Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 30-31, 2021

“I know who you are—the Holy One of God,” he said to Jesus (Mk 1:24). True, but spoken by a false
prophet, a demon speaking through a poor, helpless victim. “Be silent, and come out of him!” (v 25)
said the true Prophet, and indeed, the evil spirit came out, because this One always speaks with
authority (Gospel). This Sunday’s epiphany is the revelation of Jesus as the one whose words carry
the very power of God. That begins in our Old Testament Reading, when Moses promises this very
Prophet. Deuteronomy is, of course, Moses’ final oration to Israel before his death—specifically to
the “next generation” of Israelites, the children of those who came out of Egypt as adults. For forty
years, Moses has been God’s prophet to the people, though, in fact, much of the speaking was
actually done by his brother Aaron (Ex 4:10–16). Now it is time to pass the prophetic mantle to
another. The promise of the Prophet like Moses comes in immediate contrast to the preceding
words, the warning against false prophesying (18:9–14). Divination, fortune-telling, sorcery,
necromancy, inquiring of the dead, and such are all efforts to learn what God has decided is not
wholesome for us to know. These are among the very “abominations” for which God would destroy
the Canaanites.
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Weekend Worship Services
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
“Prophet and Savior” - Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Prophet, Priest, and King. Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. Immanuel, God with us.
The Messiah. The Christ, the Son of the Living God. Savior. Jesus is all of these and many,
many more titles and honors and offices that Scripture attributes to Him. Each of these
precious names tells us something special about Jesus, and we need Him to be all of these
for us. In our text today, though, our Old Testament Reading from Deuteronomy 18, Moses
focuses on one of these rich titles: Prophet.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
Make a note on your worship folder that you can read & remember EVERY DAY in the
coming week to bring you back to the place where you began to worship today.
WELCOME
A LITTLE LITURGY LESSON: Jude 1:25 (ESV)
The Collect/Prayer of the Day
“25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion,
and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”
RINGING OF THE BELLS
As the Bell rings at the beginning of worship – take time to silently pray for the Holy Spirit to
fill you as God TRULY arrives in His Word and Sacrament among us.
OPENING HYMN

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

LSB 904 sts. 1-2

Public domain

INVOCATION
Take a moment when you first wake up to begin your day with the invocation and
remember the grace of your baptism. End each day this week as soon as you go to bed
in the same way.
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CONFESSION
Psalm 32:1-2, 5-7, 10
Each day confess your “sin-fullness” before God and ask Him for His forgiveness and the
Holy Spirit to use you and yours to His glory.
P: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
C: Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is
no deceit.
P: As Moses speaks to the people through God, we confess those times we do not listen
to Your words and close our hearts to You.
C: Forgive us, Lord.
P: As Paul warns, we confess those times when our freedom in Christ causes one who is
weak in faith to stumble.
C: Forgive us, Lord.
P: As Jesus, the long-awaited Prophet and Savior, taught with and showed His authority
and power, we confess those times when we allow the forces of evil to make us forget
the deliverance and love of God we have in Christ.
C: Forgive us, Lord.
P: With David the psalmist, we humbly come before the Lord.
Silence for reflection
P: I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity;
C: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and You forgave the iniquity of my
sin.
P: Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to You at a time when You may be
found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.
C: You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with
shouts of deliverance.
ABSOLUTION
Think of ways you can each day this week creatively show forth (Epiphany) your sense of
rejoicing that your “sin-fullness” has been cleansed.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given His only Son to
die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a servant of Christ and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit. To those who believe in His name He gives the power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun
this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
P: Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
C: but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.
SALUTATION
As you meet people throughout the coming week, pause for a moment and consider the
greeting and the motivation of your heart and feelings towards the person you greet.
What message do you want to send to the community around you today with your
greetings?
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
PRAYER OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
God promised a line of prophets who will speak on His behalf to Israel just like Moses did.
He warned of false prophets and assured that their destinies would lead to death.
15“The

LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my
God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in
what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I
command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name,
I myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name
that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that
same prophet shall die.’”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Paul addressed a controversial topic of eating food sacrificed to idols in Corinth.
His message is clear- we have freedom in Christ, but we must live out our freedom
with discretion and care for the sake of the vulnerable.
1Concerning

food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he
does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.
4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there may be so-called gods
in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet for us
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7However, not
all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as
really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not
commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But
take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be
encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother
stumble.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28
To the human eye, Jesus didn’t possess any earthly authority- He was just a carpenter’s son from
Nazareth. However, Jesus taught with authority, performed miracles, and rebuked and casted out
impure spirits proving His identity and God-given authority as the Holy One of God.
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered the
synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was in their
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of
God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they were all
amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once
his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON HYMN

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

LSB 904 sts. 3

Public domain

SERMON MESSAGE: “Prophet and Savior” - Deuteronomy 18:15-20
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
BENEDICTION
P: Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
C: but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

LSB 904 sts. 4

Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
Special guidelines will be followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know the
coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be together in worship again, but we
are also sure He wants us to use good judgement in protecting our health.


We encourage elderly, at-risk, and symptomatic people to continue worshiping from home (the “live
streaming” service on Face Book continues).
“At risk” conditions include: 65 years or older, chronic lung disease, moderate/severe asthma, serious
heart conditions, compromised immune systems, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease
undergoing dialysis and liver disease.



Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is REQUIRED. If you don’t have one, masks are available
throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask, except when preaching
God’s Word.



Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 9:00 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open 30
minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in between).
Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to approximately
75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.



Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped off
pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and dismissing
from back to front.



Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take these
home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the pews.



Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service. Please socialize
outside the church.

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.

Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services)
 By Radio - You can join our 9:00 a.m. service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM.
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services.
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
Sacrament of the Holy Communion: We are offering the Sacrament of the Holy Communion on the first and
third weekends of each month. This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you leave and only individual cups
will be offered. If you wish not to receive the Sacrament, you may exit out the front doors or wait in line and
exit from the Marie Pfarr Room. Please follow social distancing and hand sanitizer is available. If you choose to
attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary, as soon as the church has emptied, you will be
invited to come in and receive communion at that time, or to avoid leaving your vehicle you can drive under
the portico (Marie Pfarr Room side), stop and roll down your window to receive communion.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at
937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are given in thanksgiving to God and in celebration of the third birthday of Rosalie Mary
Anderson on January 30, by her grandparents, Nathan and Mary Rausch.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

JAN. 31-FEB. 7, 2021

We continue to review events based on the Covid-19 health protocol.

TODAY
01/31

9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms
10:00 am Design Feasibility Info Session/Gym
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming”
12:00 pm Design Feasibility Info Session/Gym
6:00 pm LYF Zoom Gathering
MONDAY
8:00 pm Adult Open Gym Volleyball
TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting
WEDNESDAY
Design Feasibility Info Sessions:
4:00-5:00 and 5:00-6:00 pm/Cafeteria-Gym
THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
5:30 pm SJS BBall Home vs. Bunsold
SATURDAY 10:00 am SJS Boys BBall Home vs. Liberty Christian
6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
SUNDAY
9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
02/07
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion &
“Live Streaming”

Weekly Church Attendance

A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement
3 Years-Kindergarten—Zoom: Email Colleen Foster
at colleenearl11@yahoo.com for link and password
1st-6th Grades—Teacher Nichol Nicol’s School Classroom
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Bowsher &
Mrs. Monroe’s Classrooms
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: Topic—The Book of
Genesis: Through this nine session study, you will
deepen your understanding of God’s plan of salvation
through Jesus.
If you have questions, please contact Sunday School
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at
937-205-1802 or arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

Congregational Tithe
Third Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50%, Hearts for Jesus - 10%,
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%, L.A.M.P. - 10%,
Kingdom Investments International - 10%,
Food for the Poor - 10%

Weekly Worship Bible Readings

6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday
1/23 & 1/24: 150

Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's offers a
mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give by credit or debit card anytime
from your smart phone. Simply scan the
image you see here using your phone’s Quick
Response (QR) code reader! You may also go
to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
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For those of you who would like to study the
Word ahead of the next weekends worship
services, we are listing here in the N&N the
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.

February 6-7, 2021
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-27
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:29-39

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
2021 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR DATES
Available dates for altar flowers in February, March & April are as follows:
February 28
March 21

April 18
April 25

There are also many dates available for altar flowers throughout the remaining months. Please call
Charlotte Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111 to reserve any special dates for flowers in church. Chancel flowers
are available almost every weekend.
The Flower Committee thanks you for your continued support.

Design Feasibility Committee
Information Sessions

St. John’s Cookbooks Still Available
A limited supply of St. John's cookbooks
are still available. If you would like to
purchase one for a future gift
(retirement, shower, wedding, birthday,
Christmas), please call Mary Mayer at
937-642-2181. Cost is $20.

The Design Feasibility Committee is hosting
information sessions for the Master Plan that was
introduced during the Voter's Assembly on January
17th.
The first date of information sessions will be held in
the gymnasium TODAY, Sunday, January 31st from
10:00 - 11:00 a.m., and the second information
session will be held 12:00 until 1:00 p.m.
We have also added additional information
sessions on Wednesday, February 3rd; first session
is from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. and second session is from
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria/gym.

The Winter 2020 Edition of the Lutheran Woman's
Quarterly is available on the lwml.org website under the
News & Events tab and then by clicking Lutheran
The purpose of the information session is to receive Woman's Quarterly. This edition of the quarterly does
feedback from the congregation, answer questions have the information and registration forms for the
convention which at this time is still on.
on the plan, and see the condition of the current
school facilities.
The Spring 2021 ODE is available on
the lwmlohio.org website under resources The ODE.
The architects from M+A that helped develop the
The LWML Ohio District is helping host the 2021
Master Plan will also be on hand to answer
questions. The two map boards of the Master Plan National LWML convention in Lexington, KY June 24th27th, 2021. Please consider volunteering to help at the
will be on display in the Marie Pfarr Room, along
with 11"x17" color handouts of the plan will also be convention. If you volunteer for at least 8 hours you will
have a discounted registration. I have already signed up
available.
to be an usher at the convention. The newsletters for
the convention are on the lwmlohio.org website. If you
(See the flyer on page 12 of the
have any questions, please reach out to Stephanie Petee
Notes & News.)
614-588-4187 via phone or text.

Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to
Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox
outside the office doors, mailing or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by
NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS

An Interview With God
I dreamed I had an INTERVIEW WITH GOD.
“So, you would like to interview me?” GOD asked.
If you have the time,” I said.
GOD smiled. “My time is eternity... what questions do you have in mind for me?”

“What surprises you the most about humankind?”
GOD answered...
“That they get bored with childhood, that they rush to grow up, and then long to be
children again.”
“That they lose their health to make money... and then lose their money to restore
their health.”
“That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the present, such that they
live in neither the present nor the future”
“That they live as if they would never die, and die as though they had never lived.

GOD took my hand... and we were silent for a while.
And then I asked, “As a parent, what are some of life’s lessons you want your children to learn?”
GOD replied,
“To learn they cannot make anyone love them. All they can do is let themselves be loved.”
“To learn that it is not good to compare themselves to others.”
“To learn to forgive by practicing forgiveness.”
“To learn that it only takes a few seconds to open profound wounds in those they love, and
it can take many years to heal them.”
“To learn that a rich person is not one who has the most, but one who needs the least.”
“To learn that there are people who love them dearly, but simply do not yet know how to
express or show their feelings.”
“To learn that two people can look at the same thing, and see it differently.”
“To learn that it is not enough that they forgive one another, but they must also
forgive themselves.”
“Thank you for your time,” I said humbly. “Is there anything else you would like your
children to know.”
GOD smiled and said, “Just know that I am here. Always.”

Anonymous
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS

St. John’s Lutheran School
Celebrates 100 Days!
St. John’s Lutheran School celebrates it’s 100th day of
remaining open during the Covid-19 Pandemic. We are
half-way through the school year, and still going strong!
We give God all thanks, honor and glory!

A thank you to St. John’s from Concordia Theological Seminary in
Ft. Wayne for the ingathering of gift cards and monetary donations,
organized by our St. John’s Golden Eagles.

LYF Zoom Devotions and Games
Sunday, 1/31: Zoom Devotions and Games: Join us at 6pm on Zoom as we continue our devotional
series, Fire and Faithfulness. You can find us at the following link: https://zoom.us/j/96480118855.
Wednesday, 2/10: Zoom Devotions and Games: Join us at 6pm on Zoom for some fun and fellowship,
including our devotional series Fire and Faithfulness. You can find us at the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/94367146534
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