Independence Day Weekend 2020
July 4-5, 2020

The Introit for this Sunday puts forth the theme of the day with the beautifully comforting words of Psalm 91:
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty” (Ps 91:2). Those
gathered for the Divine Service are immediately invited to see the Lord as the One in whom they find their
shelter. This is precisely what the congregation pleads in the Collect: “Be our strength and support.” Then
come the readings. In the Old Testament Reading, the prophet Zechariah’s words (which we see fulfilled in
the Gospel accounts on the First Sunday of Advent and on Palm Sunday) shout forth to speak of the One who
would come “humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zech 9:9). The Gradual
responds, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God” that He would come to
demonstrate His love in such a way (Rom 11:33). But then with the Epistle, Paul is heard speaking honestly
about the battle against the sinful flesh that wages inside him: “I have the desire to do what is right, but not
the ability to carry it out” (Rom 7:18). Indeed, the hearer can relate. For this battle rages inside every faithful
Christian. And according to the Law of God, the Christian cannot stand. The Law’s sentence is clear: we are
guilty! So the Gospel lesson comes as music to our ears. The God whom Psalm 91 invited the hearer to trust is
revealed in Jesus Christ to be the One who gives us rest through His own promises. We who have labored and
attempted to be faithful to our callings but continue to be wearied and worried by our sin are those to whom
Jesus gives rest in the promise of the Gospel.
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Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we
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Worship Services
July 4-5, 2020
Dale Scheiderer – Organist
“Peace to the Nations ” - Zachariah 9:9-12
The humble donkey-rider makes His journey one more time. He comes slowly and with singing,
fearing neither horsemen nor their battle cries. He comes to make peace, no matter what it
may cost Him. We follow along. In the hush that ensues, follow that donkey-riding King to the
altar on which He will lay down His life for the only genuine peace you will ever know in this
world.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELL
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“Come unto Me, Ye Weary”

LSB 684 vs 1-2

Public domain

INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES
P: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
P: Behold, your king is coming to you;
C: righteous and having salvation is He.

Zechariah 9:9

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Matthew 11:28; Romans 7:21, 24
P: By ourselves, we are not righteous and cannot free ourselves; our only hope is to be
given Christ’s righteousness and thereby be saved. Let us therefore confess our sins to
God, our heavenly Father.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and our sinful condition.
P: Merciful God,
C: I confess to You and in the presence of my brothers and sisters that I daily sin much
and deserve nothing but punishment. Not only am I by nature sinful and unclean, but
also with St. Paul, “I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at
hand. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”
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P: Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
He offers full and free pardon for all your sins and even your sinful condition. By His
death and resurrection, He provides rest, not only from physical turmoil and emotional
stress; in Him, we find rest for the soul! As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming King would triumphantly enter Jerusalem bringing salvation and peace for His people and
for the nations. He is righteous and humble and would come riding on a donkey.
9Rejoice

greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and
the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my
covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold,
O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: Romans 7:14-25a
Paul argues that sin is the problem, not the law. The law reveals sin,
and we are delivered from sin through Jesus Christ.
14We

know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my own
actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I
agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is
right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is
what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells
within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight
in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the
law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord!

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:25-30
The crowds and religious leaders rejected John and Jesus because they did not conform to their regulations
and expectations. The pressure put on them by the Pharisees was like the yoke that joined
two oxen pulling a heavy load.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
25At

that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
+3+

knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
+ of the world to come. Amen.
SERMON HYMN

“Come unto Me, Ye Weary”

LSB 684 vs 3-4

Public domain

SERMON MESSAGE: “Peace to the Nations” - Zechariah 9:9-12
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“God Bless Our Native Land”

LSB 965

Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Church Sanctuary Worship Service Guidelines
St. John's has reopened its doors for worship services. Special guidelines will be
followed to help assure the safety of everyone attending church, but we know
the coronavirus is still active among us. We know that God desires us all to be
together in worship again, but we are also sure He wants us to use good
judgement in protecting our health.


We encourage elderly, at-risk, and symptomatic people to continue worshiping from home (the “livestreaming” service on Face Book, will continue).
“At risk” conditions include: 65 years or older, chronic lung disease, moderate/severe asthma, serious
heart conditions, compromised immune systems, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease
undergoing dialysis and liver disease.



Wearing face masks inside the church/sanctuary is STRONGLY recommended. If you don’t have one,
masks are available throughout the church, along with hand sanitizing stations. Pastor will wear a mask,
except when preaching God’s Word.



Services will be held at 6:00 pm on Saturdays, and 8:30 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. Doors will open
30 minutes prior to each service and secured during the services.



To comply with 6’ social distancing guidelines, seating will be limited to every third pew (2 pews in
between). Family groups and individuals will be separated by 6’ in each pew. Services will be limited to
approximately 75 attendees. Overflow will be asked to listen to the service on FM 92.1 in their cars.



Ushers and Elders will assist with entry and dismissal to maintain social distancing. Do not sit in the taped
off pews and follow the Ushers/Elders directions. We will be seating front to back upon entry and
dismissing from back to front.



Ushers (wearing gloves & masks) will hand out bulletins with the service liturgy and hymns (please take
these home; they can’t be reused). Hymnals, Bibles and attendance books have been removed from the
pews.



Offerings are collected at the sanctuary doorways while exiting the service. Exit the church promptly upon
dismissal as the sanctuary, hallways, restrooms MUST be sanitized before the next service. Please socialize
outside the church.

These guidelines are based on current Federal, State and County Health requirements and the
recommendations of the LCMS to provide for your well-being. Although, we are taking steps to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 or other infectious agents, the ultimate responsibility for preventative measures belongs to
whomever comes to join us at St. Johns’. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these
challenging time.
Additional Worship Service Information:
 All 3 services are traditional worship services.
 You can listen to the worship services on the radio if you chose to come and worship in the parking lot.
You won’t see Pastor Jack, but you can hear him by tuning into the FM Transmitter Frequency of 92.1 FM.
 The Live Streaming Worship Service is at 11:00 am.
Sacrament of the Holy Communion: Starting this weekend we will be offering the Sacrament of the Holy
Communion on the first and third weekends of each month. This will be given in the Marie Pfarr Room as you
leave and only individual cups will be offered. If you wish not to receive the Sacrament you may exit out the
front doors or wait in line and exit from the Marie Pfarr Room. Please follow social distancing and hand
sanitizer is available. If you choose to attend worship from the parking lot instead of the sanctuary as soon as
the church has emptied you will be invited to come in and receive communion at that time.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please call the church office at
937-644-5549.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: The altar flowers are the same ones that were used on the altar for Pentecost. The Flower
Committee placed them on the altar this weekend in thanksgiving for the many blessings our Heavenly Father
has given to the United States of America. God Bless America!

Welcome to Rocky Railway!!!
Where Jesus Power pulls us Through!

Weekly Worship Bible
Readings

We are so excited to be offering
2 styles of VBS this summer!

For those of you who would like
to study the Word ahead of the
next weekends worship services,
we are listing here in the N&N
the Bible readings that Pastor
Jack will be using.
July 12th
Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 55:10-13
Epistle Reading:
Romans 8:12-17
Holy Gospel:
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

#1 - Virtual VBS using a take-home kit
#2 - 100% outdoor In-person VBS the week of July 13th (M/W/F) from
6-8pm (rain dates of Tues./Thurs).
In person VBS will be for potty-trained 3 yr. olds - upcoming 6th graders.
Teens older than 6th grade are the best kind of volunteer!
Below are the registration form links for this years VBS. There are also
paper copies in the office lobby. We welcome walk-ins as always.
VBS Virtual Registration- https://forms.gle/AkLFdXBapjXTjBXSA
VBS In-Person Registration- https://forms.gle/Z8cAxKLs96jv6eNz8
VBS Volunteer Registration- https://forms.gle/EBCpetyXDzhJVz1N9
This is a GREAT year to invite friends and neighbors to VBS - if you decide
to do it virtually and want to include your neighborhood kids in a
'backyard' version - please register for as many virtual kits as you
need! This is also another great year to invite friends to join us in
person! VBS is designed to be an outreach into the community - it is fun
and free!

Portals of Prayer
You may have already received
your quarterly Portals of Prayer in
the mail. It was decided to mail
rather than deliver this quarter to
avoid face to face contact as much
as possible, keeping in mind the
suggested Covid-19 guidelines.

Because we have to keep our groups to a max of 9 kids, the biggest area
we will need help this year is our 'crew leader' job in-person. It's an
If you do not receive your copy,
important role where you get to interact closely with kids and their
please call the church office and
parents, and show them Jesus' love in a very hands-on way. Will you
consider helping us in this way? As always, we will be offering crew leader we will make sure you get one.
May God bless your daily
training the Sunday night before, July 12 at 6pm.
Bible reading and
Any questions or concerns, please contact Amanda
devotion time!
at VBS@sjsmarysville.org or 937-243-7471.
Weekly Church Attendance - 6 pm Saturday, 8:30 & 11 am Sunday: 6/27-6/28
Church Sanctuary: 139 Parking Lot: 12
+7+

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Board of Elders and the Stewardship Committee is Encouraging,
Promoting, and Enhancing Small Group Bible Study for our Church Body.
We feel small groups:
1. Can improve discipleship.
2. Can be a ministry for each other within the small group.
3. Can be a ministry for people in need in our congregation and our
community.
4. Can provide good fellowship.
5. Can make new and lasting friends.
6. Can bind people together so you look forward to your next meeting.
7. Can even have fun at gathering.
8. Finally, Can be very beneficial for our congregation.

Jesus encouraged His people to
support one another when He said,
“Love one another as I have
loved you.” (John 15:12).

The First Action we are asking is for people to come forward and volunteer to become a leader for a Small
Group. Types of groups could be flexible: Examples - Men’s, Women’s, Couples, Young Adults, Teenagers, etc.
Anyone interested in serving as a Small Group Leader is welcome to contact one of the following people on the
Stewardship Committee. The Stewardship Committee will help to organize small groups.
Paul Nicol: 937-594-0710
Shari Marsh: 937-645-0715
Warren Wulff: 937-935-5760
Kim Zacharias: 937-537-1946
John Junkans: 937-243-1536
Marie Leng: 614-483-3024
Kevin Vollrath: 937-707-5440
Jay Van Gordon: 937-645-0468

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Some Sunday School Classes are meeting!
We would love to have you join us!

Children’s Classes: 3 year old through 6th grade will meet at
the playground. The children will be kept in groups of ten or
less. We have changed the start time from 10:00 a.m. to
9:30 a.m.
High School: 7 & 8th graders are invited until catechism
begins again. They will meet on the Youth House porch.
Heritage House Young Adult Bible Study Class is cancelled
indefinitely.
Cafeteria Adult Bible Study Class is taking the summer off,
and will look to resume the week after Labor Day.
If you have questions,
please contact Sunday School Superintendent,
Lisa Arnold at 937-205-1802 or
arnoldlisa50@yahoo.com.

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S July 5-12, 2020
We are reviewing events on a week to week basis.
07/05: 8:30 am Sanctuary Worship
Service/Communion
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship
Service/Communion &
Live Streaming Worship Service
07/11: 7:30 am LEAP Golf Outing
6:00 pm Sanctuary Worship Service
07/12: 8:30 am Sanctuary Worship Service
9:30 am Sunday School (see article for details)
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service &
Live Streaming Worship Service

Congregational Tithe
First Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal
Year 2020-21
Ohio District LCMS - 50%,
Food Pantries– 50%

‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items: Weekly Schedule - Please submit articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman,
Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox outside the office doors,
or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
2020 St. John’s Christmas Bazaar Canceled
It is with heavy heart that the 2020 St. John’s
Christmas Bazaar has been canceled. We were
hoping by the time November rolled around this
COVID19 situation would have eased up a bit. Many
questions filled our minds, some are listed below.
Those, along with many others brought us to this
decision. We delayed as long as possible, eager for
good news.

AS IF the restrictions and fear about the Pandemic
wasn’t enough for us to try to comprehend and
deal with, now the entire world seems to have
gone crazy! Everywhere we turn we seem to see
anger and violence and people lashing out! We
long for the days of our youth when things were
so much simpler... so much better! And while we Taking all of that into consideration we looked at
know with CERTAINTY, everything was better back numerous other factors:
then, the truth is that time has a way of
- How could we limit the number of shoppers and
still be fair to vendors who are there to sell their
romanticizing our memories of the best of times,
creations?
and fortunately for us, diminishing or even erasing
- Is there a way to reduce the number of vendors
the times that were painful or that we would like
to create space for distancing?
to forget. Just ask any mother who has endured
- Do we want to take the risk of bringing the virus
labor! THAT is a GOD THING! THAT is the reason
into the school, potentially affecting 300+
we can tell tales of how we “walked to school ten
children?
How can we log all people in and out of the
miles every day in snow up to our waist, while
building to have contact information in case
carrying our little brother!” and say it with a smile
someone came into contact with an infected
on our face! THAT is a GOD THING! And so, “IN
person?
TIMES OF TRIAL”, we need to be reminded:

- Is it fair to ask vendors to spend time and money
creating inventory to allow us to wait until Fall to
decide?
- Will the election and continued unrest cause us
any disruption?

We spoke to the local Health Department. They have
had no clear direction from the State concerning large
gatherings in the months ahead. Currently it is
capped at 300 for catered events. The Bazaar does
not fall into that category, but more along the line of
social gathering/commerce, so the limit is far less
(with all people distancing). In a typical year, at any
one time, there are approximately 300-350 people in
the gym alone; add the kitchen, cafeteria, and Kids’
Area the number far exceeds 400. Union County
cases of COVID19 has remained relatively flat, but the
State of Ohio has seen an increase in cases.
We are hoping to get back to normal next year, God
willing. The canceled Christmas Bazaar will be added
to the ever-growing list of cancelations in 2020. Our
prayer is this virus will reach a place where it is
controlled and soon be eradicated.
If you have any questions, please call me at
937-537-1946. God’s blessings - Kim Zacharias,
Ladies’ Aid President
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS

LWML News… The LWML Ohio District was cancelled due to COVID-19. The
delegates did vote via mail. The delegates approved the 2020-2022 Mission
Goal grant amount of $95,000.This will fund 9 full grants and 1 partial grant.
Please continue to collect your spare change for LWML. The list of Mission
grants and the newly elected officers is available at lwmlohio.org
The LWML Ohio District is helping host the 2021 National LWML convention in Lexington, KY, June 24th-27th,
2021. Please consider volunteering to help at the convention. If you volunteer for at least 8 hours you will
have a discounted registration. I have already signed up to be an usher at the convention. The newsletters for
the convention are on the lwmlohio.org website. If you have any questions, please reach out to Stephanie
Petee at 614-588-4187 via phone or text.
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M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS

LYF News…
LYF is planning to start meeting again in July! Our first LYF event will be July 12th at R.J. &
Laura's house (19085 West Darby Road, Marysville) at 6pm. We will be meeting outside and
having devotions and games outside around the bonfire (to ensure space for "physical
distancing"). If you have a camping chair, feel free to bring it just to make sure we have enough seating.
We will be starting a 4 part session of "The Road", developed by Group Mission Trips in lieu of our cancelled
summer trip, where we will journey with Jesus and explore the scripture and story behind the two disciples
on the road to Emmaus.
Our second LYF event will be August 2nd at 6pm, with the location TBD. All youth are welcome to attend
and we hope to see you there!
Today, St. John's LYF was supposed to be on the road to Imperial, PA to serve their disabled, elderly, and
impoverished populations for the week. Unfortunately, as with countless other events and trips during
COVID-19, our mission trip was cancelled, along with all others summer trips through Group Mission Trips.
It goes without saying that our group is disappointed, but understands that postponing our trip until next
year is for everyone's benefit and safety. We ask that you join us in continuing to pray for the people of
Imperial and those we hope to serve next summer, that they may still feel and come to know God's love and
care throughout this trying time.
Thanks to everyone who sent such
beautiful cards, phone calls and flowers,
my beautiful family and Pastor Heino for
the prayers. Thanks also for the wonderful women
who called to see if we were alright or needed
anything– sure makes me feel better.
God’s Blessings to all - Frieda Nicol

GriefShare News...Dear St. John’s Members, here
at St. Paul Lutheran Chuckery , we host a GriefShare
group which has been very well received. It is very
crucial that we continue this ministry as it is so
important for those in our surrounding community to
have a safe place to learn about grief and share their
grief stories in order to heal. Right now, only two of
us have been facilitating the group for a few years
and we are seeing the need to have more facilitators
in order to keep ourselves from getting fatigued. We
are asking if there are any individuals who would be
interested in joining our team? We would be
especially interested if any men out there would
consider this awesome and important ministry, since
the two of us are women. Although we welcome
anyone, of course! Please call or text Deaconess
Janet Nicol @614-561-7411 or email her at
janet.nicol@stpaulchuckery.church to find out more
information.

St. John's members, you’re invited to be
a part of our new photo directory! Our
last directory was printed in 2016 and we
are looking to update. As you look at our
church today, you will see that we have new
families, there have been weddings, and babies, and
kids who are young adults now. We’re changing,
and a new photo directory will help us capture these
changes.
Our new directory photography sessions will take
place from 2-9pm on August 4th-7th, 10am-5pm on
August 8th, and 2-9pm on August 25 & 26th. You
can sign up for your family's photo session in a
variety of ways:
 Online at www.tinyurl.com/SJCdirectory
 Call Lifetouch to schedule at 866-756-0281
(direct # for scheduling).
 At church before or after services starting
Sunday, July 5th.
Each family that participates will receive a copy of
our new completed directory, as well as a
complimentary 8x10 photo from your session. Each
photography session is 20 minutes long. If you have
any questions, you can contact Laura Zeiler
at lauraezeiler@gmail.com. Our directory won't be
complete without all our members.
We hope to see you there!
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