St. John’s Lutheran Church

The Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany
January 28, 2024

Morning Prayer - LSB p. 235
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“Experiencing and sharing the love of Jesus Christ”
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Announcements & Prayer

(Please rise)

Opening Hymn - "Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" LSB 528
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1 Oh, for a thou - sand tongues to sing My
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my  God, As -
3Je - sus! The name that charms our fears, That
4 He breaks the pow’r of can - celed sin; He
6 See all your  sins on Je - sus laid; The
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great Re - deem -er’s  praise, The glo - ries of my
sist me to pro - claim, To spread through all the
bids our sor - rows cease; *Tis mu - sic in the
sets the pris - 'ner free. His blood can make the
Lamb of God was slain. His soul was once an
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God and King, The tri - umphs  of His grace!
earth a - broad, The hon - ors of Thy name.
sin - ner’s ears, *Tis life and health and peace.
foul - est clean; His blood a - vails for me.
of - f’ring made For ev - 'ry soul of man.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth shall declare Your praise.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PR

Alleluia, alleluia!

(P) Give glory to God, our light and our life.

O come, let us worship Him.

Venite (Spoken Responsively)

(P) O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
(P} Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.
(P) For the Lord is a great God

and a great king above all gods.

(P} In His hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are His also.
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The sea is His, for He made it;

and His hand formed the dry land.

O come, let us worship and bow down;

let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.

For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Give glory to God, our light and our life.

O come, let us worship Him.

(Please Be Seated)
READINGS

Old Testament Reading - Deuteronomy 18:15-20 (p. 161)

15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the Lord your God at
Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of
the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest | die.” 77And the Lord said to me,
‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18| will raise up for them a prophet like you
from among their brothers. And | will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to
them all that | command him. 1*And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall
speak in my name, | myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to
speak a word in my name that | have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in
the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading - 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (p.956)

1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something,
he does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by
God. 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no
real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there may be so-called
gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
"However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with
idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is

defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no
better off if we do. °But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. 1°For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an
idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to
idols? 1"And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom
Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it
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is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will
never eat meat, lest | make my brother stumble.

O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading - Mark 1:21-28 (p. 836)

21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered the
synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 2And immediately there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the
Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of

him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out
of him. 27And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying,
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the
surrounding region of Galilee

P O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

(P} In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Children’s Message

Sermon Hymn - "Son of God, Eternal Savior" LSB 842
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son  of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, Source of life and
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truth  and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and  pas - sion,
truth  and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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Hal -lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal-lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo - ry, For Your own will
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of
toil - ing, By Your

will - ing  That

ev - er

S~—

plead: Fill
land and sea;
si - lent hours of
Your peo - ple should be

é

us with Your

We but stew-ards
pain, Quench our fe - vered
one, Grant, O grant our

y T —— 1 : 8
love and  pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst  of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - i - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.
Sermon

(Please rise)

Our Response “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” LSB 940
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise Thy name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tiall hymn An - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, thea - pos - tless ho - ly train Join Thy sa - cred
4 Thou art King of Glo - ry, Christ; Son of God, yet
A5 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore Thee. All on earth Thy scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; Cher - u - bim and ser - a-phim,
name to  hal - low; Proph - ets swell the glad re - frain,
born of Mar - y. For us sin - ners sac - 1i - ficed,
three  we name Thee; Though in es - sence on - ly one,
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All  in heav’n a - bove a - dore Thee. In - fi - nite Thy
In  un-ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, Fill  the heav'ns with
And the white - robed mar - tyrs fol - low, And from morn to
As to death a Trib - u - tar - Y, First to break the
Un - di-vid - ed God we claimThee And, a - dor - ing,

vast do-main, Ev - er - last - ing is Thy reign.
sweet ac-cord: Ho - ly, ho - ly ho - ly Lord!
set of sun  Through the Church the song goes on.
bars of death, Thou hast o - pened heav’n to faith.
bend the knee While we  own the mys - ter - y.



(Please Be Seated)
Offering and Choir Anthem
Prayers (Please rise)

Collect of the Day

()

We pray together the Collect of the Day

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Collect for Grace

P

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger,
but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your
sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P} Having experienced the love of Jesus Christ we go to continue...

Experiencing and sharing the love of Jesus Christ.

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -1+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.

Amen.



Scattering Hymn - “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In - car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’'ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let wus
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With  the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.




St. John's Lutheran Church
January 28 - February 3, 2024

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Robert Sorenson.

Today 12p  Congregation Meeting
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CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Study 2 Corinthians 10-13 on Sharper Iron
(weekdays at 9:00 a.m.), study Lamentations 2-4 plus Free Text First Friday on Thy
Strong Word (weekdays at 12 noon), and hear from Higher Things pastors on their
journeys into church work on our Set Apart to Serve series on The Coffee Hour (2/2 at
10:00 a.m.). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio

app!

Join Us for a Longwood Basketball Game - February 10th at 3 pm the Longwood
Lancers (14-7) are playing the Winthrop Eagles in the new Joan Perry Brock center.
Come and cheer on the hometown Lancers to victory and enjoy some fellowship.
Tickets are $12. If you're interested speak to Pastor by Sunday, February 4th.

Send your announcements to Carolyn
Dove at secretary@stjohnsfarmville.org

(Weekly deadline is Thursday at 9a)
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