Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3rd, 2020

Celebrating Good Shepherd Sunday through a sermon on the climactic events of that first Pentecost
seems an odd way to observe this cherished Sunday. But what better way to remember Christ as our
Good Shepherd than to see Him in the apostles’ teaching, in the breaking of the bread, and in the
prayers? What better way to see Christ in the life of the Church? Pentecost—fifty days after Easter—is
the climax of the Church Year, a festival of joy and hope, the completion and conclusion of Easter.
Fifty days after we rose with Christ to a new life, we were born anew through His resurrection as
God’s children. During Easter, the Church sat at the feet of the Lord like children and nourished itself
on spiritual milk. Through the words of Jesus to His disciples, we have learned that we are strangers
and aliens in this world—that suffering is part of our life. Pentecost, though, declares the Church of
age, ready to meet the world face-to-face with a strong, firm faith that knows the power of the Holy
Spirit is now with the Church, that knows Christ is indeed our Good Shepherd. We have followed the
same kind of course as the apostles. We came kicking and screaming into this world as newborns; we
were baptized into the faith and became God’s children; we learned the Christian faith through the
liturgy and catechism classes as we listened to the words of God and sang hymns of praise, as we
were taught the Christian life from parents, pastors, Sunday School teachers, and the members of
this congregation. Now we are ready to meet the world face-to-face once again, knowing that as
Christians we are strangers and aliens in this world, but also aware that the Holy Spirit is with us as
we confess our faith before the world, as we participate in the life of the Church.
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Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we
KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and
SOW His love in Word and deed.

LIVE Stream Worship Service
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
“The Early Church—A Pattern for Us” - Acts 2:42-47
The closing prayer of the funeral service begins with these words: “Lord
God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of
Your mercy and bring them home.” Describing Jesus as a Shepherd is a
special image used in prayers, hymns, and Christian artwork. The believer
receives a sense of assurance in knowing that the One being followed
throughout life is Jesus, the Good Shepherd. The fact that our Lord chooses to repeat the words
“I am the Good Shepherd” more than once indicates its importance to Him and to us. As we
follow Jesus, we can be confident that He will lead us into that place where goodness and
righteousness are eternal.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN OF INVOCATION
“The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want”
LSB 710
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie in pastures green;
He leadeth me the quiet waters by.
My soul He doth restore again and me to walk doth make within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for His own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill; For Thou art with me,
and Thy rod and staff me comfort still.
My table Thou hast furnished in presence of my foes; My head Thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore my dwelling place shall be. Public domain
INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES

Romans 6:9; John 20:29b

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Psalm 85:1-2, 7

PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42–47
The early church was devoted to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer.
True revival followed as their hearts were soft and repentant, their actions toward others was
generous, their mouths filled with praise as they experienced a deep awe and reverent fear for God.
Does your life reflect this kind of revival?
42They

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs
were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved.
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EPISTLE READING: 1 Peter 2:19–25
Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice was the ultimate example of suffering unjustly, and this example
was set before us to follow. When enduring suffering righteously for the sake of Christ on this earth,
an eternal reward will one day be received.
19This

is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.
what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.
23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.
20For

HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:1–10
The Pharisees were in the presence of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, but could not comprehend the
figurative language He used to compare God’s people to sheep entering through the gate.
Jesus, the Gate, is the only way anyone can become part of God’s flock. People who truly
belong to God listen to and believe in the words of Jesus.
1[Jesus

said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is
the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he
goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will
not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This
figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them. 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.
10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
SERMON HYMN
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
LSB 709
The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; I nothing lack if I am His and He is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul He leadeth and,
where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love He sought me and on
His shoulder gently laid and home rejoicing brought me.
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In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight from Thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise within Thy house forever! Public domain

SERMON MESSAGE: “The Early Church—A Pattern for Us” - Acts 2:42-47
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
LSB 711
Savior, like a shepherd lead us; Much we need Your tender care. In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use Your fold prepare. Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
We are Yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray. Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, hear us children when we pray.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, hear us children when we pray.
You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; You have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, early let us turn to You.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, early let us turn to You.
Early let us seek Your favor, early let us do Your will; Blessèd Lord and only Savior, with Your love our spirits fill.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have loved us, love us still.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have loved us, love us still. Public domain
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NOTES AND NEWS
Current Notes & News Publication: During this time of "social distancing" due to the current health crisis, we
want to continue to try and provide the most accurate information we can regarding St. John’s Church & School and
Community events. Therefore we will continue to publish the Notes & News as normal. If you have information
you would like to share, please email Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, at rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org by
Tuesday at noon. Printed Notes & News can be picked up in the front entryway of the school building (where the
offices are located), or you can refer to our church website at www.stjohnsmarysville.org.
Worship Service Information: Here at St. John's Marysville, we are cancelling all public worship services until the
"all clear" is given from our state and local governments regarding the COVID - 19 virus. Please keep an eye out for
our video online and audio opportunities for worship! Please phone your family and friends as well as those you
work and play with for encouragement and wellness checks with the love of Christ in your voice. This Sunday we
will post a 9am worship service through Facebook which will be viewable live or online at anytime after at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
You can find a wonderful worship resource from our seminary in Ft. Wayne – this is the source of the DVD’s we
make for our local senior living centers: https://worshipanew.org/
The Lutheran Hour also has some great resources for devotions and small group: https://www.lutheranhour.org/
Our congregation also has a subscription to a wonderful resource – it is like Netflix for Bible Studies and Christian
videos!! If you would like to have access to all this site has to offer please email Pastor Jack
at jheino@stjohnsmarysville.org and he will send you an invite with a password to get full benefit:
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Library/

Prayer Requests: We will continue to update our prayer sheet and will post it on our website. If you have a prayer
request, please let us know.
In the days and weeks to come, we will continue to seek ways to serve one another in Christ safely and proactively.
If you have any needs or would like to help, please let the church and school office know.
Please feel free to contact: Pastor Jack - direct phone number: 937-240-3002, cell phone: 937-537-6222 or
email: jhenio@sjsmarysville.org. Regina - direct phone number: 937-240-3004 or
email: rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org. Rich Rausch - direct phone number: 937-240-3003 or
email: rrausch@sjsmarysville.org

Update from the Church Board of Elders
The Board of Elders made the difficult decision to
keep the Church closed until September 1st with the
final decision made by August 1st. This is tentative,
and if the situation greatly improves or gets worse,
the opening date may need to be adjusted. This
decision was erred on the side of caution for the
safety of the members.
Weekly Worship Bible Readings: For those of you
who would like to study the Word ahead of the
next weekends worship services, we are listing
here in the N&N the Bible readings that Pastor
Jack will be using.
May 10 - First Reading: Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60
Epistle: 1 Peter 2:2–10 Gospel: John 14:1–14

Interested in Receiving the Lutheran Witness …
Here’s How! The Lutheran Witness is a monthly
magazine published by The Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod. This magazine invites you to learn more about
LCMS ministries, church members, and important issues
from a Lutheran perspective. Join thousands of other
Lutherans who’ve already discovered this faith-filled and
thought-provoking magazine. Some recent articles
include: Comments on Coronavirus and other news
worth knowing, St. Paul on the Resurrection, Hymns of
Resurrection Praise, Rise and Go, plus several other
interesting articles. A one-year subscription is
$15.96. Please make your check payable to St. John’s
Lutheran Church and mail to 12809 St. Rt. 736,
Marysville, OH.
DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, May 17, 2020.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please speak with the person next
to you, to the pastor, call the church office, or indicate when you sign the attendance form. Sign in, please! We ask
all worshipers to sign in the attendance directory in order to let us know of your presence with us enabling us to take
better care of you.
The Church Nursery: Parents are welcome to take children to the nursery and stay with them during any part of the
worship services.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).

Altar Flowers: The altar flowers are to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the many blessings He has provided
to St. John’s Lutheran Church and School, by the St. John’s Ladies Aid.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

MAY 3 - 10, 2020

We are reviewing events on a week to week basis.
At this time, ALL Church and School
activities are Cancelled.

A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
SUNDAY SCHOOL CANCELLED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

E-Giving
Electronic giving provides you the opportunity to give every week of the year after setting it up just one time.
Leave that checkbook at home! E-giving also provides a stable income for the church. In fact E-giving is so
common no one will even look at you funny when you don’t drop into the plate!
E-Giving allows consistent tithing throughout the year since most of us do not attend 100% of the Sundays in the
year. You can decrease your weekly tithe but increase your annual contributions just by simply starting E-giving
and giving each week of the year!
Are you E-Giving only and no longer want to receive envelopes? Call Regina in the Church office and let her
know. You may still drop a check or a generic envelope with your name on it for envelope credit.
Using an internet browser:





Go to stjohnsmarysville.org
On the top of the page click on the giving link
From here choose the E-Giving provider - Vanco Solutions link
Choose Create profile

Now you will be able to set up regular and one time donations.

Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Church, you can use your smartphone to give anytime, anywhere!





Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone
Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account
Log in or donate as a guest
Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password

To give through the app, search your phone’s app store for “GivePlus Church”.
When setting up E-Giving please note that using a checking account is free and there is a 3% credit card fee that
you can choose to pick up or not.
Please feel free to contact Adam or Joy with any questions, concerns or problems!
Adam Smith at treasurer@sjsmarysville.org or 614-296-0091 or Joy Ballard at joyrballard@gmail.com or 937-644-4344
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Board of Elders and the Stewardship Committee is Encouraging, Promoting, and
Enhancing Small Group Bible Study for our Church Body.
We feel small groups:
1. Can improve discipleship.
2. Can be a ministry for each other within the small group.
3. Can be a ministry for people in need in our congregation and our community.
4. Can provide good fellowship.
5. Can make new and lasting friends.
6. Can bind people together so you look forward to your next meeting.
7. Can even have fun at gathering.
8. Finally, Can be very beneficial for our congregation.
The First Action we are asking is for people to come forward and volunteer to become a leader for a Small
Group. Types of groups could be flexible: Examples - Men’s, Women’s, Couples, Young Adults, Teenagers, etc.
Anyone interested in serving as a Small Group Leader is welcome to contact one of the following people on the
Stewardship Committee. The Stewardship Committee will help to organize small groups.
 Paul Nicol: 937-594-0710
 Warren Wulff: 937-935-5760
 John Junkans: 937-243-1536
 Kevin Vollrath: 937-707-5440
 Shari Marsh: 937-645-0715
 Kim Zacharias: 937-537-1946
 Marie Leng: 614-483-3024
 Jay Van Gordon: 937-645-0468

Jesus encouraged His people to support one another when He said,
“Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12).
ALL ALONE?

Congregational Tithe

Don’t be. God doesn’t want us to be all alone.
He wants us to turn to others when things are
bothering us. Stephen Ministers will walk with
you through your troubles and be there for
you when you need them. If you would like
more information on our Stephen Ministry, contact Doug
Doellinger at 937-644-0576 or Linda Kosakowski at
614-506-6179.

Fourth Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal
Year 2019-20
Ohio District LCMS - 50%,
Member Mission Outreach - 10%,
Food Pantries - 10%, International Fellowship
Center - 10%, Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League (LWML) - 10%, Clothes Closet - 10%

‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items
Weekly Schedule: Please submit articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary,
by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping them in the black lockbox outside the office doors,
or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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