Third Sunday of Easter
April 17-18, 2021

Beginning with the Second Sunday of Easter, the appointed First Readings for the Easter season, each from
the Book of Acts (rather than from the Old Testament), jump ahead, past the resurrection and ascension, to
the burst of growth in the Early Church. Although these lessons seem to move away from the specific
resurrection event, they, in fact, continue the Easter theme, even as the resurrection of Jesus was the driving
force of the apostles’ mission. Moreover, these First Readings from Acts provide continuity among the
remaining several Sundays after Easter, which the other lessons do not. We are still basking in the light of
Christ’s resurrection and reflecting on the manifold implications of this event for Christian faith and life. This
Sunday provides an ideal opportunity for proclaiming our full-bodied, Biblical hope that has been founded on
Christ’s cross and empty tomb. The Gospel and First Reading from Acts converge not only on the theme of
scriptural fulfillment, but also on the radically literal way they have been (and will continue to be) fulfilled in
Christ—risen, ruling, and returning. In Luke, the crucified Christ shows Himself to be gloriously and bodily
risen in a wonderful, if shockingly literal, fulfillment of the Scriptures, even eating before them (Lk 24:37–43).
The suffering and dying Servant of the Lord, who nonetheless prolongs his days (Is 52:13–53:12), turns out to
be more than a metaphor! In Acts, the miraculous restoration of a lame man by the power of the risen Christ
becomes an opportunity for Peter and John to proclaim both Christ’s resurrection and the wonderful
scriptural hope Christ has won for all His people—a hope that involves nothing less than “restoring all the
things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets” (Acts 3:21). When our Epistle speaks of
hope (1 Jn 3:3), we are reminded today that it is a very big hope indeed, beyond anything that has yet
appeared (3:2). In the First Reading from Acts, Peter actually uses the Old Testament to apply Jesus’ death
and resurrection to his hearers. Jesus’ suffering had been “foretold by the mouth of all the prophets,” always
with the intent that “your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:18, 19). And according to John in our Epistle, Jesus
“appeared in order to take away sins” so that we would be made “children of God” (1 John 3:5, 1).
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Weekend Worship Services
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
“Resurrection Affirmation” - Acts 3:11-21
When an almighty God is in the equation, a fine line between what is ultimately possible
and what is not just ceases to make rational sense. How easy it’s been to forget that this
world of airplanes and plasma screens and vague notions of progress has already seen a
resurrection. We do well to remember that gloriously rising from the dead was deemed just
as impossible in the larger Greek and Roman world of Peter and Paul’s day as it is in our
own, but the apostles knew it had happened.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
Make a note on your worship folder that you can read & remember EVERY DAY in the
coming week to bring you back to the place where you began to worship today.
WELCOME
A LITTLE LITURGY LESSON
The Prayer of the Church: James 5:16 (ESV)
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”
RINGING OF THE BELLS
As the Bell rings at the beginning of worship – take time to silently pray for the Holy Spirit to
fill you as God TRULY arrives in His Word and Sacrament among us.
OPENING HYMN

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

LSB 475

© 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716.
Public domain

INVOCATION
Take a moment when you first wake up to begin your day with the invocation and
remember the grace of your baptism. End each day this week as soon as you go to bed
in the same way.
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CONFESSION
1 John 3:1; Psalm 30:4-5; 16:11b
Each day confess your “sin-fullness” before God and ask Him for His forgiveness and the
Holy Spirit to use you and yours to His glory.
P: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own
children, and we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to You.
C: Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting other things of this
world impede our vision of Your mercy and grace in Christ. We do not always live as
You have called us to be as Your children.
P: We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us away,
turning back to You in the love You’ve shown.
Silence for reflection.
P: Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord,
C: we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not
followed You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as You have first loved
us, and our thoughts, words, and deeds have not been pleasing to You. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us to delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name.
ABSOLUTION
Think of ways you can each day this week creatively show forth (Epiphany) your sense of
rejoicing that your “sin-fullness” has been cleansed.
P: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit. As His children, may He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and
grant you a renewed life on earth and finally a triumphant life with Him in heaven
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God!
SALUTATION
As you meet people throughout the coming week, pause for a moment and consider the
greeting and the motivation of your heart and feelings towards the person you greet.
What message do you want to send to the community around you today with your
greetings?
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
PRAYER OF THE DAY
1)Address 2) basis for the petition 3) the petition 4) reason for the petition 5) conclusion of
praise to God. Use these 5 parts of prayer for your table grace, morning or evening prayer
each day this week.
FIRST READING: Acts 3:11-21
Always read the Old Testament with Jesus and His ministry and mission as the key to understanding
any Old Testament passage.
After Peter and John prayed for the healing of a lame beggar, the people were astonished and
amazed. Peter used this miraculous moment to share, “Repent and turn to God!”
bringing them the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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11While

[the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he
addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us,
as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to
release him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this
we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom
you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health
in the presence of you all. 17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did
also your rulers. 18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ
would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be
blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive until the time
for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long
ago.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: 1 John 3:1-7
The Epistles are great for personal weekday devotional reading and study – pick a letter this week
and read it, think on it and share it with a friend, family member or someone with whom you work
or play.
As children of God, we desire to follow the leadership of our Father. When we sin, we break the law,
but Christ came to take away our sin, wash us clean, and make us new again.
It is in Him we are found righteous in our Father’s eyes.
1See

what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God;
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.4Everyone who makes a
practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he
appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on
sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let
no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
VERSE
Romans 6:9; Luke 24:32
We are often tempted to believe that we are “on our own” through this life in our choices
and life circumstances. Take this time to remember that Jesus is with you at all times and
in all places.
Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to
us on the road, while He opened to us the Scriptures? Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 24:36-49
Think about discussing the readings for this Sunday around your family dinner table or over lunch at
work this week.
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After His resurrection, Jesus miraculously appeared several times to His followers.
In our passage today, we find the disciples discussing all the startling events they had witnessed
and suddenly Jesus appeared before them once again. He ate with them a simple meal of fish and
opened their minds to understand the fulfillment of Scriptures and the promised Holy Spirit. We, like
the disciples, may feel startled, doubtful, fearful, or confused. But as we encounter our Risen Lord
through worship, prayer, and fellowship, we ask Him to open our minds and hearts to see and
understand as we bear witness to this Good News.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to
them, “Peace to you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a
spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43and he took it and ate before them.44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are
witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON MESSAGE: “Resurrection Affirmation” - Acts 3:11-21
Take a few minutes this week as part of your personal and/or group devotions or studies to
dig a little deeper into the sermon text. Using the sermon text for the past or coming week
is a great source for Bible study and preparation!
NICENE CREED
Take a few minutes this week to meditate on one of the creeds and seek ways it may help
you put voice to your evangelistic opportunities that the Lord may provide.
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Place your weekly prayer sheet in a very accessible place and look it over daily and think
about ways you can pray for and even serve those in need.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
WORDS OF OUR LORD
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”
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LSB 813

6 At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. Refrain
7 Praise Him who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore. Refrain
Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
Special guidelines will be followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know the
coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be together in worship again, but we
are also sure He wants us to use good judgement in protecting our health.


Many members who were considered “at-risk” and felt uncomfortable sitting inside the church have now
been vaccinated. If you now feel comfortable coming back inside please do so. We still ask that you wear a
mask and practice social distancing. The pews are sanitized after each service and hand sanitizer is available
throughout the church. However, if you have a symptomatic health condition, please check with your doctor
to see if it is advisable to return at this time.



Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is REQUIRED. If you don’t have one, masks are available
throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask, except when preaching
God’s Word.



Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 9:00 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open 30
minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in between).
Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to approximately
100 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.



Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped off
pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and dismissing
from back to front.



Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take these
home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the pews.



Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service.

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.
Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services)
 By Radio - You can join our worship service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM at 8:00 a.m. airtime.
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services.
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
Sacrament of Holy Communion: With many members receiving COVID-19 vaccinations, and with the number
of hospitalizations continually decreasing, the Board of Elders have approved moving communion distribution
back to the front of the altar. WE will still use single file by alternating release from the pews starting with the
front pews. Those in the parking lot and those with difficulty walking up front will be served first. After
receiving communion you will be dismissed using the left aisle. Do not return back to your seats. This will
open the Marie Pfarr Room back up for some fellowship time, keeping in mind social distancing and masks are
still in effect.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at
937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are placed by Patty Clark's family in honor of her April 19th birthday.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

APRIL 18-25, 2021

We continue to review events based on the Covid-19 health protocol.

TODAY
04/18

9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion &
“Live Streaming”
1:30 pm Quarterly Voter’s Meeting/Gym
MONDAY
8:00 pm Adult Open Gym Volleyball
TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting
THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
SATURDAY 7:30 am Ladies Morning Bible Study/Heritage House
6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service
SUNDAY
9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service
04/25
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Gym
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming”
YOUTH CONFIRMATION TO BE HELD SUNDAY,
MAY 23, 2021
Rite of Confirmation: 2020 Class at 9:00 a.m.
Rite of Confirmation: 2021 Class at 11:00 a.m.
2020 AND 2021 50TH CONFIRMATION ANNIVERSARY
CLASS RECOGNITION WILL BE CELEBRATED AT A
DATE TO BE DETERMINED.

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly Meeting: The Quarterly Voters’
Meeting is being held TODAY, Sunday, April 18, at 1:30 p.m. in
the school gym. Current Covid protocol will be followed.

Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's offers a
mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give by credit or debit card anytime
from your smart phone. Simply scan the
image you see here using your phone’s Quick
Response (QR) code reader! You may also go
to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
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A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement
1st-6th Grades—Teacher Nichol Nicol’s School Classroom
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Bowsher &
Mrs. Monroe’s Classrooms
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: Topic—The Book of
Genesis: Through this nine session study, you will
deepen your understanding of God’s plan of salvation
through Jesus.

If you have questions, please contact
Sunday School Superintendent,
Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or
arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

Congregational Tithe
Fourth Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50%, Member Mission
Outreach (MMO) - 10%, Food Pantries - 10%,
International Fellowship Center - 10%,
LWML - 10%, Clothes Closet - 10%

Weekly Church Attendance
6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday
4/10 & 4/11: 197
Weekly Worship Bible Readings: For those of
you who would like to study the Word ahead of
the next weekends worship services, we are
listing here in the N&N the Bible readings that
Pastor Jack will be using.
April 24-25, 2021
First Reading: Acts 4:1-12
Epistle: 1 John 3:16-24 Gospel: John 10:11-18

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
2021 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR DATES
Available dates for altar flowers in May through August are as follows:
May 2
July 11
August 8
June 20
July 18
August 15
July 4
July 25
There are also many dates available for altar flowers throughout the remaining months. Please call
Charlotte Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to reserve any special dates for flowers in church. Chancel flowers
are available almost every weekend. The Flower Committee thanks you for your continued support.

News from the Board of Properties
The Board of Properties would like to thank all who
contributed to the Church Roof and Steeple Project
(Save Our Steeple)! Thanks to the kind donations
and the efficient work of our contractors, there is a
substantial amount of money left to roll forward
into the next large upkeep and maintenance
project; our stained glass windows. These windows
were made in Germany and are original to the
church in the year 1900. Now is the time that we
need to invest in these sentimental and historically
important parts of our church. The work will
include the removal, historic restoration and
reinstallation of the window behind the organ. Fix
bulges, install new steel supports and re-cement
the large window on the North side, and cover the
front windows with storm windows. The estimate
for this work is $117,000. Thanks to the carry over
from the roof project and other donations we have
about $75,000 in hand. There is a Window
Restoration fund on the Give Plus app and on the
Vanco website to contribute by credit or debit
card. Checks may be placed in the offering box
during services or mailed to the office with
Windows in the memo line. Thank you for your
consideration in helping out with this important
undertaking.

Sunday School Teacher’s Needed: We are in need of
Sunday School Teacher’s for Grades 1-6. Right now we
have the entire age group in one classroom and we
really think it would benefit all the children if we could
split up into different age ranges. We would love your
help if you enjoy sharing God's Love with children. If we
can get enough teacher’s we could rotate and you
would not have the commitment for every single week.
We love having so many children and hope that we can
get more help to make it a great experience for
everyone! We have a great group of kids and we have
great, easy-to-follow curriculum. We would love for you
to prayerfully consider this opportunity. Please reach
out to Lisa Arnold if you are interested or have any
questions at 937-205-1802 arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

Church Coverage During Regina’s Absence
Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, will be undergoing a
medical procedure on Thursday, April 15. At this time, she
is scheduled to be out of the office, and unavailable from
Wednesday, April 14 through Monday, May 3.
Emails and voicemails will be checked while she is out, but
please realize that you may not receive a response back
immediately. The worship bulletin will be printed, but not
in the current format that it is now. Notes & News
information will be included at the end of the worship
program in more of an “information” bulleted list. If
prayers are needed, please email Pastor Jack and he can
From Pastor Don Hougard:
make a verbal prayer for you during the worship services.
Dear friends of Pastor Edmund Schafer,
Pastor Schafer asked if I would write to you to wish If you need to reserve space for a meeting or event, please
send an email with date/timeframe/space to:
you a very blessed Easter. He is doing much better
scheduler@sjsmarysville.org
now. Things are still very locked down at the home,
We appreciate your patience and understanding during
but I was able to take him to a doctor’s
appointment and visit him last week. It was our first this time of Regina’s absence. Thank you!
visit since the end of November. He is currently a
N&N Article Deadline is Tuesday by NOON
resident on the assisted living section at Luther
Please submit articles and announcements by calling
Manor. His address is 4611 N. 92nd St. Unit #L220,
directly at 937-240-3004, or emailing them to
Wauwatosa, WI 53225. His correct phone number
rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org Thanks.
is 414-464-9934. Please feel free to reach out.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
LYF Mission Trip: LYF is excited and
planning on serving in Imperial, PA
this summer from June 20-26th!
While many of our youth signed up
for last summer are planning on attending, we do
have a few open spots for youth who were not
previously committed. The mission trip is a fantastic
experience, where our youth and adults will shine
Christ's light on a deserving community through home
repair projects. We will also attend daily devotions
and worship sessions to grow in our faith and
relationships with one another. There are many
COVID-19 precautions in place on this year's trip, such
as mask-wearing, our group lodging together, only
outdoor home repairs, and increased worship/
devotional/dining sessions to assist with physical
distancing. Eligible youth are those entering 9th grade
in fall 2021-college. We have 1 remaining youth spot
still available, as well as 2 adult spots that need filled
before we head to Imperial, PA! If you are interested
in being an adult chaperone on the trip, please reach
out to lauraezeiler@gmail.com with any questions
and interest. It's sure to be a remarkable experience!

VBS Updates!
We are really getting into gear - there
will be lots of information coming over
the next few weeks - so keep watching
here for updates! Here's the latest:
 Put June 21st week on your calendar for VBS registration for kids and volunteers will be up
online around May 1
 We will be doing a 'family night' on Wednesday
this year - watch for upcoming details.
 Please help us by bringing in paper towel tubes for
crafts. There will be a collection box in the Marie
Pfarr room. (These will be quarantined before
use)
 If you are a Thrivent member and have not used
your $250 annual member benefit gift card for a
volunteer project, would you consider applying for
your card for VBS? We need 3-4 of them - and we
need to coordinate these efforts to ensure that all
get approved. Please contact Amanda if you can
help us in this way.
 We are planning 'work days' on Saturday 5/15 and
6/5 - more details on those to come also.
Amanda's contact info: 937-243-7471
AmandaDavisand2littles@gmail.com or
vbs@sjsmarysville.org

Cinco de Mayo LYF Party: Sunday, May 9th at the
Youth House, 6pm. We will play games, enjoy some
Mexican fare, and fellowship with one another!

I really appreciated the Easter Caroling group that came to sing on Saturday. It was beautiful
and we had a good time telling stories and singing again. Georgianna Alvarez
Dear St. John’s Family & Catechism Students, thank you so much for the lovely care package you
sent to me at college. It was so thoughtful, and the snacks were such a yummy surprise! I am so glad to know I
have the love and support from my St. John’s Family. Go Jags! Jenay Kocsis
ACES will start back
up on May 5 at
1:00 pm in the
Heritage House.
Masks are required and
temperature checks are taken
upon entering. Cost is $1.00.
We will play Euchre from 1:003:30 p.m.
If you have questions, please
call Mary Mayer at 937-6422181.

Whatever You Did for the Least of These . . . You Did for Me
In Matthew 25, Jesus says, “For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in. . . .” We have many
opportunities to respond to Jesus’ great love by showing that love to others.
Stephen Ministry is one way our congregation shows that love to people who
have deep needs for care. You also have many opportunities to show Jesus’
love during the week. As you encounter people this week, try asking
yourself, “How can I show them Jesus today?” If you encounter someone
who is struggling with an on-going crisis, ask them if they would be interested
in having you contact one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders on their behalf.
Or, if you would like more information on our Stephen Ministry, contact Doug
Doellinger at 937-644-0576 or Linda Kosakowski at 614-506-6179.
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PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord
eats and drinks judgment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:27-29
The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod
Lutheran Christians. Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully
review the following statements:
1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:16-20
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of selfexamination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.
1 Corinthians 11:27-29
3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness. I am sorry for my sins. 1 John 1:8-9
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.
Romans 3:21-24
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
6. If possible, so far as it depends on me, I seek to live peaceably with all. Romans 12:17-19
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in
God’s promises and obeying His commands. Galatians 5:22-24

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper. If you do
not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you
sin against the body and blood of the Lord. If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of
St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our
partnership in the Gospel. You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding
any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers: A gluten-free communion wafer option is now available for those who are
allergic. They are located in the brass cup in the middle of the communion plate.
Communion Wine: For those who have health related, or other issues with drinking alcohol, please take
the purple individual communion cup. It contains all water with one drop of wine.
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