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Power to Change Our World
This morning there were two more mass shootings and the news anchor 
lamented that we can’t seem to fix this problem - nothing ever changes.  
They’re right of course.  People have been killing each other since Cain 
killed Abel in Genesis 4.  Perhaps we haven’t been able to change anything 
because the root cause goes all the way back to the sinful human nature 
we inherited from our parents and until we do something about the sin at 
war in our hearts we won’t see change.  In other words, we’re trying to 
tackle a huge problem with small solutions.  That’s like asking a child to 
move a boulder and then being disappointed that nothing changed.  
Change is possible!  Just ask a friend with a front loader to come and move 
it.  We need a solution bigger than our problem. 
The sin that you and I struggle with is too big for us to handle.  But not for 
our friend with a front loader.  “For our sake [God the Father] made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)  God sends Jesus to take all of our sins and 
pay the price for them upon the cross.  The change is dramatic.  Jesus who 
knew no sin became sin.  You and I who were sinful become the 
righteousness of God.  Listen as God describes the profound nature of that 
change.  “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses.”  (Colossians 2:13)  That’s incredible 
change!  From dead to alive, from dark to light (Ephesians 5:8) and from 
lost to found (Luke 15:32) God effects incredible change.  This change in 
how God sees us is immediate the moment God gives us faith that His son 
died for our sins.
But God’s not done!  Spending time in God’s presence changes us in more 
ways than one.  “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another.”  (2 Corinthians 3:18)  After the veil has been removed from our 
face (God brings us to faith) we watch in awe as that front loader (Jesus) 
takes away our sins day after day.  We encounter the glory of the Lord as 
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we read our Bibles, celebrate our baptism and go to the Lord’s Supper and 
that glory changes the way we love the Lord and the way we love our 
neighbors.  In the presence of an almighty God we are changed so that the 
fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control) is present in our life.  
So if you want to change the world spend some time with the Almighty!

Our Journey through Lent - Promised Treasure
“And [Jesus] said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for 
the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.’”  Matthew 13:52
This Lenten season, we have a fresh opportunity to embrace God’s 
amazing love for us, His baptized children, in new ways.  St. Paul clearly 
says that “faith comes from hearing” (Romans 10:17), but the Gospel is also 
communicated through the physical senses of sight, smell, touch, and 
taste.  Jesus mentions that a good teacher not only brings out new 
treasures but reminds people of old and rich treasures as well.  
So, each Wednesday in Lent, we will take a weekly journey to concretely 
see, smell, touch, and taste a number of biblical elements.  Our Lenten 
series is called Promised Treasures.  Just as Israel wandered through the 
wilderness under Moses for forty years, awaiting the Promised Land, we 
await heaven in the wilderness of this life.  Life as exiles in the wilderness of 
this world is not easy and pain-free.  In this vale of tears, we await our real 
home, the new promised land of heaven.  Until we enter our eternal 
promised land, however, the Lord calls us to be His light in this dark world 
(see Colossians 3; Ephesians 4).  This series will begin with ashes, then 
proceed to salt, water, light, bread, and finally, palms.  
Then, during Holy Week, the focus shifts toward water and blood, wood, 
fragrant oil, and finally, on Easter, milk and honey.  All these beautiful Old 
and New Testament elements will remind you of God’s eternal love in 
Christ, fill you with renewed hope, and increase your joy, knowing that 
because we are His baptized children, God is near to us now more than 
ever.
This series from Concordia Publishing House will begin with our celebration 
of Ash Wednesday on February 22nd at 7 pm and continue each 
Wednesday at 7 pm.  We hope you’ll join us.
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Mission of the Month - Pregnancy Support Center
Our Mission of the Month (MOM) for August is the Pregnancy Support 
Center of Southside Virginia.  The Pregnancy Support Center (PSC) has 
been dedicated to helping women, men and families impacted by 
pregnancy in the Southside Virginia area since they opened their doors in 
1984.  Since inception, they have assisted over 8,000 clients.  They are a 
non-profit organization, and all of their services are free and confidential.
The PSC serves the counties of Amelia, Appomattox, Buckingham, 
Charlotte, Cumberland, Lunenburg, Nottoway and Prince Edward with their 
main office being in Farmville and satellite offices in the counties of Amelia, 
Appomattox, Buckingham and coming soon . . . Charlotte.
They serve those who have been impacted by pregnancy by offering lab-
quality pregnancy testing, limited obstetric ultrasound, options counseling, 
incentive-based classes in prenatal, infant care, toddler, parenting, 
fatherhood and co-parenting, and post-abortive support.  These services 
allow their trained staff and volunteers to introduce hope through informed, 
quality, Christ-centered care.  
The need for their services is great, and their funding is almost entirely 
provided by the generosity of churches, individuals and organizations.  You 
can support PSC by remembering them in your prayers and making a 
financial gift by designating your check for MOM during the month of 
February.  Supporting the PSC is a great way to love neighbors who are 
going through a challenging ti

Foundation of Faith
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  Romans 15:13
“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold.”  2 Corinthians 3:12
“Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which He has called you.”  Ephesians 1:18
“We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul - a hope.”  
Hebrews 6:19
These are just some of the verses which talk about what God does for us.  
Our faith gives us hope.  Not the whimsical desire for something better.  But 
the sure and certain knowledge that something better is already ours.  A 
hope which makes us bold and holds us steady in the midst of the turmoil 
that life throws at us.
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A new group is meeting to explore the basis for this kind of radical hope.  
Weekly beginning on Wednesday, February 8th at 7 pm a group of adults is 
going to get together to talk about this hope that God gives us.  I anticipate 
that we will meet for about eleven weeks for about an hour.  This is a great 
way to become familiar with the foundational teachings of Christianity as the 
church has understood them for over 2,000 years.  But our group will also 
give us the opportunity to apply those teachings to current events.  I have 
included a list of the topics we will discuss each week.
When we’re done you will also have the opportunity to become a member 
of our church.  The church, as Jesus instituted it, is another means by 
which God gives us hope.  We do that by sharing God’s life-changing 
promises with people.  But we also do that by being there to support each 
other during good times and bad times and by working with each other on 
our common goals.  Membership in our church is simply a commitment to 
the faith we proclaim and to our mission to share that hope with our 
community.  I’m praying that you’ll join us to learn more about the hope that 
God wants you to have right now.  A hope that will change your life today 
and in eternity.  

STEWARDSHIP CORNER   -  Your Acts of Service
We just celebrated the birth of Jesus. Jesus was born as a King but did not look 
or act like the king that God’s people were expecting.  Jesus challenged the 
societal norms of greatness and although he was equal to God, he humbled 
himself.  He came as a servant, God’s servant as Paul refers to him in 
Philippians 2:7.  Jesus calls us to serve as he did, in John 13:15, after washing 
His disciples' feet Jesus says, “do as I have done for you”.  Service work helps us 
to be aware of the needs of others and takes the focus off our own self-
centeredness and sinful nature.  We as a church family at St. John’s value 
service work and what we do for others in our vision to be a refuge for those 
struggling with the impact of sin. Being a refuge does not come in the form of a 
building but rather comes from our heart through the gifts God has given to each 
of us. 
The Stewardship Committee’s Goal for the coming year 2023 is to have 50 out of 
100 members involved in church activities. You are serving when you help with 
Feeding Farmville, FACES, participate in LWML, Church Counsel or attend Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast. The more we come together the more God can work through 
us.  We would like to help and encourage you to share your gifts.  We may be 
asking you personally. We currently have several service positions within the 
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church that need to be filled. As you know we need strong leadership for our 
Youth Program for a Sunday School Superintendent, Teachers, VBS Leader, and 
Youth Leader.  You will be hearing from the Building and Grounds committee how 
they are setting up Cleaning Teams to clean the church.  And, our social ministry 
Committee is looking to help expand, and be a refuge in our community, in 
helping people to find jobs. All of these are ways that we give of ourselves.  So, 
we pray that the Spirit moves you into a deeper relationship with God as he 
directs you to use the gifts you’ve been given to share the love of Jesus Christ.
Finally, in Acts, we are told that when Paul went out on his missionary journeys 
he would return to the church in Jerusalem and tell them stories, “after greeting 
them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles 
through his ministry” (Acts 21:19).  It is a blessing to serve; it is encouraging 
when we hear of how our giving has helped others, it gives us confidence when 
we hear of what our service work is doing in God’s Kingdom, and it is a gift God 
gives us to experience and share the love of Jesus Christ in the service of others.  
So, we’d like to share as Paul did, Your Acts of Service. The monthly 
stewardship message will continue to include a brief thought from the bible, but 
also a moment for one of you to share either in person for 1 minute or in writing 
to be read aloud, of your service, how you are blessed and how you are helping 
others.  
I will close with 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain”.
Marion Kyner,  Stewardship Chairperson
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