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“Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!” (LSB 381:1). “Let our gladness banish sadness all throughout 
creation!” (LSB 371:1). These two songs of the Christmas season remind us that we are in glad times 
as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. This year, because of the way the days of the week fall 
immediately after Christmas Day, we are blessed by having not one but two Sundays after Christmas! 
On the Second Sunday after Christmas, our worship focuses on the only episode between our Lord’s 
infancy and His adult ministry recorded in the Gospels: the twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple. In 
this event, the evangelist presents us with the divine wisdom demonstrated by this descendant of 
King David. Matched with that Gospel is the Old Testament Reading of the youthful Solomon, the 
immediate descendant of David, and his prayer for wisdom. Solomon’s request is an example to all 
believers of rightly placing their priorities in life. Even more significantly, the wisdom that the Lord 
gave him to rule over his people and his kingdom points us to the kingdom of God that Jesus came to 
usher in by His ministry and by the wisdom of His death on the cross. Although the Church is still in 
the Christmas season, our culture’s observance of Christmas has long been replaced by a focus on 
the new year. Christians, too, may be thinking of New Year’s resolutions, fresh starts, and focusing on 
the important things of life, that is, “Asking the Right Questions”. 



 

 

Weekend Worship Services 
 

 

Kevin Vollrath – Organist 
 

“Asking the Right Questions” -  1 Kings 3:4-15  
What’s really important in life? You know the kind of answer that question is supposed to 

bring in a sermon, and we’ll definitely wind up there. But for a second, think about what 

people—and sometimes we—consider to be most important in life. Let’s be honest: we 

know money matters. You’ve got to be able to provide for your family, and buying a few 

nice things is . . . nice. But sometimes even we Christians can feel as if being able to say, 

“Sure, we’re going to add on that extra room! . . . Christmas break in Hawaii or Aspen? No 

problem! . . . Retire at age 55 and play!” is what we really, really want most right now. Good 

health till we’re ninety. Nothing wrong with wanting that. But sometimes clinging to youth 

and good looks, keeping your tennis game in top form, reversing the clock is what matters 

most to us. How many products try to offer that? Family. We love them. We say our 

husband, wife, kids, grandchildren are our top priority. And they should be high on the list. 

But are they really what’s most important in life? In our Old Testament Reading this morning, 

Solomon is asked by God to evaluate his priorities, to consider what’s most important in life. 

What he chooses is more than an example for us. It’s a witness to the most important things 

of all. And you know where we’re going with that: The Things of God Outweigh Everything 

Else in Importance. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

Make a note on your worship folder that you can read & remember EVERY DAY in the  

coming week to bring you back to the place where you began to worship today. 
 

WELCOME 
 

A LITTLE LITURGY LESSON:  Psalm 100:1-2 (ESV) 

The Introit 

“Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into 

his presence with singing!”  
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

As the Bell rings at the beginning of worship – take time to silently pray for the Holy Spirit to 

fill you as God TRULY arrives in His Word and Sacrament among us. 
 

INVOCATION 

Take a moment when you first wake up to begin your day with the invocation and 

remember the grace of your baptism. End each day this week as soon as you go to bed 

in the same way. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Hebrews 8:10-12; Psalm 122:1 

P: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

declares the Lord: 
C: I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, 

and they shall be My people. 

P: And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest. 
C: For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 

P: I was glad when they said to me, 
C: “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
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CONFESSION 

Each day confess your “sin-fullness” before God and ask Him for His forgiveness and the 

Holy Spirit to use you and yours to His glory. 

C: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have transgressed 

Your Law in many ways, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not always been wise in our thinking and our speaking and our actions. Our 

motives and thoughts have not always been pure. We deserve Your punishment now 

and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and restore us to a full and joyful 

relationship with You, through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct all that we do by Your 

Holy Spirit that in the year now beginning we joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey 

Your Commandments as Your redeemed people. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

Think of ways you can each day this week creatively show forth (Epiphany) your sense of 

rejoicing that your “sin-fullness” has been cleansed. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of 

peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be 

kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He 

will surely do it. Be at peace. 
C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

INSTALLATION OF OUR 2021 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE DAY 
 

“Wide Open Stand the Gates”  LSB 639 vs. 1 & 2 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  1 Kings 3:4-15  
 

 

As Solomon was stepping into his father’s footsteps as king, and since he was just a young child,  

he sought the Lord for wisdom.  This pleased the Lord and He blessed Solomon with a long life. 
 

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon 
used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, 
“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. 
And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on 
his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 
David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 
8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, 
too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for 
who is able to govern this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none 
like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and 
honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in 
my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I 
will lengthen your days.” 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came 
to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt 
offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.  
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

Our eternal inheritance has been sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.  Through Jesus we have  

been blessed with spiritual blessings, forgiveness and redemption through Christ’s blood,  

knowledge and wisdom, and an eternal home in Heaven. 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In him 
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first 
to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory.  
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
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VERSE Luke 2:40 

C: Alleluia. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 

was upon him. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 2:40-52 
 

From a young age, Jesus knew He belonged with the Father.  During the Festival of Passover  

in Jerusalem, Jesus stayed behind in the temple sitting amongst teachers and engaging in 

conversations while His parents, unknowingly leaving Jesus behind, journeyed home.  When His 

parents returned and found Jesus in the temple, Jesus responded, “Didn’t you know I had to be in 

my Father’s house?”  We, too, find the Father when we find Jesus, for Jesus is the only path to God.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 

upon him. 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the 

feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 

parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, 

but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and 

when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days 

they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, 

why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to 

them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 

And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom 

and in stature and in favor with God and man.  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Asking the Right Questions” - 1 Kings 3:4-15 
 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 

us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 

of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 

with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 

recognize and submit to you as our Lord. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN                      “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” LSB 940 sts. 1, 3-4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Acknowledgments: Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
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Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines 
 

Special guidelines will be followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know the 
coronavirus is still active among us.  We know that God desires us all to be together in worship again, but we 
are also sure He wants us to use good judgement in protecting our health.   
 

 We encourage elderly, at-risk, and symptomatic people to continue worshiping from home (the “live 
streaming” service on Face Book continues).   

“At risk” conditions include: 65 years or older, chronic lung disease, moderate/severe asthma, serious 
heart conditions, compromised immune systems, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease 
undergoing dialysis and liver disease. 

 

 Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is REQUIRED.  If  you don’t have one, masks are available 
throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask, except when preaching 
God’s Word.  

 

 Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 9:00 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open 30 
minutes prior to each service and secured during the services. 

 

 To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in between). 
Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to approximately 
75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars. 

 

 Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped off 
pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and dismissing 
from back to front.  

 

 Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take these 
home; they can’t be reused).  Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the pews. 

 

 Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon 
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service. Please socialize 
outside the church. 

 

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the 
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the 
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to 
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these 
challenging time. 
 

Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services) 
 By Radio  - You can join our 9:00 a.m. service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM. 
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services. 
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:                       

https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino 
 

Sacrament of the Holy Communion:  We are offering the Sacrament of the Holy Communion on the first and 
third weekends of each month.  This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you leave and only individual cups 
will be offered.  If you wish not to receive the Sacrament, you may exit out the front doors or wait in line and 
exit from the Marie Pfarr Room.  Please follow social distancing and hand sanitizer is available.  If you choose to 
attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary, as soon as the church has emptied, you will be 
invited to come in and receive communion at that time, or to avoid leaving your vehicle you can drive under 
the portico (Marie Pfarr Room side), stop and roll down your window to receive communion. 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  If you are a guest or visitor we hope we 
have the chance to say hello.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at  
937-644-5549.  
 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   
 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 
 

Altar Flowers:  The altar flowers are a few of the 45 poinsettias purchased to the Glory of God and in honor or 
memory of loved ones.  All the poinsettias were displayed on Christmas Eve & Christmas Day.   

 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement 
 

3 Years-Kindergarten—Zoom:  Email Colleen Foster 
at colleenearl11@yahoo.com for link and password  
 

1st-6th Grades—Teacher Nichol Nicol’s School Classroom 
 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Bowsher & 
Mrs. Monroe’s Classrooms:  CANCELLED JANUARY 3.  
Will resume January 10.  
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House 
 

Women’s Bible Study—School Loft 
 

Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: CANCELLED 
JANUARY 3.  Will resume January 10.  

 

If you have questions, please contact Sunday School 
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at  

937-205-1802 or arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com 

Weekly Worship Bible Readings  

For those of you who would like to study the 
Word ahead of the next weekends worship 
services, we are listing here in the N&N the 
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  
 

January 10, 2021 
Old Testament Reading:  

Genesis 1:1-5 
 

Epistle Reading:  
Romans 6:1-11 

 

Holy Gospel:  
Mark 1:4-11 

Weekly Church Attendance 
6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday  

12/26-12/27:  97    

 

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S               JANUARY 3-10, 2021 
 

 

We continue to review events based on the Covid-19 health protocol. 
 

 

TODAY 9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion 
 01/03  Installation of our 2021 Congregational  
   Officers & Commissioning of our Church  
   Elders 
  10:00 am   Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/ 
   Youth & Children Sunday School 
   NOTE:  See Sunday School list for classes 
   that are cancelled for the holidays.  
 11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion &  
  “Live Streaming” 
 

MONDAY  8:00 pm Adult Volleyball Open Gym   
 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
 7:00 pm Board of Admin. Meeting/Heritage House 
 

 
 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
 

FRIDAY 5:30 pm SJS Girls/Boys BBall Home vs. Tree of Life                 

 

SATURDAY 6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service 
 

 

SUNDAY 9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service 
 01/10 10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/  
  Youth & Children Sunday School 
 10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms 
 11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming” 
 

 

Congregational Tithe 
Second Quarter Mission  

Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21 
 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%, Clothes Closet - 20%, 
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%,  
Food Pantries -  10%, Lutheran Hour - 10% 

 

Mobile Version of Online Giving:  St. John's offers a  
mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for 
you to give by credit or  debit card anytime 
from your smart phone. Simply scan the  
image you see here using your phone’s Quick 
Response (QR) code reader! You  may also go 
to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the 
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.                                                                                                      

mailto:colleenearl11@yahoo.com


 

 

Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to  
Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox 

outside the office doors, mailing or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by  
 

NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON.  Thank you.  
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NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

 
Here’s What People are Saying about 
Stephen Ministry: 
 

 
 

 I was hurting so much I couldn’t see straight.  But I 
discovered the healing love of Jesus through my 
Stephen Minister.  I can’t say enough about Stephen 
Ministry. 

 

 I had never felt so alone as after my wife died.  I had 
never opened up to anyone else before.  My 
Stephen Minister helped me work through the 
painful feelings and helped me find hope again. 

 

 I was able to tell my Stephen Minister things I could 
never have told a friend.  And she never judged me 
or looked down on me.  She just listened and cared.  
It was just what I needed. 

 

 I had never been able to open up to someone before 
and had always kept my feelings to myself.  My 
Stephen Minister helped me to talk about the 
painful things, which opened the door for God’s 
healing. 

 

 All I can say is thank you.  I was so overwhelmed I 
didn’t know where to begin.  My Stephen Minister 
helped me sort through my challenges and regain 
my faith in God.  

 

If you encounter someone who is struggling with an  
on-going crisis, ask them if they would be interested in 
having you contact one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders 
on their behalf.   
 

Or, if you would like more information on our Stephen 
Ministry, contact Doug Doellinger at 937-644-0576 or 
Linda Kosakowski  at 614-506-6179. 

2021 FLOWER CALENDAR DATES 
The Flower Calendar is ready for 2021. The notebook will not be in the church for sign-ups at this 
time. Specific dates can be reserved for altar or chancel flowers by contacting Charlotte  
Blumenschein at (937) 644-4111. Most dates are still available for the year 2021.  

 

Dates available for this month are the following: January 10, January 17, January 24, and January 31.  

In appreciation . . . 
The Flower Committee would like to express 
sincere appreciation to the congregation for their 
support this past year.  Many of you signed up for 
altar or chancel flowers to fill most of the available 
weekend services.  Easter lilies, Pentecost 
geraniums, and Christmas poinsettias were 
purchased by members of the congregation to 
decorate the church for these important dates in 
the church year. 
 

Thank you from the Flower Committee:   
Clara Clevenger, Jacque Jobe, Jill Kleiber, Cheryl 

Leeds, Connie Priday, and Charlotte Blumenschein 

Ladies Aid Altar Committee  
 

If you are looking for a “behind the scenes” way to 
serve, the Altar Committee needs you! You would 
be partnered with another committee member for 
three months of the year, and for those months, 
the two of you would be responsible for keeping 
the candles filled, the paraments that go on the 
altars, lectern, and pulpit the correct color 
according to the church year calendar, washing the 
Communion ware after the last service on 
Communion Sundays (normally the first and third 
Sundays of the month) and special services, as well 
as laundering and/or pressing the Communion 
covers and napkins and other items as needed.  
 

Each committee member also signs up to cover 
some of the Lent, Advent, holidays, and special 
services, as they are able.  
 

 

If you are interested, or if you have any questions 
as you consider, contact Dee Junkans at: 

junkans@hotmail.com or  

mailto:junkans@hotmail.com


 

 

MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  
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Keeping Christmas Alive   
 
 

Amazing things can happen to us at Christmas time!  As the holidays approach, our hearts  seem to double 
in size with good tidings and great joy!  We willingly endure endless lines at the mall to find that one perfect 
gift, spend countless hours in our kitchens baking and icing, and send newsy yuletide greetings to folks near 
and far!  We leave cookies in the mailbox for the postal carrier and give generous tips to everyone from our 
hair dresser, to the paper-boy, to the dog-walker!  Our hearts swell with pride as we drop coins into red kettles, 
donate blankets and clothing to the needy, and volunteer to serve meals at the homeless shelter!  And have 
you noticed that, in spite of our incredibly busy schedules, its easier to find time for worship at Christmas time!  
We love being in church... candles in the windows, children singing, everyone happy and welcoming!  

 

Then sadly but predictably, the holidays draw to a close and that warm Christmas glow begins to fade.  
Once again we find ourselves facing the dreaded tasks of January... packing up and returning to storage the 
tree, the lights, and the boxes of decorations...  discarding the left-over baked goods that far outnumbered our 
circle of family and friends... and standing in the same endless lines at the mall returning gifts that weren’t so 
perfect.  Now as the colorful decorations are relegated to the basement and our holiday CD’s are put back on 
the shelf, we fall victims to the “post Christmas let-down”!  We slide head first into the winter doldrums, 
taking with us our Christmas high!   

 

So what if there was a way to avoid that let down that so many of us experience?  What if we could keep 
that “most wonderful time of the year” mindset not just during the holidays, but all year long?  I’m not 
suggesting that we all abandon our long-standing Christmas traditions, but what if we could hang onto some of 
the habits we eagerly embrace at the holidays and practice them year round!  What if we greeted folks with 
the same care and concern in our voices... gave of ourselves and our resources not just when there is a holiday 
goal to be met...  found a way to do something kind for front line workers for their tireless efforts...  wrote a 
note of encouragement to a shut in... reached out to help before we are asked. 

 

Let’s keep those good tidings and great joy in our hearts all year long and not return to our dull and 
mundane pre-Christmas lives.  God gave us the greatest Christmas gift of all time in the birth of His son, Jesus, 
in Bethlehem all those years ago.  He never intended for us to keep that gift to ourselves... it was meant to be 
shared.  If these intentional acts of love and kindness that we practice during the Christmas holidays fill our 
hearts with such feelings of joy and peace, why pack them away with the decorations and ornaments?  Why 
not practice them every day!  Why not remember Mary’s words to the angel.  “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word”  Luke 1:38.   
 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR BABE DECKER: 
Many of you have asked about funeral arrangements for our dear sister in Christ, Babe Decker.  Some of us 

were fortunate to have been able to travel to Washington, D.C. last January for the funeral and burial of Major 
General Oscar Decker, and were made aware that because of his rank, his loving wife, Babe will also be 
afforded the honor of being laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery.  We have received word from Linda 
Ingram, their daughter, that Babe will be buried on January 7th at 11:00 am.  Unfortunately, due to Covid 
restrictions, there will be no chapel service, only a 15 minute grave side service reserved for immediate family 
only.  Linda has contracted the same company that videotaped Oscar's funeral and they will live stream it and 
make it available online afterwards.   
 
 (Continued) 
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Golden Eagles Article Continued: 
 

Linda forwarded the email link for the live stream which is: https://my.anc.media/3dmK46n.  This link is 
not searchable on the web.  There is no password required.  This is the only way to access the live video.  The 
link will stay active after the service is completed, allowing playback.  If you would like to send greetings to 
Linda and her family, the address is: Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Ingram, 13191 Piedmont Vista Drive, Haymarket, 
Virginia, 20169.  We continue to keep the entire Decker family in our thoughts and prayers.    

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an  
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.   
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.   

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord  
eats and drinks judgment on himself.  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

 

The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod  
Lutheran Christians.  Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully  

review the following statements: 
 

1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:16-20 
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of self-

examination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.                          
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness.  I am sorry for my sins.  1 John 1:8-9 
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.        

Romans 3:21-24 
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of  Holy 

Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.                   
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

6. If possible, so far as it depends on me, I seek to live peaceably with all.  Romans 12:17-19 
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in 

God’s promises and obeying His commands.  Galatians 5:22-24 
 

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper.  If you do 
not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you 
sin against the body and blood of the Lord.  If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of 
St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our 
partnership in the Gospel.  You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding 
any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.  

 
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers:  A gluten-free communion wafer option is 
now available for those who are allergic.  They are located in the brass cup in the 
middle of the communion plate.   
 

Communion Wine:  For those who have health related, or other issues with 
drinking alcohol, please take the purple individual communion cup.  It contains 
all water with one drop of wine. 

https://my.anc.media/3dmK46n


 

 


