
Life Amidst Rapid Changes 

You can’t help but notice the price of a gallon of gasoline. The prices glow on signs everywhere you 
go. But a trip down the aisle at the grocery store shocked me. The package of frozen chicken breasts 
that I buy had gone from $19 to $32 and it made me question my regular purchase. Those are just a 
couple of the many changes we see rapidly unfolding around us that make us wonder what life will 
look like in the near future .
Those concerns take me back to God’s word from the angel at the empty tomb on Easter morning. 
“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5) The disciples ‘lives had been turned 
upside down by the rapidly unfolding events of Holy Week and when they needed answers and hope 
they were looking in the wrong place. We’re no better. Instead of looking at the signs along the 
highway or in the grocery aisle or on our bank statement we should be looking to the Lord for 
answers and hope. 
Jesus knew that’s what his disciples needed so he kept appearing to his disciples during those 40 
days between his resurrection and ascension. Then when it was time for him to be glorified in his 
ascension he gave them a spectacular promise - a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Listen to Jesus’ spectacular invitation from John 7:37-39. “If anyone thirsts let him come to me and 
drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water.’ Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive for as yet 
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” The Holy Spirit is the Lord and 
giver of life. It is the Holy Spirit who is poured out upon the church on that first Pentecost. It is the 
Holy Spirit who turns over 3,000 people so that they believe in Jesus. So that rivers of living water 
flowed from their hearts. They weren’t worried about the rapidly changing world around them. They 
were rapidly changing the world around them because life flowed from them! 
What the Holy Spirit accomplished in the early church is even more spectacular than Jesus’ 
appearances during the 40 days between his resurrection and ascension. The work of the Lord and 
giver of life is no less spectacular today. As we read our Bibles, remember our Baptism and go to the 
Lord’s Supper the Holy Spirit brings Jesus to souls parched by sin, withered by our best efforts, and 
disappointed by shattered dreams. Jesus comes to forgive our sins and restore life. Jesus comes so 
that we need not worry about the rapidly changing world around us. He comes to give us life, hope 
and peace so that we can change the world. Jesus invites you, “If anyone thirsts let him come to me 
and drink.” 
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The Future of Feeding Farmville 

In 2016 a small group gathered around the tables in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and cast a vision. Feeding Farmville would help our neighbors grow closer to God through an 
experience with His unconditional love. That first year our goal was to deliver a warm meal to 500 
people on Thanksgiving Day. I still remember people asking how we could do such a thing? My 
answer? “We can’t but God can.” 
We watched as God brought people and resources from all over our community to lovingly care for 
those 500 people and when it was all finished we asked, “Did you see what God did?” The organizers 
grew closer to God as we experienced His unconditional love. Just like Jesus’ disciples when they 
watched him feed the 5,000. We were so moved by what God did that first year that we decided to 
watch God feed 800 the next year. To date over 2,700 meals have been provided. 
Farmville is much more than that. It is hundreds of volunteers coming together each year to 
experience God’s unconditional love. It’s no wonder that the volunteers show up and the donations 
come in. They all recognize that God’s glory is spectacular even if they don’t attribute it to God. They 
all want more! 
Since the beginning we have acknowledged that this is much more than we could ever do - it’s God at 
work through our community. But St. John’s has played an important role. We have provided the 
leadership, the packing space, many of the volunteers, taken the orders and prayed over every meal 
going out. First and foremost, we’ve sought to glorify God in all of it and experience His love. As we 
have experienced God’s love we have been blessed beyond measure. 
Within the next month we will have to make some important decisions about the future of Feeding 
Farmville. Our Project Team Leader and Kitchen Team Leader need to step aside after serving for 
many years and their positions must be filled. We sought volunteers to fill them last year but were 
unable to do so. Another church has offered to fill these positions if we’re willing to allow them to 
make Feeding Farmville their own. While I would rejoice to see this community project move onward I 
would also grieve to see my own church less involved in what has undoubtedly been a work of God in 
our community. 
If you’re interested in learning more about this project or these two positions please speak with pastor 
or Shirley Sorenson. The good news is that both positions are well supported by teams of people with 
lots of experience! They just need faith-filled people to lead them. Please join me in prayer as we 
seek to understand God’s will for this important outreach project! 

Mission of the Month - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Bristol, TN 

We received a letter from the saints of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church asking for help in two areas. They 
desire our prayers on behalf of their congregation and help with their construction project. Here is 
their story. 
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For fifteen years they worshipped at a local Episcopal church. Two years ago, they prayerfully 
decided to seek their own building. They purchased a house on a main highway and remodeled it into 
a fellowship hall and rooms for Sunday school and Bible class. Currently, they are building a 
sanctuary that will seat fifty people. They expect to complete the project in August. Funding for this 
project was arranged through LCEF. They were just notified by the city that they will need to build a 
large culvert where their driveway joins the highway at a cost of $50,000. Any gifts made to the MOM 
in June will be sent to Holy Trinity to help with this unexpected expense. 

The Great Sending - God’s Heart for the World Beating through YOU. 

The Great Sending will be the focus of our Bible studies and Worship through the summer season. 
This is an excerpt written by Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer. Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer is President Emeritus 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, former Lutheran Hour speaker and former Vice President of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
Not so many years ago, a seminary graduate was sent to a congregation in a rough neighborhood in 
one of America’s largest cities. He and a member of the congregation regularly took prayer walks in 
the church’s neighborhood, praying for all who lived there. On one walk, they got into a conversation 
with a prostitute. Then pastor offered her a copy of Portals of Prayer in an act of witness. She 
declined. The pastor persisted and offered the booklet to her again. She said, “I already have it,” and 
she opened her purse and showed him the most recent edition. 
 Pause and think that through. 
The Missio Dei came through the prayer walkers to a person who knew the Gospel but was still 
trapped by sin. How often do you and I get out of our congregations and into our communities where 
opportunities abound for real life-and-death witness? 
“Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled,” 
writes Luke in chapter fourteen (v. 33) of his gospel. 
How can you and I experience the Word burning in our hearts as our Lord guides us in these new 
times? What will make Bible study so relevant that we can’t wait to sit at our Lord’s feet and learn? 
The prayer walkers demonstrate how: out of the sanctuary into the streets, out of our comfort zones 
and into community, out of our affinity groups to meet people who are perishing without Jesus. 
And when the Missio Dei impels us to meet people still enslaved in sin, our empathy for them and our 
own cries for understanding return us again and again back to the sources, to Scripture and study, to 
worship with the Body of Christ, where we see anew, or maybe for the first time, that the Missio Dei to 
the world is still passionately coming to you and me. How will we hope to share it if we don’t see 
ourselves how desperately we need it. 
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Even the Hair of our Head has Been Counted 

Service of Prayer – Thursday, June 23rd – 7 PM 
Matthew records for us that Jesus tells us that God even knows how many strands of hair we have on 
our head. If you have feared that our world is spinning out of control, remember our God is still in 
control. He even has the hair on our head numbered! Every day we see how the human beings, the 
sinners that we are, make a mess out of our world. But when we put out trust in our God, we know 
that He can make things work out for our good in the end. 
This God, who created and watches over our world has invited us to bring our fears, and needs to 
Him in our prayers. He promises to answer us. We want to invite you to a service of prayer on 

Thursday evening, June 23rd in our church sanctuary. Bring what is weighing heavy on your heart 
and give it God. He is the one who has all the answers. 
Will you have to pray out loud? No, you can silently offer up your prayers as you listen to others bring 
their requests before the Lord. He will hear each one of us.  

THANK YOU 

We would like to thank all who made our Yard Sale on May 14 so successful. We were able to clear 2 
thousand dollars. We would like to especially thank the family of Julie Hamilton who contributed so 
much. We had many who set up, moved furniture, priced items, and collected money, arranged items, 
provided lunch and snacks, advertised, went for boxes, loaded the truck, brought a grandchild to help, 
made cookies to sell, cleaned the floor, and all who purchased items. 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, June 14 with our annual pizza and ice cream social. All ladies are 
invited to attend. We meet at 9:30 am. We have voted to continue our meetings this summer. There 
will be a meeting July 12 and August 9 continuing on the 2nd Tuesdays in the fall. We hope this will 
enable more ladies to attend. 

Sarah Schember 

Applying Bible Principles 

When Jesus Christ becomes Savior and Lord of a person’s life, a new creation takes place (2 Cor. 
5:17). Old things truly pass away, and new things take their place. This is nowhere more visible than 
with a person’s outlook on money and material possessions. 
Take Zacchaeus, for example. Here was a man who had made it to the top. He was literally “king of 
the hill” as he looked down over the city of Jericho. But the respect, friendship and status that 
Zacchaeus longed for had eluded him as people from all walks of life despised him. After all, he was 
the chief tax collector. 
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But when Jesus entered the life of this little man, the allegiance which Zacchaeus knew changed. He 
was no longer under the control of the world system as defined by Caesar. Now, he was accountable 
to Christ. 
As Christians — those who proclaim by that title that we are children of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ — our perspective on life should be different than non-Christians. How we acquire money, how 
we use it, and how we give it away should mark us as being followers of Christ. And just as 
Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home gladly following that life- changing encounter at the 
sycamore tree where he gave not ten percent, but half of his own possessions to the poor and four 
times to those he cheated, we too should welcome Christ’s presence in our lives gladly, with great joy 
as He alters the way we give. 
Remember our basic premise: God owns everything. We are just managers and stewards of what He 
has entrusted to us. As we give to Him in response, recognizing His provisions for us, our hearts 
should well up with gratitude and joy. Giving that honors God will take place as we first give ourselves 
to Him. Then — like the Christians at Macedonia — we will give out of “an abundance of joy.” 

Treasurer's Report April 2022

Summary April 2022

Collections less savings $15,938.45

Savings Used $2,020.22

Total Expenses $19,701.83
Additional Mortgage 
Collected & paid $390.00
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