Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 29-30, 2020

The Introit calls on us to “be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him” not fretting ourselves
“over the one who prospers in His way” (Ps 37:7), so also the active response to evil in which God
calls us to participate is actually a call for an inactivity—to refrain from retaliation. It also calls for a
reliance on God’s final and responsible judgment. Jeremiah becomes the first example for us in our
Old Testament Reading as he laments, “Take vengeance for me on my persecutors. In your
forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear reproach” (Jer 15:15). His call on God
to make the final judgment is also an acknowledgment that punishing is not Jeremiah’s responsibility.
This parallels the thought of Paul as he writes in the Epistle, our text, “Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord’ ” (Rom 12:19). Who can argue this point, as Jesus’ means of accomplishing salvation takes this
path when He leaves judgment to His Father and picks up His cross?
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Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we
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Weekend Worship Services
August 29-30, 2020
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
“Responding under the Cross” - Jeremiah 15:15-21
Although we confront evil every day, this very present evil will not overcome us. God’s
desire is for us to be saved and delivered by His Son, Jesus, so that we are enabled to love,
to live, and to overcome evil with good. In our worship service today, we receive the same
Jesus who once overcame evil by carrying His cross to suffer for our salvation. Trouncing
over all the evil we will ever face, our risen Savior lives to love, to bless, and to deliver us as
His people.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELL
OPENING HYMN

“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”

LSB 531 vs 1-2

Public domain

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
1 John 1:8-9
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
P: Let us therefore come before His throne of grace with humble and sincere hearts to lay
our burdens down.
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Silent prayer for personal confession
P: Gracious Lord,
C: we come before You, laying the burden of our sin at the foot of Your cross. We openly
acknowledge our failure to follow Your plans for our lives. We have stumbled and fallen
in our service to You. We have placed our agenda ahead of Yours. We have been
shallow in our love toward You and toward those You have placed in our path. We cry
out for mercy, trusting in Your promise to forgive us through the love of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
P: God has heard your cry for mercy and fulfills His promise to save and deliver you!
Lavishing His grace upon you in Jesus, He enables you to love and forgive as He has
first loved and forgiven you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

+ Service of the Word +
COLLECT OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21
In a dialogue with God, Jeremiah accuses God of failing to protect him.
God rebukes Jeremiah and urges him to repent and remain faithful and true in speech.
15O

LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear
reproach. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not
sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was upon
me, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound
incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that
fail? 19Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand
before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my
mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 20And I will make you to this
people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over
you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. 21I will deliver you out
of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: Romans 12:9-21
Paul listed a description of a life pleasing to God in which Christ followers offer up hospitality and
right living toward one another. He echoed the words of Jesus to bless and not curse.
9Let

love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought
to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God,
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for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you
will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
Jesus foretold of His death and resurrection to His disciples, thus revealing His Messianic nature.
Peter tried resisting that His Lord had to suffer, but Jesus recognized and rebuked
Satan’s plot to tempt Him from completing God’s plan.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from
you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.” 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life?
27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON HYMN

“Hail, thou Once Despised Jesus”

Public domain
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LSB 531 vs 3-4

SERMON MESSAGE: “Responding Under the Cross” - Jeremiah 15:15-21

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“Christ Be My Leader”

LSB 861

© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines: St. John's has reopened its doors for worship services.
Special guidelines will be followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know the
coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be together in worship again, but we
are also sure He wants us to use good judgement in protecting our health.
NEW INFORMATION: As a measured response to Union County moving into Red Level for the Coronavirus,
St. John’s will continue with our current services, however, masks will now be required in the sanctuary. All
other guidelines will remain in effect. We will continue to monitor all Union County Board of Health updates
for the well-being of our members.
THERE ARE PLENTY OF SEATS AVAILABLE AT THE SATURDAY EVENING SERVICE & 11 A.M SERVICE.
 We encourage elderly, at-risk, and symptomatic people to continue worshiping from home (the “livestreaming” service on Face Book, will continue).
“At risk” conditions include: 65 years or older, chronic lung disease, moderate/severe asthma, serious
heart conditions, compromised immune systems, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease
undergoing dialysis and liver disease.
 Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is NOW REQUIRED. If you don’t have one, masks are
available throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask, except when
preaching God’s Word.
 Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 8:30 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open 30
minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.
 To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in between).
Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to approximately
75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.
 Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped off
pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and dismissing
from back to front.
 Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take these
home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the pews.
 Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service. Please socialize
outside the church.
These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.
Additional Worship Service Information: (all 3 services are traditional worship services)
 By Radio - You can join our 8:30 a.m. service by tuning to WQTT1270 AM and 96.7 FM.
 Join us in the parking lot by tuning your car radio to 92.1 FM at any of our sanctuary services.
 Join us on Facebook at 11:00 am or after on Sundays at: https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
Sacrament of the Holy Communion: We will be offering the Sacrament of the Holy Communion on the first
and third weekends of each month. This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you leave and only individual
cups will be offered. If you wish not to receive the Sacrament, you may exit out the front doors or wait in line
and exit from the Marie Pfarr Room. Please follow social distancing and hand sanitizer is available. If you
choose to attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary, as soon as the church has emptied,
you will be invited to come in and receive communion at that time, or to avoid leaving your vehicle you can
drive under the portico (Marie Pfarr Room side), stop and roll down your window to receive communion.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter
Christ, the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we
hope we have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church
office at 937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for
more information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are in memory of Don and Lois Gruenbaum’s wedding anniversary on August 30,
1947; given in love by their family.

LYF News…


Sunday, September 13th: LYF Family Canoe/Kayak Outing. Bring the
whole family along and join us for a fun afternoon on the Big Darby
Creek! We will enjoy a 1-2 hour trip down the river. We'll meet at
Trapper John's Canoe Livery in Grove City at 2pm. Canoe and kayak
rentals are $20 per person, and $5 for kids ages 6-12. Our trip will
include a float down the river followed by a shuttle ride back to the
livery. If your youth and/or family would like to participate, please let
Laura Zeiler know by September 2nd, as we need to make a
reservation in advance. Additionally, if your youth would like to attend
and parents are unable, let Laura know and we will arrange a carpool!
Laura can be reached at lauraezeiler@gmail.com or 913-549-0057.
 We are planning for a “mission trip at home” in August, helping a
member of our congregation move! Date will be announced soon!
We are planning for a full Saturday.
 Our 2021 mission trip is on the calendar! We have secured St. John’s
LYF spots to “return” to Imperial, PA., where our trip was to be this
year. Dates are June 20-26th, 2021. Youth are eligible to attend if they
will be entering high school in the fall of 2021 through high-school/
college age.
More to come as we begin planning this fall and look forward to sharing
the light of Christ with those we will serve!

Weekly Worship Bible
Readings
For those of you who would like
to study the Word ahead of the
next weekends worship services,
we are listing here in the N&N
the Bible readings that Pastor
Jack will be using.
September 5-6, 2020
Old Testament Reading:
Ezekiel 33:7-9
Epistle Reading:
Romans 13:1-10
Holy Gospel:
Matthew 18:1-20

College Student List
If you have a student or students in
college that you would like to
include on the printed prayers,
please email Regina Bullerman at
rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org with
their name, college they are
attending, mailing address, and
birthdate.

Altar Flowers
The following dates are available if anyone would like to place flowers on the altar. They can be
ordered from a florist, purchased at a garden center, or bouquets can be made from personal
flower gardens.
September 12-13, 19-20, 26-27,
October 3-4 and 10-11.
Please contact Charlotte Blumenschein at 937-644-4111 or 937-537-0607 to reserve a date.
Chancel flowers are available any weekend.
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Board of Elders and the Stewardship Committee is Encouraging,
Promoting, and Enhancing Small Group Bible Study for our Church Body.
We feel small groups:
1. Can improve discipleship.
2. Can be a ministry for each other within the small group.
3. Can be a ministry for people in need in our congregation and our
community.
4. Can provide good fellowship.
5. Can make new and lasting friends.
6. Can bind people together so you look forward to your next meeting.
7. Can even have fun at gathering.
8. Finally, Can be very beneficial for our congregation.

Jesus encouraged His people to
support one another when He said,
“Love one another as I have
loved you.” (John 15:12).

The First Action we are asking is for people to come forward and volunteer to become a leader for a Small
Group. Types of groups could be flexible: Examples - Men’s, Women’s, Couples, Young Adults, Teenagers, etc.
Anyone interested in serving as a Small Group Leader is welcome to contact one of the following people on the
Stewardship Committee. The Stewardship Committee will help to organize small groups.
Paul Nicol: 937-594-0710
Shari Marsh: 937-645-0715
Warren Wulff: 937-935-5760
Kim Zacharias: 937-537-1946
John Junkans: 937-243-1536
Marie Leng: 614-483-3024
Kevin Vollrath: 937-707-5440
Jay Van Gordon: 937-645-0468

SUNDAY SCHOOL

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Aug. 30–Sept. 6, 2020
Some Sunday School Classes are meeting!
We
are
reviewing
events on a week to week basis.
Start time is 9:30 a.m. We would love to have you join us!
Children’s Classes: 3 year old through 6th grade will meet 08/30: 8:30 am Sanctuary Worship Service &
9:30 am Sunday School (see article for details)
at the playground. The children will be kept in groups of
9:45 am 7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism
ten or less.
Welcome & Introduction/Gym
11:00
am
Sanctuary Worship Service &
High School: 7 & 8th graders are invited until catechism
Live Streaming Worship Service
begins again. They will meet on the Youth House porch.
08/31: 5:15 pm Home Vball game vs. Torah
6:00 pm Home Soccer game vs. Torah
Heritage House Young Adult Bible Study Class is cancelled
09/05:
6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service/Comm.
indefinitely.
09/06: 8:30 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Comm.
Cafeteria Adult Bible Study Class is taking the summer
9:30 am Sunday School (see article for details)
off, and will look to resume the week after Labor Day.
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Comm. &
Live Streaming Worship Service
If you have questions,

please contact Sunday School Superintendent,
Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or

Congregational Tithe
First Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50% & Food Pantries - 50%

‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items: Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman,
Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox outside the office doors,
or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
Dear Church family, friends, anonymous donors, Ladies Aid, Pastor Jack, Bell Choir, Gayle Earl, and
the committees that have helped us over the last year; thank you for being the hands and feet of
Jesus for our family during the wonderful miracle journey of our precious little boy Zachary. Your
love, prayers, meals, cards and gifts (monetary and time) are greatly appreciated. We look
forward to the day we will see our Saviors face in person. Until then, God bless and keep us all in His loving
embrace. Blessings - Tim, Theresa and DJ Alton.
Thank you Pastor for your thoughts and prayers at my birthday, thanks to the church members for their cards,
and also the Sunday school children’s cards were special.
Thank you very much! Charles Davisson

Baby Bottle Campaign –
No Cash No Coin – Germ Free Giving
This year is a virtual Baby Bottle
Campaign, we are asking for NO COIN
and NO CASH. We have just added
a “text to give” option that is super
easy and secure. We are also glad for you to
use our online giving or send a check.
What to do:
Visit our website at www.newpathprc.com
and click on the DONATE button!
Click on the drop-box and choose
Baby Bottle Campaign
OR text “GIVE” to: 937-358-8783
If you choose to send a check, please include
a note informing of us what church you
attend. Please make checks payable to New
Path PRC and write in the memo line: Baby
Bottle. Please mail checks to:
New Path PRC
805 W. 6th Street
Marysville, OH 43040

2020-2021 Youth Catechism Class
This year’s Youth Catechism Class begins
TODAY, Sunday, August 30th, from 9:45 to
10:45 a.m. On August 30th we will hold
our Welcome and Introduction in the school
gymnasium.
The first in-room class date is scheduled for Sunday,
September 13, from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Classes will be held in
two of our larger school classrooms (Mrs. Monroe’s and
Mrs. Bowsher’s) to allow for social distancing.
As we follow St. John’s School protocol; we will conduct health
checks prior to entering the gym/classrooms, the practice of
social distancing will be followed, and please where masks as
they are required.
We realize things will be different in this new year, but we will
work together so we can gather together in a safe way, as we
learn more about God’s Word.
We look forward to seeing this year’s 7th and 8th graders,
along with the attendance of their supportive parents, as we
start this new faith journey together.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the
church office.

Dave Anderson in Concert
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church is hosting Dave Anderson and Roger Walck in a praise and
worship concert on Friday, September 11 at 7:00 pm.
A love offering will be taken.
You are invited to attend at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 3924 Home Road in Powell, Ohio.
Any questions, please call 740-938-4248.
Weekly Church Attendance - 6 pm Saturday, 8:30 & 11 am Sunday: 8/22-8/23
Church Sanctuary: 157 Parking Lot: 4
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
Greetings from LEAP!
We wanted to give you an update that
due to the pandemic and current safety
guidelines, the LEAP Annual Benefit
Gala has been cancelled for 2020. We
thank you for being part of our online giving campaign
in July, as well as your support in so many ways. LEAP
continues to meet monthly, with our next meeting on
Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30 pm at the Youth
House. We are always looking for people to get
involved. If you don’t want to commit to the monthly
meetings but have some ideas for LEAP, join us
Saturday, September 19 for our annual strategic
planning meeting. We will start with breakfast at
8:00 am. This will be held at 333 South Main Street/
Vandre Professional Plaza.
Questions? Email: leapstjohns@gmail.com

SJS Lunchroom Administrator/Head Cook and
Asst. Cook Needed
These positions will be accountable to the Principal
and Board of Christian Education. They will work as a
team members with all other personnel of the school
and church. Relationships will be characterized by
loyalty and cooperation in a common ministry for
Jesus Christ. Candidates should be prepared to greet
the parents, students, and staff, prep, wipe with
bleach water, prep, and serve during the hot lunch
program. Lifting of 30 lbs. or more in and out of the
oven and in the store room is required. The
candidates will also maintain credentials for food
service in conjunction with federal and
state requirements.
Please send a letter of interest
to Mr. Rausch.

E-Giving: Electronic giving provides you the opportunity to give every week of the year after setting it up just
one time. Leave that checkbook at home! E-giving also provides a stable income for the church. In fact
E-giving is so common no one will even look at you funny when you don’t drop into the plate!
E-Giving allows consistent tithing throughout the year since most of us do not attend 100% of the Sundays in
the year. You can decrease your weekly tithe but increase your annual contributions just by simply starting
E-giving and giving each week of the year!
Are you E-Giving only and no longer want to receive envelopes? Call Regina in the Church office and let her
know. You may still drop a check or a generic envelope with your name on it for envelope credit.
Using an internet browser:
 Go to stjohnsmarysville.org
 On the top of the page click on the giving link
 From here choose the E-Giving provider - Vanco Solutions link
 Choose Create profile
Now you will be able to set up regular and one time donations.
Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Church, you can use your smartphone to give anytime, anywhere!
 Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone
 Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account
 Log in or donate as a guest
 Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password
To give through the app, search your phone’s app store for “GivePlus Church”.
When setting up E-Giving please note that using a checking account is free and there is a 3% credit card fee
that you can choose to pick up or not.
Please feel free to contact Adam or Joy with any questions, concerns or problems!
Adam Smith at treasurer@sjsmarysville.org or 614-296-0091 or
Joy Ballard at joyrballard@gmail.com or 937-644-4344
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
Prayer for a Worrying Mind...
Are you a worrier? Ever hear the expression, “Don’t be such a worry wart!”? I looked up the definition of a
“worry wart” and found that it is not just someone who worries, but someone who worries needlessly,
especially about things that are not particularly important. “Don’t mind him, he’s just an old worry wart!”
During stressful times... times like we’ve been facing the past six months or so... worry seems inevitable.
When hard times drag on, we become preoccupied with our thoughts and insecurities. We grow impatient
when things don’t happen in our time frame, and it becomes difficult to let go of our anxiety. Scholar
Christopher Syn wrote, “Anxiety springs from the desire that things should happen as we wish... rather than
as God wills.” When we spend our time thinking this way, needlessly worrying about the past or the future,
we run the risk of missing out on the endless joys that God gives us daily!
In Phillippians 4:6-7, Jesus says to His disciples, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Life has often been compared to a journey. As worriers, we sometimes spend our time shuffling along,
fearful and fretting about the path we are on, spending our precious time looking downward and backward,
meanwhile missing the scenery along the road... the blessings around us. Turning our worries over to God in
prayer allows us to move forward in faith, trusting in His guidance and His plan... His timing! “For I know the
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future.” Jeremiah 29:11.
If you find yourself weighed down by the burden of worry this week, consider taking it to the Lord in prayer...
“Heavenly Father, we know that worrying gets us nowhere, yet still we allow it to consume us. We ask you
to grant us faith and courage to fight off our doubts and fears. When we are anxious, remind us of the words
of this beautiful old hymn. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege
to carry everything to God in prayer! Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear! All
because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! Amen.”

Concordia Food Drive
As Concordia Theological Seminary celebrates their 175th anniversary, The Golden Eagles Senior Ministry
continues our yearly commitment to support the Concordia Food Co-Op. This vital mission helps to ease the
financial burden of Seminarians and their families by providing access to food, paper products and cleaning
supplies at a minimal cost.
With restrictions in place due to the Coronavirus, we will not be collecting canned goods and food items as
we have done in the past. Instead, we will be collecting cash, checks and gift cards which will be used by
Co-Op staff to purchase items to stock the store. For that reason, the staff has requested generic VISA or
MASTER CARD gift cards, or ones from MEIJERS or KROGERS, where they regularly shop. (Please no
restaurant or store gift cards.) Donations may also be made by cash or check. If paying by check, please
make the check out to St. John’s Lutheran Church, with a notation of “Seminary Food Drive”. A special
offering box has been placed at the rear of the sanctuary along side the general offering box for your
donations. We appreciate the generosity you have shared in past years and pray that you will consider this
important opportunity, especially in this difficult time.
- CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE + 11 +

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS

Free Face Masks!
Since it appears that face masks will be with us for a while yet, you will find a variety of homemade free masks
in the Marie Pfarr Room. They come in small, medium and large sizes, with the small and medium
appropriate for most students. The size is indicated on the front of each plastic bag. For the safety of others,
please resist the temptation of opening the bags and trying them on.
The masks are totally free. If you are so moved, however, a small donation to the Fort Wayne Food Co-Op
would be warmly welcomed.

A Concert of Hope and Faith!
We feel so blessed to have a thriving senior ministry here at St. John’s, as well as at our sister church, St. Paul,
Chuckery. Our members are loving, faithful, generous folks and we have missed their fellowship greatly! The
separation brought on by the effects of the Coronavirus has been difficult for us and we have been yearning for
a way to come back together again! With gratitude to Steve Bumgarner for his willingness to help us plan an
event to look forward to and anticipate, we are happy to invite you to an outdoor concert on Sunday,
September 20th at 1:30 pm on the back lawn of the Heritage House. Social distancing measures will be in
place, masks will be encouraged as a consideration to others, and hand sanitizing stations will be provided.
Watch for further details in the coming weeks!

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

The Ladies’ Aid is Alive and Well…

Equipping the Saints . . .
In Ephesians 4 (NRSV) Paul talks
about pastors and other leaders as
gifts God has given the church “to
equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body
of Christ.” Stephen Ministry has given us an
organized way to equip those gifted for caring
ministry so that they can build up the body of
Christ by providing Christian care and support to
those experiencing a difficult time. If you would
like more information on our Stephen Ministry,
please call Doug Doellinger at 937-644-0576 or
Linda Kosakowski at 614-506-6179.

As many of you know the Ladies’ Aid Christmas Bazaar
was cancelled for this year; yet another casualty of
COVID-19. But we praise God that we are here and able
to worship together both in person and via technology!
Because the Bazaar is our only fundraiser, our ability to
give money to other St. John’s groups and missions at
levels in past years has been severely diminished.
We appreciate your understanding and sensitivity to our
position.
We are anxious to help where we can! We are still
committed to mission work and fulfilling the Great
Commission. Our plan is to return to pre-2020 levels of
giving in the future.

God’s blessings to you all!

Notes & News Publication: Printed Notes & News with Prayer list will continue to be made available for pick up in
the front entryway of the school building, or you can refer to our church website at www.stjohnsmarysville.org.
Additional worship resources: Ft. Wayne Seminary - This is the source of the DVD’s we make for our local senior
living centers: https://worshipanew.org/
The Lutheran Hour - Devotions and Small Group: https://www.lutheranhour.org/
RightNowMedia - Like Netflix for Bible Studies and Christian videos. If you would like access to this site email
Pastor Jack at jheino@stjohnsmarysville.org. He will send you an invite with a password to get full benefit:
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Library/
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