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The readings and hymnody of the Advent season call Christians to repentance of sin and renewal of life, as 
we prepare for the coming of our Savior King. The Collect calls upon God to “stir up our hearts . . . to make 
ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 
minds.” Malachi 3, the Old Testament Reading, speaks of a messenger who will prepare the way for the 
Lord’s coming. At His arrival, the Lord of hosts will refine and purify His people so that their offerings (and 
lives) will be righteous and pleasing before Him. Malachi prophesies the ministry of John the Baptist, who 
heralds the one coming after him and preaches a Baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
Ultimately, this forgiveness is the work and gift of this greater one coming after John—Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of hosts in human flesh. The Gospel’s exhortation to bear fruits in keeping with repentance is anticipated by 
the closing verses of the Epistle. Advent is a season of preparation—not only to celebrate the first coming of 
our Lord, but also to prepare for His second coming. What do we do to get ready for His second coming? This 
preparation is itself a work of God; God Himself has already been preparing us (He “began His good work in 
us”) and it is He Himself who continues to prepare us for Christ’s return (He “will bring it to completion”) so 
that we will “be pure and blameless for the day of Christ”. Those who are to prepare the way of the Lord and 
make his paths smooth are those who are in the midst of struggle and difficulty and are burdened by 
personal sin. Thus, preparation assumes two important aspects: repentance and steadfast trust in the 
promises of God. Repentance assumes that the Lord who comes is the righteous King, who demands 
righteousness from His people. To make ready for such a king requires, then, acknowledgment that His 
justice demands our admission of fault. Similarly, if there is no trust that God will work as He has promised, 
there will be no making ready for His advent. If the king is not coming, why bother! The Old Testament 
Reading, speaks of just such a context. The delay of the Lord’s coming has caused the people to “weary” God 
with their accommodation to evil and their doubts. To make such a people ready for His coming, God must 
“refine” them as silver. Hence, purity and blamelessness are the markers of those who bear “the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ”. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Dale Scheiderer – Organist 
 

“Return to the Lord?  How Far?” - Malachi 3:1-7b 
“Clean up your act or you’ll lose your privileges!” And “Shape up or ship out” are slogans 

that suggest that our choices contain consequences. When threatened about 

unacceptable behavior, we may disregard, become defensive, or try to overrule whoever 

is calling us into question. We often resist change; accountability sometimes aggravates us. 

God understands our deep-down-and-dirty defense. And it provokes Him to wrath. He 

could rightly destroy us. Yet His love moves Him to cleanse us and to keep us pure for 

service. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION                    “Prepare the Royal Highway”  LSB 343 
 

INVOCATION 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Two Advent candles are lit. 
 

“Light One Candle” 

Light one candle for Hope, one bright candle for Hope,  

He brings Hope to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

Light one candle for Peace, one bright candle for Peace,  

He brings Peace  to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 
 

Text: Natalie Sleeth, 1930–92. Copyright © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION - LSB 203 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD - LSB 204 
 

INTROIT Psalm 81:8; 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

P: The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,                   

make His paths straight.” 
C: Hear, O My people, while I admonish you! O Israel, if you would but listen to Me! 

P: I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your 

mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
C: But My people did not listen to My voice; Israel would not submit to Me. 

P: Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My ways! 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths 

straight.” 
 

KYRIE LSB 204 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 205  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Malachi 3:1-7b 
Years before John the Baptist was born, his coming and purpose was prophesied.  

The Lord does not change; He is our constant, always refining, always purifying, and always  

inviting us to return to Him. As we wait for Jesus, let us return to the Lord and live for Him. 
1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of 

his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 

fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi 

and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 

who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who 

thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 6“For I the LORD do not 

change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of your 

fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”  

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

WORSHIP PRESENTATION by the First Review, “Breath of Heaven” 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Philippians 1:2-11 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison, expressing his longing for them to know  

that the work started by the Lord in them wasn’t finished yet. He encouraged them  

to increase in love until the return of Jesus. 
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3I thank my God 

in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 

with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am 

sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, 

for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection 

of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 

knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be 

pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-20 
For hundreds of years, the world awaited and ached for the up-and-coming promised Messiah.  

But before Jesus entered into His ministry, John the Baptist was called to prepare the way for Him.  

He brought a message of repentance to a crooked world, softening hearts to receive  

the gift of salvation that would come through Jesus. He baptized with water,  

preparing them for the Lord’s baptism of the Holy Spirit and of fire.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, 

and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
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Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he 

went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every 

valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 

become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.’” 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in 

keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then 

shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who 

has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be 

baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no 

more than you are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we 

do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false 

accusation, and be content with your wages.” 15As the people were in expectation, and all 

were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John 

answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is 

coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So with 

many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, 

who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things 

that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED LSB 206 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being 

of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;  who for us men and for 

our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 

and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 

with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 

by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 

+ of the world to come. Amen. 
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Return to the Lord?  How Far?” - Malachi 3:1-7b 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition: 

P: … We pray, 
C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 

 “Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 

recognize and submit to you as our Lord.” 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT - LSB 208 
 

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  [as found on page 6 of this worship program] 
 

PREFACE LSB 208 
 

SANCTUS LSB 208 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 209 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 209 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it  

is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

trespass against us;  and lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 209 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 209 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
 

DISTRIBUTION LSB 210 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”  LSB 344 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  LSB 347 

“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”  LSB 622 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 212 
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION LSB 212 
 

HYMN TO DEPART                        “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” LSB 359 
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PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an  
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.   
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.   

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord  
eats and drinks judgment on himself.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

 

The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod  
Lutheran Christians.  Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully  

review the following statements: 
 

1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:16-20 
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of self-

examination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.                          
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness.  I am sorry for my sins.  1 John 1:8-9 
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.        

Romans 3:21-24 
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of  Holy 

Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.                   
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

6. If possible, so far as it depends on me, I seek to live peaceably with all.  Romans 12:17-19 
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in 

God’s promises and obeying His commands.  Galatians 5:22-24 
 

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper.  If you do 
not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you 
sin against the body and blood of the Lord.  If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of 
St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our 
partnership in the Gospel.  You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding 
any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.  

 
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers:  A gluten-free communion wafer option is now available for those who are 
allergic.  They are located in the brass cup in the middle of the communion plate.   
 

Communion Wine:  For those who have health related, or other issues with drinking alcohol, please take 
the purple individual communion cup.  It contains all water with one drop of wine. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines 
 

The Board of Elders has approved the following 
guidelines to reopen the sanctuary in response to the 
governor’s announcement: 
 

 Mask wearing will be optional and will no longer 
be required, but will still be available for those 
choosing to use them.   

 Gloves will no longer be required for the ushers. 
 Every pew will be available for seating. 
 The Plexiglass shields will no longer be used. 
 Since the cold and flu season is approaching, 

Pastor Jack and the Elders will again be wearing 
gloves and masks while giving communion as an 
extra level of precaution.  The Common Cup will 
not be used at this time, and everyone will be 
asked to return to their pew until the service is 
concluded.  

 Those wishing to receive communion in their cars 
may continue to do so. 

 Attendance Cards will be placed back into the 
pews at a later date. 

 Contemporary Service will return at a later date. 
 The Offering Boxes will still be used until further 

notice. 
 Hand sanitizer will still be available. 
 

Additional Worship Service Information:  
 By Radio  - You can join our worship service by 

tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM at 8:00 a.m. 
airtime. 

 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio 
to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services. 

 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live 
streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:                       
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2021-22 Holiday Worship Service Schedule 

 

Presentation of Christmas by 
St. John’s School Children: 

Preschool - Wednesday, December 8 
Alt. K/Kindergarten - Thursday, December 9 

Grades 1-4 - Wednesday, December 15 
Grades 5-8 - Thursday, December 16 

(All presentations start at 6:00 pm in the school gym) 
 

Christmas Program Preview for Grades 1-4: 
Monday, December 13 at 9:30 am 

 

Christmas Program Preview for Grades 5-8: 
Tuesday, December 14 at 9:30 am 

(Both of these morning Christmas Program Previews are 
open to church members and school families to attend) 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
Friday, December 24  

Family Service at 7:00 pm 
Candlelight Service at 11:00 pm (with communion) 

 

Christmas Day Service 
Saturday, December 25 at 10:00 am  

(with communion) 
**No 6:00 pm weekly worship service** 

 

New Year’s Eve Service 
Friday, December 31 at 7:00 pm  

(with communion) 
 

New Year’s Day Service 
Saturday, January 1, 2022 at 10:00 am  

(with communion)  
**No 6:00 pm weekly worship service** 

 

Please Join Us - All Are Welcome! 
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We're here to GROW ROOTS!  
 

See how far we've come and how far we 

have to go - your thoughtful gift will help 

us to GROW! We ask that you please 

prayerfully consider a one time gift or 

ongoing commitment in support of the 

capital campaign to expand our ministry 

within our Church and School. 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today.  We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  We ask if you are a visitor, or a worship 
scholarship participant (SJ School), to please fill out the blue card located in the pew rack in front of you.  Then drop 
the card in the offering box as you leave worship.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the 
church office at 937-644-5540.     
 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   
 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:00am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 
 

Altar Flowers:  Altar Flowers are to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for our many blessings.   
 Ned and Ruthann Rausch 

 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement 
 

1st-6th Grades—Meet in the gym together for singing time 
with Mr. Mark Moran, then break out into school classrooms. 

 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Susie 
Miller & Mrs. Jayme Allen’s Modular Classrooms. 
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House 
 

Women’s Bible Study—Mrs. Melissa Vollrath’s Classroom 
(below the school loft): Topic - “Chosen”, a study of the 
Book of Esther. CURRENTLY POSTPONED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria:  Topic - “God’s 
Trustees” 

 

If you have questions, please contact 
Sunday School Superintendent, Lisa 

Arnold at 937-205-1802 or 
arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com 

Weekly Worship Bible Readings  

For those of you who would like to study the 
Word ahead of the next weekends worship 
services, we are listing here in the N&N the 
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  
 

December 11-12, 2021  

Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 

Holy Gospel Reading: Luke 7:18-28 

 

Weekly Church Attendance 
6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday  

11/27 & 11/28:  210  

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S             DECEMBER 5-12, 2021 

 

TODAY 9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion       
 12/05          10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
   Youth & Children Sunday School 
  10:00 am Youth Catechism/School Modulars 
 11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion &  
  “Live Streaming” 
 2:15 pm Golden Eagles: Mannerchor Christmas  
  Concert 

 

MONDAY        8:00 pm Adult Open Gym Volleyball 

 
 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
 5:00 pm SJS Basketball Games Home vs. Cypress 
 

WEDNESDAY 8:20 am Golden Eagles & SJS Students: Wreaths of  
  Honor Service 
 1:30 pm ACES/Youth House 
 6:00 pm SJS Preschool Christmas Program/Gym   

 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 6:00 pm SJS Alt. K/Kind. Christmas Program/Gym 

 

FRIDAY 1:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 3:00 pm CEA: SJS/SJC Community Christmas  
  Caroling 
 

SATURDAY 6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service 

 

SUNDAY 9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service  
 12/12 10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
   Youth & Children Sunday School 
  10:00 am Youth Catechism/School Modulars 
 11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming”  
 1:30 pm CEA: SJS/SJC Community Christmas  
  Caroling   

Congregational Tithe Second Quarter Mission  
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2021-22 

 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%;  

Member Mission Outreach,  

Vacation Bible School,  

Armed Forces Ministry, Lutheran Hour,  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) - 10% each. 

Church Office Has Moved:  Pastor Jack and Regina 
have moved their offices from the school building to 
the Heritage House.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to email or call. 



 

 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

 

Mannerchor Concert - Today! 
 
 
\ 

  

For those attending The Columbus Mannerchor Christmas Concert in German Village today, please remember 
we will leave the church parking lot at 2:30.  The bus will be ready to board at 2:15.  The concert begins at  
4:00 pm at St. Mary’s Church, and following the concert we will travel a short distance to Valter’s Restaurant 
for a wonderful German meal!  Remember dinner is on your own.  What better way to prepare your hearts 
and minds for the coming of the Christ Child! 
 

Wreaths of Honor Service - Wednesday December 8th, 8:20 am 
Again this Christmas we will be honoring our Veterans buried in the cemeteries of  
St. John’s and St. Paul Churches.  A dedication of the wreaths will take place during 
School Chapel on Wednesday, December 8, at 8:20 am in the church sanctuary.  As a 
part of our on-going partnership with our St. John’s school students, they will be 
playing a significant role in the service as we honor our military.   
 

As we remember the 80th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day, “A Day that will live in 
infamy,” on December 7th, this is indeed a significant time to remember and honor 

those who lie in eternal rest in our cemeteries.  This is an open invitation to parents, grandparents, veterans, 
church members and guests to come and join us for this brief but important Commemoration of the Wreaths 
of Honor.  May God bless our Veterans and may God Bless America! 
 

Holland, Michigan - May 12 - 15, 2022 
As you may recall, we were all disappointed when our trip to the Holland 
Tulip Festival in Holland, Michigan was cancelled last May due to Covid 
concerns!  This good news is that we’ve just learned that the City of Holland 
has announced that the Tulip Festival will take place in 2022, even bigger and 
better than before!   
 

Heralded as “America’s Best Small-Town Festival”, The Tulip Time Festival is 
dedicated to honoring Holland’s Dutch heritage, showcasing the amazing 
vista of millions of tulips in bloom, plus parades, concerts, traditional Dutch 
“Klompen” (wooden shoe) dancing, as well as the Arts and Crafts Fair, Quilt Show, fireworks, trolley tours and 
much more! 
 

We’ll have reserved seating for the famous Kinder Parade then enjoy a special presentation of Fiddle Fire, a 
magical combination of fiddles, guitar, string base, mandolin, percussion... and “dancing feet”!   A tour of 
Veldheers Tulips, DeKlomp Shoe and Delft Factory, as well as The Windmill Gardens will be a treat for  the 
senses!  Concerts by the well-known The Texas Tenors (you’ll remember them from our trip to Branson, 
Missouri a few years back), and country music star Chase Bryant will make this a trip to remember!  To top off 
our time in Holland, we will be attending Sunday worship together, hopefully connecting with Pastor Tom and 
Sharon Hackett at the Holland (LCMS) Church.   
 

We have been working with our friend Ike Reynolds on the details of this amazing festival, and he assures us 
that this trip has captured all of the very best there is to see and do in Holland!  A complete itinerary and 
pricing information will be coming soon.  We expect the trip to fill quickly, so see Jeff or Carol Reinhard or 
Annie Scheiderer if you have an interest!   
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MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

ALTAR AND CHANCEL FLOWER CALENDAR DATES  

 

All of the altar flower dates are filled for December.  
Chancel flowers are available most every weekend.   

Please call Charlotte Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to reserve any  
special dates for flowers in church. 

 

The Flower Committee thanks you for your continued support. 

Altar Committee Needs a Volunteer 
If you are looking for a “behind the scenes” way to 
serve, the Altar Committee needs you! You would be 
partnered with another committee member for three 
months of the year, and for those months, the two of 
you would be responsible for keeping the candles filled, 
the paraments that go on the altars, lectern, and pulpit 
the correct color according to the church year calendar, 
washing the Communion ware after the last service on 
Communion Sundays (normally the first and third 
Sundays of the month) and special services,  as well as 
laundering and/or pressing the Communion covers. Each 
committee member also signs up to cover some of the 
Lent, Advent, holidays, and special services, as they are 
able.  If you are interested, or if you have any questions 
as you consider, contact Dee Junkans at: 
 

junkans@hotmail.com  cell - 937-243-0762 

December 24th - Christmas Eve 
Luminaries: LYF is setting-up milk jug 
luminaries for the Christmas Eve 

services again this year! We have different time 
slots available on Christmas Eve to help set-up and 
maintain the luminaries for both services. We will 
initially meet at 10am to set-up luminaries, and 
then prior to each service (6pm, 10:30pm) as well 
as clean-up luminaries after the candlelight 
services. If any youth/family is able to help, please 
sign-up for a slot at 

 www.tinyurl.com/SJLYFLuminaries.  Thank you!  

Weekly Notes & News Deadline  
Please submit articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman,  

Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox outside the office 
doors, mailing to the church office or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org,  

by NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON.  Thank you! 

POINSETTIA ORDERS 
 

The Flower Committee will be taking 
orders for poinsettias to decorate 
the chancel for Christmas. The order 
form is included in the Notes & 

News. The cost is $7.50 per flower. Orders and payment 
can be placed in the flower box in the Marie Pfarr room. 
Flowers will be available for pickup after the Christmas 
Day service. 

Christmas Eve Luminaries 
For many years families of St. John's 
have observed the foreign custom 
of placing luminaries on graves of 
loved ones on Christmas Eve.   

 

What a reminder for all of us that: 
 

"Jesus came to us at Christmas as the 

Light of the world and so we have the comfort and 

peace of knowing that our loved ones are with the 

Light in everlasting joy and happiness." 

Milk Jugs Needed  
LYF is looking for milk jug (1 gallon) 
donations to use for our Christmas Eve 
luminaries around the church! You can 
drop off your milk jugs in the Marie 
Pfarr room in the labeled tub through 
Sunday, December 19th.  

LYF appreciates your donations!  

mailto:junkans@hotmail.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/SJLYFLuminaries


 

 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

Advent Celebration - Sunday, November 21, 2021 
Families “Celebrating Christ the King” through  

Fellowship, Festivities, and a Feast 
 

What an amazing day of celebration as St. John’s Church & School kicked 
off the beginning of Advent with great food prepared by our CEA, and 
wonderful presentations from our St. John’s School Children.  The CEA 
hosted this event on Sunday, November 21, providing for those in 
attendance with a delicious meal and scrumptious desserts. 

 

The school gym was transformed 
into a festive scene of decorated 
Christmas trees and wreaths, tables were adorned with black table 
clothes, poinsettias, greenery, wreaths and lanterns.  It took many 
hands to help pull this off, as our students delivered meals to 
approximately 130 guests.  With the help of many volunteer students 
and parents, all went according to plan.   
 

After the meal, the audience was then delighted by the talents of several of our SJS groups.  Under the 
direction of Mrs. Taylor Case, the St. John’s Chimes Choir (grades 4-8), rang out loud and clear, “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem,” “Away In A Manger” and “Angles From the Realms of Glory”. 
 

Under the direction of Mr. Mark Moran, the St. John’s Student Council presented a skit  
entitled, “Advent Discovery at GG’s”.  Set in their Great-Grandmother’s attic, they find the 
hidden treasure of an Advent wreath and candles, along with handwritten notes from great
-grandma providing an explanation of the meaning of each item: Hope, Peace, Joy & Love. 
 

For the finale, we were lifted in song (and drums) by the St. John’s Jaguar Singers (grades 2-4) as they 
presented, “Little Drummer Boy” and “Pat-a-Pan”, under the direction of Mrs. Taylor Case. 
 

We thank all who were involved in making this 
celebration such a success, but above all we want to give 
praise and thanks to our Heavenly Father.  We prepare 
and look forward in great anticipation as we journey from 
Advent to that Christmas morning when we celebrate the 
coming of the Baby Jesus, but also His promised second 
coming as Christ Triumphant!   

We would like to give a big thanks to members of the Board of Properties: Doug Alderman,  
Kevin Arnold, Ben Burns, Terry Nicol, Jim Scheiderer, Tim Shier, and Sam Vollrath, who gave of 
their time (and muscles) to move us from the School to the Heritage House.  It was a cold, icy, 
snowy morning after Thanksgiving, but that didn't stop them; they got us in and situated very 

nicely.  All their efforts were so very much appreciated.  Peace and Blessings - Pastor Jack & Regina Bullerman  
 

Thank you to my church family for the many cards and well wishes I received for my recent birthday. Thanks 
also to the Sunday School children for the cards they made and sent to me, reminding me of Jesus love for me 
and all His children. To God be the Glory.  Julia McCoy 
 

I want to thank God for another year.  I want to thank all my friends, family, and neighbors for my birthday 
cards.  Thank you Pastor Jack for the prayers.  I also want to thank the 1st to 4th grade Sunday School classes 
for your birthday cards.  I enjoyed reading every one of them.  Gary Martin 

+ 11 + 



 

 

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?  If so, please call the 
church office at 937-644-5540 
and arrangements will be made 
for someone to pick you up in 
the Church Bus. 

St. John’s  
Lutheran  

ACES 
ACES will be playing cards at the Youth 
House on Wednesday, December 8.  Come 
and join the fun starting at 1:30 p.m.  Cost 
is $1.00.  We hope to see you there! 

MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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