Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 18-19, 2020

In this time of the Church, the texts lead us to reflect on the path of faith that we are called to walk in this
world. As in the Psalm, Christians have promised that they want to keep the words of the Lord. Again and
again they turn to the Lord and His decrees; they praise God for His righteous requirements. Yet they remain
learners, all along the way of life, ever asking with the psalmist, “Teach me your statutes” (Ps 119:64). What
they know in their mind they must learn in their heart and life. The Epistle reminds us that we are to live in
hope. In the present time, all Christians must face suffering in varying times and measures. We all know trials
and temptations. Our home is not in this world; we live by an unseen hope. It was for this purpose that God
made the world. All creation groans and yearns for the salvation that is to come to God’s children. We, too, as
Christians, groan in waiting for our hope. This longing of hope is not our own work. It is the work of the Spirit,
who within our hearts intercedes for us with unutterable groaning. The Gospel on the wheat and the weeds
points us to the difference between true Christians and those among them who only appear to be so. Only at
the harvest of the final judgment will unbelievers be removed from the field where the Gospel has been
planted. This warning from Christ drives us to the sure hope of Christ’s own Gospel and the life of faith that
God works in us by His Word.
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Saturday Evening Worship Service
July 18, 2020
Steve Bumgarner – Accompanist
“Knowing the Lord, the One” - Isaiah 44:6-8
Who is God for you today? This question is different from the question “Who is God?” As J. I.
Packer pointed out to us years ago, there is a difference between knowing about God and
knowing God. Knowing about God is merely a matter of the head. It is knowing the right
things to say about God. Knowing God is a matter of the heart. It is confessing Him not only
with the head but also with our body and life. It is fearing, loving, and trusting in God above
all things. We hear in our text for this Sunday how God calls Israel back, away from its idols
and false dreams, to a true knowledge of Himself. In this word to Israel, God calls us, too,
away from the idols of our hearts, to the true knowledge of Him. And He does it by speaking
to us very directly, “I” to “you,” inviting us really to know Him—to know His power, to know
how very different He is from all those idols of ours, but also to know Him intimately,
personally, as Savior, the way we can only know Him in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELL
HYMN OF INVOCATION
“There is a Redeemer”
There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son. Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One!
Chorus
Thank You O my Father for giving us Your Son!
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done.
Jesus my Redeemer name above all names.
Precious Lamb of God Messiah, O for sinners slain. Chorus
When I stand in glory I will see His face, There I'll serve my King forever in that holy place!
Chorus
CCLI Song # 11483 Melody Green © 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Birdwing Music
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Ears To Hear (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716 © 1982 Birdwing Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: CCLI, no. 692716 .

INVOCATION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Give ear, O Lord, to the prayers of Your people, and listen to their cry for mercy.
C: You, O Lord, are a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness.
Silence for self-examination
P: Lord of mercy,
C: we confess that with us there is an abundance of sin, but in You there is the fullness of
righteousness and an abundance of mercy. We are poor sinners whose thoughts,
words, and deeds betray our weakness and death. You, O Lord, are gracious and
merciful and, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, You have saved us by His blood. Give to us
true repentance that we know Your forgiveness and the comfort of a clear conscience.
Give us also hearts made new by Your grace, that we love You above all things and
our neighbors as ourselves and, by Your Holy Spirit, do what is pleasing in Your sight.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Silence for meditation
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. Through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, our Savior, you have been made
the children of God in Baptism and live because of His mercy. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be with you.
C: And also with you.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
The Lord is matchless. There is no one like Him nor will there ever be anyone who can compare to our
God in all eternity. He is our Mighty Rock, our King and Redeemer, and the Alpha and Omega.
6Thus

says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I
am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare
and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come,
and what will happen. 8Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING: Romans 8:18-27
We are children of God and are led by His mighty Spirit making us also co-heirs with Christ Jesus.
In this age, we will have suffering, and we with all creation long for the day when we will receive
our eternal heavenly bodies. Until then, we hope and wait patiently knowing full well that God
will do as He has promised.
18For

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience. 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus shared the Parable of the Wheat and Weeds explaining that enemies of the Kingdom as well as
sons and daughters will coexist until the end of the age. In our current day and age, we often witness
division amongst us everywhere we turn in poverty and wealth, racial segregation,
Republicans and Democrats, and even within families.
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’
28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.’” . . . 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children
of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is
the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds
are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers,
42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears,
let him hear.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
+ of the world to come. Amen.
SERMON HYMN

“Open Our Eyes”
Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus
To reach out and touch Him and say that we love Him
Open our ears Lord and help us to listen
Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus

CCLI Song # 1572 Bob Cull © 1976 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin.
by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716

SERMON MESSAGE: “Knowing the Lord, the One” - Isaiah 44:6-8
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
PROPER PREFACE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN
“In Christ Alone”
In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace, when fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand
In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save
'Til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid, here in the death of Christ I live
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory, sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ
No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the pow'r of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny
No pow'r of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand
'Til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand!
CCLI Song No. 3350395 © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty | Stuart Townend
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License No. 692716
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

+5+

Sunday Morning Worship Services
July 19, 2020
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
“Knowing the Lord, the One” - Isaiah 44:6-8
Who is God for you today? This question is different from the question “Who is God?” As J. I.
Packer pointed out to us years ago, there is a difference between knowing about God and
knowing God. Knowing about God is merely a matter of the head. It is knowing the right
things to say about God. Knowing God is a matter of the heart. It is confessing Him not only
with the head but also with our body and life. It is fearing, loving, and trusting in God above
all things. We hear in our text for this Sunday how God calls Israel back, away from its idols
and false dreams, to a true knowledge of Himself. In this word to Israel, God calls us, too,
away from the idols of our hearts, to the true knowledge of Him. And He does it by speaking
to us very directly, “I” to “you,” inviting us really to know Him—to know His power, to know
how very different He is from all those idols of ours, but also to know Him intimately,
personally, as Savior, the way we can only know Him in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELL
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

LSB 892

Public domain

INVOCATION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
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our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
KYRIE
LSB 152
A: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
The Lord is matchless. There is no one like Him nor will there ever be anyone who can compare to our
God in all eternity. He is our Mighty Rock, our King and Redeemer, and the Alpha and Omega.
6Thus

says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I
am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare
and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come,
and what will happen. 8Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING: Romans 8:18-27
We are children of God and are led by His mighty Spirit making us also co-heirs with Christ Jesus.
In this age, we will have suffering, and we with all creation long for the day when we will
receive our eternal heavenly bodies. Until then, we hope and wait patiently knowing
full well that God will do as He has promised.
18For

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but
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we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience. 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus shared the Parable of the Wheat and Weeds explaining that enemies of the Kingdom
as well as sons and daughters will coexist until the end of the age. In our current day and age,
we often witness division amongst us everywhere we turn in poverty and wealth, racial segregation,
Republicans and Democrats, and even within families.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’
28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.’” . . . 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children
of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is
the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds
are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers,
42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears,
let him hear.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON MESSAGE: “Knowing the Lord, the One” - Isaiah 44:6-8

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
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into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
+ of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
PROPER PREFACE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN

“How Firm a Foundation”

LSB 728

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”
Public domain
Acknowledgments Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
St. John's has reopened its doors for worship services. Special guidelines will be
followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know
the coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be
together in worship again, but we are also sure He wants us to use good
judgement in protecting our health.


We encourage elderly, at-risk, and symptomatic people to continue worshiping from home (the “livestreaming” service on Face Book, will continue).
“At risk” conditions include: 65 years or older, chronic lung disease, moderate/severe asthma, serious
heart conditions, compromised immune systems, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease
undergoing dialysis and liver disease.



Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is STRONGLY recommended. If you don’t have one,
masks are available throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask,
except when preaching God’s Word.



Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 8:30 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open
30 minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in
between). Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to
approximately 75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.



Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped
off pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and
dismissing from back to front.



Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take
these home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the
pews.



Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service. Please socialize
outside the church.

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.
Additional Worship Service Information:
 All 3 services are traditional worship services.
 You can listen to the worship services on the radio if you chose to come and worship in the parking lot.
You won’t see Pastor Jack, but you can hear him by tuning into the FM Transmitter Frequency of 92.1 FM.
 The Live Streaming Worship Service is at 11:00 am.
Sacrament of the Holy Communion: We will be offering the Sacrament of the Holy Communion on the first
and third weekends of each month. This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you leave and only individual
cups will be offered. If you wish not to receive the Sacrament you may exit out the front doors or wait in line
and exit from the Marie Pfarr Room. Please follow social distancing and hand sanitizer is available. If you
choose to attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary as soon as the church has emptied you
will be invited to come in and receive communion at that time.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter
Christ, the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we
hope we have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church
office at 937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for
more information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are given in honor of Marilyn Rausch’s birthday on July 15th, and
in memory of Lloyd.
A sincere thank you to Pastor Jack for your words of comfort
and to Regina for the lovely programs. Thank you to Dale
Scheiderer for the beautiful music and the Elders and the
Friendship Committee for their support. Thanks to those responsible for
setting up the gym for the luncheon. Larry Bunsold Family
I would like to thank everyone, including the Sunday School classes, for
the overwhelming amount of cards I received for my 95th birthday. God
has truly blessed me with an amazing church family!
Blessings, Gene Scheiderer

LYF News…





August 2nd, Devotions and Games, 6:00 pm, Location TBD
We are planning for a “mission trip at home” in August, helping a
member of our congregation move! Date should be announced next
week! We are planning for a full Saturday.
Our 2021 mission trip is on the calendar! We have secured St. John’s
LYF spots to “return” to Imperial, PA., where our trip was to be this
year. Dates are June 20-26th, 2021. Youth are eligible to attend if
they will be entering high school in the fall of 2021 through highschool/college age. More to come as we begin planning this fall and
look forward to sharing the light of Christ with those we will serve!

SJS Assistant Cook Needed
The Assistant Cook is accountable to the Principal and Board of Christian
Education and works in conjunction with the Head Cook/Lunch Room
Administrator. They will work as a team member with all other personnel of
the school and church. Relationships will be characterized by loyalty and
cooperation in a common ministry for Jesus Christ. Candidates should be
prepared to greet the parents, students, and staff, prep, wipe with bleach
water, prep, and serve during the hot lunch program. Lifting of 30 lbs. or
more in and out of the oven and in the store room is required. The candidate
will also maintain credentials for food service in conjunction with federal and
state requirements. Please send a letter of interest to Mr. Rausch.

Weekly Worship Bible
Readings
For those of you who would like
to study the Word ahead of the
next weekends worship services,
we are listing here in the N&N
the Bible readings that Pastor
Jack will be using.
July 26th
Old Testament Reading:
Deuteronomy 7:6–9
Epistle Reading:
Romans 8:28–39
Holy Gospel:
Matthew 13:44–52
Quarterly Voter’s Assembly
Meeting: Quarterly Voters’
Meeting is being held on TODAY,
Sunday, July 19, at 1:30 PM in the
gym. We are following our
sanctuary guidelines in the
gymnasium: social distancing
between chairs, recommended use
of masks, and hand sanitizing
stations at the doors.
Elders Survey: The Elders survey
results presented at the June 28th
voters meeting is now available on
the church website. Additional hard
copies will also be available at
today’s July 19th Voter’s Meeting.

Weekly Church Attendance - 6 pm Saturday, 8:30 & 11 am Sunday: 7/11-7/12
Church Sanctuary: 138
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SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Board of Elders and the Stewardship Committee is Encouraging,
Promoting, and Enhancing Small Group Bible Study for our Church Body.
We feel small groups:
1. Can improve discipleship.
2. Can be a ministry for each other within the small group.
3. Can be a ministry for people in need in our congregation and our
community.
4. Can provide good fellowship.
5. Can make new and lasting friends.
6. Can bind people together so you look forward to your next meeting.
7. Can even have fun at gathering.
8. Finally, Can be very beneficial for our congregation.

Jesus encouraged His people to
support one another when He said,
“Love one another as I have
loved you.” (John 15:12).

The First Action we are asking is for people to come forward and volunteer to become a leader for a Small
Group. Types of groups could be flexible: Examples - Men’s, Women’s, Couples, Young Adults, Teenagers, etc.
Anyone interested in serving as a Small Group Leader is welcome to contact one of the following people on the
Stewardship Committee. The Stewardship Committee will help to organize small groups.
Paul Nicol: 937-594-0710
Shari Marsh: 937-645-0715
Warren Wulff: 937-935-5760
Kim Zacharias: 937-537-1946
John Junkans: 937-243-1536
Marie Leng: 614-483-3024
Kevin Vollrath: 937-707-5440
Jay Van Gordon: 937-645-0468

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Some Sunday School Classes are meeting!
Start time is 9:30 a.m. We would love to have you join us!

Children’s Classes: 3 year old through 6th grade will meet
at the playground. The children will be kept in groups of
ten or less.
High School: 7 & 8th graders are invited until catechism
begins again. They will meet on the Youth House porch.

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
July 19-26, 2020
We are reviewing events on a week to week basis.
07/19: 8:30 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Comm.
9:30 am Sunday School (see article for details)
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service/Comm. &
Live Streaming Worship Service
1:30 pm Quarterly Voter’s Meeting/Gym
07/25: 6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service

Heritage House Young Adult Bible Study Class is cancelled
07/26: 8:30 am Sanctuary Worship Service
indefinitely.
Cafeteria Adult Bible Study Class is taking the summer
off, and will look to resume the week after Labor Day.

If you have questions,
please contact Sunday School Superintendent,
Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or

9:30 am Sunday School (see article for details)
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service &
Live Streaming Worship Service

Congregational Tithe
First Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal
Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50% & Food Pantries - 50%

‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items: Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman,
Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox outside the office doors,
or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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To our Golden Eagles, our friends and family: Jeff and I miss you all and think of you daily! We continue to
pray for you and encourage you to keep doing all that you can to stay healthy and happy so that soon we will
be able to gather together again as a group! As soon as we are assured we can do that safely, we will happily
let you know our plans!
Ecclesiastes reminds us “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven... a time to
weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance... a time to embrace and a time to refrain from
embracing.” So what about times of uncertainty? How should we worship? Where do we find the words?
Hymns of faith, both ancient and modern, offer us a vocabulary for expressing our fears and anxieties and
questions for God.
Many of us don’t yet feel safe to be out in the environment and that’s ok. But though we may be temporarily
separated, this isn’t a time to stay silent or lose hope! Lay your burdens and worries at Christ’s feet. Ask for
His help in this season of waiting. Rejoice that through Christ’s death and resurrection, He has given us an
unshakable hope!
The beloved hymn for which Martin Luther is most remembered, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”, was written
around 1527, and is a paraphrase of Psalm: 46. One phrase in the hymn, “a bulwark never failing” stands out
as especially meaningful in today’s uncertain times. The definition of bulwark is “a person or thing giving
strong support or encouragement in time of need, danger or doubt.”
“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”
“A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
our helper He amid the flood, of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe
His craft and power are great and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.
And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him.”
With credit to Matt Merker, Director of Creative Resources for Getty Music.

Altar Flowers
The following dates are available if
anyone would like to place flowers on the
altar. They can be ordered from a florist,
purchased at a garden center, or bouquets can be
made from personal flower gardens.
September 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 26-27,
October 3-4 and 10-11.
Please contact Charlotte Blumenschein at
937-644-4111 or 937-537-0607 to reserve a date.
Chancel flowers are available any
weekend.

Who Are Stephen Ministers? Stephen
Ministers are members of St. John’s who
have gone through 50 hours of training to
provide high-quality Christian support to
individuals experiencing a crisis or challenge such as
divorce, grief, loss of a job, hospitalization, relocation,
or loneliness. Stephen Ministers are each assigned a
care receiver and meet with that care receiver for
about an hour a week. This caring relationship will last
for as long as the care receiver needs it. If you would
like more information on how to become a Stephen
Minister or to receive care from one, please talk to
Doug Doellinger at 937-644-0576 or Linda Kosakowski
at 614-506-6179.
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A Trip to Israel 2021 – Mark Renner
Mark Renner of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church and Pastor Jeff
Sutherlin of Christ’s Greenfield
Lutheran Church are partnering
together to lead a trip to Israel. This is an
opportunity to see the land that God called Joshua to
lead the Israelite’s into. And walk in the footsteps of
Jesus and the Apostles. This trip will be a chance to
better understand God’s revelation through the Old
Testament prophets and Jesus Christ in the context in
which it happened. This amazing trip will take place
from April 29 – May 9th, 2021 through Isram Israel
Travel Agency. If you have an interest in this trip or
would like to see the itinerary you may email, call or
text Mark Renner at markjrenner87@gmail.com or
419-957-9511.

Envelope Contribution Statements
Mid-year statements will not be printed unless
requested. If you would like your envelope statement printed and mailed, please notify Mary Mayer
(937-642-2181). End of year 2020 contributions will
be printed and distributed January 2021.

St. John's members, you’re invited to be a part of our
New Photo Directory! Our last directory was printed in
2016 and we are looking to update. As you look at our
church today, you will see that we have new families,
there have been weddings, and babies, and kids who
are young adults now. We’re changing, and a new
photo directory will help us capture these changes.
Our new directory photography sessions will take place
from 2-9pm on August 4th-7th, 10am-5pm on August
8th, and 2-9pm on August 25 & 26th. You can sign up
for your family's photo session in a variety of ways:
 Online at www.tinyurl.com/SJCdirectory
 Call Lifetouch to schedule at 866-756-0281 (direct #
for scheduling).
 At church before or after services starting Sunday,
July 5th.
Each family that participates will receive a
copy of our new completed directory, as well
as a complimentary 8x10 photo from your
session. Each photography session is 20 minutes long.
If you have any questions, you can contact Laura Zeiler
at lauraezeiler@gmail.com. Our directory won't be
complete without all our members. We hope to see
you there!

E-Giving: Electronic giving provides you the opportunity to give every week of the year after setting it up just one time.
Leave that checkbook at home! E-giving also provides a stable income for the church. In fact E-giving is so common no
one will even look at you funny when you don’t drop into the plate!
E-Giving allows consistent tithing throughout the year since most of us do not attend 100% of the Sundays in the year.
You can decrease your weekly tithe but increase your annual contributions just by simply starting E-giving and giving each
week of the year!
Are you E-Giving only and no longer want to receive envelopes? Call Regina in the Church office and let her know. You
may still drop a check or a generic envelope with your name on it for envelope credit.
Using an internet browser:
 Go to stjohnsmarysville.org
 On the top of the page click on the giving link
 From here choose the E-Giving provider - Vanco Solutions link
 Choose Create profile
Now you will be able to set up regular and one time donations.
Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Church, you can use your smartphone to give anytime, anywhere!
 Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone
 Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account
 Log in or donate as a guest
 Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password
To give through the app, search your phone’s app store for “GivePlus Church”.
When setting up E-Giving please note that using a checking account is free and there is a 3% credit card fee that you can
choose to pick up or not.
Please feel free to contact Adam or Joy with any questions, concerns or problems!
Adam Smith at treasurer@sjsmarysville.org or 614-296-0091 or Joy Ballard at joyrballard@gmail.com or 937-644-4344
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Sacrament of the Holy Communion: We will be offering the Sacrament of the Holy Communion on the first
and third weekends of each month. This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you leave and only
individual cups will be offered. If you wish not to receive the Sacrament you may exit out the front doors or
wait in line and exit from the Marie Pfarr Room. Please follow social distancing and hand sanitizer is
available. If you choose to attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary as soon as the
church has emptied you will be invited to come in and receive communion at that time.

PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord
eats and drinks judgment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:27-29
The following is a summary of what we believe and teach as Missouri Synod
Lutheran Christians. Because we care for you, we ask that you carefully
review the following statements:
1. I have been baptized into the name of the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:16-20
2. I have been instructed concerning the meaning of Holy Communion, understand the importance of selfexamination prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper and have made my confirmation of faith.
1 Corinthians 11:27-29
3. I confess that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness. I am sorry for my sins. 1 John 1:8-9
4. I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of the devil.
Romans 3:21-24
5. I believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, and I desire to receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for my forgiveness.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
6. As far as I know, I am at peace with everyone. I harbor no hatred or vengeance in my heart.
Matthew 6:14-15
7. By the power of the Holy Spirit, I desire and intend to lead a more Godly and Christ-like life, trusting in
God’s promises and obeying His commands. Galatians 5:22-24
If you unreservedly agree with the seven points above, you are invited to come to the Lord’s Supper. If you do
not agree with one or more of the seven points, please refrain from participating in Holy Communion lest you
sin against the body and blood of the Lord. If you agree with the seven points above but are not a member of
St. John’s, we welcome you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to give prayerful consideration to joining our
partnership in the Gospel. You are encouraged to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing regarding
any point(s) of disagreement and/or regarding the process of joining St. John’s.
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers: A gluten-free communion wafer option is now
available for those who are allergic. They are located in the brass cup in the middle of
the communion plate.
Communion Wine: For those who have health related, or other issues with drinking
alcohol, please take the purple individual communion cup. It contains all water with
one drop of wine.
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