Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 21 - 22, 2020

The Old Testament Reading is illuminated by the other readings in a number of ways. While the Lord
declares through His prophet that all of His people are “trapped in holes and hidden in prisons” (Is
42:22, one verse after the pericope), the Psalm gives the appropriate words to all those caught in
that predicament: “Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your name!” (Ps 142:7). Also,
just as the appointed psalm includes a plea for God to watch over David’s ways and paths (“When my
spirit faints within me, you know my way! In the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for
me” [142:3]), so also does the Lord promise through Isaiah, “I will lead the blind in a way that they do
not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them” (Is 42:16). The apostle Paul further
articulates this reality for those baptized into Christ, stating in the opening lines of the Epistle, “At
one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Eph 5:8).
In other words, what God once promised through Isaiah has now been fulfilled in His only-begotten
Son. Finally, the Gospel’s account of Jesus healing a man born blind provides a relatively lengthy and
detailed physical account of how our Lord deals with spiritual darkness. In this way, all four readings
appointed for Lent 4 revolve around the one who is the light of the world (Jn 9:5).
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LIVE Stream Worship Service
Kevin Vollrath – Accompanist
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“Look with the Light ” - Isaiah 42:14–21
God’s mercy and grace are revealed to those who deserve anything but.
The Israelites who wandered the wilderness complained of no water. They
didn’t deserve anything because of their sinfulness, yet God responds in
mercy and grace, providing water from a rock. A marginalized Samaritan
woman didn’t receive compassion from her community and didn’t deserve it
from our Savior Jesus Christ, yet she was given and shown mercy and grace and came to
believe He is the Savior of the world. We, too, have gone astray and deserve much less
than mercy and grace from God Himself. Yet, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”

LSB 849

INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES

Isaiah 42:5-7

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Joel 2:13; Isaiah 42:16

Silence for reflection and self-examination

PRAYER OF THE DAY
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY
[Bible readings found on pages 7-8 of this worship program]

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42: 14-21
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
HOLY GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
WORHSIP PRESENTATION by Lydia Gilleon, “Simple Gifts”
APOSTLES CREED
SERMON MESSAGE: “Look with the Light” - Isaiah 42:14-21
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“O God of God, O Light of Light”

LSB 810
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NOTES AND NEWS
Current Notes & News Publication: During this time of "social distancing" due to the current health situation, we
want to continue to try and provide the most accurate information we can regarding St. John’s Church & School and
Community events. Therefore we will continue to publish the Notes & News as normal. If you have information
you would like to share, please email Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, at rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org by
Tuesday at noon. Printed Notes & News can be picked up in the church office, or you can refer to our church
website at www.stjohnsmarysville.org.
Worship Service Information: Here at St. John's Marysville, we are cancelling all public worship services until the
"all clear" is given from our state and local governments regarding the COVID - 19 virus. Please keep an eye out for
our video online and audio opportunities for worship! Please phone your family and friends as well as those you
work and play with for encouragement and wellness checks with the love of Christ in your voice. This Sunday we
will post a 9am worship service through Facebook which will be viewable live or online at anytime after at:
https://www.facebook.com/jack.heino
You can find a wonderful worship resource from our seminary in Ft. Wayne – this is the source of the DVD’s we
make for our local senior living centers: https://worshipanew.org/
The Lutheran Hour also has some great resources for devotions and small group: https://www.lutheranhour.org/
Our congregation also has a subscription to a wonderful resource – it is like Netflix for Bible Studies and Christian
videos!! If you would like to have access to all this site has to offer please email Pastor Jack
at jheino@stjohnsmarysville.org and he will send you an invite with a password to get full benefit:
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Library/

Prayer Requests: We will continue to update our prayer sheet and will post it on our website. If you have a prayer
request, please let us know.
In the days and weeks to come, we will continue to seek ways to serve one another in Christ safely and proactively.
If you have any needs or would like to help, please let the church and school office know.
Please feel free to contact: Pastor Jack - direct phone number: 937-240-3002, cell phone: 937-537-6222 or
email: jhenio@sjsmarysville.org. Regina - direct phone number: 937-240-3004 or
email: rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org. Rich Rausch - direct phone number: 937-240-3003 or
email: rrausch@sjsmarysville.org

ACES will be CANCELLED through the

LENTEN SUPPER FOR
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, IS
CANCELLED.

month of March!!!
We will decide then if we will continue to play.

Order Your Easter Lilies
The Flower Committee is taking orders for lilies to decorate the church for Easter. The cost
for a lily is $7.50. Orders with payment can be placed in the flower box in the Marie Pfarr
Room. The deadline for orders is Sunday, March 29.
Until church resumes, you may place your lily order by calling Charlotte Blumenschein at 937-644-4111 or
emailing her at dudley@centurylink.net
The lilies may be picked up after the Easter services on Easter Sunday. Please contact any Flower Committee
member with questions. Thank you for your support.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please speak with the person next
to you, to the pastor, call the church office, or indicate when you sign the attendance form. Sign in, please! We ask
all worshipers to sign in the attendance directory in order to let us know of your presence with us enabling us to take
better care of you.
The Church Nursery: Parents are welcome to take children to the nursery and stay with them during any part of the
worship services.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).

Altar Flowers: The altar flowers are in loving memory of Wally and Milly Rausch whose birthdays were March 17
and March 30. With gratitude for their love, guidance and the wonderful memories we shared, by Nina and David
Boerger, Joy and Larry Ballard, Wanda DuPuis, and Doyle and Barb Rausch and their families.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

MARCH 22-29, 2020

We are reviewing events on a week to week
basis. At this time, ALL Church and School
activities are Cancelled.
Note: GriefShare is currently cancelled.

A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am
SUNDAY SCHOOL CANCELLED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
Toddlers—School Preschool Room
3’s - Kindergarten—Church Basement
1st - 6th Grades—Gathering together in the school open
common area (near the school library) and split into classes
from there.
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—School
Modulars
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—Cafeteria: Topic, “We the People:
Citizens of Two Kingdoms.”
Adult Bible Study—Heritage House: New Topic - Join us
as we spend this Lenten and Easter season following
Jesus to His ultimate act of obedience and sacrifice at
the cross. We will be using a Ray Vander Laan resource
titled, “The Path to the Cross.”
Adult Bible Study—Heritage House: Week Study Mon: No School Tues: No School
Wed: No School Thurs: No School
Friday: No School

It’s Almost Easter! This year we are once again
requesting donations of individually wrapped
peanut free candy to stuff our eggs. Stickers are
a welcomed non-candy donation too! For now
you can drop them off at the church office.
Thanks for all your help!
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS

GOLDEN EAGLES NEWS: UPDATES TO UPCOMING EVENTS
We pray that you are staying well and doing all that you can to keep yourselves
safe during this uncertain time as we deal with the Coronavirus. As closing and
restrictions continue to increase, we’re sorry to announce that two of our Golden Eagles events have been
affected. Due to the area school closings, our tour of Tolles Career and Technical Center in April has been
cancelled. We hope to be able to reschedule that in the future once schools are in session again.
On a similar note, we received word today from Ike Reynolds of Reynolds Travel regarding our planned trip to
Holland, Michigan for the Tulip Festival in May. He forwarded an email from Tulip Festival officials which reads
in part, “Due to the Center for Disease Control’s most recent directive to cancel all events involving 50 or more
people for the next eight weeks, we have made the extremely difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Tulip
Festival.” Mr. Reynolds has begun the process of requesting refunds from our tickets to the festival, along with
contracts with hotel rooms and motor coach. He feels positive about the situation, but has been informed the
process may take as much as 60 days to complete. We will keep you informed as we work through the
process. If you have questions, you may contact Reynolds Travel at 866-880-0577.
Please continue to pray for our country and those affected as we deal with this very difficult situation. Those
most at risk of being affected by this virus are, unfortunately, many of our own Golden Eagles friends and
family. Let’s do all we can to be proactive and keep our families and loved ones safe.

VBS 2020
VBS Leadership Team first meeting will be Sunday, April 5 at 11 am in the Heritage House.
PLEASE NOTE DATE AND LOCATION CHANGE. Anyone is welcome to attend! We always
welcome new ideas and helpers, and this year we know we need a new snack person and some
additional publicity/follow up help. Any hours spent with VBS count toward Engagement scholarship hours.
Also, if you have feedback or ideas from last year’s VBS, please feel free to come out and share with us, or
contact Amanda Moore with questions - 937-243-7471.
Weekly Worship Bible Readings: For those of you who would like to study the Word ahead of the next
weekends worship services, we are listing here in the N&N the Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.
March 29 - Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Epistle: Romans 8:1-11, Gospel: John 11:1-53
Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's
offers a mobile version of our online giving
page to make it easy for you to give by credit
or debit card anytime from your smart
phone. Simply scan the image you see here
using your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader! You
may also go to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
Worship attendance for 03/14 and 03/15: NONE AT THIS TIME
‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items - Weekly Schedule: Please submit
articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping off articles to
the office or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by
NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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Congregational Tithe
Third Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal
Year 2019-20
Ohio District LCMS - 50%,
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%,
Hearts for Jesus - 10%,
Food for the Poor - 10%, LAMP - 10%,
Kingdom Investment International - 10%

Assisted Hearing Devices:
Please speak to an usher to use
one of these devices. If you
would like to purchase one of
your own, or contribute to the purchase of
additional units, please see Pastor Jack.

M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS

LYF NEWS
CANCELLED—3/22: Escape Room Outing AND 3/25: LYF Lenten Meal.
Ever considered joining LYF on a mission trip?! LYF is looking for adults to join us on our
upcoming mission trip this summer to Imperial, Pennsylvania. In Imperial, our group will
provide home repairs at no cost for elderly, disabled, and disadvantaged people, all while
sharing the light of Christ to those we meet!
As an adult chaperone, you will be encouraging leadership within our youth while on the worksites, as well as
growing in our faith and fellowship together through daily devotions and worship programs. We will be in
Imperial from June 21-27. If you are interested, please reach out to Laura Zeiler at lauraezeiler@gmail.com or
913-549-0057. It is guaranteed to be a fun-filled, fantastic week growing in Christ and our relationships with
each other!
Come join New Path Pregnancy Resource
Centers in their Annual Walk4Life!
We are coming TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL as
two counties who love the message of LIFE!!
We will walk on Saturday, May 2nd in Richwood
(Richwood Lake Park – 4 Lynn St.).
Please visit our website (www.newpathprc.com) for more
details and to register!
All Walkers who register by April 10th will receive a
FREE t-shirt!

Bear One Another’s Burdens . . .
In Galatians 6 Paul tells us to “carry
each other’s burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ.” At
St. John’s our Stephen Ministers have been trained
and organized to do just that. They provide one-to
-one care, prayer, and support to those who are
going through a difficult time. If you would like
more information on our Stephen Ministry, please
call Doug Doellinger 937-644-0576 or Linda
Kosakowski 614-506-6179.

ALL SERVICES PENDING: Lenten Worship Schedule
Midweek Lenten Services:
Lenten Suppers:

March 25: CANCELLED, & April 1, 4:00 & 7:00 pm
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm in the School Cafeteria

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Palm Sunday:

Maundy Thursday:
Good Friday:
Holy Saturday:
Easter Sunday:

April 5
- Youth Confirmation Reception, 8:00 am, Gym
- Youth Confirmation Worship Service, 9:00 am
- Out Abounds Contemporary Worship, 11:00 am/Communion
April 9, 4:00 & 7:00 pm/Communion
April 10, Tenebra e Service: “Service of Darkness”, 7:00 pm
April 11, 6:00 pm/Communion
April 12, 9:00 a m Tra ditiona l & 11:00 a m Out Abounds
Contemporary Worship Services/Communion
No Sunday School Classes, but please attend:
10:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt for All Ages up to 6th Grade
(Meet on the softball field)
10:15 am - Our Family Easter Breakfast hosted by the
Cafeteria Bible Study Group

If still taking place, please join us here at St. John ’s for our upcoming
Lenten Worship Services, Lenten Suppers and
Holy Week & Easter Worship Services!
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N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
Comfort Quilts – Lutheran World Relief (LWF) sends quilts to groups around the world who distribute them
to people needing a warm quilt to use as a cover or to wrap a baby or to carry their personal possessions.
We have been providing Comfort Quilts to LWF for several years. Our quilts have gone to people in
Tanzania, Republic of Georgia, Iraq, Mauritania, and Armenia. We meet in the church basement the
Wednesday following the Ladies’ Aid meeting day to assemble and tie these Comfort Quilts. Then in October
we take them to the drop off point in Waldo to be shipped to the distribution centers. We invite you to join
us to tie these quilts. No quilting ability is needed, just the ability to tie a knot! Upcoming Comfort Quilt
Workdays: Wednesday, April 8; and Wednesday, May 13. We meet 10 AM to 2 PM – come when you can
and leave when you must. ALL DEPENDS ON HOW THINGS GO WITH THE HEALTH CRISIS.

Today’s Bible Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21
The words of the Lord through the prophet Isaiah. Here we hear the warning of impending doom the Lord will
bring against the people who have turned from Him. But, those who humble themselves will be saved.
14
“For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. But now, like a woman in
childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant. 15 I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools. 16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along
unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places
smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them. 17 But those who trust in idols, who say to
images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame. 18 “Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see!
19
Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is blind like the one in covenant with
me, blind like the servant of the LORD? 20 You have seen many things, but you pay no attention; your ears are
open, but you do not listen.” 21 It pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great
and glorious.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
In this reading Paul reminds the Ephesians of the radical transformation they’ve undergone, and the
subsequent radical life change that transformation demands. Because the light of Christ has come, the
Ephesians have been radically transformed, and they have a call, a responsibility, to usher in the shining of His
light upon others so they too can be transformed. Moving into the light brings initial pain to the eyes, and the
cultivation of fruit takes effort, but the transition is worth it. For whom would not relinquish the secret and
shameful darkness of death in order to walk in the light as children of the God of light?
8
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the
light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing
to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is
illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41
There is a man mentioned in John 9 who was born blind, but when Jesus arrived on the scene, this blind man's
life drastically changed. Not only would he see with his eyes, but he would also come to a clear spiritual view
of Christ. His words do not explain the cause of the man's blindness, but the purpose. He sees in the blind man
an opportunity to display the works of God. Additionally, as a result of this miracle, there was yet another
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head-on collision between the Pharisees and the Lord Jesus Christ. From this account, we learn of a
blindness far more dangerous and devastating than that of the mere loss of (physical) sight.
Here we find the blind given sight and the seeing blinded.
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
1
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works
of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” 6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s
eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and
washed, and came home seeing. 8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t
this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks
like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He
replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and
wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,”
he said. 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how
he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
16
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others
asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 17 Then they turned again to the blind
man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
18
They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s
parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can
see?” 20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he
can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.”
22
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that
anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind.
“Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 25 He replied, “Whether
he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 26 Then they asked him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 28 Then they
hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” 30 The man
answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We
know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has
ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have
now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those
who see will become blind.” 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What?
Are we blind too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim
you can see, your guilt remains.
Pastor:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
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