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Get Ready to Celebrate 

Have you ever skipped dinner?  Maybe you weren't hungry or you 

were just too busy to make time for dinner.  Several years ago I 

participated in a 30 hour famine.  We fasted for 30 hours to raise 

awareness  and money for world hunger.  We celebrated the 

completion of our 30 hour famine with a huge spaghetti dinner.  I 

was so excited to eat!  Spaghetti never tasted so good! 

The kingdom of heaven is often described as a great 

banquet.  Unfortunately, we're good at finding reasons not to 

participate in God's kingdom right now.   That's the point of Jesus' 

parable in Luke 14:15-24.  Jesus says that a man prepared a 

spectacular banquet and then he sent his servant to invite people to 

join him.  "But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said 

to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it.  Please 

have me excused.'  And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of 

oxen, and I go to examine them.  Please have me excused.'  And 

another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 

come.'"  The master of the banquet sends his servant over and over 

and yet there is still room for more people at the banquet.  Jesus 

concludes his parable with this dire warning "For I tell you, none of 

those men who were invited shall taste my banquet." 

On April 17th God's people around the world will celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord as Jesus, our passover lamb, passes over from 

death to life.  Easter is called the great paschal feast because we 

celebrate the victory of our Passover Lamb!  Unfortunately, many 

people will not participate or will be reluctant participants.   

That's why the season of Lent is so important.  Lent is very much like 

the famine that I participated in.  God works through the season of 

Lent to build our spiritual hunger so that when the Paschal Feast 

arrives we are excited to participate.  During the season of Lent we 

will spend more time in God's Word.  Some will fast so that they have 



extra time to read God's Word.  Some will read Lenten 

devotions.  Some will participate in special Lenten services.   

In all of these ways, as we spend time in God's Word the Holy Spirit 

shows us how we have failed to keep God's Word and as a result we 

are not participating in the God's great banquet.  We're so focused 

on saving ourselves with fields, oxen and spouses that we're not 

taking time to enjoy God's banquet where He serves up an 

abundance of forgiveness and life amongst so many other 

delicacies. 

I invite you to observe the forty days of Lent with me so that by the 

time the Paschal Feast arrives you too will be ready to 

celebrate.  Lent will give you a whole new anticipation, 

appreciation and fervor for the great banquet God has prepared for 

you! 

Invitation to Participate in LCMS Survey 

Do you know any young man who would make a great pastor? How 

about someone who would be a great Lutheran school teacher, 

deaconess or DCE? Jesus gives His church people who work full time 

in service hi the Gospel. He told us to pray for such workers. The LCMS 

continues to pray, and has begun Set Apart to Serve (SAS), an 

intentional effort to encourage young people to consider church 

work as their career. Your opinion can help improve SAS. Please fill 

out a brief survey at lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve-survey by March 15, 

and let us know how you think SAS can be beneficial to your 

congregation. Thank you. 

Mission of the Month - LCMS Disaster Response 

The MOM for September is LCMS - Disaster Response.  “We love because 

he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19). The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod’s Disaster Response ministry responds to immediate and long-

term needs following natural and man-made disasters. 

Working through LCMS districts and congregations as well as with 

international Lutheran churches and other partners, LCMS Disaster 

Response builds capacity of the church’s partners to respond to needs 

with Christian care.  The ministry reaches out to LCMS 

congregations and their communities with services that include on-

http://lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve-survey


site assessment, emergency relief and development grants, pastoral 

care for LCMS church workers and members, and other resources. 

Current examples of places where these funds would be used would be 

communities impacted by the wildfires, windstorms and 

hurricanes.  If you would like to contribute you can put a gift in the 

basket at the back of the sanctuary, drop a gift off in the church 

office or put it in the mail.  Please make a note that it is for LCMS 

disaster response or the MOM. 

Our Lenten Journey - "Witnesses to Christ: People from His Passion" 

John tells us why he wrote his Gospel:  “Jesus did many other signs in 

the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” 

(John 20:30–31).  Life!  When we believe that Jesus is the Christ, God 

gives us life - abundant life, forgiven life, and eternal life.  

Historically, the Fourth Gospel is likened to an eagle - an image that 

suggests John soars to heights of glory and grandeur.  That’s 

because the evangelist paints a stunning portrait of Jesus, who is the 

bread of life, the resurrection and the life, and the way, the truth, 

and the life.  Life in Jesus.  That’s God’s gift to you! 

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the 

witness of those in John’s Gospel who journeyed to the cross.  Along 

the way, we’ll meet villains, such as Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, as 

well as sinners, such as Peter (who denied Jesus three times), Mary 

Magdalene (who was possessed by seven demons), and Judas Iscariot 

(who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver). 

 

Please join us for worship as we hear the witness of these people in 

John’s Gospel: 

  Ash Wednesday:  John the Baptist, John 1:29–34 

  Midweek 1:  Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha, John 

12:1–11 

  Midweek 2:  Malchus, John 18:1–11 



  Midweek 3:  Peter, John 18:12–27 

  Midweek 4:  Barabbas, John 18:33–40 

  Midweek 5:  Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16 

  Holy Thursday:  Judas Iscariot, John 13:21–30 

  Good Friday:  John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37 

  Easter Vigil:  Nicodemus, John 19:38–42 

 

Midweek services are Wednesday at 7 pm.  The Ash Wednesday and 

midweek services will be preceded by a supper at 5:45 in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Ash Wednesday is March 2nd! 

 

 

Jan 2022 Treasurer's Report 

Summary  Jan 2022   

Collections less 

savings & memorials  $        12,693.03 

Savings Used  $          5,994.49 

Memorials  $        15,050.00 

Total Expenses  $        17,765.85 

Additional 

Mortgage 

Collected  & paid   $             305.00 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION (LWML) 

We are having our regular monthly meetings on the second Tuesday 

of  

each month at 9:30. Come join us on March 8. We begin with a Bible 

study  



followed by a business meeting and then have some fellowship 

around food. If  

you are feeling isolated because of the ongoing threat of the COVID-

19 virus,  

come to our next meeting. This is a perfect time to get back into 

being around  

other Christian ladies. Wear a mask if you desire. 

We are planning to have a Spring Yard Sale, probably around the 

beginning of  

May, so start saving those items that you want to donate. Our Bake 

Sale that we  

had in December was well received. Thank you to all who 

contributed by buying  

baked goods or inviting friends to buy items. 

We thank God for giving us success in our endeavors and look 

forward to a fruitful  

fund raiser at the Yard Sale. Thank you. 

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 

Mabelle Bloker 


