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Growing in Love, Joy and Peace 
Our bodies are spectacular gifts from the Lord! No wonder we marvel and smile as we hold a newborn and 
gaze into those sparkling eyes. We marvel as we watch them grow and mature. Girls will mature faster but 
stop growing taller by 15. Boys will start later and grow until they're 20.

 

While they won't grow taller the brain and muscles will keep growing for a bit. But even then the body doesn't 
stop growing completely. Look at what happens when you get a cut or break a bone. Your body replaces the 
missing cells with new growth. Did you know that your body can even grow a new liver if part of it is 
damaged? Wow! 


Growth is even more important for your spirit. But it is not guaranteed. We see the results of a dying spirit all 
around us. A dying spirit leads to a loss of hope, unrest, anxiety, depression, loss of identity and even worse. 
A growing spirit, on the other hand, produces the gifts of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self- control. (Galatians 5:22) 


Growth doesn't just happen. The God who created this planet and made it to grow comes to His people to give 

them faith and grow that faith. God came through Moses and the Prophets and then He came through His son, 
Jesus. In John 15:5 Jesus says, "I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing." Jesus came to die for your sins so that you can 
be forgiven and live as God's children. As we abide in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins we grow and we 

bear much fruit - love, joy, peace, etc. 

Jesus still comes to us today through God's Word and Sacraments. Look at how Luke explains the encounter 

between Jesus and two of his disciples on the road to Emmaus. "And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, [Jesus] interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself." (Luke 24:27) All of 

Scripture is an opportunity to meet Jesus and to continue growing. 

Or look at God's spectacular promise of growth in Isaiah 55:10-11. “For as the rain and the snow come down 

from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it." 
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Spiritual growth is no accident. It is God's gift that we experience as we read our Bibles and listen to God's 
Word proclaimed. Praise the Lord! 

Foundations of Faith 
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 
may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13 

“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold.” 2 Corinthians 3:12 

“Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which He has called you.” 
Ephesians 1:18 

“We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul - a hope.” Hebrews 6:19 

These are just some of the verses which talk about what God does for us. Our faith gives us hope. Not the 
whimsical desire for something better. But the sure and certain knowledge that something better is already 
ours. A hope which makes us bold and holds us steady in the midst of the turmoil that life throws at us. 

This group is meeting from 9:15 to 10:15 on Sunday morning to explore the basis for this kind of radical hope. 
This is a great way to become familiar with the foundational teachings of Christianity as the church has 
understood them for over 2,000 years. But this group will also give us the opportunity to apply those teachings 
to current events. 

In addition to learning more about the incredible gifts of faith and hope this class will give you the opportunity to 
join St. John’s Lutheran Church if you are not already a member. I’m praying that you will take this opportunity 
to join us and learn more about the hope that God has for you and your family right now. Join us in-person or 
on-line. 

Reconciling Everyday Conflict 

We all have conflict. It's usually not the big blow up - but the everyday conflicts around the breakfast table, with 
an overbearing boss or moody teenager. And as much as we hate these conflicts, we often don't know what to 
do about them. 

There is good news and real hope. Reconciling Everyday Conflict is an eight session study that unpacks the 
amazing things the Bible has to say about conflict and relationship. Throughout this study, you'll find the 
powerful and practical answers you are looking for as you did into topics such as: when to overlook an offense, 
the root cause of conflict, what makes a good apology, what forgiveness really means, how to deal with difficult 
people, and much more. 
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With God's help, Reconciling Everyday Conflict will forever change how conflict looks in your life. Join us on 
Tuesday evenings at 7 either in-person or on-line. 

Mission of the Month - Drop Your Drawers 

This month's Mission of the Month has it's own name! We're calling it Drop Your Drawers. One of the struggles 
that goes on in the schools around us is that children don't have the clothing they need. Some children come to 
school with no underwear because the family simply can't afford it. Other children show up at the nurse's office 
because they've had an accident and need a change of clothes. In both situations our school nurses struggle 
to help because supplies are limited. 

That's where St. John's comes in. We want to be a blessing to our local students and school nurses by giving 
the nurses underwear that they can share with their students. So instead of financial contributions during July 
we're asking you to go shopping and then drop new underwear, socks and t-shirts in the box that will be left by 
the entrance to the church. Sizes 4T - children's XL would be great. When the month is done we'll deliver your 
gifts to the local school nurses! 

Our Church’s Radio Ministry 
Do you need a spiritual boost for your morning? Each weekday morning KFUO radio at 11:00 am broadcasts 
the worship service from our church’s headquarters in St. Louis, MO. Hear a spiritual message from God’s 
Word. This coming week you can find the following each day: 9 am – Study Jeremiah 25- 28 on a program 
called “Sharper Irons” 12 Noon – Study 2 Kings 19-22 on “Thy Strong Word” 11 am Saturday - hear practical 
application of our Lutheran Confessions on “Concord Matters” You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org 
and wherever you get your podcasts! Find the programs on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

IT’S TIME TO COLLECT FOR SHOEBOXES 
We will be filling 50 SHOEBOXES, 25 of each for boys and girls ages 10-14. We will do more IF we have 
enough items for other age groups . We need to collect soap, wash cloths, 
clothes, and toys. 

WE HAVE ENOUGH PENCILS AND ERASERS, COMBS AND 25 BAGS. We will again apply for a grant to 
make Kits for Kids for tool kits and sewing kits. 

We are hosting the PROJECT LEADER WORKSHOP on Saturday, Sept. 11, from 10-12. Other church groups 
will be attending to learn more about Operation Christmas Child and to glean 
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will be attending to learn more about Operation Christmas Child and to glean some ideas from those of us who 
have packed shoeboxes before. We hope you can attend and share your experience. 
of us who have packed shoeboxes before. We hope you can attend and share your experience. 

SHOEBOX CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENTS - This year I will list items on an ornament (similar 
to a Christmas 

Tree Angel) that will list items needed for you to pick up. You may take as many ornaments as you’d like, but 
return them with the shoebox items so we’ll know what has returned. If you’d like to order now in bulk. Let me 
know so I can remove the items from the list and ornaments. 

Listed below are the items needed, 50 of EACH (Items will also be on the Christmas Tree Ornaments). 
School Supplies: sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks 
Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, washcloths, and hair ties 

Clothing: T-shirts, socks, hats, flip flops 
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets. “Wow Item” / Toys: 
Delight a kid! Start with a medium to large item that will capture the child’s attention the instant he or she opens 
the box. Ideas include: Soccer ball with pump, Toys (puppets, trucks, etc.), Barbie Doll and outfit, musical 
instrument, Yo-yo, 
Musical instrument, jump rope, party noise makers, solar calculators, sunglasses, jewelry, flashlights, games, 
puzzles, books. 
A Personal Note: We will enclose a note to the child and a photo of St. John’s with our church address on the 
back. 
Do Not Include candy, toothpaste, used or damaged items; war related items 
such as toy guns, knives, or military figures. 

St. John’s Capital Campaign REALIZING GOD’S VISION

 Looking through the WINDOW OF FAITH vs the window of the world 

JUNE UPDATE: $23,000 toward the mortgage principal for 2021 

We can’t build a Family Life Center until we pay off our mortgage and meet our monthly budget. Our Goal is to 
pay off the mortgage by 2025. The window of the world has doubts about how this will happen. The WINDOW 
OF FAITH has shown us it can happen. With your extra giving, some of you just $10 a week toward the 
mortgage, for the month of May we not only met our monthly budget but also paid 1 2/3 extra payment toward 
the principle – more than we asked = $2,685! 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Applying Bible Principles 
King David had an intensely strong desire to build a temple for God to replace the temporary tabernacle that 
was showing signs of deterioration. Yet, because he was a man of war, God did not allow him to achieve that 
worthy goal. Instead, David’s son, Solomon, was given the privilege of building the temple. David’s role was 
limited to providing the materials which would be used to construct the temple. 

Unlike some people, David did not recoil in distaste at this role or refuse to participate because he was not 
granted his first desire. He rejoiced at being allowed by God to lead the people in gathering the necessary 
materials. And what was really significant was the fact that he didn’t have to coerce people into giving the gold, 
silver and other items needed for the temple. In fact, he didn’t even have to have a Capital Campaign or any 
type of fund-raising drive. 

First Chronicles 29 gives the record of this event. Repeatedly, we find the word “willingly” used to describe the 
response of the people in giving to the Lord. There was no coercion or intimidation. No guilt trip was laid on 
anyone because he didn’t give. There was not even the slightest hint of any kind of constrained or forced 
contribution. Instead, the people gave “willingly” so that the temple might be erected for God’s glory. 

Five hundred years later, when the temple was being rebuilt by Ezra, that same spirit prevailed. Just as in the 
initial construction, the people offered to God what was needed, and they did so “willingly.” 
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God’s universal principle about giving is this: Give willingly from the heart. That theme runs throughout both the 
Old and New Testaments. We are to give willingly from the heart, not because we have to give or because we 
made a commitment to give, but because we have decided in our hearts to give. 

As managers and stewards of what God has entrusted to us, when we give, we are only giving back to God 
what was His in the first place. When we give “willingly,” we are blessed, and God is glorified by our spirit of 
willing obedience. 

The Apostle Paul expressed it this way to the Corinthian church: “Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” That’s the key — not giving because 
we have to but giving willingly in a manner that allows giving to be one of life’s most enjoyable pleasures. 

Frances Ridley Havergal wrote these lines which we so often sing without really thinking of their meaning: 

Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold. 

After writing those words, Frances Ridley Havergal did what she sang. In her personal writings, ‘Take my silver 
and my gold’ meant shipping off all her jewelry — including a cabinet which was fit for a countess — and she 
wrote, “I never packed a box with such pleasure.” 

What about you? As you give to our work in REALIZING GOD’S VISION, is your giving marked by a sense of 
obligation and duty, or are you giving “willingly” from the heart? 
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