
 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship Service  

December 31, 2021    7:00 p.m. 

Tonight marks the beginning of a New Year, another index in all time and history. Many of us 
will observe it. You might even find yourself celebrating it later with friends or family wearing 
colorful clothes or a silly hat, or possibly blowing a crazy horn. Most celebrations will be 
festive, because we wish the last year good-bye as we welcome in a fresh year with much 
hope. However, is that primarily why we are here tonight, simply to welcome a New Year? No, 
this rich Christmas season reminds you that there are more essential things to celebrate. On 
this night, we rejoice in two more great actions which God did through our newborn King, 
Jesus. First, we celebrate today because it is the eighth day after Jesus was born—the day 
when He was circumcised and first shed His blood. Then, second, we celebrate this day 
because our newborn King was officially given His name, Jesus, which means “God saves.”  

 

Dale Scheiderer — Organist 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE  
 

EVENING PRAYER — LSB 243 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT — LSB 243 
 

PHOS HILARON LSB 244 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 
 

PSALMODY — LSB 245 
 

PSALM 141 LSB 245 
 

SALUATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now 

ending. 
C: We commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come.   

P: In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit 
C: that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

P: who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

READING:  Romans 8:31b–39 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any 

charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the 

one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who 

indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

L: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

READING:  Luke 12:35–40 
35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who 

are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open 

the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom 

the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service 

and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the 

second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know 

this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 

not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.”   

L: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

L: In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C: But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

OFFICE HYMN                           “Across the Sky the Shades of Night”  LSB 899 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “God saves.”  
 

CANTICLE — LSB 248 
 

MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Based on LSB, p. 249 

P: ...let us keep watch and pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Silent prayer to reflect on God’s faithfulness in the past year and His promise to  

remain with us in the year that is to come. 
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COLLECT FOR PEACE LSB, p. 251, adapt. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 
Our Father who are in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  [as found on page 8 of this worship program] 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year” LSB 896 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 
 

HYMN TO DEPART                                 “Abide with Me”  LSB 878  
 

Acknowledgments Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible 

(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
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New Year’s Day 

January 1, 2022  10 a.m. 

Kevin Vollrath – Organist 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

OPENING HYMN                    “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”  LSB 524 
 

INVOCATION 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:1, 3; Isaiah 9:6b; Philippians 2:10–11 

P: I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
C: Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together!  

P: His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

C: At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Confident that He will grant us forgiveness as we turn in repentance to Him, we confess our sins 
to our gracious God. 

 Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

“What’s in a name?” That simple question begins one of the most memorable quotes from 
William Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet. Through this simple line, Juliet asks a profound 
question about how much or how little a name can mean. When God spoke to Moses out of 
the burning bush, He affirmed the importance of His holy name, as He said: “Say this to the 
people of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and thus I am to be        
remembered throughout all generations” (Exodus 3:15). When God came to earth in person, 
the name by which He was to be known was just as important. In a dream, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph and spoke of Mary, his betrothed, in this way: “She will bear a son, 
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 
The name of Jesus, celebrated on this day, is, to those who believe, a source of power and of 
blessing. It is the greatest of names! 
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P: Heavenly Father, 

C: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have failed to walk in Your ways 
and live in a manner that brings honor to Your name. We have lived for ourselves and 

have not always sought to bring glory to Your name. Mercifully grant us forgiveness and 

bless us this day with a new start for our lives. Amen.  
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 40:6–8; antiphon: v. 16 

P: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; 

C: may those who love Your salvation say continually, “Great is the Lord!”  
P: Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but You have given me an open ear. 

C: Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.  

P: Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 
C: I desire to do Your will, O my God; Your law is within my heart.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,   

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
P: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; 

C: may those who love Your salvation say continually, “Great is the Lord!” 
 

SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Numbers 6:22–27 
22

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
23

“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 

people of Israel: you shall say to them, 
24

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
25

the Lord make his face 

to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 
peace. 

27
“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”  

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING: Galatians 3:23–29 
23

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith 

would be revealed. 
24

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 
justified by faith. 

25
But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 

26
for in Christ 

Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
27

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

put on Christ. 
28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29
And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s     

offspring, heirs according to promise.  

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE 

P: Alleluia. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 

C: for He will save His people from their sins. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 2:21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
21

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the 

angel before he was conceived in the womb.   
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”  LSB 900 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “The Greatest of Names” - Luke 2:21 
 

NICENE CREED 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men 

and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary  and was made man;  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our    

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  [as found on page 8 of this worship program] 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“The Ancient Law Departs”  LSB 898  
 

DISMISSAL 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
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SEQUENCE FOR THE NEW YEAR Psalm 116:17–19a; 119:57 

P: As the New Year begins, there is an opportunity for us to reflect on our lives and to shape them 
according to our faith. In Old Testament times, the people of God made special vows, 

promising Him their devotion and seeking His blessing. The psalmist records such a promise 

with these words: 
C: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord. I will 

pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the house of 

the Lord.  
P: The Book of Psalms includes another vow that is fitting for each of us as the people of God: 

C: The Lord is my portion; I promise to keep Your words.  

P: The start of a New Year is not only a time for us to make or renew vows in the presence of 
God’s people, but also a right time to express to our Savior our thanks for His constant keeping 

of the promises He has made to us and what that means for our lives now and forever. The final 

stanza of John Bode’s hymn, written in 1866, serves us well as we begin this New Year of grace. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                         “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice“ LSB 390  
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go out in peace, joy, and love in the wonderful and powerful name of Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 
Concordia Publishing House. 
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PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an  
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.   
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.   

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord  
eats and drinks judgment on himself.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

 

The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod  
Lutheran Christians.  Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully  

review the following statements: 
 

1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:16-20 
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of       

self-examination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.                          
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness.  I am sorry for my sins.  1 John 1:8-9 
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.        

Romans 3:21-24 
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of  Holy 

Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.                   
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

6. If possible, so far as it depends on me, I seek to live peaceably with all.  Romans 12:17-19 
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in 

God’s promises and obeying His commands.  Galatians 5:22-24 
 

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper.  If you do 
not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you 
sin against the body and blood of the Lord.  If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of 
St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our 
partnership in the Gospel.  You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding 
any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.  

 
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers:  A gluten-free communion wafer option is now available for those who are 
allergic.  They are located in the brass cup in the middle of the communion plate.   
 

Communion Wine:  For those who have health related, or other issues with drinking alcohol, please take 
the purple individual communion cup.  It contains all water with one drop of wine. 
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