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As Close as Your Hand

I just watched a video of a Gentoo penguin being chased by a pod of killer whales 
in Antartica. The film was shot by whale watchers who watched as the little penguin 
kept leaping across the water just out of the reach of the hungry whales. In a dance 
of life and death the little penguin went back and forth in front of their eyes looking 
for a way to escape. Then the little guy shocked everyone and jumped into the 
safety of the boat and sat right in the midst of the people. The boat had been there 
the whole time but it was only when the penguin got desperate that he sought refuge 
in the boat. 
We’re a lot like the penguin. The God who created the heavens and the earth. The 
God who rescued us from sin and death. That God has promised us that He will be 
with us always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20) That God has promised us 
that He will never leave us or forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5) But like the penguin we 
run around narrowly escaping the jaws of death trying to save ourselves despite the 
fact that God is waiting right here to deliver us. 
In the midst of the trials and tribulations we will often pray that God would behold 
our situation or come down and help us. But God has been with us the whole time. 
God didn’t turn his back on us or forget us. We turned our back on God and tried to 
do it our own way. God is faithfully waiting for us to look to the boat for help so 
that He can save us again. 
I like the way Paul expresses this truth in Philippians 4:4-7. He writes, “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I will say rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul encourages us to rejoice always! Why? 
Because our great God is as close to us as our hand is to our face! 
Isn’t it amazing how much we can fit in a space as small as the gap between our 
face and our hand? Somehow I allow my own ego and the problems of this world to 
fill that space and block my view of God so that I’m running for my life again. But 
time in prayer and God’s Word put my focus back on my great God. With God by 
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our side not even the killer whales are a threat. May you be filled with the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, as you focus on Him! 

Mission of the Month - Feeding Farmville 
This month all of your contributions to the Mission of the Month will go to support 
Feeding Farmville. Feeding Farmville's vision is to help our neighbors grow closer 
to God through His unconditional love. They accomplish that by bringing a 
coalition of volunteers together from across our community to deliver over 800 
meals to our neighbors on Thanksgiving morning. While the volunteers are 
delivering the meals they take time to share fellowship and prayers with their 
neighbors. Every year this project brings tears of joy to both the volunteers and 
those receiving the meals. 
Although this project has been led by a group from St. John's Lutheran Church it 
only works because it enjoys broad support from many of the churches and 
businesses in the community. The churches and businesses supply everything from 
monetary donations to volunteers to pumpkin pies that they have prepared. This 
year the project is even more important because even more of our neighbors are 
struggling both with finances and loneliness. Therefore, your support is even more 
important. We will need volunteers to cook, package and deliver meals. We need 
financial donations to purchase food and supplies. We need your prayers! 
Any donation received in a Mission of the Month envelope during October will be 
given to Feeding Farmville and will be used to provide those meals that bless so 
many people! 

The Realizing God's Vision Campaign 

Jesus' command to his followers then and now is captured in Matthew 28:19-20 
where he says, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you." In Acts 1:8 Jesus shares the same 
command in the form of a vision for the church. He says, "But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." The church is 
sent to the corners of the earth to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and 
teaching. 
Since that vision was given churches have found different ways to fulfill God's 
command to make disciples. Some make disciples by teaching children in Sunday 
school. Some make disciples by caring for the poor. Some make disciples by 
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sending missionaries out. Some make disciples in the nursery, day school or 
elementary school. Some make disciples by leading prison ministries or college 
ministries. Most make disciples by welcoming people into their worship service. 
How a given church makes disciples should be a function of the gifts that God has 
given to those believers and the needs of the community around them. Several years 
ago we prayed about what God wanted this to look like for our community of 
believers. We sought to understand God's vision for us and after lots of prayer and 
reflection we adopted the following vision. 
Our family will be a refuge for those struggling with the impact of sin on our world 
including hatred, depression, division, lack of money, illness, and weariness. By 
daily covering the broken hearted with the blood of Jesus Christ, we will be God’s 
instruments to overcome that which divides generations, marriages, churches, races 
and communities so that we can be one. Not only will we accomplish this through 
the day to day work of the church but we will establish a distinct family life center, 
led by a called worker, to share God’s love with the community through Bible 
oriented education and vocation programs. We will multiply our ability to share the 
love of Jesus Christ by breathing new life into old ministries and planting new 
ministries. As the Spirit accomplishes this work in our midst we will be a 
community of believers growing closer to God and full of hope as we await our 
promised inheritance. This is God’s vision for St. John’s Lutheran Church and we 
are passionate about living it. 
It is absolutely spectacular to understand where God is leading us! Since then we 
have been working on realizing God's vision. We agreed that we had to accomplish 
three objectives to realize this vision: we must grow as disciples of Christ; we must 
grow as stewards of God's gifts and we must be a refuge for our neighbors. 
Praise the Lord for the work that is being accomplished towards each of these 
objectives! Our participation in Discipleship to Missional Community (D2MC) is 
designed to shift our culture towards one where we are always discipling the people 
around us. Longest Varner, Catherine Varner, Ginny Dixon and Pastor have been 
blessed by their participation in this project. Ask them about it. Our progress in the 
area of stewardship is demonstrated by the chart in the back of the church. Each 
month your gifts enable us to care for more people in the kingdom. Finally, as a 
church we continue to offer refuge to those in need of forgiveness or shelter from 
the storm. Examples include the conflict coaching we offer, the cooling shelter we 
opened and hosting Feeding Farmville. 
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We are called to make disciples and what a joy it is to see God’s people working 
every day to do just that. If you’d like to learn more about our vision or how you 
can get involved please speak to Pastor. 

August Treasurer's Report 

Summary Aug 2022
Collections less savings $18,096.13

Savings Used

Total Expenses

$805.00

�  �

�
$ 1,508.17

$ 22,943.83 

�
Additional Mortgage Paid 

�

�

August 2022 Notes 

Savings used in Aug $ 1508.17 Additional Mortgage paid in Aug $805

Capital Improvement Funds collected $2220 in August 
(Total $8020 in 2022, $675 Memorials = $8695 Total  
Heat pump repairs = $ 5484.30 
Balance Remaining $ 3210.70 ( In General Funds for 3rd Coil Replacement)

�  �
Dominion Resources sold 250 shares on 8/7/22 @ $85.714/share less $37.50 fee 
= $ 21,391 realized to Money Market acct. 
�  �
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Ghosts? 
On Monday, October 31st the world around us celebrates Ghost, goblins, black cats 
and black magic on Halloween. We see the work of Satan and evil all around us in 
our world. But, as Christians, we know that our God is greater and more powerful 
than all the forces of evil that afflict us. Speaking of ghosts and spirits we as 
Christians have the Holy Spirit. That 3 rd person of the Trinity does so much more 
than haunting. He is the one who brings to faith in Christ Jesus and keeps us in that 
faith. He is the One who has promised that when we are so troubled we don’t know 
what to pray - He prays for us. 
Come join us on Thursday, October 27th for a Prayer Service in our church 
sanctuary at 7 p.m. We will look more at what the Holy Spirit can do for us in our 
lives and particularly in our prayer lives. 
Mark it on your calendars - Thursday evening, October 27th in our church 
sanctuary. Bring what is weighing heavy on your heart and give it God. He is the 
one who has all the answers. 
Will you have to pray out loud? No, you can silently offer up your prayers as you 
listen to others bring their requests before the Lord. He will hear each one of us. 
Come and bless your prayer life.

Stewardship Corner 
As we turn the corner from summer into fall and near the end of another year, we 
reflect on how God is changing us. God is all around us. But like a fish who asks, 
‘where is the water’, we often can’t see what God is doing. Whether we see Him or 
not, He is still there like the vastness of the ocean or the power of the flowing river, 
He is touching our lives and changing us. As we draw close to God, he changes our 
heart and our desires. 
God wants to change our heart. But our hearts are fixed on worldly things and not 
on God. I often think changing my attitude, habits, or overall self-improvement is 
something that I do. Life for many of us is busy with work, obligations, health 
issues, and pressures that shape our desires, much of which has to do with acquiring 
things (food, clothing, essentials, and non- essentials). Sometimes we seek rewards 
for our hard work through purchasing more “stuff”, believing “I deserve it”. And 
although it is Godly to care for ourselves, our family, and our homes, and to rest and 
recharge, we often don’t see how God wants to change us. God has a completely 
different way of changing us. He wants to change us from the inside out. God tells 
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us in Ezekiel 36:26, “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 
within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh.” 
Through the gift of faith, God makes us who we are, a forgiven child of God, 
cleansed in righteousness. It is not something we do; we are called to faith. He first 
covers our broken hearts and our broken lives with the blood of Christ and removes 
our sinfulness so that we may be in his presence, experiencing his love. He wants us 
to be in relationship with Him, an intimate relationship, a God-centered relationship 
that governs our heart’s desires. He wants our heart so He can change our heart and 
desires. 
God has a plan for each of us as an individual and as a church family. He wants the 
heart of our church to be centered on him. In Psalm 37:4 he tells us, “Delight 
yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Our Mission at 
St. John’s is so simple, To Experience and Share the Love of Jesus Christ. Paul tells 
us that we are all “God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do”. God wants to bring this work to a 
completion, but he does this in relationship with Him through his word, the Holy 
Spirit and through communion. Our VISION is to be a refuge for others by sharing 
all that God has done for us. Stewardship and the act of Christian giving begins 
with being aligned with God’s purpose and allowing Him to change us from the 
inside out. 
How is God changing you today? 
Blessings, Marion Kyner, Stewardship Chairperson 
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