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Light in the Deep Darkness

January can be a really difficult time of year.  We just experienced the winter solstice which is the day with the 
least sunlight in it.  The winter solstice had 5 hours and 11 minutes less sunshine than the brightest day of the 
year.  That’s a HUGE difference. But it’s also the coldest time of the year which means that we don’t go out as 
much.  The isolation can leave us feeling alone and the darkness deepens.  But it could also be the uncertainty 
about 2023 that makes it feel like the darkness is growing even deeper.  Or maybe it’s the darkness of some-
thing you did that looms over you and darkens you day like a storm cloud.  It’s like sitting around a campfire.  
Next to the fire everything is warm and well lit.  But just beyond the reach of the light we can see the flickering 
flames reflecting off of eyes peering at us through the darkness.

That would be incredibly unsettling if we hadn’t just celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ.  Look at how John de-
scribes the birth of Christ.  “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it . . . And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:5, 14)  Jesus came as the light of the world so that even if we are surrounded 
by deep darkness we can be filled with his light.  As you celebrate the forgiveness that Jesus came to give you 
the darkness of your sins is thrown off and his light shines from you!  As you read your Bible and say your 
prayers Jesus comes to you to cast off the darkness of loneliness and fill you with his light!

In Genesis 15:5 God tells Abram “‘Look towards heaven and number the stars, if you are able to number them.’  
Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’”  Jesus, the light of the world, came to pay for our sins so that 
through faith in him we can be can be the offspring of Abram - children of God who are holy and righteous - 
shining with the righteousness of Christ.  That’s Paul’s encouragement in Philippians 2:15-16.  “That you may 
be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the Word of life.”

Go outside and enjoy one of these cold, dark nights.  Go out and look to the heavens and behold the stars that 
God has placed there and then give thanks that He sent Jesus so that you can shine like the stars in heaven 
bringing the light of Christ to the darkness around you.

New Adult Bible Study - The Intertestamental Period

Our new Bible study will be from the Lifelight series whose goal is that through a regular program of in-depth 
personal and group study of Scripture, more Christian adults may grow in their personal faith in Jesus Christ.  
Our topic will be the intertestamental period.  This is the 400 year period between the Old and New Testaments 
of our Bible.  If you compare the last books of the Old Testament to the first books of the New Testament it is 
clear that a lot has changed.  Come and learn what happened during this period of time.  It will answer ques-
tions and deepen your faith and give you the opportunity to enjoy fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

These four centuries abounded with historic, religious, and social developments - the most important being that 
the prophets ceased to speak (cf 1Macc 4:46; 9:27; 14:41).  By learning about this intertestamental period, you 
will gain a much better understanding of the New Testament world and the culture in which Jesus conducted His 
earthly ministry.1

This Bible study will also give you the opportunity to learn about the Apocrypha (in Greek meaning “hidden 
away”).  The Apocrypha contains 15 books that were written during this period of time.  Lutherans have sepa-
rated these books from books universally recognized as Holy Scripture.  Although we won’t read from them in 
worship or preach from them we do believe that they are good to read and valuable for learning.
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We begin this new topic on January 30th and February 5th.  Our adult Bible study will be available on MON-
DAY night at 7 pm or Sunday morning at 9:15 am.  Please note that this is a change for the nightly meeting.  
Both Bible studies can be joined via Zoom as well.  Materials for the Bible study cost $15 and will be available 
in the back of the church.

St. John's  
STEWARDSHIP CORNER  

Are you looking for a good book?  If you are an avid reader you may already have an eye on the New York 
Times Best Sellers.  Some big hopefuls for 2023 are Prince Harry’s Memoirs, or soon to be released on Feb 7,  
Patricia Engel’s short stories and a new contemporary romance “Highly Suspicious and Unfairly Cute” by Talia 
Hibbert.  My close friend, Helen Robertson, recently published her first book, “Auntie Helen’s Alphabet Book” 
with a sequel on Numbers to follow.  Are you interested in non-fiction, history, poetry or stories of courage with 
a good heroine. Let me draw your attention to a book that may have something you’re looking for. God is quite 
creative, the bible is a book of many literary genres, with the main style being narrative, or story telling to help 
us make sense of things that happen and teaches us about God and ourselves. Often, we open the bible to a 
certain book like Psalms or a Gospel, or even a random page to gain some inspiration or understanding of 
something we’re going through. God does speak to us in this way.  And although the bible contains stand-alone 
books, the bible itself has a beginning, a middle and an end, with a plot and a main character.  The bible has 
been called the Greatest Book Ever Written. It is the most widely translated book ever; out-performing the 2nd 
most widely translated book, the Little Prince by nearly 10x.  But really, the bible is a love story, a story of 
God’s Amazing Love for us, the truth about who God is, and His desire for us to be in relationship with him. 

So, as we look ahead to the coming year, consider setting aside time each day to reading the bible from begin-
ning to end.  Depending on how many pages in your bible, it may amount to 4-6 pages or 15- 20 minutes each 
day. You can also purchase a bible that has a reading plan or pastor can give you a chart with readings for 
each day.  And don’t forget to pick up a small journal to write about what God is teach you as you journey 
through the bible next year.  Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:18 of the importance of being on guard against false 
teachers and in reading the word, “we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”. 

Thank you for supplying our church with  beautiful flowers.  There is a change the payment procedure.  
Please make checks payable to Rochette’s Florist  instead of the church,  Thank you.
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