
 

 

 
 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 

 March 7 - 8, 2020 

When Abram (Abraham) moves on from Haran to Canaan at the command of God, he is going 
he knows not where, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Yet he goes out by 
faith with good courage, God’s hand leading and His love supporting him. The Psalm of the 
day reflects this certainty: “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this 
time forth and forevermore” (Ps 121:8)—a certainty which we who live by faith share with 
Abraham, our forefather by faith. Like Abraham, we, too, go out into the world counted 
righteous by God (Epistle, Rom 4:3), certain that we are those offspring who are among the 
blessed families through God’s blessing to Abraham. This is how we live and move and have 
our being as we move toward the cross with Jesus. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 
 12809 State Route 736      Marysville, OH  43040 

Office Phone:  937-644-5540       
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               Rev. Jack D. Heino, Sr. Pastor   937-240-3002 Mr. Rich Rausch, Principal  937-240-3003 
 

 Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we   
 KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and  
 SOW His love in Word and deed. 
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6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Blended Worship Service  
 

Steve Bumgarner – Accompanist 
 

“Our Hope and Abraham’s” - Genesis 12:1–9 
God made shockingly weighty promises to the patriarchs. He granted to 

Abraham a whole land and descendants as far as the eye could see. God 

also promised him that from among those descendants would come the 

blessing that would redeem the world from the fall and its disastrous effects. 

All people would be blessed through him! So far, so good. The problem is that 

God required Abraham and all his posterity to believe those promises. God steadfastly 

declined to give the fulfillment of his promises in easy, simple, or obvious ways. In this text, 

God promised Abraham a homeland of his own and asked him to leave Ur and then Haran 

to go there. The only drawback was that Abraham wasn’t sure where it was exactly, nor did 

God ever give Abraham the deed to this land he promised to him. He was a sojourner in his 

own land. Indeed, Abraham only possessed it by the promise, and he owned only a plot in 

which to be buried with his household at “the cave of the field of Machpelah east of 

Mamre (that is, Hebron)” (Gen 23:19). The best Abraham could do was burial insurance. 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                   “In Christ Alone” 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace, when fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe 

This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save 

'Til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied 

For ev'ry sin on Him was laid, here in the death of Christ I live 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory, sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the pow'r of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny 

No pow'r of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand 

'Til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand 
 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand! 
 

CCLI Song No. 3350395  © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty | Stuart Townend  

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License No. 692716   
 

INVOCATION 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

http://www.ccli.com


 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 
 

[Bible readings found on pages 14-15 of this worship program] 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Genesis 12:1-9 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  John 3:1-17 
 

SERMON HYMN                                      “In His Time”   

In His time in His time, He makes all things beautiful in His time 

Lord please show me ev'ry day as You're teaching me Your way 

That You do just what You say in Your time 
 

In Your time in Your time, You make all things beautiful in Your time 

Lord my life to You I bring, may each song I have to sing 

Be to You a lovely thing in Your time 
 

CCLI Song # 25981 Diane Ball © 1978 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing   

Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use.  

All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716   
 

SERMON MESSAGE:  “Our Hope and Abraham’s” - Genesis 12:1-9 

 

APOSTLES CREED (as found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 After Each Petition 

P: … let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to 

recognize and submit to you as our Lord.” 
 

BENEDICTION      
 

CLOSING HYMN                                  “You Are The Vine”  

You are the vine - We are the branches - Keep us abiding in You 

You are the vine - We are the branches - Keep us abiding in You 
 

And we'll go in Your love - And we'll go in Your name 

That the world will surely know that You have power to heal and to save 

You are the vine - We are the branches - Keep us abiding in You 
 

Keep us abiding in You 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
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9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Traditional Worship Service  

 

Kevin Vollrath – Organist 
 

Divine Service Setting One, LSB page 151 

 

“Our Hope and Abraham’s” - Genesis 12:1–9 
God made shockingly weighty promises to the patriarchs. He granted to Abraham a whole 
land and descendants as far as the eye could see. God also promised him that from among 
those descendants would come the blessing that would redeem the world from the fall and 
its disastrous effects. All people would be blessed through him! So far, so good. The problem 
is that God required Abraham and all his posterity to believe those promises. God 

steadfastly declined to give the fulfillment of his promises in easy, simple, or obvious ways. In this text, God 
promised Abraham a homeland of his own and asked him to leave Ur and then Haran to go there. The only 
drawback was that Abraham wasn’t sure where it was exactly, nor did God ever give Abraham the deed to this 
land he promised to him. He was a sojourner in his own land. Indeed, Abraham only possessed it by the 
promise, and he owned only a plot in which to be buried with his household at “the cave of the field of 
Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron)” (Gen 23:19). The best Abraham could do was burial insurance. 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION                                 “The God of Abraham Praise” LSB 798 
 

Confession and Absolution - LSB Pg. 151 
 

Service of the Word - LSB Pg. 152 

 

INTROIT  Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
Seek the Lord | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
He is the | Lord our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 
 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY LSB 156 
 

[Bible readings found on pages 14-15 of this worship program] 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Genesis 12:1-9 
 

EPISTLE READING:  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  John 3:1-17 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “God Loved the World So That He Gave”   LSB 571 
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SERMON MESSAGE:  “Our Hope and Abraham’s” - Genesis 12:1-9  
 

APOSTLES CREED LSB 159  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in  heaven;   
 give us this day our daily bread;   
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES 
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to recognize and 
submit to you as our Lord.” 

 

BENEDICTION  LSB 166 
 

HYMN TO DEPART                               “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”   LSB 708  
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11:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Out Abounds Contemporary Worship Service  

with the Out Abounds Praise Band 
 

“Our Hope and Abraham’s” - Genesis 12:1–9 
God made shockingly weighty promises to the patriarchs. He granted to Abraham a 
whole land and descendants as far as the eye could see. God also promised him that 
from among those descendants would come the blessing that would redeem the 
world from the fall and its disastrous effects. All people would be blessed through him! 
So far, so good. The problem is that God required Abraham and all his posterity to 
believe those promises. God steadfastly declined to give the fulfillment of his 
promises in easy, simple, or obvious ways. In this text, God promised Abraham a 

homeland of his own and asked him to leave Ur and then Haran to go there. The only drawback was 
that Abraham wasn’t sure where it was exactly, nor did God ever give Abraham the deed to this land 
he promised to him. He was a sojourner in his own land. Indeed, Abraham only possessed it by the 
promise, and he owned only a plot in which to be buried with his household at “the cave of the field 
of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron)” (Gen 23:19). The best Abraham could do was burial 
insurance. 
 

Gathering Praise 
 

Time of Greeting and The Out Abounds Grace-Away 

 

     We Lift Our Hearts in Worship       

 

Time of Praise and Worship 
 

“The Wonderful Cross” 
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride 
See from His head His hands His feet sorrow and love flow mingled down 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet or thorns compose so rich a crown 
O the wonderful cross! O the wonderful cross! 

Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross!  O the wonderful cross! 

All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 
Were the whole realm of nature mine that were an offering far too small 

Love so amazing so divine demands my soul my life my all 
O the wonderful cross! O the wonderful cross! 

Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross!  O the wonderful cross! 

All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 
 

CCLI Song # 3148435 Chris Tomlin | Isaac Watts | J. D. Walt | Jesse Reeves | Lowell Mason © 2000 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect.  

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716 
 

Invocation 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Time of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Response Song 
 

“No Longer Slaves” 
You unravel me with a melody. You surround me with a song of deliverance  

from my enemies till all my fears are gone 
I'm no longer a slave to fear! I am a child of God! 

http://www.ccli.com
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I'm no longer a slave to fear, I am a child of God 
From my Mother's womb You have chosen me. Love has called my name.  
I've been born again into Your family. Your blood flows through my veins 

I'm no longer a slave to fear! I am a child of God! 
I'm no longer a slave to fear, I am a child of God 

You split the sea so I could walk right through it! My fears were drowned in perfect love!  
You rescued me so I could stand and sing! I am a child of God!  

 

CCLI Song # 7030123 Brian Johnson | Joel Case | Jonathan David Helser © 2014 Bethel Music Publishing  For use solely with the SongSelect.  
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

  We Hear God’s Word    

 

[Bible readings found on pages 14-15 of this worship program]  
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 12:1-9 

 

Epistle Reading:  Romans 4:1-8,13-17 
 

Holy Gospel:  John 3:1-17 
 

Sermon Message:  “Our Hope and Abraham’s” - Genesis 12:1-9 
 

  We Respond to God’s Word   
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

 We Pray   
 

Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in  heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Offerings of Our Time, Talents & Treasures 

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to  
recognize and submit to you as our Lord. 

 

     We Depart in Peace       
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Song 
 

“Thrive” 
Here in this worn and weary land - Where many a dream has died 

Like a tree planted by the water - We will never run dry 
 

So living water flowing through - God we thirst for more of You 
Fill our hearts and flood our souls with one desire 

 

Just to know You and to make You known - We lift Your name on high 
Shine like the sun make darkness run and hide 

We know we were made for so much more than ordinary lives 
It's time for us to more than just survive - We were made to thrive! 

 

Into Your Word we're digging deep to know our Father's heart 
Into the world we're reaching out to show them who You are 
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So living water flowing through - God we thirst for more of You 
Fill our hearts and flood our souls with one desire 

 

Just to know You and to make You known - We lift Your name on high 
Shine like the sun make darkness run and hide 

We know we were made for so much more than ordinary lives 
It's time for us to more than just survive - We were made to thrive! 

 

Joy unspeakable!  Faith unsinkable! 
Love unstoppable!  Anything is possible! 

 

Just to know You and to make You known - We lift Your name on high 
Shine like the sun make darkness run and hide 

We know we were made for so much more than ordinary lives 
It's time for us to more than just survive - We were made to thrive! 

 

We were made to thrive! 
 

CCLI Song # 7006228  Mark Hall | Matthew West  © 2014 Atlas Music Publishing obo Atlas Holdings (Admin. by Atlas Music Publishing)  Atlas Music Publishing obo Highly 
Combustible Music (Admin. by Atlas Music Publishing)  Atlas Music Publishing obo House of Story Music Publishing (Admin. by Atlas Music Publishing)  My Refuge Music 

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  Sony/ATV Tree Publishing (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing)  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  
 All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 692716 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

JOIN US on Wednesday, March 

11th, 2020, for our Lenten Supper 

hosted by our St. John’s LYF/

YMO.  The menu consists of a 

Variety of Soups, Grilled Cheese Sandwiches, 

Salad, Dessert and Beverages.  Come out and 

support our LYF/YMO with free will offerings 

going to the LYF/YMO Mission Trip to Imperial, 

PA, and future mission opportunities, and join us 

for our Midweek Lenten Worship Services at 

4:00 or 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Worship Schedule  
 

 Midweek Lenten Services:  March 11, 18, 25, & April  1,  4:00 & 7:00 pm  
 Lenten Suppers:  5:00 pm -  7:00 pm in the School Cafeteria  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H o l y  W e e k  W o r s h i p  S c h e d u l e  
 

 Palm Sunday:  April  5  
  -  Youth Confirmation Reception, 8:00 am, Gym  
  -  Youth Confirmation Worship Service, 9:00 am  
  -  Out Abounds Contemporary Worship, 11:00 am/Communion  
 Maundy Thursday:  April  9, 4:00 & 7:00 pm/Communion  
 Good Friday :  April  10, Tenebra e Service: “Service of Darkness”, 7:00 pm  
 Holy Saturday :  April  11, 6:00 pm/Communion  
 Easter Sunday :  April  12, 9:00 a m Tra ditiona l & 11:00 am Out Abounds  
  Contemporary Worship Services/Communion  
  No Sunday School Classes, but please attend: 
  10:00 am -   Easter Egg Hunt for All  Ages up to 6th Grade  
   (Meet on the softbal l  f ield)  
   10:15 am -   Our Family Easter Breakfast hosted by the  
    Cafeteria Bible Study Group  
 

Please join us here at St.  John ’s for our upcoming Lenten Worship Services,  
Lenten Suppers and Holy Week & Easter Worship Services!  

Beginner Bibles’ for our Newest 3 Year Olds 
 

Every six months our church family  recognizes 
those children who have turned 3 years old.  
They are presented with their own ‘Beginner 
Bible’. 

 

Three year olds who will be receiving their Bibles at the 
three worship services on March 14th & 15th are:  Raea 
Blankenship, Mabel Foster, Avrom Nott, Leann Reese and 
Luke Thiergartner. 
 

They are welcomed into our Early Childhood Sunday School 
Classes in the church basement. 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN ’S!  

Welcome to St. John’s.  Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,  
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today.  If you are a guest or visitor we hope we 
have the chance to say hello.  If you would like to know more about our ministry, please speak with the person next 
to you, to the pastor, call the church office, or indicate when you sign the attendance form.  Sign in, please!  We ask 
all worshipers to sign in the attendance directory in order to  let us know of your presence with us enabling us to take 
better care of you. 
 

The Church Nursery:  Parents are welcome to take children to the nursery and stay with them during any part of the 
worship services. 
 

The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM).  Log on to www.lhm.org for more 
information and channels.  Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.   
 

St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM). 

 

Altar Flowers:  Happy birthday to our Jimmy in heaven, from Mom, Dad, Amanda, Julie and Families. 
 

Chancel Flowers:  The chancel flowers are in honor of Brooklyn Kleiber’s 20th birthday on Monday, March 9, from 
her parents. 

THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S                  MARCH 8-15, 2020 
 

TODAY      9:00 am Traditional Worship Service  
 03/08/20 10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study 
   Youth & Children Sunday School 
  10:00 am Youth Catechism Class 
  10:00 am EDS Meeting/Gymnasium 
  11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 
 

MONDAY   No School - Teacher In Service Day 
  6:30 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
  6:30 pm Stephen Ministers Training/Heritage House 
  8:00 pm Adult Volleyball Open Gym 
 

TUESDAY 11:30 am Ladies Aid Quilting 
  6:30 pm Handbell Choir Practice 
  7:00 pm Bd. of Admin. Meeting/Heritage House 
 

WEDNESDAY 1:30 pm ACES/Heritage House 
  4:00 pm  Midweek Lenten Worship Service 
  5:00 pm Lenten Supper hosted by LYF/YMO 
  7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship Service 
 

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting 
  8:00 pm Dartball 

 

SATURDAY 6:00 pm Blended Worship Service/Communion:   
   3 Year old Beginner Bible Presentation 
  7:00 pm CEA Family Dance/Gymnasium 
 

SUNDAY    3 Year Old Beginner Bible Presentation 
 03/15/20 9:00 am Traditional Worship Service/Communion 
    10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/  
   Youth & Children Sunday School 
  10:00 am Youth Catechism Class 
  11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service/Communion 

 

A L L  A G E S  S U N DAY  S C H O O L  
10:00 - 11:00 am 

 

Toddlers—School Preschool Room 

 

3’s - Kindergarten—Church Basement 

 

1st - 6th Grades—Gathering together in the school open 
common area (near the school library) and split into classes 
from there.  

 

7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—School 
Modulars 
 

High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth 
House 
 

Women’s Bible Study—School Loft 
 

Adult Bible Study—Cafeteria:  Topic, “We the People: 
Citizens of Two Kingdoms.” 
 

Adult Bible Study—Heritage House:  Class is cancelled 
for today, Sunday, March 8th.  We will resume meeting 
on March 15th. 
 

Adult Bible Study—Heritage House:  Week Study -   
 

Mon: No School   Tues: 2 Peter 2  
Wed: 2 Peter 3   Thurs: 2 Tim 1 

Friday: 2 Tim 2 

Elder, Deacon, Shepherd Meeting:  Please plan to attend the EDS meeting scheduled for TODAY, Sunday, 
March 8 at 10:00 am in the St. John’s School Gym.  Member visitation materials will be available at the meeting.  

Thank you for supporting this ministry! 

ACES will be playing Wednesday,  
March 11 at the Heritage House.   

We will be playing every Wednesday.   
We start at 1:30.  Cost is $1.00.   

 

Please join us and bring a friend. 
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Congregational Tithe 
Third Quarter Mission  
Opportunities of Fiscal 

Year 2019-20 
 

Ohio District LCMS - 50%,  
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%,  
Hearts for Jesus - 10%,  
Food for the Poor - 10%, LAMP - 10%,  
Kingdom Investment International - 10% 

 

Mobile Version of Online Giving:  St. John's 
offers a mobile version of our online giving 
page to make it easy for you to give by credit 
or  debit card anytime from your smart 
phone. Simply scan the image you see here 
using your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader! You  
may also go to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the 
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.   
 

Worship attendance for 02/29 and 03/01:  453 

Assisted Hearing Devices:  
Please speak to an usher to use 
one of these devices.  If you 
would like to purchase one of 
your own, or contribute to the purchase of  
additional units, please see Pastor Jack. 

 

‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items - Weekly Schedule:  Please submit  
articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman, Church Secre-
tary, by calling directly at  937-240-3004, dropping off articles to 
the office or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by 
NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON.  Thank you.  

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

Weekly Worship Bible Readings: For those of you who would like to study the Word ahead of the next 
weekends worship services, we are listing here in the N&N the Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.  

March 15 - Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7, Epistle: Romans 5:1-8, Gospel: John 4:5-30, 39-42                                                

GOLDEN EAGLES LENTEN SUPPER - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1st!  Once again your Golden Eagles Senior Ministry 
will be serving up our famous “Brat and Sauerkraut Dinner” on Wednesday evening April 1st beginning at  
5:00 pm!  Enjoy bratwurst sandwiches, hotdogs for the kids, sauerkraut, German potato salad and a variety of 
delicious homemade desserts!  We need your help preparing and serving the meal, so please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Marie Pfarr Room for opportunities to be involved in this great service event.  We ask for your 
attendance and support at this event as all profits will benefit our annual Military Salute.  This year’s event will 
take place Friday evening, June 12th as we host the “SINGING BUCKEYES” in concert!  Mark your calendars and 
plan to join us for this exciting evening of song as we recognize and honor our Veterans and military men and 
women!  Questions?  Contact Jeff or Carol Reinhard at 614-560-5085 or Mary Mayer at 937-642-2181.   
 

TOUR OF TOLLES CAREER AND TECHNICAL CENTER - FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD:  Located on Route 42, south of Plain 
City, Tolles Career and Technical Center offers a wide variety of specialized learning opportunities designed to 
prepare high school students for careers in fields such as Culinary Science, Firefighting and EMS, Information 
Technology, Auto Mechanics, Health Sciences, Hospitality, and much more than you might imagine... even adult 
education courses!  Join us for a tour of this state-of-the art campus on Friday, April 3rd.  Following our 
informative tour, we’ll enjoy lunch at the school’s student-run Saffron Restaurant!  We’ll travel aboard the 
church bus and car pool, so plan to meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 am on Friday morning.  Following our 
tour and lunch, we’ll make a stop on the way home at the Plain City Thrift Store, which is next door to The 
Cheese House... which has ICE CREAM!  Sign up for this day trip in the Marie Pfarr Room so we can tell the 
Saffron Restaurant how many will be dining.   
 

“ON THE ROAD AGAIN!”  “SPRINGTIME IN HOLLAND”... MICHIGAN THAT IS!  Join us for the ultimate Spring 
Time excursion... to Holland, Michigan, May 7 through 10th!  View hundreds of thousands of tulips in full 
bloom, as well as parades, “Klompen Dancers”, windmills, wooden shoes, a Delft factory, charming shops, 
entertainment and even a quilt show!  Pick up an itinerary in the Marie Pfarr Room to learn the complete 
details of this fun trip!  Since Pastor Tom and Sharon Hackett live in Holland, we plan to attend worship at Zion 
Lutheran Church on Sunday, May 10th, where Pastor Tom will be serving as interim Pastor!  What a great 
opportunity for a visit!  For full details of the trip, please pick up a copy of the itinerary in the Marie Pfarr Room.  
You will find a reservation form on the back of the itinerary and instructions on how to sign up!  You won’t want 
to miss this one!  For information, contact Jeff or Carol Reinhard at 614-560-5085 or Annie Scheiderer at 937-
349-4470.  
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MORE NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

LYF NEWS 
 3/11: LYF is hosting the Lenten meal. Meet at 4:30pm in the school cafeteria to set-up for the meal.  We 

will then serve, and clean up after, ending by 7:30pm.  
 

 3/25: LYF is hosting the Lenten meal again! Meet at 4pm in the school cafeteria to set-up for the meal.  We 
will then serve, and clean up after, ending by 7:30pm.  

 

 3/22: Can we breakout? LYF is headed to an escape room in Columbus! We will meet at the Youth House 
at 3:15 to head out. Our escape room(s) will be at 4pm and 4:15pm, and we will return to St. John's by 5:30. 
Each youth is asked to bring $5. As we will need an advance reservation, RSVP to Laura Zeiler by 3/15 if your 
youth is planning to attend! Please reach Laura at lauraezeiler@gmail.com or 913-549-0057 to RSVP. 

 

Ever considered joining LYF on a mission trip?! LYF is looking for adults to join us on our upcoming mission trip 
this summer to Imperial, Pennsylvania. In Imperial, our group will provide home repairs at no cost for elderly, 

disabled, and disadvantaged people, all while sharing the light of Christ to those we meet! As an adult  
chaperone, you will be encouraging leadership within our youth while on the worksites, as well as growing in our 

faith and fellowship together through daily devotions and worship programs. We will be in  
Imperial from June 21-27. If you are interested, please reach out to Laura Zeiler at 

lauraezeiler@gmail.com or 913-549-0057. It is guaranteed to be a fun-filled, fantastic week 
growing in Christ and our relationships with each other!  

mailto:lauraezeiler@gmail.com
mailto:lauraezeiler@gmail.com


 

 

To all on the Wreath Committee, 
On behalf of the Elmer (Marian) Gordon 
and David Scheiderer families, I would 
like to thank all the volunteers that 

ordered and placed the “Wreaths Across America” 
on the graves.  The cemetery always looks so nice 
and the added wreaths were beautiful.  Your 
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated by both 
families.  Sincerely, Ann Smith (Gordon) 

 

Mark Vollrath and family would like to thank 
everyone for their prayers for good health over the 
past year.  The support of church members through 

cards, letters and meals was greatly appreciated. 

NOTES & NEWS ITEMS  

The 3rd week session is titled, “The Journey of Grief – Part 1.”  This session features helpful goals 
one can set on your journey of grief, how to deal with those who try to rush you through grief, and 
how long the journey of grief typically lasts.  If you are grieving the death of a loved one, you are 

welcome to join us for any of the sessions being held on Thursday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the Plain 
City Presbyterian Church, 231 East Main Street, Plain City, OH 43064.  To register,  call or text Deaconess  
Janet Nicol at 614-561-7411.  

The March Golden Eagles meeting will 
be combined with the bi-monthly 

Meet & Eat gathering.   
Where:  Asian Stir Fresh Restaurant, 160 Emmaus Rd. 
Marysville 
Date and Time:  March 19, 2020 at 11:15 a.m. 

Plan to join us for food and fellowship.   
Please RSVP to Marge Morley - 937-644-4401.   

Hopefully we will have a large turnout and need to alert the 
restaurant to prepare tables. 

& 

Eat 

Come join New Path Pregnancy  
Resource Centers in their Annual 
Walk4Life!  We are coming TOGETHER 
FOR THE GOSPEL as two counties who 
love the message of LIFE!!   We will 
walk on Saturday, May 2nd in Richwood 

(Richwood Lake Park - 4 Lynn St.).  Please visit 
our website (www.newpathprc.com) for more 
details and to register!  All Walkers who register 
by April 10th will receive a FREE t-shirt!    

Comfort Quilts – Lutheran World Relief (LWF) sends quilts to groups around the world who distribute them to 
people needing a warm quilt to use as a cover or to wrap a baby or to carry their personal possessions.  We 
have been providing Comfort Quilts to LWF for several years.  Our quilts have gone to people in Tanzania, 
Republic of Georgia, Iraq, Mauritania, and Armenia.  We meet in the church basement the Wednesday 
following the Ladies’ Aid meeting day to assemble and tie these Comfort Quilts.  Then in October we take them 
to the drop off point in Waldo to be shipped to the distribution centers.  We invite you to join us to tie these 
quilts.  No quilting ability is needed, just the ability to tie a knot!  Upcoming Comfort Quilt Workdays:  
Wednesday, March 11; Wednesday, April 8; and Wednesday, May 13.  We meet 10 AM to 2 PM – come when 
you can and leave when you must.   

Order Your Easter Lilies 
 

The Flower Committee is taking 
orders for lilies to decorate the 
church for Easter. The cost for a lily is 

$7.50. Orders with payment can be placed in the flower 
box in the Marie Pfarr Room.  
 

The deadline for orders is Sunday, March 29.  
 

The lilies may be picked up after the Easter services on 
Easter Sunday. Please contact any Flower Committee 
member with questions. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

VBS Leadership Team first meeting will be Sunday, March 29th at 11 am in the cafeteria.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend!  We always welcome new ideas and helpers, and this year we know we need a 
new snack person and some additional publicity/follow up help.  Any hours spent with VBS count 
toward Engagement scholarship hours.  Also, if you have feedback or ideas from last year’s VBS,  

please feel free to come out and share with us, or contact Amanda Moore with questions - 937-243-7471. 
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Today’s Bible Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 12:1-9 
 

Abram (which means Father of Height, or Exalted Father), before God renamed him Abraham  
(which means Father of Many Nations), received a call from God to leave the secure and familiar surroundings 

of his family home to an unknown land. God did not tell him where this land was, or as far as we know even 
how to get there ahead of time (perhaps he led Abram there as he led his descendants hundreds of years later 
through the desert). Imagine God told you to pack up everything and just move! God gives him nothing to go  

on but a promise of blessing and prosperity. And Abram went - he willingly surrendered the seen  
for the unseen at the Word of the Lord. 

 

1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in 
Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed 
through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar 
to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and 
called upon the name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.   
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading:  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
 

As an old hymn has said, “Faith is the victory.” In this passage, Paul writes to the predominantly Gentile church 
in Rome about Abraham, the father of not only the Jewish people, but of people of faith. In most man-made 

religion and culture, a person gains status and rewards through their own effort and striving. God used 
Abraham as a model to show His faithfulness to those who trust in Him. The righteousness that comes by faith 

in God is the result of recognizing His great Power to work within us and does not depend on our own good 
works to earn God’s promises. The lesson of Abraham is a powerful one, God’s promises can only be accessed  

by grace through faith and not by works. 
 

1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages 
are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom 
God counts righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  13For the promise 
to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.  16That is why 
it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not 
only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 
all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.   
 

 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

+ 14 + 



 

 

Holy Gospel:  John 3:1-17 
 

In this passage we read about an “after hours” meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus, a high-ranking 
religious official. Although Nicodemus recognizes Jesus power as coming from God - he completely misses the 
deeper action of God working his plan of salvation and inaugurating his kingdom through Jesus. Nicodemus 
was not looking for a personal “rebirth” or spiritual transformation but was looking for the coming reign of 
the Messiah and exaltation of the Jewish people on earth. The kingdom of God has nothing to do with race, 
spiritual pedigree, or even the religious observance of pious people. Instead, in order to be a part of and to 
“see” this kingdom, one needs to be given a new spiritual life. If ever we mistakenly think that this work of 

God is intended for only a select few, this passage reminds us that God loves the world - that includes 
everyone, even those who are opposed to God. God’s motive is to love, and his objective is salvation.  

The way to salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ, and the scope of this  
salvation extends to all who would believe in him. 

 

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he 
is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what 
we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.” 
 

 Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

+ 15 + 



 

 


