Second Sunday in Lent
February 27-28, 2021

Lent continues, pointing ahead to the ultimate and final sacrifice for sin to be offered by God
for all people. The Old Testament Reading emphasizes God establishing His one-sided
covenant with Abraham. It is one-sided because God brings all of the blessings to the
relationship. Abram and Sarai, like all people, are simply on the receiving end of God’s
bountiful blessings. The promises to both Abraham and Sarah are ultimately fulfilled in the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is only through the King of kings, Jesus Christ,
that Abraham and Sarah are the parents of “many nations” and “kings,” and that all nations of
the earth are ultimately blessed. Of special emphasis, as reflected in the accompanying
Lessons for this day, is the promise made by God to Abraham and Sarah that kings would
come from them (Gen 17:6, 16). Through the lens of the accompanying Lessons for the day,
emphasis is placed on the covenant components of nations and kings coming from Abraham
and Sarah.
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Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we
KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and
SOW His love in Word and deed.

Weekend Worship Services
Steven Bumgarner – Saturday Accompanist
Dale Scheiderer – Organist
“Your Spiritual Family Tree” - Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16
Have you ever taken a shortcut? Has it ever worked? Too often, shortcuts end in disaster.
There’s the dead-end road or the two-lane road with heavy traffic so it’s no shortcut at all
and actually takes you longer to travel. What about a shortcut when you’re trying to fix
something at home or on the car? You think you have an “aha” experience, and then it
breaks again and costs more to fix the second time! Shortcuts don’t usually work.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
Make a note on your worship folder that you can read & remember EVERY DAY in the
coming week to bring you back to the place where you began to worship today.
WELCOME
A LITTLE LITURGY LESSON: John 6:68-69 (ESV)
The Verse
“Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”
RINGING OF THE BELLS
As the Bell rings at the beginning of worship – take time to silently pray for the Holy Spirit to
fill you as God TRULY arrives in His Word and Sacrament among us.
(Saturday 6 p.m.)

“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”
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LSB 806

© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716.

(Sunday 9 & 11 a.m.) OPENING HYMN

“What Wondrous Love Is This”

LSB 543 vs. 1-2

Public domain

INVOCATION
Take a moment when you first wake up to begin your day with the invocation and
remember the grace of your baptism. End each day this week as soon as you go to bed
in the same way.
CONFESSION
Each day confess your “sin-fullness” before God and ask Him for His forgiveness and the
Holy Spirit to use you and yours to His glory.
P: God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham,
C: but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our forgetfulness of Your
unchanging grace.
P: David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,”
C: but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy and love. O Lord, forgive our
hesitancy to share the news of Your gracious presence.
P: Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are justified by His blood,
C: but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our blindness to the necessary
sacrifice of our Savior.
ABSOLUTION
Think of ways you can each day this week creatively show forth (Epiphany) your sense of
rejoicing that your “sin-fullness” has been cleansed.
+3+

P: God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us from the wrath of God.
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.” As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Thanks be to God.
INTROIT
Psalm 115:11–13; antiphon: Psalm 25:6
If you wear a cross or have a cross hanging in your home, perhaps each day remember
that cross is Not simple piece of jewelry nor a decoration on the wall but the focus and
final authority in your daily life.
P: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of
old. You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield.
C: The LORD has remembered us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will
bless the house of Aaron;
P: He will bless those who fear the LORD, both the small and the great.
C: We will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of
old.
KYRIE
Instead of taking the name of the Lord in vain i.e. “Oh God” in the midst of a frustrating
circumstance, turn those feelings into a prayer with the words of the Kyrie “Lord, Have
Mercy.”
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace we have with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For peace among the families of the nations and in coming generations, let us pray to
the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all who rejoice here for our access by faith into this grace in which we stand, let us
pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: By Your purposeful suffering, rejection, death, and resurrection—help, save, comfort,
and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
SALUTATION
As you meet people throughout the coming week, pause for a moment and consider the
greeting and the motivation of your heart and feelings towards the person you greet.
What message do you want to send to the community around you today with your
greetings?
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Use these 5 parts of prayer for your table grace, morning or evening prayer each day this
week: 1) Address 2) basis for the petition 3) the petition 4) reason for the petition 5)
conclusion of praise to God.
P: Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.
C: By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul;
P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Always read the Old Testament with Jesus and His ministry and mission as the key to understanding
any Old Testament passage.
Abram was 99 years old when the Lord told him of His plans to increase his posterity and make a
covenant with him. God also changed Sarai’s name to Sarah and promised Abram a son.
1When

Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant
between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And
God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a
multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I
will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after
you. . . .15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Sunday 9 & 11 a.m.) WORSHIP PRESENTATION by Jaiden Archer, “Here I Am, Lord”

EPISTLE READING: Romans 5:1-11
The Epistles are great for personal weekday devotional reading and study – pick a letter this week
and read it, think on it and share it with a friend, family member or someone with whom you work
or play.
Peace with God comes through Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us in His righteousness
making us righteous before God. This selfless sacrifice should propel us to boast in the Lord’s
goodness and leave our lives of sin.
1Therefore,

since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
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even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved
by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
VERSE
Mark 8:34b
We are often tempted to believe that we are “on our own” through this life in our choices
and life circumstances. Take this time to remember that Jesus is with you at all times and
in all places.
P: If anyone would come after Me,
C: let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38
Rumors of who Jesus was spread around villages and towns. Some claimed He was just a teacher, a
prophet, or John the Baptist. Peter said Jesus was indeed the Messiah and worthy of following. Jesus
taught His disciples that He must die and be resurrected, but Peter rejected this message because
of his own concerns and desires. Jesus rebuked him and called the crowd to heed a bold message.
To follow Christ is to pick up your cross and deny yourself daily.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the
Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he strictly
charged them to tell no one about him. 31And he began to teach them that the Son of
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.” 34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said
to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and
forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life? 38For whoever is ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
(Saturday 6 p.m.)

“The Lamb”
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LSB 547 vs. 1-3

© 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716.

SERMON MESSAGE: “Your Spiritual Family Tree” - Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
BENEDICTION
(Saturday 6 p.m.)

“The Lamb”
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LSB 547 vs. 4-5

© 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716.

(Sunday 9 & 11 a.m.) CLOSING HYMN

“What Wondrous Love Is This”

LSB 543 vs. 3-4

Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
Special guidelines will be followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know the
coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be together in worship again, but we
are also sure He wants us to use good judgement in protecting our health.


Many members who were considered “at-risk” and felt uncomfortable sitting inside the church have now
been vaccinated. If you now feel comfortable coming back inside please do so. We still ask that you wear a
mask and practice social distancing. The pews are sanitized after each service and hand sanitizer is available
throughout the church. However, if you have a symptomatic health condition, please check with your doctor
to see if it is advisable to return at this time.



Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is REQUIRED. If you don’t have one, masks are available
throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask, except when preaching
God’s Word.



Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 9:00 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open 30
minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in between).
Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to approximately
75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars. Beginning on Palm
Sunday seating will be available in every other pew.



Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped off
pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and dismissing
from back to front.



Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take these
home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the pews.



Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service.

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.

Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services)
 By Radio - You can join our worship service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM at 8:00 a.m. airtime.
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services.
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
Sacrament of Holy Communion: With many members receiving COVID-19 vaccinations, and with the number
of hospitalizations continually decreasing, the Board of Elders have approved moving communion distribution
back to the front of the altar. WE will still use single file by alternating release from the pews starting with the
front pews. Those in the parking lot and those with difficulty walking up front will be served first. After
receiving communion you will be dismissed using the left aisle. Do not return back to your seats. This will
open the Marie Pfarr Room back up for some fellowship time, keeping in mind social distancing and masks are
still in effect. This new procedure will start the first weekend in March.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at
937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Flowers are placed on the altar by Sara and Ana Sivko in loving memory of Arlene “Grandmama”
Sivko.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

FEB. 28-MARCH 7, 2021

We continue to review events based on the Covid-19 health protocol.

TODAY
02/28

9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming”
1:30 pm Special Voter’s Assembly Meeting/Gym
3:00 pm VBS Meeting/Gym

MONDAY
TUESDAY

8:00 pm Adult Open Gym Volleyball
11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting
7:00 pm Board of Properties Meeting/Church Building

WEDNESDAY 4:00 pm Midweek Lenten
Worship Service
7:00 pm Midweek Lenten
Worship Service

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
03/07

6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
& “Live Streaming”

Weekly Church Attendance

A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement
3 Years-Kindergarten—Zoom: Email Colleen Foster
at colleenearl11@yahoo.com for link and password
1st-6th Grades—Teacher Nichol Nicol’s School Classroom
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Bowsher &
Mrs. Monroe’s Classrooms
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: Topic—The Book of
Genesis: Through this nine session study, you will
deepen your understanding of God’s plan of salvation
through Jesus.
If you have questions, please contact Sunday School
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at
937-205-1802 or arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

Congregational Tithe
Third Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50%, Hearts for Jesus - 10%,
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%, L.A.M.P. - 10%,
Kingdom Investments International - 10%,
Food for the Poor - 10%

Weekly Worship Bible Readings

6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday
2/20 & 2/21: 153

Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's offers a
mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give by credit or debit card anytime
from your smart phone. Simply scan the
image you see here using your phone’s Quick
Response (QR) code reader! You may also go
to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
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For those of you who would like to study the
Word ahead of the next weekends worship
services, we are listing here in the N&N the
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.

March 6-7, 2021
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 20:1-17
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Holy Gospel: John 2:13-22

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
2021 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR DATES
Available dates for altar flowers in February through June are as follows:
March 21
April 25
June 6
April 11
May 2
June 20
April 18
There are also many dates available for altar flowers throughout the remaining months. Please call
Charlotte Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to reserve any special dates for flowers in church. Chancel flowers
are available almost every weekend.
The Flower Committee thanks you for your continued support.

St. John’s School Enrollment Now Open

Special Voter’s Assembly Meeting Scheduled

School enrollment is open. Please view the school
website for more information:
www.sjsmarysville.org

The Board of Administration has scheduled a Special
Voter’s Assembly Meeting TODAY, Sunday, February 28
at 1:30 p.m. in the gym.

Loss of a Spouse Event
Are you grieving the death of a Spouse? Or do you
know someone who is? Find encouragement,
comfort, and hope at a special Loss of a Spouse
event being held on Sunday, March 14, from
2-4 pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 7960 State
Route 38, Milford Center, OH 43045.
Loss of a Spouse helps men and women grapple
with the challenges of being widowed. The FREE
seminar features an inspiring 35-minute video
that’s filled with moving stories, practical advice,
and a variety of perspectives on spousal loss. After
the video, you’ll have the opportunity to discuss
what you learned with other widows and
widowers. You’ll discover that you’re not alone in
your grief and what you’re going through is normal.
Plus, you’ll receive a booklet to take home with
over 30 short readings on how to rebuild your life.
Please call or text Deaconess Janet Nicol at
614-561-7411 to register for this encouraging
seminar.

Mark your calendars for the
following LWML events:
June 24-27, 2021: The LWML Ohio District is helping
host the 2021 National LWML convention in Lexington,
KY. The theme is “Running the Race...Looking to Jesus.”
June 17-18, 2022: The Ohio District LWML will host
their first ‘concise’ convention at St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Napoleon, OH. The theme will be “Lord of the
Harvest.”
June 22-25: The National LWML Convention will be in
Milwaukee, WI.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
If you have a Thrivent policy,
have you directed your free Choice Dollars for the year
2020? Choice Dollars for 2020 expire March 31.
You can direct your free Choice Dollars by calling 1-800847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt or go
online to service.thrivent.com. Your free dollars can be
directed to St. John's Church or to 40,000 other
charitable organizations.
If you are not sure if you have Choice Dollars, give them
a call and ask. Remember even small amounts make a
difference.

Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to
Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox
outside the office doors, mailing or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by
NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS

“Things Aren’t Always What They Seem”
Two angels were traveling together and stopped to spend the night in the home of a wealthy family. The
owners were rude and refused to let the angels stay in the mansion’s guest room. Instead the angels were
given a small space in the cold basement.
As they made their bed on the hard floor, the older angel saw a hole in the wall and repaired it. When the
younger angel asked why, the older angel replied, “Things aren’t always what they seem.”
The next night the pair came to rest at the house of a very poor, but very hospitable farmer and his wife.
After sharing what little food they had, the couple let the angels sleep in their own bed where they could have
a good night’s rest.
When the sun came up the next morning, the angels found the farmer and his wife in tears. Their only cow,
whose milk had been their sole source of income, lay dead in the field.
The younger angel was infuriated and asked the older angel, “How could you have let this happen?! The
first man had everything, yet you helped him,” she accused. “The second family had very little but was willing
to share everything they had, and you let their cow die!”
“Things aren’t always what they seem,” the older angel replied. “When we stayed in the basement of the
mansion, I noticed there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the owner was so obsessed with greed
and unwilling to share his good fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn’t find it.”
“Then last night as we slept in the farmer’s bed, the angel of death came for his wife…I gave him the cow
instead.”
*****
“Heavenly Father, So many times in life things are NOT what they seem!
Despite our best efforts, we have often been guilty of jumping to conclusions or making
judgements based on outward appearances. Give us hearts to discern the truth;
the courage to reach out to those who are struggling; and the compassion to share your grace
with others during these uncertain times.
In your name we pray. Amen.”

The LYF mission trip is on! Amidst the craziness of this past year and a cancelled trip last
summer, LYF is excited and planning on serving in Imperial, PA this summer from June 20-26th!
While many of our youth signed up for last summer are planning on attending, we do have a
few open spots for youth who were not previously committed. The mission trip is a fantastic
experience, where our youth and adults will shine Christ's light on a deserving community through home repair
projects. We will also attend daily devotions and worship sessions to grow in our faith and relationships with
one another. There are many COVID-19 precautions in place on this year's trip, such as mask-wearing, our
group lodging together, only outdoor home repairs, and increased worship/devotional/dining sessions to assist
with physical distancing. Eligible youth are those entering 9th grade in fall 2021-college. If you have a youth, or
are an adult or parent that might be interested in attending, please reach out to Laura Zeiler
at lauraezeiler@gmail.com! It's sure to be a remarkable experience!
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
VBS 2021 NEEDS YOU! We are

Lenten Worship Schedule 2021
Midweek Lenten Services
March 3, 10, 17, 24 - 4:00 & 7:00 pm

Holy Week Worship Schedule 2021
Palm Sunday
March 28, Sa nctua ry Worship Services
9:00 & 11:00 am
Maundy Thursday
April 1, Sa nctua ry Worship Services
4:00 & 7:00 pm (Communion)
Good Friday
April 2, Tenebra e Service: “Service of Darkness”
7:00 pm
Holy Saturday
April 3, Sa nctua ry Worship Service
6:00 pm (Communion)

getting started on the planning
for this summer's VBS - and
whether you've helped before or
not, we would love to have you as part of our
team! Please join us for our first meeting
Sunday afternoon, February 28 from 3-4pm. We
have a zoom link below, and will also meet
socially distantly in the gym.
Some of the areas we need help this year are
games and snacks and possibly more! If you are
interested in a specific area or type of work, feel
free to reach out to Amanda at
937-243-7471 / vbs@sjsmarysville.org /
AmandaDavisand2littles@gmail.com
(This time would count as engagement scholarship hours.)

Zoom details:
Topic: VBS Planning 2021
Time: Feb. 28, 2021 3:00 PM Eastern Time
Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77328508131?
pwd=cE9oSjlyRkw0TnpCY2lDaVNBRTNtQT09
Meeting ID: 773 2850 8131
Passcode: Z7M9v3

Easter Sunday
April 4, Sa nctua ry Worship Services
9:00 & 11:00 am (Communion)
Please join us here at St. John ’s for our
Lenten Worship Services,
and Holy Week & Easter Worship Services!
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Christian Devotional Book Study
Led by Rich Rausch, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.,
March 7-May 2 in Classroom #6. Details below.

M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
Neudettlesau Nostalgia
In the early 1830s many of our German ancestors arrived in Union County. They built
their log homes and began clearing the area in what became known as the Settlement.
In 1838 St. John’s was chartered by about 20 families, including “three Americans” who
were citizens of the area prior to 1830, but of German ancestry and German-speaking.
The log church they built was on the north side of the intersection of today’s SR 736
and Scottslawn Road. A pioneer cemetery, the Brown graveyard, was located on the
south side of the intersection. History does not say why that location was chosen for
the church, but the proximity to a cemetery could have influenced their decision. It was likely the burial spot
for not only the local pioneers, but also those early German settlers from the early 1830s until approximately
1843. Families who are believed to have been buried there include Doellinger, Hegenderfer, Lehner, Ruhl,
Schwartzkopf, and others.
The log church burned. In 1843 St. John’s reorganized, erected a second log church and consecrated the
congregation’s first cemetery two miles north of the original location.
The Brown graveyard likely became little used with the availability of the new church cemetery and the
growing Unionville Center (now Darby Township) cemetery. The 1883 Beers Union County history states, “In
the northeastern part [of Darby Township], at one time the Brown graveyard was the only burying place for
the settlers in that region. It is now a neglected spot.”
The wooded location of the old graveyard, surrounded by a rail fence, was well known among those living in
the area. One gentleman recalled in the early 1900s Teacher Burger made students stay after school if they
were not sufficiently prepared for religion class. One day the teacher made the mistake of leaving the room
and one of the boys being detained couldn’t resist the temptation of putting Teacher Burger’s pointing stick
down his pants leg when leaving. On the way home he hid the stick in the rail fence.
Fast forward to the late 1960s when the woods was cleared for farming. In recent years the farm was sold to
another farmer, and more recently to a land development company. When the farm ground was observed
being marked for lots, and driveways being installed, concern was raised over the possibility of the graves
being disturbed by the construction of homes in the area.
With the assistance of the Union County Historical Society, interested local citizens, the cooperation of
Countrytyme Land Specialists, and with funding provided by the Union County Veteran’s Services, Ohio
Valley Archaeology, Inc. will search the area of the cemetery with ground penetrating radar and
magnetometry equipment to determine the location of the pioneer cemetery, and ensure the earliest
pioneers and Settlement residents continue to rest in peace. The Veterans Service is pursuing the likelihood
Revolutionary War and/or War of 1812 soldiers they have identified are also buried there.

2021 CHURCH BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION
PASTOR - Jack Heino
CHAIRMAN - Craig Wetterman
VICE CHAIRMAN - David Gruenbaum
PRINCIPAL - Richard Rausch

SECRETARY - Darlene Slack
TREASURER - Adam Smith
ASSISTANT TREASURER - Joy Ballard
FINANCIAL SECRETARY - Mary Mayer
+ 14 +

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
St. John’s School Enrollment Update

Changes to Worship Service Guidelines
The Board of Elders approved the following changes to our worship service guidelines:


Many members who were considered “at-risk” and felt uncomfortable sitting inside the church have now
been vaccinated. If you now feel comfortable coming back inside please do so. We still ask that you wear a
mask and practice social distancing. The pews are sanitized after each service and hand sanitizer is
available throughout the church. However, if you have a symptomatic health condition, please check with
your doctor to see if it is advisable to return at this time.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in
between). Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to
approximately 75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.
Beginning on Palm Sunday seating will be available in every other pew.



With many members receiving COVID-19 vaccinations, and with the number of hospitalizations continually
decreasing, the Board of Elders have approved moving communion distribution back to the front of the
altar. WE will still use single file by alternating release from the pews starting with the front pews. Those
in the parking lot and those with difficulty walking up front will be served first. After receiving communion
you will be dismissed using the left aisle. Do not return back to your seats. This will open the Marie Pfarr
Room back up for some fellowship time, keeping in mind social distancing and masks are still in effect. This
new procedure will start the first weekend in March.
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