Second Sunday in Advent
December 5-6, 2020

In the season of Advent, we begin to tell the story of salvation again but anew. If the prayer of
last week (First Sunday in Advent) is to invoke God to “stir up Your power,” the next step is to
pray God will “stir up our hearts” (Today’s Prayer of the Day). God does this by the way and
word of the prophets. The Gospel of Mark drops us directly into this story, as it were, in
medias res, “in the middle of things.” So it is with the liturgy of our daily lives. John the Baptist
(in the Gospel) enters in the midst of the stressful hustle and bustle of our culture’s holiday
season as it both parallels and diverges from this liturgical season of hope and expectation.
His call, like those of all the prophets whose train he culminates, is the call of repentance, of
turning away from all the ways of life that would close us in on ourselves and then turning
toward the way of the One who comes after him, the One who “is not slow to fulfill his
promise, . . . but is patient” (2 Pet 3:9, Epistle).
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Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we
KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and
SOW His love in Word and deed.

Weekend Worship Services
Dale Scheiderer – Organist
“A Voice of Comfort” - Isaiah 40:1-11
The prophet Isaiah was a faithful servant of God, an eloquent preacher of both divine
judgment and the promise of universal salvation. His writings sparkle with brilliant pictures of
the Lord’s compassion toward a broken nation. A note of grace and hope is particularly
evident in chapter 40, as God, through three distinct “voices,” sends forth His Word of life.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
Make a note on your worship folder that you can read & remember EVERY DAY in the
coming week to bring you back to the place where you began to worship today and
remind you of the insight etc. the Holy Spirit provided.

WELCOME
A LITTLE LITURGY LESSON: Genesis 3:8
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden.
RINGING OF THE BELL
INVOCATION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: the light no darkness can overcome.
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness
C: and illumine Your Church.
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“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

LSB 344 v. 1-2
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+ Service of the Word +
PRAYER OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 40:1-11
The Israelites were promised one who would be coming to prepare the way for the Messiah.
This promise brought comfort to the Israelites who were in the midst of struggle.
1Comfort,

comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the
LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What
shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers,
the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are
with young.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: 2 Peter 3:8-14
The Lord is a promise keeper, patient and kind. When He returns one day,
He will do so with fierce intention and authority.
8But

do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11Since all these
things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and
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godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be
found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
VERSE
Luke 3:4b, 6
Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the
salvation of God. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
In the midst of our struggle, God completes His promises as He did when John the Baptist fulfilled the
prophecy in the book of Isaiah. Jesus, who interrupted the people’s struggles to bring Good News,
baptized with the Holy Spirit, empowering the disciples for ministry.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3the
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate
locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier
than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

LSB 344 v. 3-4

Public domain

SERMON MESSAGE: “A Voice of Comfort” - Isaiah 40:1-11
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life + of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.

+ THE SACRAMENT +
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
WORDS OF OUR LORD
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Public domain
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
Special guidelines will be followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know the
coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be together in worship again, but we
are also sure He wants us to use good judgement in protecting our health.


We encourage elderly, at-risk, and symptomatic people to continue worshiping from home (the “live
streaming” service on Face Book continues).
“At risk” conditions include: 65 years or older, chronic lung disease, moderate/severe asthma, serious
heart conditions, compromised immune systems, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease
undergoing dialysis and liver disease.



Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is REQUIRED. If you don’t have one, masks are available
throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask, except when preaching
God’s Word.



Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 9:00 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open 30
minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in between).
Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to approximately
75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.



Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped off
pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and dismissing
from back to front.



Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take these
home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the pews.



Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service. Please socialize
outside the church.

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.

Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services)
 By Radio - You can join our 9:00 a.m. service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM.
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services.
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 a.m. for our “live streaming” service, or after on Sundays at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
Sacrament of the Holy Communion: We are offering the Sacrament of the Holy Communion on the first and
third weekends of each month. This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you leave and only individual cups
will be offered. If you wish not to receive the Sacrament, you may exit out the front doors or wait in line and
exit from the Marie Pfarr Room. Please follow social distancing and hand sanitizer is available. If you choose to
attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary, as soon as the church has emptied, you will be
invited to come in and receive communion at that time, or to avoid leaving your vehicle you can drive under
the portico (Marie Pfarr Room side), stop and roll down your window to receive communion.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at
937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of Ned & Ruthann Rausch’s 14th
wedding anniversary on December 10.
Chancel Flowers: Chancel flowers are in honor of Joy & Larry Ballard’s 32nd wedding anniversary on December 10.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

DECEMBER 6-13, 2020

We continue to review events based on the Covid-19 health protocol.

TODAY
12/06

9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/Youth &
Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Communion &
“Live Streaming”
MONDAY
5:30 pm SJS BBall Games Home vs. Genoa
6:30 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
8:30 pm Adult Volleyball Open Gym
TUESDAY
11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting
5:30 pm SJS BBall Games Home vs. Madison
6:30 pm SJS Christmas Presentation:
2nd Grade/Sanctuary
7:00 pm Bd. of Administration Mtg./Heritage House
WEDNESDAY 6:30 pm SJS Christmas Presentation:
7th Grade/Sanctuary
THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
6:30 pm SJS Christmas Presentation:
4th Grade/Sanctuary
SATURDAY 6:00 pm SJS Christmas Presentation:
8th Grade/Sanctuary
SUNDAY
9:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service
12/13
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class/Classrooms
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service & “Live Streaming”

Weekly Church Attendance
6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday
11/28-11/29: 146

Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's offers a
mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give by credit or debit card anytime
from your smart phone. Simply scan the
image you see here using your phone’s Quick
Response (QR) code reader! You may also go
to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
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A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
3 Years-Kindergarten—Church Basement
3 Years-Kindergarten—Zoom: Email Colleen Foster
at colleenearl11@yahoo.com for link and password
1st-6th Grades—Teacher Nichol Nicol’s School Classroom
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—Mrs. Bowsher &
Mrs. Monroe’s Classrooms
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—School Cafeteria: New Topics Workshop 1 - The Eager Conversationalist
Workshop 2 - The Spiritual Conversation Curve
If you have questions, please contact Sunday School
Superintendent, Lisa Arnold at
937-205-1802 or arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com

Congregational Tithe
Second Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50%, Clothes Closet - 20%,
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%,
Food Pantries - 10%, Lutheran Hour - 10%
Weekly Worship Bible Readings
For those of you who would like to study the
Word ahead of the next weekends worship
services, we are listing here in the N&N the
Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.
December 13, 2020
Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Epistle Reading:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Holy Gospel:
John 1:6-8, 19-28

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias to be displayed for Christmas. They are
$6.75 each and can be in honor or memory of loved ones.
Flowers can be picked up after the Christmas Day service or after weekend services. If you are not attending
services in the church at this time, special arrangements can be made.
There is a limited supply this year, so order early.
Deadline is December 13 or until all flowers are purchased. All checks should be made payable to St. John’s
Lutheran Church and mailed to Charlotte Blumenschein. Orders can be placed by either mailing the
enclosed order form or by calling. Mail forms or call: Charlotte Blumenschein
20570 State Route 245, Marysville, Ohio 43040
(937) 644-4111
Thank you for supporting the Flower Committee.
2020 Beginner Bibles Update
Twice a year, for over 20 years, our
church has presented Beginner Bibles
to our little 3 year old children. At that
time the children are also invited to
join our 3 year old Sunday School Class in the
church basement. However, 2020 has created
challenges to this tradition. But, we now do have a
plan!
All our church children who have their 3 year old
birthday during 2020 will receive a letter about
their Beginner Bible. Families will be asked to
contact us to arrange a time and place to receive
their Bibles – such as: delivered to their home,
Sunday School or a Worship Service, or picked up
at the Church Office. We hope to have them all
delivered by the end of this year.
Our 2020 3 year old children are:
Raea Blankenship, Elise Cortez, Mabel Foster,
Parker Hall, Payton Halley, Carter Hutchins,
Thomas Jacobs, Ella Monroe, Lucas Monroe,
Avrom Nott, MacArthur Plue, Leann Reese,
Paisley Rutan, Rory Sancho, and Emma Scheiderer.
Someone from our Beginner Bible Team will make
arrangements with the parents for the Bible
delivery. Parents need to first contact Gayle Earl at
937-243-5559 (voice mail or text), or
gayle001@columbus.rr.com

The 12th week session is titled, “Heaven.”
In this session, we unveil what heaven is
like, whether one should communicate with their
deceased loved one, whether near-death experiences
are reliable descriptions of heaven, and more answers to
questions about heaven. If you are grieving the death of
a loved one, you are welcome to join us for any of the
in-person sessions held on Thursday evenings from
6:00 – 8:00 pm in our NEW location at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 7960 State Route 38, Milford Center, OH
43045. To register, please call or text Deaconess Janet
Nicol at 614-561-7411. Due to the potential spread of
the COVID-19 virus, we ask that you wear a mask (if
medically possible) during the GriefShare sessions.
Please stay home if you are sick or have any symptoms.
Class will take place in the Church Sanctuary, where
proper seating distance and cleanliness is maintained.

Christmas Eve Luminaries at the Cemetery
For several years families have observed
the foreign custom of placing luminaries
on graves of loved ones on Christmas
Eve. What a testimony these luminaries
can give reminding all of us that:
"Jesus came to us at Christmas as the
Light of the world. We have comfort and peace
knowing our loved ones are with the
Light in everlasting joy and happiness."

‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items: Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to
Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox
outside the office doors, mailing or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by
NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”...
Thanksgiving has come and gone... so now what? As a child I remember these weeks after Thanksgiving as a
magical time of anticipating what comes next! The days were filled with a happy combination of all the
preparations for Christmas! School days were spent rehearsing for concerts, drawing names for the Secret
Santa gift exchange, and parties! At church there was more excitement, especially if you were picked for a
“speaking part” in the pageant. Being shy, I was usually happy being a “silent” angel with a robe my Mom
fashioned from an old bed sheet and a halo made of silver tinsel!
At home our house was always bustling with some sort of preparation! We made Christmas cookies for weeks
ahead! My favorites were the cutouts, which we covered with confectioners icing mixed in bright shades of
red, green, gold and white... Santas, reindeer, sleighs... also camels, angels and baby Jesus! Icing the cookies
was a fun day-long project with a short break for lunch, and everyone took part! My dad, being an engineer by
trade, took great pride in decorating Santa’s sleigh so it really looked like a sleigh... in contrast to mine! My
sisters and I still continue this cookie tradition except, of course, in this Covid year! When we were finished,
my Mom would package up the cookies, along with fudge, fruitcake and nuts, top the box with a red bow and
line them up on the kitchen counter where they waited to be delivered to friends.
Christmas shopping was an event and always meant a trip to downtown Lazarus, a huge treat in itself! We
wore our best dresses and our black patent shoes, even though our knees would be chattering in the cold.
Mom would help us girls find the perfect tie or pair of socks for our Dad; and after we shopped, Mom would
treat us to lunch in the Chintz Room, where being on your best behavior was key! Back home it was a time of
secrets! Mom’s sewing room was off limits and we all knew better than to be caught anywhere near there!
Few events of our young lives could rival the anticipation and excitement for the arrival of Christmas day!
As adults we have all experienced many times of excitement and anticipation... something we have waited for,
worked for, longed for! Perhaps a walk down the aisle to the one you love... Perhaps the birth of your first
child... The first day on a new job... The first day of retirement! The anticipation is sweet because we know
that what we have been waiting for is even sweeter! Our child-like anticipation of gifts left under the
Christmas tree has been replaced by the joyful realization and certainty that our greatest gift is the Christ child,
the one born in a manger, who later died on a cross for our sins. During Advent, while we await with great
anticipation the celebration of the coming of Jesus, let us take time to clear our heads and hearts of the
ordinary preparations we make for the Christmas holiday, and focus on the wonder of this precious gift!
“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.” (1 Peter 1:8, NIV)
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”, by Charles Wesley
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set they people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: As we announced previously, due to COVID constraints we have had to adjust
our Wreaths Across America event. However, we are not abandoning the importance of the day, which is to:
REMEMBER our fallen U.S. Veterans; HONOR those who serve; and TEACH our children the value of Freedom.
A Dedication of Wreaths Ceremony will be held the weekend of December 19th. Wreaths will be displayed at
our Church cemetery entrance, at the Decker flagpole in front of the Heritage House, and at the Route 736
Cemetery, also known as the Trinity Cemetery. Although participation may be a bit different, as it will be at
Arlington National Cemetery and throughout the country, we are still invited to place wreaths on veterans’
graves anytime before December 19th if possible. Our local florists and greenhouses will appreciate our
patronage and we invite you to place a wreath for family, a friend, or a veteran who should never be forgotten.
Watch for full details and times. Your Golden Eagles appreciate your support of this important mission.
GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS! AND MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA!
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
LYF News…


LYF is going virtual! Join us for
our first LYF ever Zoom on
Sunday, December 13th at
6pm. We'll be doing a devotional and then
playing a game! To join our zoom call, use the
website here: https://zoom.us/
j/95978487989. We'll see you then!



LYF Christmas Luminaries - LYF will be making
Christmas luminaries for the Christmas Eve
services this year! We're calling all youth and
parents to help cut the milk jugs on Sunday,
December 20th at 1pm at the church. Many
hands make light work, so we hope to see
you there!



Milk jugs needed! LYF is planning on lighting
Christmas luminaries for our Christmas Eve
services this year and needs your help! We
will be collecting milk jugs until Sunday,
December 20th to make our luminaries, A bin
is located in the Marie Pfarr room where you
can place them. Thank you!

St. John’s Lutheran Church
2020 Holiday Worship Service Schedule
Advent & Presentation of Christmas by
St. John’s School Children
All programs will be held in the Church Sanctuary at
6:30 pm (unless noted). Each grade will present on
different evenings to help maintain Covid-19 protocol.
Presentations can be viewed on St. John’s Website
and will be “Live” Streamed on Facebook.
Tuesday, December 8: 2nd Grade
Wednesday, December 9: 7th Grade
Thursday, December 10: 4th Grade
Saturday, December 12: 8th Grade (6:00 pm)
Monday, December 14: Kindergarten
Tuesday, December 15: 3rd Grade
Wednesday, December 16: 5th Grade
Thursday, December 17: 1st Grade

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, December 24 at 4:00, 7:00 & 11:00 pm
All three services will be the same. No family or
candlelight services will be offered this year.

Christmas Day Service
Friday, December 25 at 10:00 am
(with Communion)

New Year’s Eve Service
Thursday, December 31 at 7:00 pm
(with Communion)

New Year’s Day Service
Friday, January 1, 2021 at 10:00 am
(with Communion)
All services will continue to follow the Sanctuary Worship
Service Guidelines; based on current Federal, State and County
Health requirements and recommendations of the LCMS to
provide for your well-being.
Holy Communion will continue to be given in the Marie Pfarr
Room.

St. John’s School Fundraiser: Come in to the Chipotle at
1089 Delaware Ave. on Wed., Dec. 9th between 5-9 pm.
Tell the cashier you’re supporting the cause to make sure
that 33% of the proceeds will be donated to St. John’s
Lutheran School. NEW! ORDER ONLINE FOR PICKUP. Use
code P29N4EC before checkout in ‘promo’ field, and
pickup orders will also be counted towards the fundraiser.
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The Hope Center Radio-A-Thon
It typically costs about $40,000 per month to
keep The Hope Center up and running, and that
is not including any donations for special
emergent needs. The ONLY way we can
continue to help others, is if we are able to
maintain throughout the year to keep us up
and functioning. This is where you come in!
This community is so very generous, and
certainly has not let us down yet.
Anyone can go to our website
www.hopecenterohio.org and click on the
Radio-Thon banner and you will be directed as
to how to give. There are several options to
choose from to make it as easy as possible for
you to support this mission.
The Hope Center has set a goal of $200,000 this
year. This will give us a good start into 2021. No
one knows what that is going to look like yet,
but I do know there will still be a need for us to
be here helping those less fortunate. We have
already seen an uptick in those struggling due
to Covid, and winter hasn’t even hit yet. If you
have been blessed this past year, then this is
your chance to pass that blessing on!

M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
Ladies Aid Altar Committee
If you are looking for a “behind the scenes” way to serve, the Altar Committee needs you!
You would be partnered with another committee member for three months of the year,
and for those months, the two of you would be responsible for keeping the candles filled,
the paraments that go on the altars, lectern, and pulpit the correct color according to the
church year calendar, washing the Communion ware after the last service on Communion
Sundays (normally the first and third Sundays of the month) and special services, as well as
laundering and/or pressing the Communion covers and napkins and other items as needed. Each committee
member also signs up to cover some of the Lent, Advent, holidays, and special services, as they are able.
If you are interested, or if you have any questions as you consider, contact Dee Junkans at:
junkans@hotmail.com or cell - 937-243-0762.

Thrivent Member Network
Upcoming Events
Annual Member Meeting
Christmas Concert - Dec. 6 at 6:00 pm
Join the Thrivent Member Network for an
Exclusive Online Christmas Concert Home For The Holidays featuring
Matthew West & Josh Wilson! Enjoy
Christmas Classics from both artists and
celebrate a years’ worth of generosity
from Members like you.
Family Trivia Night - Dec. 13 at 6:00 pm
Christmas Edition: John Michael Hinton
Register Link: bit.ly/TriviaNightChristmas

I wish to thank all my
family and relatives,
friends, and fellow
St. John's members who sent me
cards, and for the texts and phone
calls to wish me a Happy Birthday.
I also wish to thank Pastor Jack for his
prayer and for the thoughtful card.
May God Bless and Keep you all and
especially in this time of pandemic.
Thanks be to God. Marvin Nicol
Thanks to all those people who have
brought me the church news and
tapes. Thank you for your services.
I appreciate you giving of your time.
Thank you again and Merry Christmas
and have a blessed New Year.
Georgianna Alvarez
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PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord
eats and drinks judgment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:27-29
The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod
Lutheran Christians. Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully
review the following statements:
1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:16-20
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of selfexamination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.
1 Corinthians 11:27-29
3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness. I am sorry for my sins. 1 John 1:8-9
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.
Romans 3:21-24
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
6. If possible, so far as it depends on me, I seek to live peaceably with all. Romans 12:17-19
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in
God’s promises and obeying His commands. Galatians 5:22-24

If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper. If you do
not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you
sin against the body and blood of the Lord. If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of
St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our
partnership in the Gospel. You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding
any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers: A gluten-free communion wafer option is now available for those who are
allergic. They are located in the brass cup in the middle of the communion plate.
Communion Wine: For those who have health related, or other issues with drinking alcohol, please take
the purple individual communion cup. It contains all water with one drop of wine.
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