesis 4:1-15  

 

EPISTLE READING:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 18:9-17 
 

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                            “Father Welcomes” LSB 605 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Acceptable Sacrifice” - Genesis 4:1-15 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 

recognize and submit to you as our Lord.” 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN TO DEPART                                “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”  LSB 651 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  
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Sunday 11 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
 

 

Jon Lutz – Accompanist 
 

“Acceptable Sacrifice” - Genesis 4:1-15 
The Cain and Abel story has been well known to us since Sunday School days. This is not only a narrative 
about murder but also about acceptable sacrifice, that is, offerings that are pleasing to God. Let us ask,  
How Is It That a Sacrifice Is Acceptable to God, and What Are the God-Pleasing Sacrifices We Today Offer to 
the Lord? 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Invocation 
 

Opening Song:  “Your Grace is Enough” 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Time of Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Lord, we confess our sins. 
People: We confess the sin of pride, the sin of believing we are righteous by our own actions,               

our own works. 
Pastor: We confess that we love and even prefer the praise of humans to that of You. 
People: We confess that our instinct is to trust in ourselves first, and then, You. 
Pastor: I confess that I am more concerned with my will, vice Your will. 
People: Come quickly to help me, my Lord and my Savior. 
Pastor: Have mercy on me Lord, a sinner. 
People: Amen! 

 

Holy Baptism of Cadence Colleen Pinti 
 

Worship Presentation by The SJS First Graders, “You Say” - Lauren Daigle 
 

  We Hear God’s Word    
 

[Today’s Bible readings are found on page 12 of this worship program]                  
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 4:1-15 
 

Epistle Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 18:9-17 
 

Response Song:  “Came to My Rescue” 
 

Message:  “Acceptable Sacrifice” - Genesis 4:1-15 
 

  We Respond to God’s Word   
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Pastor: You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty You will give water 

without cost from the spring of the water of life.  
People: Those who are victorious will inherit all, and You will be our God and we will be Your children. 
Pastor: Every knee will bow before You; every tongue will acknowledge that You are God. 
People: Before You, every knee will bow; by You, every tongue will swear. We will say of You,                

‘In the Lord alone are deliverance and strength.’” 
 

+ 4 + 



 

 

Pastor: You are the Lord, and there is no other; apart from You there is no God. 
People: It is the Lord who made the earth and created mankind on it. Your own hands stretched          

out the heavens.     
Pastor: You are the Lord and there is no other. 
People: Amen.  

 

  We Pray   
 

Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Offerings of Our Time, Talents & Treasures 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to recognize and 
submit to you as our Lord.” 

 

  We Depart in Peace    
 

Benediction 

 

Closing Song:  “Honey in the Rock” 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

Christmas Bazaar 2022 
The Christmas Bazaar is less than a month 
away!  To say the least, we are all so 
excited and a bit anxious, since it hasn't 
happened for three years.  The date is 

Saturday, November 12th, from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

As in past years, the Bazaar will offer 75 tables of 
handmade crafts, the Ladies Aid baked goods, the 
cafeteria will serve homemade food all day (carry-out 
available), the Kids Area will again offer activities for 
kids like the Cake Walk, face painting and the Secret 
Santa Shop. 
 

Please plan to join us - it will be a memorable day! 
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Halloween is just around the corner but don't be afraid!  

The Bible tells us over 60 times to not fear or be afraid.  So cast those fears, ghosts and goblins aside as there is 
so much to be excited for in the Building Expansion and Growing Roots Campaign this month!  The Building 
Committee is sharing the updated plans for the expansion project with congregational and school families this 
month!  Fish Eyes was a great success with 200 joining us for a night of fellowship for a great cause!  

Remember this campaign is not reliant on a few large gifts but all of 
us coming together with what we prayerfully consider.  It is super 
easy to set up regular gifts of $25, $50, $100 or whatever fits your 
family to regularly give to this ever so important campaign. See our    
E-giving site or use the app!   https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/
home     All of us together will be the success of our greatest mission: 
Our School!  Also don't forget the Building with Bounty as Fall Harvest 
is upon us. 
 

To date we have $830,000 in hand after feasibility, campaign and 
design bills have been paid and over 1.4 million committed.  You may 
have noticed a dip in these numbers as we reconciled the fundraising 
and bill pay sides to make sure the most up to date numbers are 
presented as the design phase has made great strides.   
 

Questions, commitments or help in setting up contributions 
email treasurer@sjsmarysville.org 

 

All checks need to be made out to St. John’s Church.  Please place your contribution in an 
envelope and write, “Growing ROOTS” on the outside or place in a Growing ROOTS 

envelope.  Scan the QR to GIVE to GROWING ROOTS!  

October is Pastor  
Appreciation Month!  

We are so thankful for all that Pastor 
Jack does for our congregation, 

school, and community! As usual, we want to shower 
him with our thanks, cards, and notes of appreciation!  
 

You can bring your cards for Pastor Jack and put them 
in the marked box in the Marie Pfarr Room.  There will 
also be a box set out during the Contemporary 
Service.  If you are staying home, social distancing, 
quarantining, or otherwise not going to be at church, 
you can mail your card to the office at 12809 St. Rt. 
736, Marysville, OH 43040.  Contact Regina at the 
church office if you would like your card picked up at 
your home, and we will make arrangements to do so.  
 

Please bring or send your Pastor Appreciation cards 
by 9:00 a.m. on October 30th. We will present them 
to Pastor Jack at church on Reformation Sunday, 
October 30th. 

ACES:  Please join us Wednesday to play 
Euchre at the Youth House from 1:30 to 
4:00 p.m.  Cost is $1.00.  Join us for an 
afternoon of fun, prizes, and snacks.  We 
would love to see you! 

Upcoming dates: Nov. 9 & 30 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home
mailto:treasurer@sjsmarysville.org
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today.  We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  We ask if you are a visitor, or a worship 
scholarship participant (SJ School), to please fill out the blue card located in the pew rack in front of you.  Then drop 
the card in the offering box as you leave worship.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the 
church office at 937-644-5540.     
 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   
 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:00am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 

 

Altar Flowers:  The altar flowers are to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the blessing of our granddaughters, 
Harper and RaeAnn Priday, on this the third anniversary of their adoption.   They have made our family complete. 

Erin, Mike, Connie, Andy and Jessica Priday     
 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

(Fall-Winter-Early Spring Schedule) 
 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement 
 

1st-5th Grades—Meet together in the gym with Teacher 
Mark Moran, and then move to school classrooms. 

 

6th Grade—Mrs. Ashley Monroe’s Classroom 
 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Susie 
Miller & Mrs. Jayme Allen’s Modular Classrooms. 
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House:  
 

Women’s Bible Study—Mrs. Melissa Vollrath’s Classroom 
(below the school loft):  Topic - “Esther” 
 

Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: Schedule Below 
10/23: Will join the Youth Catechism Class in the sanctuary 
for the Hymnal 101 Video Series. 
10/30: Class Cancelled 
11/13: Will join the Youth Catechism Class in the sanctuary 
for Ed Hahn’s presentation on the Church Windows & 
Colors. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the Sunday School 
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or 

arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com 

Weekly Worship Bible Readings  

For those of you who would like to study the 
Word ahead of the next weekends worship 
services, we are listing here in the N&N the 
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  
 

October 29-30, 2022  

Old Testament Reading: Revelation 14:6-7 
Epistle Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
Holy Gospel Reading: John 8:31-36 

 

Weekly Church Attendance 
6:00 pm Saturday and 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday  

10/15 & 10/16:  283 

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S             OCTOBER 23-30, 2022 

TODAY  9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed)  
 10/23/22 10:00 am  Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
    Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism: Hymnal 101 Video 
  Series/Sanctuary 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 
 1:00 pm John King Memorial Service/Sanctuary 
 3:00 pm Trick or Treat Fam Jam & Book Fair 

MONDAY  SCHOOL CLOSED:  Teacher In-Service 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
 5:30 pm Thrivent Workshop: There are Days that  
  Change Everything/Gym 
 7:00 pm All Boards Meetings/Heritage House  

WEDNESDAY  Ladies Aid Craft Times: 10:00 am-12:00 pm & 
  5:00-7:00 pm/Youth House: LAST DATE 
 1:30 pm ACES/Youth House 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 8:00 pm Dartball/Gym 

FRIDAY 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 

SATURDAY 6:00 pm Sr. LYF: Fall Fun at Little Darby Creek Maize 
 6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service 

SUNDAY  Reformation Sunday 
 10/30/22 9:00 am  Sanctuary Worship Service (Live-Streamed):  
   Confirmation Class Anniversary Recognition  
  10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
      Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am 2022-23 Youth Catechism/School Modulars 
 11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service: MOVED TO 
  SANCTUARY 

Congregational Tithe—Second Quarter Mission 
 

 Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2022-23 
 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%;  

Member Mission Outreach, Vacation 

Bible School, Armed Forces Ministry, 

Lutheran Hour, Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League  - 10% Each 
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NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

SAVE THE DATE -  NOVEMBER 16, 2022  
VETERAN’S RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
Speaker: Warren Motts, Mott’s Military Museum  
“FREEDOM ISN’T FREE!” 
 

As a part of our continued ministry to remember and honor our 
veterans, we invite you to attend a special Veteran’s program on 
November 16th, featuring speaker Warren Motts, founder of 
Mott’s Military Museum in Groveport, Ohio.  You will find Mr. 
Motts’ vast knowledge of our country’s military operations and 
history informative and inspiring as he shares his thoughts on the 
importance of remembering and honoring the men and women 

who have served to protect and defend our country, often at great personal cost.  We hope you will join 
us for this special program to help salute our hero's!!  Come and bring a friend.  Watch for location and 
time coming soon! 

 

Weekly Notes & News Deadline:  Please submit 
articles by no later than Tuesday at noon to Regina 

Bullerman, Church Secretary. Call 937-240-3004,  
mail to the church office, or email to  

rbullerman @sjsmarysville.org 

 

Milk Jugs Needed!   
Can you hardly believe Christmas is right around the 
corner? St. John's LYF is in need of your empty milk 
jugs as we prepare to make our Christmas Eve 
luminaries to decorate outside the church! A bin will 
be placed in the Marie Pfarr room for collection 
through November 27th. We appreciate your help in 
our Christmas celebration!  

 
 

THE 11 A.M. CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE WILL 

MOVE TO THE CHURCH SANCTUARY ON OCT. 30. 



 

 

 

MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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ALTAR FLOWER AVAILABLE DATES 

 

There is only one date available for altar 
flowers through the end of the year: 
 

November 27  
 

Chancel flowers are available almost every 
weekend.  Please call Charlotte 
Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to reserve 
any special dates for flowers in church.  

 
 
 

The Flower Committee 
thanks you for your  
continued support. 

Ladies Aid Requests for the  
Christmas Bazaar  

 

We are winding down 
creating things to sell at the 
Christmas Bazaar on 
November 12th.  People have 
been so generous, we've not 
had to spend much money on 
supplies.  Praise God in thanksgiving for 
our members who donated without 
hesitation! 
 

Our updated list of needs: matte finish 
polyurethane spray, uncooked rice or beans, 
artificial snow, small sets of Christmas lights, 
and large ball ornaments (clear preferred  
but colored are fine too).  Please put any 
donations on the pew in the Marie Pfarr 
Room.  Thanks so much! 
 

This Wednesday, October 26, is our last 
craft day. You are still welcome to join us.  
You don't have to be a professional crafter, 
just willing to give it a try.  We will meet on 
Wednesday 10 a.m. to noon and 5-7 p.m. at 
the Youth House. 

 

Thanks for your help!! 

Lots of Opportunities to Help Out at the 2022 Christmas Bazaar! 
 

As the Bazaar gets closer, we are trying to get our ducks in a row.  We need helpers in lots of areas.  There are 
signup sheets in the Marie Pfarr Room and on the info table in the gym.  If you have questions on anything,  
please let us know; call either Brande Vollrath at 937-243-5289 or Kim Zacharias at 937-537-1946.  Thanks! 

Three Year Old Beginner  
Bible Presentation 

 

The following children will be presented with a  
3 Year Old Beginner Bible during the worship 
services the weekend of November 19 & 20: 

 
 

Leah Arnold Liza Foster  
Titus Bendo Violet Jacobs 
Hucklee Blankenship Hayden Millikin 
Matilda Clensy Vivia Rutan 
Henry Cortez Faith Theirgartner  
Aiden Finney Henry Vu 

 

They are welcomed into our Early Childhood Sunday School 
Classes in the church basement. 

 

If you are aware of other three year old St. John’s church 
members that should be included in this list, please contact 
Emily Anderson (937-303-2164 or emmyjane819@yahoo.com). 

St. John’s School SPOTlight Drama  
 
 

St. John’s School SPOTlight Drama is in need 
of a pony scaffold (pictured) for the 
Christmas program on December 14.   
 

If you have one that you could let the school 
borrow, please contact Audrey Ervin at 
aervin@sjsmarysville.org.  Thank you! 

Sr. LYF News… 
 

 October 29th: Fall fun at the Maize at Little 
Darby Creek - we will meet at 6pm to partake 
in the corn maize, pumpkin blasters and 
more. Once dark, we'll then brave the 'field of fright' 
together! Bring along $5, a friend or two, and we're sure to 
have a great time! Please let Laura or RJ Zeiler know you'll be 
attending by October 26th so we can purchase tickets (913-
549-0057). 

 November 13th: Devotions and games at the Youth House, 
6pm.  

 December 11th: LYF Christmas Party! We'll meet at Laura 
and RJ's house at 6pm for our annual Christmas Party—save 
the date!  

mailto:emmyjane819@yahoo.com


 

 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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NEED A RIDE TO 
CHURCH?   

If so, please call the 
church office at 937-
644-5540 & arrangements will be made for 
someone to pick you up in the Church Bus. 

St. John’s Lutheran  
Church Bus 

The 10th week session 
is titled, “Lessons of 
Grief – Part 1.” This 

session shares an often-overlooked reason 
why grief is so painful, why going to church 
can be so difficult, and the benefits of 
helping others. 
 

If you are grieving the death of a loved one, 
you are welcome to join us for any of the in
-person sessions held on Thursday evenings 
from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 7960 St. Rt. 38, Milford Center.  To 
register, please visit www.griefshare.org or 
text Deaconess Janet Nicol at 614-561-
7411.  
 

Due to the potential spread of the COVID-
19 virus, we ask that you please stay home 
if you are sick or have any symptoms.  Class 
will take place in the Gathering Room, 
where proper seating distance and 
cleanliness is being maintained.  If you wish 
to wear a mask, please feel free to do so.   

New California Presbyterian Church is 
hosting its annual Chicken Noodle Dinner 

on November 5th from 4:30 -7:00 p.m. with 
freewill offering appreciated.  

 

10089 Industrial Parkway  
Marysville, OH  43040 

50th Confirmation  
Anniversary Celebration 

Please join us on Reformation 
Sunday, October 30, 2022, at 
our 9:00 am worship service,  
as we celebrate the following 
St. John’s Confirmation Classes: 
 

Classes of 1972 (50 yrs.), 1962 (60 yrs.), 
1952 (70 yrs.), 1947 (75 yrs.), 1942 (80 yrs.) 

& 81 plus years.   



 

 

 

MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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Walking Miracle 
Thursday, October 27 at 7:30 PM EDT 
 

Join Dave Ritter and the Thrivent Member Network along with the  
Fellowship of Christian Athletes as we host Walking Miracle with 
NFL Linebacker, Author & Resilience Speaker, Ryan Shazier. 
 

During this event, Ryan will inspire you with his comeback story, life 
lessons and his love letter to the power of positive thinking. The Two-Time Pro Bowl NFL Linebacker will share 
how faith and passion for football brought him back from paralysis and helped him find purpose. 
 

Register today: bit.ly/Walking_Miracle 
 

Personally Invited by Thrivent Representative Dave Ritter 937-642-6825 
No products will be sold at this event. For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/social. 

https://bit.ly/Walking_Miracle


 

 

TODAY’S BIBLE READINGS 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 4:1-15 
Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam and Eve, both make an offering of their work to God. God looks with favor on Abel’s but not on 
Cain’s. The dejected Cain is counseled by God to do what is right and beware of sin. But the jealous Cain attacks and kills Abel.  

The Lord drives Cain from the land under a curse, and yet, promises protection for him. 
1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 2And 
again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain 
brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very 
angry, and his face fell. 6The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not 
be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 8Cain spoke 
to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the Lord said 
to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the Lord said, “What have 
you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, 
which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer 
yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is 
greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone 
kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack 
him. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  
Paul, in his second letter to Timothy writes of his soon to be death. He looks forward to the end and the crown of righteousness 

that will be given him by the Lord. Paul gives glory to God for giving him strength and bringing him safely home to Heaven. 
6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. . . . 16At my first 
defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. 
To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 18:9-17 
Jesus, while on the road to Jerusalem, continues His teaching of the disciples. In this parable Jesus seems to speak directly to those 

who consider themselves righteous, perhaps the Pharisees. He tells the story of a Pharisee and a tax collector praying. One has 
words of arrogance and another words of humility. Jesus teaches which man would be justified by God. Later Jesus states the 

Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like children, and all are to receive the Kingdom of God like a child. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 
10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
15Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 
16But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God. 17Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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