Transfiguration Sunday
February 22-23, 2020

Green is the liturgical color of the Epiphany season. The season begins, however, with white on the Epiphany
of Our Lord (January 6) and ends with white on the Transfiguration of Our Lord. White is the color used for
festivals of our Lord Jesus: Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, plus the Circumcision and Name of Jesus,
Presentation, Annunciation, and Visitation. Thus, we come to hear Jesus speak to us today. Today is about the
“confirmation” of our Lord’s messianic call on the Mount of Transfiguration as recorded in the Gospel, Mt
17:1–9 (also Mk 9:2–9; Lk 9:28–36). The Old Testament Reading is about the confirmation of the covenant on
Mount Sinai as recorded in Exodus 24. The breathtaking theophany and meal on Mount Sinai with Moses,
Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy elders of Israel lead to and introduce the detailed prescriptions for the
tabernacle/temple worship as the place filled with the glory of the Lord (chs 25–40; especially 40:34–38) and
foreshadow the awesome theophany of our Lord with Moses, Elijah, Peter, James, and John on the Mount of
Transfiguration and ultimately the Lord’s Supper. Quite appropriately, Lent begins three days after
Transfiguration Sunday on Ash Wednesday.
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Equipping the family of God to joyfully and boldly make disciples of Christ as we
KNOW Jesus and one another, GROW to be more like Him and
SOW His love in Word and deed.

6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Blended Worship Service
Kevin Vollrath – Accompanist
“The Transfiguration” - Exodus 24:8-18
God’s revelation to His people is a demonstration of His love and His grace for
them. Of course, we are overwhelmed by it, by the thought of it. But at every
turn the revelation of God confirms to us that Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is
not in vain, that we need not live in fear, but that we should live by faith in
Him. And a revelation of this kind provides us with another word from God
about the hope of glory that lies ahead of us, no matter what we have to endure here on
earth. Only in Christ is there any hope of passing beyond the grave to glory. The
Transfiguration reminds us that God-sized transformations are happening all around us.
Sometimes they can be found in the small things in life and sometimes it is in the big things in
life. But in order to see them, we need to follow Jesus up that mountain, we need to open
our eyes to witness the presence of God and we need to believe that what we are seeing is
real and true.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
OPENING SONG

“’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”

LSB 414

INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
PRAYER OF THE DAY
[Bible readings found on page 12 of this worship program]

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 24:8-18
EPISTLE READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9
SERMON HYMN

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

LSB 417

SERMON MESSAGE: “The Transfiguration” - Exodus 24:8-18
APOSTLES CREED (as found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After Each Petition

P: … Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER (as found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.”
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

LSB 411

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
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9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Traditional Worship Service
Kevin Vollrath – Organist
Divine Service Setting Three, LSB page 184
“The Transfiguration” - Exodus 24:8-18
God’s revelation to His people is a demonstration of His love and His grace for them. Of
course, we are overwhelmed by it, by the thought of it. But at every turn the revelation of
God confirms to us that Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is not in vain, that we need not live
in fear, but that we should live by faith in Him. And a revelation of this kind provides us with
another word from God about the hope of glory that lies ahead of us, no matter what we
have to endure here on earth. Only in Christ is there any hope of passing beyond the grave to glory. The
Transfiguration reminds us that God-sized transformations are happening all around us. Sometimes they can
be found in the small things in life and sometimes it is in the big things in life. But in order to see them, we
need to follow Jesus up that mountain, we need to open our eyes to witness the presence of God and we
need to believe that what we are seeing is real and true.
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”

LSB 414

Confession and Absolution - LSB Pg. 184
Service of the Word - LSB Pg. 186
INTROIT
Psalm 99:1–5; antiphon: v. 9
Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy | mountain;*
for the Lord our God is | holy!
The Lord reigns; let the peoples | tremble!*
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the | earth quake!
The Lord is great in | Zion;*
he is exalted over all the | peoples.
Let them praise your great and | awesome name!*
Ho- | ly is he!
The King in his might loves | justice.*
You have established equity; you have executed justice and righteousness in | Jacob.
Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his | footstool!*
Ho- | ly is he!
KYRIE

LSB 186

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

LSB 187

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

LSB 189

[Bible readings found on page 12 of this worship program]

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 24:8-18
EPISTLE READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21
ALLELUIA and VERSE

LSB 190

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
SERMON HYMN

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

LSB 417

SERMON MESSAGE: “The Transfiguration” - Exodus 24:8-18
OFFEERTORY

LSB 192

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

LSB 196

OFFERINGS OF OUR TIME, TALENTS & TREASURES
“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to recognize and
submit to you as our Lord.”
BENEDICTION
HYMN TO DEPART

LSB 202
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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LSB 411

11:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Out

Abounds Contemporary Worship Service
with the Out Abounds Praise Band

“The Transfiguration” - Exodus 24:8-18

God’s revelation to His people is a demonstration of His love and His grace for them.
Of course, we are overwhelmed by it, by the thought of it. But at every turn the
revelation of God confirms to us that Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is not in vain,
that we need not live in fear, but that we should live by faith in Him. And a revelation
of this kind provides us with another word from God about the hope of glory that lies
ahead of us, no matter what we have to endure here on earth. Only in Christ is there
any hope of passing beyond the grave to glory. The Transfiguration reminds us that
God-sized transformations are happening all around us. Sometimes they can be found in the small
things in life and sometimes it is in the big things in life. But in order to see them, we need to follow
Jesus up that mountain, we need to open our eyes to witness the presence of God and we need to
believe that what we are seeing is real and true.

Gathering Praise
Time of Greeting and The Out

Abounds Grace-Away

 We Lift Our Hearts in Worship 
Time of Praise and Worship
“Jesus Son Of God”
You came down from Heaven's throne, this earth You formed was not Your home
A love like this the world had never known
A crown of thorns to mock Your name, forgiveness fell upon Your face
A love like this the world had never known
On the altar of our praise let there be no higher name, Jesus Son of God
You laid down Your perfect life, You are the sacrifice, Jesus Son of God
You are Jesus Son of God
You took our sin You bore our shame, You rose to life You defeated the grave
And a love like this the world has never known
You took our sin You bore our shame, You rose to life You defeated the grave
A love like this the world has never known
On the altar of our praise let there be no higher name, Jesus Son of God
You laid down Your perfect life, You are the sacrifice, Jesus Son of God
You are Jesus Son of God
Be lifted higher than all You've overcome! Your name be louder than any other song!
There is no power that can come against Your love!
The cross was enough - The cross was enough The cross was enough - The cross was enough
On the altar of our praise let there be no higher name, Jesus Son of God
You laid down Your perfect life, You are the sacrifice, Jesus Son of God
You are Jesus Son of God
On the altar of our praise let there be no higher name, Jesus Son of God
You laid down Your perfect life, You are the sacrifice, Jesus Son of God
You are Jesus Son of God
Be lifted higher than all You've overcome! Your name be louder than any other song!
There is no power that can come against Your love!
The cross was enough! The cross was enough!
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Be lifted higher than all You've overcome! Your name be louder than any other song!
There is no power that can come against Your love!
The cross was enough! The cross was enough!
Be lifted higher than all You've overcome! Your name be louder than any other song!
There is no power that can come against Your love!
The cross was enough! The cross was enough! The cross was enough! The cross was enough!
The cross was enough! The cross was enough!
CCLI Song # 6223539 Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Matt Maher © 2012 Sixsteps Songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Worship Together Music (Admin. by
EMI Christian Music Publishing) A Thousand Generations Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Valley Of Songs Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music
Publishing) Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Sony/ATV Timber Publishing (Admin. by Sony/ATV Sounds LLC) Open Hands Music (Admin. by
Sony/ATV Sounds LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716

Invocation
Opening Prayer
Time of Confession and Forgiveness
Baptism of Clark Allen Rivard
Response Song
“Great Are You Lord”
You give life, You are love - You bring light to the darkness
You give hope, You restore ev'ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord!
It's Your breath in our lungs so we pour out our praise - We pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs so we pour out our praise to You only!
And all the earth will shout Your praise! Our hearts will cry these bones will sing
Great are You Lord!
CCLI Song # 6460220 David Leonard | Jason Ingram | Leslie Jordan © 2012 Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))
Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Open Hands Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) So Essential
Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 692716

Children’s Sermon

 We Hear God’s Word 
[Bible readings found on page 12 of this worship program]

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 24:8-18
Epistle Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Holy Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon Message: “The Transfiguration” - Exodus 24:8-18

 We Respond to God’s Word 
Affirmation of Faith

 We Pray 
Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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Offerings of Our Time, Talents & Treasures

“Lord, we are yours. This represents our heart, our attitude, our spirit, and our willingness to
recognize and submit to you as our Lord.

 We Depart in Peace 
Benediction
Closing Song
“Glorious”
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious You are over us - You shall reign glorious
We lift our hands in praise to You - Lift our hearts in worship to You Lord!
We lift our voice to You and sing - Our greatest love will ever be
You Lord! You Lord!
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
There is a King that we adore with humble hearts we bow before
You Lord! There is a place we long to be - Yes face to face we long to see
You Lord! You Lord!
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious over us - You shall reign glorious
Glorious You are over us - You shall reign glorious
CCLI Song No. 4674135 © 2006 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by EMI Christian
Music Publishing) | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License No. 692716
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NOTES AND NEWS

Lenten Worship Schedule
Ash Wednesday:
Midweek Lenten Services:
Lenten Suppers:

February 26, 4:00 & 7:00 pm/Communion & Distribution of
Ashes
March 4, 11, 18, 25, & April 1, 4:00 & 7:00 pm
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm in the School Cafeteria

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Palm Sunday:

Maundy Thursday:
Good Friday:
Holy Saturday:
Easter Sunday:

April 5
- Youth Confirmation Reception, 8:00 am, Gym
- Youth Confirmation Worship Service, 9:00 am
- Out Abounds Contemporary Worship, 11:00 am/Communion
April 9, 4:00 & 7:00 pm/Communion
April 10, Tenebra e Service: “Service of Darkness”, 7:00 pm
April 11, 6:00 pm/Communion
April 12, 9:00 a m Tra ditiona l & 11:00 a m Out Abounds
Contemporary Worship Services/Communion
No Sunday School Classes, but please attend:
10:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt for All Ages up to 6th Grade
(Meet on the softball field)
10:15 am - Our Family Easter Breakfast hosted by the
Cafeteria Bible Study Group

Please join us here at St. John ’s for our upcoming Lenten Worship Services,
Lenten Suppers and Holy Week & Easter Worship Services!
JOIN US on Wednesday, February 26,
“SOS - Shepherding Our
2020, for our Ash Wednesday Lenten
Strays” Bible Study
Supper, hosted by St. John’s Preschool
Pastor Jack will lead this
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the
Bible study in the cafeteria
cafeteria. The menu consists of Spaghetti, Fruit Jell-O on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 10am. Learn how to reach out
Salad, Assorted Breads, Butterscotch Pudding Cake
to family and friends who have strayed away from
and Beverages. Come out and have a great meal while fellowship with Christ!
supporting our Preschool & Alternative Kindergarten
There is one body yet many members. 1 Cor 12
with a free will offering, and join us for Ash
Christ has called each Christian to help care for
Wednesday services at 4:00 or 7:00 p.m. in the church
the needs of the others.
sanctuary.
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W E L C O ME TO S T. J O H N ’ S !
Welcome to St. John’s. Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We pray that you will encounter Christ,
the Living Word, and in a new way experience His mercy and grace today. If you are a guest or visitor we hope we
have the chance to say hello. If you would like to know more about our ministry, please speak with the person next
to you, to the pastor, call the church office, or indicate when you sign the attendance form. Sign in, please! We ask
all worshipers to sign in the attendance directory in order to let us know of your presence with us enabling us to take
better care of you.
The Church Nursery: Parents are welcome to take children to the nursery and stay with them during any part of the
worship services.
The Lutheran Hour is on the radio Sunday mornings at 7:00am on WLW (700 AM). Log on to www.lhm.org for more
information and channels. Jim Vandre, LHM Ambassador.
St. John’s Radio Program airs Sunday mornings at 8:30am on local channel WQTT (1270 AM & 98.7 FM).
Altar Flowers: The altar flowers are placed today in memory of Joe Clark’s February 23rd birthday.
THE LORD’S WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
TODAY
02/23/20

9:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
6:00 pm

MONDAY

TUESDAY

FEB. 23-MARCH 1, 2020

Transfiguration Sunday
Traditional Worship Service
Adult & Young Adult Bible Study
Youth & Children Sunday School
SOS Adult Bible Study led by
Pastor Jack/Cafeteria
Youth Catechism Class
Contemporary Worship Service
LYF: Devotions & Games/Youth House

6:30 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
6:30 pm Stephen Ministers Training/Heritage House
8:00 pm Adult Volleyball Open Gym
11:30 am
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

WEDNESDAY

1:30 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

Ladies Aid Quilting
Shrove Pancake Dinner: Hosted by the CEA
Handbell Choir Practice
All Boards Meeting/Heritage House
Ash Wednesday
ACES/Heritage House
Ash Wednesday Worship/Communion
Ash Wednesday Lenten Supper
Ash Wednesday Worship/Communion

THURSDAY 12:00 pm Ladies Aid Quilting
8:00 pm Dartball

Toddlers—School Preschool Room
3’s - Kindergarten—Church Basement
1st - 6th Grades—Gathering together in the school open
common area (near the school library) and split into classes
from there.
7th & 8th Grade Youth Catechism Class—School
Modulars
High School Youth “Cornerstone Discipleship”—Youth
House
Women’s Bible Study—School Loft
Adult Bible Study—Cafeteria: TODAY, Feb. 16 & Feb. 23:
“SOS - Shepherding Our Strays” Bible Study led by
Pastor Jack
Adult Bible Study—Heritage House: Class is cancelled,
today, Feb. 23rd. We will resume class with a new
topic on March 1.
Adult Bible Study—Heritage House: Week Study Mon: Titus 1 Tues: Titus 2
Wed: Titus 3 Thurs: 1 Peter 1 Friday: 1 Peter 2

ACES will be playing Wednesday,

FRIDAY

1:00 pm Golden Eagles Memorial Hospital Cardiac
“Heart” Presentation/Heritage House

SATURDAY

6:00 pm Blended Worship Service/Communion

SUNDAY
03/01/20

A L L A G E S S U N DAY S C H O O L
10:00 - 11:00 am

9:00 am Traditional Worship Service/Communion
10:00 am Adult & Young Adult Bible Study/
Youth & Children Sunday School
10:00 am Youth Catechism Class
11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service/Communion
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February 26 at the Heritage House.
We will be playing every Wednesday
this winter. We start at 1:30. Cost is
$1.00. Please join us and bring a friend.

LYF NEWS
Please join us TONIGHT, February
23rd at the Youth House at 6:00 pm
for devotions and games.
Hope to see everyone there!

N O T E S & N E W S I T E MS
Thank you for your prayers for the
Epiphany Prison Ministry weekend at
Pickaway Correctional. 24 of the 25
young men accepted the cross necklace which
indicated they wanted to follow Jesus!!! The weekend
was amazing! We appreciate your support and
interest. Jeanne and Cheri.
We would like to thank everyone for the cards, phone
calls, messages and flowers that we received after the
death of our son-in-law, Eric Zahn, on February
1st. Thanks for all of the prayers for him while he was
sick. Even though he had cancer, his death was a
surprise even for his doctors. Please continue to pray
for our daughter, Janice, and our grandsons, Frederic, a
Freshman at Perdue, Warren, a Junior in High School,
and Martin a Fifth Grader. Several people asked for her
address: Janice Zahn (The Zahn Family), 5345 Miami
Road, Cincinnati, OH 45243. Thanks again for all your
prayers.
GriefShare February 27, 2020: The spring
cycle of GriefShare begins on Thursday
evenings (13 weeks - 2/27-5/28) from 6-8pm
at the Plain City Presbyterian Church, 231 East Main St.,
Plain City. Each session is “self-contained,” so you do not
have to attend in sequence. The 1st session is titled "Is This
Normal?". There is a $15 suggested donation, which covers
the cost of the workbook. To register, please call or text
Deaconess Janet Nicol at 614-561-7411.

Weekly Worship Bible Readings: For those of you who would like to study the Word ahead of the next
weekends worship services, we are listing here in the N&N the Bible readings that Pastor Jack will be using.
March 1 - Old Testament: Genesis 3:1-21, Epistle: Romans 5:12-19, Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
Mobile Version of Online Giving: St. John's
offers a mobile version of our online giving
page to make it easy for you to give by credit
or debit card anytime from your smart
phone. Simply scan the image you see here
using your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader! You
may also go to stjohnsmarysville.org and click on the
"Electronic Giving" button and follow the easy directions.
Worship attendance for 02/15 and 02/16: 325
‘NOTES & NEWS’ Items - Weekly Schedule: Please submit
articles and announcements to Regina Bullerman, Church Secretary, by calling directly at 937-240-3004, dropping off articles to
the office or emailing them to rbullerman@sjsmarysville.org, by
NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, AT NOON. Thank you.
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Congregational Tithe
Third Quarter Mission
Opportunities of Fiscal
Year 2019-20
Ohio District LCMS - 50%,
Youth Mission Outreach - 10%,
Hearts for Jesus - 10%,
Food for the Poor - 10%, LAMP - 10%,
Kingdom Investment International - 10%

Assisted Hearing Devices:
Please speak to an usher to use
one of these devices. If you
would like to purchase one of
your own, or contribute to the purchase of
additional units, please see Pastor Jack.

M O R E NO T E S & NE W S I T E MS
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR by becoming a Union County Neighbor to
Neighbor volunteer! Volunteers accept the assignments they
prefer at the time that suits the volunteer, making this a flexible
and simple way to serve. UCN2N offers opportunities for families or groups to volunteer together, for teens to
serve on their own, and for very young children to accompany their parents, learning the joys of service from an
early age. Our next orientation session is Thursday, February 27 at the Marysville Public Library. Chose from
10:30AM-noon OR 6:00-7:30PM. RSVP to volunteers@ucn2n.org.
Ladies A Wing & A Prayer Gathering
Cheryl Leeds will be hosting our get together
with a pizza and movie night at her house,
TODAY, Sunday, February 23rd, at 5:00 pm.
Pizza will be provided. Ladies, please bring a
beverage of your choice. All ladies of St. John’s
are welcome and we hope you’ll bring a friend.
Cheryl’s address is: 12945 Maple Ridge Rd.
Milford Center
Please RSVP by Friday, February 21st to Dorinda
(623-466-5511) or Cheryl (937-597-0581).

SJS Board of Christian Education Scholarships: The
Church and School wish to partner with you and your family
if you desire your child to attend St. John's. We are blessed to
have the school as a huge mission of our ministry. Did you
know that you have the opportunity to do this through BOCE
Scholarships (Worship, Engagement, and Multi-Child), Private
Funded Scholarship, Tuition Assistance, and the Ohio
Department of Education (Ed Choice and Ed Choice
Expansion)? Please contact the school office or Mr. Rausch if
you have any questions at: office@sjsmarysville.org or
937-644-5540 and rrausch@sjsmarysville.org or 937-240-3003

GOLDEN EAGLE NEWS…
NOTE: DATE & DR. CHANGE FOR THIS EVENT: IT’S HEART
HEALTH MONTH! On Friday, FEBRUARY 28th, at 2:00pm, your
Golden Eagles will welcome Dr. Vince Brinkman (Dr. Michael
Donnally’s parner), Memorial Hospital Cardiologist, who will
share information on heart and vascular disease, treatment
options, and prevention. Following a short lecture, Dr.
Brinkman will answer questions and share tips for keeping
your heart healthy! Refreshments will be provided. As it’s
almost Valentine’s Day......take care of your SWEET.....HEART!
See you on the 28th at the Heritage House!
“ON THE ROAD AGAIN!” “SPRINGTIME IN HOLLAND”...
MICHIGAN THAT IS! Join us for the ultimate Spring Time
excursion... to Holland, Michigan, May 7 through 10th! View
hundreds of thousands of tulips in full bloom, as well as
parades, “Klompen Dancers”, windmills, wooden shoes, a
Delft factory, charming shops, entertainment and even a quilt
show! Pick up an itinerary in the Marie Pfarr room to learn
the complete details of this fun trip! Since Pastor Tom and
Sharon Hackett live in Holland, we plan to attend worship at
Zion Lutheran Church on Sunday, May 10th, where Pastor
Tom will be serving as interim Pastor! What a great
opportunity for a visit! For full details of the trip, please pick
up a copy of the itinerary in the Marie Pfarr room. You will
find a reservation form on the back of the itinerary and
instructions on how to sign up! You won’t want to miss this
one!
For information, contact Jeff or Carol Reinhard at
614-560-5085 or Annie Scheiderer at 937-349-4470.
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Today’s Bible Readings
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 24:8-18
God invites Moses to ascend the mountain and enter into the cloud that covered it - passing into the presence of God. What must it
have been like to be in the presence of God’s glory on Mount Sinai? To the Israelites below, it looked like “a devouring fire.” But from
within the cloud? We are not told. We do know that when Moses finally did descend, his face shone brightly with God’s glory. There
are times God calls us to places that appear to be in the midst of the fire, or shrouded in mystery like a cloud that we cannot see into.
But surely to follow His call means to move closer into His living presence, and to be touched by His glory.

8

And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made
with you in accordance with all these words.” 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the
very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate
and drank. 12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of
stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses rose with his assistant
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you.
And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.” 15Then Moses went up on the
mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six
days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the
Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud
and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21

16

In this passage Peter reminds the church of his eyewitness account of the Transfiguration - a moment surely emblazoned in his
memory. There are times where we confuse the message with the messenger and then minimize the importance of the message.
We need to take special care when reflecting on the identity of Christ and remember that it was the voice of God who spoke the
words, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased,” in the presence of three eye witnesses. We were not on the
mount of Transfiguration with Peter, but When we proclaim Christ’s identity as the Son of God - we are repeating the
very words of God, not our own.

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was
borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves heard this very
voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic
word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.
21
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
God’s revelation to His people is a demonstration of His love and His grace for them. Of course we are overwhelmed by it, by the
thought of it. But at every turn the revelation of God confirms to us that Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is not in vain, that we need
not live in fear, but that we should live by faith in Him. And a revelation of this kind provides us with another word from God about
the hope of glory that lies ahead of us, no matter what we have to endure here on earth. Only in Christ is there any hope of passing
beyond the grave to glory. The Transfiguration reminds us that God-sized transformations are happening all around us. Sometimes
they can be found in the small things in life and sometimes it is in the big things in life. But in order to see them, we need to follow
Jesus up that mountain, we need to open our eyes to witness the presence of God and we need to believe that
what we are seeing is real and true.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
1
After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
2
And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3And behold,
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If
you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased; listen to him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and
touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9And
as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised
from the dead.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
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