Holy Trinity Sunday
May 29-30, 2021

The Introit for Trinity Sunday is one of the few during the Church Year that employs as its antiphon a
liturgical text rather than a Biblical passage: “Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. Let
us give glory to Him because He has shown His mercy to us.” The words trinity and triune are not
used in the Bible, but this text aptly summarizes the mysterious extra-worldly nature of God, which is
revealed throughout Holy Scripture—as is evident in the various readings of this day. Appropriately,
following the exalted season of Easter merging into Pentecost, we consider the very nature of God.
The one who is three, “holy, holy, holy” (Is 6:3, Old Testament Reading), is the being beyond
comprehension. The Collect of the Day also speaks of the Trinity to be worshiped as Unity. Peter’s
Pentecost sermon, most of which is in the Second Reading, rightly magnifies the work of the Christ.
But Peter directs his hearers to all three persons of the Trinity as he speaks of the Son at God’s right
hand, who, after receiving the Father’s promised Holy Spirit, proceeds to pour him out (Acts 2:33).
The Psalm magnifies the voice of God over the waters (Ps 29:3). This is appropriate in a discussion of
Holy Baptism, which by its Christ-ordained formula points to the Holy Trinity; the name of the triune
God is truly the voice over many waters. Baptism will be an important focus of the Gospel Reading
for Trinity Sunday.
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Weekend Worship Services
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
“Holy, Holy, Holy . . . and Holy” - Isaiah 6:1-8
On this Holy Trinity Sunday, we do not so much explain God as confess Him. We testify to
Him who has revealed Himself to us. To the mind in search of reasonable answers, God will
always be a question or riddle to be solved. But to the empty heart, the Holy Spirit leads us
to see with faith the God whose majesty has worked for our salvation and whose mercy has
rescued us sinners from sin and the grave. Like Nicodemus of old, we want to know how,
yet our Lord gives us not the how, but the who; not the explanation, but the mystery of
mercy big enough to save us. We come today confessing with our fathers in faith the
Athanasian Creed, singing “Holy, Holy, Holy,” and rejoicing in the God who is bigger than
we are, but who becomes one of us to save us.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
A LITTLE LITURGY LESSON: Luke 24:30 (ESV)
The Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer
When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it
to them.
RINGING OF THE BELLS
OPENING HYMN

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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INVOCATION
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for meditation and reflection.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
ATHANASIAN CREED: Part 1
P: Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.
C: Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally.
P: And the catholic faith is this,
C: that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor
dividing the substance.
P: For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another.
C: But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory
equal, the majesty coeternal.
P: Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit:
C: the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
P: the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
C: the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.
P: And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,
C: just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one
Infinite.
P: In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty;
C: and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.
P: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
C: and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.
P: So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
C: and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 6:1-8
Isaiah experienced a capturing vision of the Lord seated high on a throne surrounded by seraphim
calling out, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty!” What occurred in his vision should capture
the attention and devotion of all of our hearts and move us to respond in surrendered posture
and reverence before the Lord.
1In

the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up;
and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he
flew. 3And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole
earth is full of his glory!” 4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him
who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his
hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my
mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin
atoned for.” 8And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-36
Peter gave an account of Jesus’ lineage from the line of King David to narrate the credibility of
His Lord before a primarily Jewish crowd. He then explained the death and miraculous
resurrection of Jesus and validated Him as the Son of God.
14Peter,

standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .22“Men of
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty
works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves
know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the
pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says
concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not
be shaken; 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell
in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption.
28You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your
presence.’ 29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet,
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his
descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that
he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that
you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he
himself says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 35until I make your enemies your
footstool.’ 36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
Nicodemus was a devout Pharisee, and He was curious about Jesus’ miracles. In the night,
he conversed with Jesus, but Nicodemus, filled with much knowledge, lacked understanding.
Jesus shared with him about God’s plan to save the world through the cross,
and that he must be born again to see the Kingdom of God.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear
its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?
11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into
heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”
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SERMON MESSAGE: “Holy, Holy, Holy . . . and Holy” - Isaiah 6:1-8
ATHANASIAN CREED: Part 2
P: Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person
as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there
are three Gods or Lords.
C: The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.
P: The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.
C: The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten,
but proceeding.
P: Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not
three Holy Spirits.
C: And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another;
P: but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all
things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be
worshiped.
C: Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
ATHANASIAN CREED: Part 3
P: But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the
incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, is at the same time both God and man.
P: He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man,
born from the substance of His mother in this age:
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C: perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;
P: equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His
humanity.
C: Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:
P: one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of
the humanity into God;
C: one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person.
P: For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ,
C: who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the
dead,
P: ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty,
from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
C: At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account
concerning their own deeds.
P: And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done
evil into eternal fire.
C: This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be
saved.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“The Lord, My God, Be Praised”
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NOTES AND NEWS
Effective as of June 5th-6th: Revised Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
Effective the first weekend in June, the Board of Elders has approved the following guidelines to reopen the
sanctuary in response to the governor’s announcement:











Mask wearing will be optional and will no longer be required, but will still be available for those choosing
to use them.
Gloves will no longer be required for the ushers.
The pew tape will be removed, and every pew will be available for seating.
The Plexiglass shields will no longer be used.
Communion will return to normal, with the exception that the Common Cup will not be used at this time,
and everyone will be asked to return to their pew until the service is concluded.
Those wishing to receive communion in their cars may continue to do so.
Hymnals, Bibles and Attendance Cards will be placed back into the pews at a later date.
Contemporary Service will return at a later date.
The Offering Boxes will still be used until further notice.
Hand sanitizer will still be available.

Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services)
 By Radio - You can join our worship service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM at 8:00 a.m. airtime.
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services.
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino

Position Available for Church & School
Business Administrator

Gift Card Drive for New St. John’s
School Teachers

The Board of Finance is looking forward to finding our
next Business Administrator in this exciting time of
growth of our Church and School ministries! This
Mr. Mark Moran and his wife Valerie will be moving
position will provide fiscal oversight, fiscal planning for
here from Wisconsin. Mr. Moran will be the new 7th
our future and provide support in Human Resource
grade teacher and will teach 5-8 grade Social Studies.
related areas. If you or someone you know would be
Mrs. Hannah Dietrich, her husband Jake, and their one interested in this position, please check out the job
posting on our website! Deadline is June 4th!
year old daughter Gracie, are already living in the
Columbus area. We will be adding an additional first
ATTENTION ALL GRADUATES: All
grade for the 2021-22 school year due to the
graduates will be recognized at the
enrollment numbers. Mrs. Dietrich will be coming to
service of their choice on Saturday,
St. John's to serve in that capacity.
June 5 at 6 pm and Sunday, June 6
A box will be located in the Marie Pfarr Room for the
at 9 or 11 am. We encourage you to wear your
collection of greeting cards, gift cards and/or
graduation robes, but it is optional. Pews will be
monetary donations for each
reserved for graduate seating during the services. If
family.
you are graduating from High School or College,
please let us know by Tuesday, June 1 by noon, where
Thank you for the warm welcome to
you are graduating from and what your plans are for
these families.
the future by emailing Regina Bullerman at
rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org
The Board of Christian Education is hosting a gift card
drive for the families of our new called teachers.

+8+

W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at
937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Teacher E. W. Rieckers, Clara
Blumenschein and James Vollrath all who would have celebrated birthdays on June 2nd.
Chancel Flowers: The Memorial Day wreath in the chancel is in honor of the men and women who died while
serving in the United States Armed Forces. Memorial Day is a day to remember all who have served and those who
are still serving in the military. The wreath was placed by the American Legion Auxiliary Post 79 and will be moved to
St. John's Lutheran Cemetery after the church services.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

MAY 30-JUNE 6, 2021

We continue to review events based on the Covid-19 health protocol.

TODAY
05/30

9:00 am
10:00 am

11:00 am
TUESDAY 11:30 am
THURSDAY 12:00 pm
SATURDAY 1:00 pm
7:30 am
6:00 pm
SUNDAY
06/06

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY
Sanctuary Worship Service
Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/Youth &
Children Sunday School
Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming”
Ladies Aid Quilting
Ladies Aid Quilting
VBS Workday
Ladies Morning Bible Study/Heritage House
Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion:
Recognition of Graduates
Recognition of Graduates
Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion &
“Live Streaming”

Weekly Church Attendance

A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement
1st-6th Grades—Teacher Nichol Nicol’s School Classroom
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Completed for
this year. Welcome to join the High School Youth through
summer.
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria
If you have questions, please contact
Sunday School Superintendent,
Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

Congregational Tithe
Fourth Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50%, Member Mission
Outreach (MMO) - 10%, Food Pantries - 10%,
International Fellowship Center - 10%,
LWML - 10%, Clothes Closet - 10%

Weekly Worship Bible Readings

6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday
5/22 & 5/23: 320

Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's offers a
mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give by credit or debit card anytime
from your smart phone. Simply scan the
image you see here using your phone’s Quick
Response (QR) code reader! You may also go
to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
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For those of you who would like to study the
Word ahead of the next weekends worship
services, we are listing here in the N&N the
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.
June 5-6, 2021
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 3:8-15
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Holy Gospel: Mark 3:20-35

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
2021 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR DATES
Available dates for altar flowers in June through October are as follows:
June 20
September 5
October 3
July 4
September 12
October 10
July 11
September 19
October 17
July 18
September 26
October 31
There are also many dates available for altar flowers throughout the remaining months. Please call
Charlotte Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to reserve any special dates for flowers in church. Chancel flowers
are available almost every weekend. The Flower Committee thanks you for your continued support.

News from the Board of Properties...
Stained Glass Window Repairs
The next large upkeep and maintenance project;
our stained glass windows. These windows were
made in Germany and are original to the church in
the year 1900. Now is the time that we need to
invest in these sentimental and historically
important parts of our church. The work will
include the removal, historic restoration and
reinstallation of the window behind the organ. Fix
bulges, install new steel supports and re-cement
the large window on the North side, and cover the
front windows with storm windows. The estimate
for this work is $117,000. Thanks to the carry over
from the roof project and other donations we have
about $75,000 in hand. There is a Window
Restoration fund on the Give Plus app and on the
Vanco website to contribute by credit or debit
card. Checks may be placed in the offering box
during services or mailed to the office with
Windows in the memo line. Thank you for your
consideration in helping out with this important
undertaking.

Sunday School Teacher’s Needed: We are in need of
Sunday School Teacher’s for Grades 1-6. Right now we
have the entire age group in one classroom and we really
think it would benefit all the children if we could split up
into different age ranges. We would love your help if you
enjoy sharing God's Love with children. If we can get
enough teacher’s we could rotate and you would not have
the commitment for every single week. We love having so
many children and hope that we can get more help to
make it a great experience for everyone! We have a great
group of kids and we have great, easy-to-follow
curriculum. We would love for you to prayerfully consider
this opportunity. Please reach out to Lisa Arnold if you are
interested or have any questions at 937-205-1802 or
arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

2021 Baby Bottle Campaign: New Path Pregnancy
Resource Centers, a Christian, pro-life ministry, is
holding its annual Baby Bottle Campaign now through
Father’s Day, June 20th. They are asking you to “Spare
Some Change to Help Spare a Life”. We encourage
everyone to participate in this vital ministry. Pick up a
bottle for your spare change in the Marie Pfarr Room.

Portals of Prayer

LYF Food Collection

If you haven't already received it, you should be
receiving your quarterly Portals of Prayer
devotional booklet by direct mail. The church is
now providing a subscription for each member
family through Concordia Publishing House. If you
have any questions or do not receive your Portals
of Prayer by July 1, please contact the church
office. May God bless your daily Bible reading and
devotional time!

LYF is collecting non-perishable food items! At the end
of June, LYF is headed to Imperial, PA for our summer
mission trip, where we will be doing home repairs for
those in need while sharing Christ's love! As part of the
trip, youth groups in attendance are bringing nonperishable food items to donate to the local food pantry.
If you are interested in donating any items, there will be
a collection bin in the Marie Pfarr room through June
21st. LYF appreciates your continued support!

Weekly N&N Schedule: Please submit articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary,
by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox outside the office doors, mailing or
emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS

VBS Updates!
The Latest and Greatest!
We are only about 3 weeks away from VBS, and we are finally ready for 'all hands on deck' help :-) Here's the
latest:
 Registration for kids and volunteers is open on both the church and school websites. There is a
"Treasured VBS Registration" and "Treasured Volunteers" link - feel free to sign up anytime!
 Even if you have told Amanda you are helping, please sign up on the volunteer link anyway - she has a
questionable memory! :-)
 We will be doing a family night on Wednesday this year for 'bring your own picnic' dinner. Once you
register your kids, we will communicate all those details to you via email as it gets closer.
 So sorry for the mix up - we do NOT need paper towel tubes.
 ‘Work day' on Saturday 6/5 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm - the Sign up Genius for the
workday is:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FACAF29A7FC1-vbswork
Amanda's contact info: 937-243-7471
AmandaDavisand2littles@gmail.com/vbs@sjsmarysville.org
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
Your Golden Eagles remember our fallen heros with a Red, White
and Blue Salute by placing American Flags to welcome us to worship
today. This weekend millions of Americans will gather to celebrate
Memorial Day, a time to salute those members of our Armed
Services that have fallen in battle. It is not a church holiday, but a
civic one; and as citizens of the United States, it is appropriate that
we recognize the day in some fashion, much like we vote in our
elections or pray for our elected leaders. All of this, and more, is part
of our “vocation” as citizens.
Some confuse “Memorial Day” with “Veterans’ Day”. While
Veteran’s Day is a time when we recognize and honor those who
have served their country in one of the military branches of service,
Memorial Day provides the opportunity to pay our respects to those
who made the ultimate sacrifice and gave their lives in defense
of our nation. The practice of remembering fallen military heros dates back centuries, but became a regular
tradition during the Civil War, where over 600,000 soldiers were lost. Originally referred to as “Decoration
Day”, patriotism surged and many areas began observances to remember those men even before the war
had ended, which led to many different cities claiming to be the “birthplace” of Memorial Day.
That war, of course, was followed by numerous other wars and conflicts, and so the practice extended to
honor soldiers who had died in any war. The name “Memorial Day” was first used in the historic south, but it
did not become common nationwide until after WWII. It was officially changed to Memorial Day in 1967. In
1882, May 30th was selected as the official day for the commemoration due to the fact that no major battle
in the Civil War was fought on that date, therefore it would not be associated with either the Union or
Confederate cause. In 1967, Memorial Day was moved to the last Monday in May, if for no other reason
than to give us all a three-day weekend.
If you recall Poppies being associated with Memorial Day, it began because of a place called Flanders
Fields near Waregem, Belgium. From 1914 to 1918, Flanders Fields was a major battle theatre on the
Western Front. A million soldiers from more than 50 different countries were wounded, missing or killed in
action. In 1915, following the Second Battle of Ypres, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, a physician with the
Canadian Expeditionary Force, wrote the poem, “In Flanders Fields”. It’s opening lines refer to the fields of
poppies that grew among the soldiers’ graves in Flanders. In 1918, inspired by the poem, YWCA worker
Moina Michael attended a YWCA conference there wearing a silk poppy pinned to her coat, and distributed
over two dozen more to others present. In 1920, the National American Legion adopted it as their official
symbol of remembrance, and carries on the tradition still today.
Lord God, You have granted to us a good land and have blessed us with those who have
defended it, even at the cost of their own lives. We humbly give you thanks for their sacrifice,
while we remember those currently serving, asking you to stretch forth Your almighty arm to
strengthen and protect them from all evil, giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all
things they may serve with integrity and with honor. In the name of Him who died that we
might live and have eternal freedom, Amen.
If you can read this, thank a teacher.
If you can read this in English, thank a veteran!

MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA!
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