
 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

March 2, 2022 

 

As We Gather 
 

As we begin our Lenten journey, we focus our attention on various witnesses to Christ in 
John’s Gospel. We begin with John the Baptist, a man on a mission. “There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him” (John 1:6–7). John the Baptist’s mission is “to bear witness 
about the light.” In fact, fourteen times in John’s Gospel, the word witness is connected with 
John the Baptist. “He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world” (John 1:8–9). John points us to Jesus, 
who takes away our sin, our guilt, and our shame at the cross. 
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Opening Hymn                         “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”  LSB 418 
 

Invocation 
 

Opening Sentences 
P: Today we begin our Lenten journey, recognizing the witnesses who point us to Christ, 
C: testifying to His words and actions for us. 
P: John the Baptist directs us to Jesus, proclaiming: 
C: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P: John’s words remind us that we need forgiveness. We cannot escape our sin, guilt, or shame on our own. 

Though we may try to hide our sin, our heavenly Father knows all things. He invites us to turn to Him so 
that our sin, guilt, and shame might be taken away. Together we confess: 

C: Lord, we come before You filled with regrets of things we should not have done, words we wish we 
could take back, and thoughts we cannot bear to remember. Our sins have infected our 
relationships with others and our relationship with You, Lord. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so the joy of Your salvation might be restored to us. 

P: John’s words remind us that forgiveness comes to us from Jesus. Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world by His death and resurrection. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, the 
Lamb of God, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. Behold, we are forgiven by Christ! 

 

(4 p.m.) Worship Presentation by the SJLS  6th Grade, "Dear Jesus" 
 

Imposition of Ashes 
P: We are indeed forgiven in Christ. Still, in this world, we suffer the wages of sin, which is death. We 

endure pain, disease, and grief. Today we receive the mark of the cross upon us in the form of ashes. 
These ashes remind us that we are merely dust and ashes, that when we die, our bodies will return to 
dust and ashes. But the sign of the cross reminds us that dust and ashes are not the end for us. When 
Jesus returns, He will raise us from the dead, and we will live forever with Him in the new creation. 

C: Amen. We will be free from sin, death, and Satan when Jesus returns. 
 

Imposition Hymns 
“Savior, When in Dust to Thee”  LSB 419 
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  LSB 611 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  LSB 425 

 

Kyrie 
P: Lord, have mercy. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
P: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Psalm           Psalm 51:1–12  
P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot 

out my transgressions. 
C: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
P: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
C: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be 

justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 
P: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
C: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
P: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
C: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
P: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
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P: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
C: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12-19 
12“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 14Who knows 
whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain offering and a drink offering for 
the Lord your God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the 
people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the 
ministers of the Lord, weep and say, “Spare Your people, O Lord, and make not Your heritage a reproach, a 
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 18Then the Lord 
became jealous for His land and had pity on His people. 19The Lord answered and said to His people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a 
reproach among the nations.” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
20bWe implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 1Working together with Him, then, we 
appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For He says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and 
in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the 
Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 
the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and 
yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet 
possessing everything.  

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 
O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Holy Gospel  John 1:29-34 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world! 30“This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because He was 
before me.’ 31I myself did not know Him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that He might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on Him. 33I myself did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen 
and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn                                        “By All Your Saints in Warfare”  LSB 518 sts. 1, 18, 24, 3 
By all Your saints in warfare, for all Your saints at rest, Your holy name, O Jesus, forevermore be blest!  

For You have won the battle that they might wear the crown;  
And now they shine in glory reflected from Your throne. 

 

We praise You for the Baptist, forerunner of the Word, our true Elijah, making a highway for the Lord. The 
last  and greatest prophet, he saw the dawning ray of light that grows in splendor until the perfect day. 
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Our thanks for John the Baptist who, till his dying day, made straight paths for the Savior and heralded His 
way! In witnessing to Jesus through times of threat or shame may we with faith and  

courage the Lamb of God proclaim. 
 

Then let us praise the Father and worship God the Son and sing to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One, till all 
the ransomed number fall down before the throne, ascribing pow’r and glory and praise to God alone. 

 

Sermon Message:  “John The Baptist” - John 1:29-34 
 

Nicene Creed   
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P:  . . . . Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 

Preparation for Holy Communion (Please refer to the insert) 
 

Preface 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Proclamation of Christ 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus 

 

Lord’s Prayer (as found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
 

The Peace of the Lord 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 

Distribution Hymns 
“O Lord, We Praise Thee”  LSB 617 
“Christ, the Life of All the Living”  LSB 420 
“Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing” LSB 421 

 

Dismissal 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
 

Benedicamus 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
 

Hymn                                      “Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain”  LSB 435 


