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The Easter Victory Grows 

“To all who shall see these presents greeting:  Know ye that reposing special trust and confidence in 
the patriotism, valor, fidelity and abilities of Matthew D. Sorenson I do Appoint Him Ensign in the 
United States Navy . . .”  Those are the words with which my commission from the President of the 
United States began. 


Every officer in the United States military is commissioned by the President to ensure that the 
President is fully accountable for the actions of that officer and their military unit.  International law 
requires that commanding officers must be commissioned so that the country is fully accountable for 
the actions of that ship.  Because they are commissioned by the President they are an extension of the 
President himself.


Following his victory over sin, death and the devil Jesus commissions his disciples.  First it was Mary 
Magdalene.  She meets Jesus outside the empty tomb and clings to Jesus.  But Jesus commissions 
her.  He sends her to the other disciples with a message.  In John 20:18 we read, “Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’ - and that he had said these things to 
her.”


Can you imagine telling your friends that you just talked to someone who had been dead for three 
days?  Did that take courage?  I don’t think so because Mary Magdalene was commissioned by 
Jesus.  She saw the resurrected Jesus and he sent her.  It was his message that she rejoiced to share.  
She was an extension of Jesus.


Jesus does the same thing for the rest of the disciples.  In John 20:21 we read, “Jesus said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’”  Jesus sends the 
disciples out to share their victory over sin, death and the devil with the world by forgiving sins.


Jesus is still doing the same thing today.  Listen to Paul’s words in Romans 6:4-5.  “We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”  Paul says that when 
we’re baptized we meet the resurrected Jesus!  We die with him so that we can rise to new life with 
him!  So that his Easter victory is our victory!


In those waters we are commissioned by the resurrected Lord to go and share our victory over sin, 
death and the devil with the world.  The forgiveness and life that we share is his message of 
forgiveness and life.  The victory we share is his Easter victory.  As you go from your commissioning in 
those baptismal waters you are an extension of Jesus!




"Reconciling Everyday Conflict Bible Study."

“Best Bible study I’ve ever attended!”

“Life-changing and eye-opening!”

These were just a couple of the comments that participants made last year when they participated in 
Reconciling Everyday Conflict.  Several people commented that they can’t wait to take it again so they 
can learn even more!  “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.”  So that we can be reconciled to God and to one another.  
Forgiveness is what defines Christianity and yet our understanding of forgiveness and reconciliation is 
riddled with misunderstanding and mistruths.  Is it any wonder that we struggle to reconcile with the 
most important people in our lives?

Every one of us has conflict.  That’s not the question.  Our conflicts are usually not the big blow up - but 
the everyday conflicts around the breakfast table, with an overbearing boss or moody teenager.  And as 
much as we hate these conflicts, we often don't know what to do about them.

There is good news and real hope.  Reconciling Everyday Conflict is an eight session study that 
unpacks the amazing things the Bible has to say about conflict and relationship.  Throughout this study, 
you'll find the powerful and practical answers you are looking for as you dig into topics such as:  when 
to overlook an offense, the root cause of conflict, what makes a good apology, what forgiveness really 
means, how to deal with difficult people, and much more.

With God's help, Reconciling Everyday Conflict will forever change how conflict looks in your life.  Join 
us on Wednesday evenings at 7 beginning May 4th.  Participant guides cost $10.  This Bible study will 
NOT be available on-line.  Reserve your seat and your participant guide by calling (434) 392-1875 or 
send an email to pastor@stjohnsfarmville.org. 

Everyone has conflict.  That’s not the question.  The question is what will you do about your conflict?  
Everyone is invited to join us.

To learn more watch a short video by clicking on this link.  https://youtu.be/r6VXINrYvQo 

An Invitation to Bible Study

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!

I hope you continue to enjoy all FIFTY days in the season of Easter.  Just as Jesus died on Good 
Friday so you too have died to sin.  Just as Jesus rose triumphant over sin, death and the devil so you 
too have risen triumphant.  I hope the words of the Easter hymn we sang yesterday continue to spring 
from your lips.

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;

He opened death’s prison, the incarnate, true Word.

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.
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Our adult Bible study, The Great Sending, continues Tuesday night at 7 pm and Sunday morning at 
9:15 am.  This week’s topic is “A Christ for All Peoples” and is written by Rev. Dr. Robert Newton.  Here 
is a quote from his thoughts.  “As prophets like Isaiah had long promised, our Lord Jesus was sent by 
His Father to redeem and restore His people as His own.  His people include you and me.  His people 
include vastly more than you and me, His Divine mission encompasses the whole world.” 

There is no homework.  You don’t have to speak unless you’re inclined too.  You can join us in the 
Fellowship Hall or online.  I’ve included the Zoom link and the summary sheet so you have everything 
you need.

God’s Peace!

Zoom Link. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/825499176?
pwd=dXM2RmlBY1BTZU1PNXluMlJVUUFvQT09 

Ukraine update  

St. John’s contributed over $1,000 to help with this.

By God's grace, and through you, our response in Ukraine continues. Here's 
how you are helping. 
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Your Synod is partnering with churches in Europe to care for the people of Ukraine, 
and you can learn more about and help aid in that response. 
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Dear Fellow Redeemed:
You have my tremendous thanks for the generosity you’ve expressed for the people suffering from the 
war and violence in Ukraine. As the pain and suffering continue in eastern Europe, your Synod has 
been and is responding — by God's immeasurable grace.
Below is a report outlining how charitable contributions have been used already.

• More than $45,000 has been dispatched to a congregation in Odesa, Ukraine, that is affiliated 
with our German Lutheran partner church body (SELK). That funding has been used to aid 
refugees in Lviv, Lutskfor, Vinnysia, eastern parts of Ukraine and other locales. The assistance 
has been used primarily for food, medicine, travel accommodations, documents and 
clothes. We are positioned to provide ongoing similar grants to Ukraine upon request.

• As Lutheran pastors in Ukraine have pivoted from the “everyday functions” of the ministry, to 
providing spiritual care to a war-torn people, your Synod is using charitable donations to 
compensate these under-shepherds for meeting critical spiritual needs of their 
communities.

• Nearly $68,000 has been dispatched to Lutheran churches outside of Ukraine, in Latvia, 
Lithuania and Romania. These funds have been used for food, housing, transportation, 
medicine and items for personal hygiene and care for displaced persons. These funds are 
also being used to help transport fleeing Ukrainians across the border and provide spiritual 
and pastoral carein places like Riga, Saldus and other towns. We are also about to send funds 
to Slovakia for use at a primary (K-8) Lutheran school taking in refugees.

• Your Synod is collaborating with SELK to support and increase the church’s capacity to 
serve displaced peoples by providing spiritual care and physical aid to those seeking 
safety and shelter in Germany.

Right now, we are contemplating and discussing what our long-term response will be in this situation, 
given God's abundant blessings. We are setting aside a meaningful amount of the funds we’ve already 
received to help rebuild and assist Lutheran congregations, and to continue supporting those 
congregations that are caring for refugees, when the war has ended. We are also considering the 
construction of an LCMS mercy center in Romania — strategically placed to help women and 
children impacted by this war. This likely will be a six-figure, long-term goal.
It’s difficult to believe that this war began only a little over a month ago! Because you care 
what happens to the people in Ukraine, our response has been immediate and will last for 
the long haul. Contributions from God’s people like you are primarily being used to provide 
immediate spiritual care and physical relief, and likely will be used in those fashions for some time. But 
there is much thought being invested into orchestrating our response, well past immediate needs.
We are able to feed and care for body and soul of those affected by this situation. You have played a 
significant role in expanding that ability.
As we reflect on the death and resurrection of Christ our Savior, I reflect on these words in 1 John 4:
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“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because 
as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he 
first loved us” (1 John 4:7-19).
You have indeed demonstrated and continue to demonstrate Christ's love for the people of 
Ukraine — because you know of His deep love for you. Thank you.
In service to our Lord Jesus, and to you,
Mark Hofman  
Executive Director for LCMS Mission Advancement 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Updates on Ukraine Response 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Applying Bible Principles

As we saw recently, our giving is to be done in secret. That kind of giving causes our Heavenly Father, 
who sees in secret, to reward us openly. If we draw attention to ourselves and to our giving, we will 
receive the praise of other people, but unfortunately, that praise then becomes all the reward we will 
receive.

But the Apostle Paul describes generous giving in 2 Corinthians 9:6-14 as something that will cause 
other people to praise God for our generosity. They will thank Him for our obedience that causes us to 
give in such a manner that the gospel is shared with them.

Q1 TREASURER’S REPORT 
Summary  1st Quarter 2022

Collections  less Savings & Stained 
Glass Window

$ 43,178.60

Savings Used $ 13,938.68

Stained Glass Window Donation 
Funded  met

$ 963.00

Memorials - undesignated $ 15,050.00

Total Expenses $ 78,314.37

Additional Mortgage 

Collected  & paid $ 1,455.00
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What a difference. On the one hand, if we attract attention to ourselves and our giving, people will 
praise us, and that’s the end of it. On the other, if we give quietly and generously, any attention that 
action gains will cause people to praise God for us!

The Lord Jesus described a situation like that. Mary anointed Him with a costly perfume. Some 
criticized her because it seemed like a waste. After all, the perfume could have been sold and the 
money used for the poor. Was Mary crazy or what?

 One writer summed up her actions this way:

 Generous giving to the Lord may be labeled fanatical by others. But Jesus labeled it “love.” In fact, He 
was so moved by the woman’s giving that he vowed “wherever the gospel is preached throughout the 
world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”

So today, centuries later, just as Jesus said, we still remember Mary’s devotion and generous giving.

What will people remember you for? Will it be for your accomplishments in life? Will it be for your 
talents and abilities? Will it be for your work with the poor and needy? Will it be for the ministry you 
have had for Christ here at ((? Will it be for your efforts to share the gospel with people along life’s 
way? Will it be for your generous giving?

Or stated another way, what do you want people to remember you for? You see, your answer to that 
question to a significant degree becomes a “self-fulfilling prophecy.” Do you want to be remembered for 
your generous giving? Then start now where you are. . . .
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