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Peace Prevails in the Midst of Disaster 

When my submarine was at sea we ran drills.  We practiced what we would do if someone fell 
overboard, we had a fire or water started coming into the people space.  We practiced all the 
time and I'm so grateful because disasters happen.  For example, we had four different fires 
on the submarines that I served on and all that practice paid off.  I still remember the smell of 
smoke, the sound of the alarm, the sight of masked people running all over the place, and the 
sweet sound of fire extinguishers.   

But in the midst of all of that peace prevailed.  Not because what was going on was pleasant but 
because we had practiced it so many times.  We knew what we were doing so we would put out 
the fire and fix the ship.  It was going to be okay.  That's exactly what happened.  Peace 
prevailed in the midst of disaster. 

But it doesn't always.  Sometimes people tell us that everything is going to be okay and it 
doesn't work out well for a variety of reasons.  They may tell you it'll be okay so that you'll stay 
calm.  They may tell it'll be okay because they don't know better.  In either case I call that 
peace faking and it has devastating consequences.  We lose our ability to trust people and 
institutions and we lose hope.  It's devastating and it is so prevalent today.  We lose hope in our 
political leaders, our spouses and even our religious leaders. 

Don't be a peace faker!  Jesus came so that peace can prevail in the midst of disaster.  So that 
we can know real peace.  A peace that transcends disaster.  Listen to Jesus speak to his 
disciples.  They're struggling with disaster.  Jesus has been warning them that he must die and 
now he tells them that they're going to be scattered.  Their world is coming apart.  Then in 
John 16:33 he says, "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  In the 
world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world." 

Tribulation and disaster is real.  We will all experience it.  But the peace that Jesus offers us is 
real as well and they're meant to coexist!  The peace that Jesus gives us prevails in the midst 
of disaster.  Here's how.  Jesus goes to the cross where he dies for your sins and mine.  He 
rises on the third day so that we know that sin, death and the devil have been defeated.  So 
that every time we confess our sins we rise to new life.  Every day we celebrate our new life in 
Christ.  We're well practiced so that when disaster strikes we know it's going to be okay.  
We're good at giving things to Jesus and he said, "But take heart; I have overcome the world."  
Peace prevails in the midst of disaster! 
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Return to the Lord during the Season of Lent 

In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the coming judgment of God, the Day 
of the Lord.  The imagery is both bold and terrifying:  hordes of locusts swarming over the land 
and decimating everything.  Joel’s prophecy has teeth particularly today the increasing 
polarization of our society leads to violence, a pandemic ravages our population and our culture 
seems to be unraveling.  But right in the middle of this frightening picture, we find a beautiful 
invitation from the Lord:  “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster” (Joel 2:13).  God’s 
invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and accomplishes all 
that God declares.  During this season of Lent, we will consider the theme “Return to the Lord” 
and examine how the call to return played out in practical ways for the people who walked 
alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God’s grace and mercy on our behalf, 
taking God’s wrath upon Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and relent, and leave a 
blessing behind Him” (Joel 2:14).  Each sermon in this series focuses on a particular event in 
Christ's Passion, with a special focus on the people involved in the event and how each of us is 
called to return to the Lord. 

Family Life Center Update 
Our vision is to ultimately open a Family Life Center which will utilize our experience 
coordinating the community effort to lead Feeding Farmville to coordinate a community effort 
to assist those in need throughout the year.  During this past year our leaders talked and 
prayed about our focus on making disciples of Jesus and we realized that we don't have a plan 
for making disciples from unbelievers.  We do a lot to help existing disciples grow in their faith  
but not a lot to introduce people to Jesus.  While we talked about how we could do that it was 
suggested that the Family Life Center would be a fabulous way and we realized that we needed 
to start talking about how to get this started. 

Since then our Social Ministry group has been examining how we get started.  We looked at 
different services we would like to offer the community.  Things like help with unemployment, 
finances, drug addiction, pornography, and PTSD.  Let's be clear.  We don't want to replace 
what others are already doing but we'd like to help people understand how God's Word speaks 
to these issues and then help people take advantage of existing resources.  We decided that we 
should start with helping those looking for a job. 

Next we examined existing programs designed to help prepare people for the workplace from a 
Biblical perspective.  We evaluated two different programs and settled on one called Jobs for 
Life.  You can learn more about them at www.jobsforlife.com. 

Here's how they describe their work.  Millions of people in the world today are without work or 
underemployed.  Without meaningful work, there is a loss of purpose and dignity.  This creates a 
vicious cycle of poverty—economically, spiritually, and emotionally.  For years, the Church has 
been engaged in the fight to break this cycle of poverty.  A majority of the Church’s effort and 

http://www.jobsforlife.com/
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resources for those in need however, begins with food, housing, and clothing.  At the bottom of 
the list is work. 

But without employment, and the means to actually provide for themselves and their families, 
the cycle continues.  So what if we flipped the list and equipped churches to start helping their 
community find meaningful work?  What if we started lending a hand instead of just a handout?  
At Jobs for Life, we believe the Local Church can break this cycle of joblessness and poverty.  
Where families are restored and children grow up with hope and a future.  Where communities 
and entire cities are renewed because purpose and dignity have been restored. 

Then, not only will we be flipping the way we use our time and resources on behalf of those in 
need, we will be flipping the way the world views the Church, the work, and the poor.  We will 
become the Church that Christ called us to be (2 Corinthians 5:16-17). 

We are planning to send two of our members to a virtual conference in March to learn more 
about how to implement the Jobs for Life model in Farmville.  If you're interested in helping us 
speak to Pastor or join us for a Social Ministry meeting. 

Stained Glass Window Project Update 

We have received $43,787 towards our stained glass window project.  That amounts to 72% of 
the $61,000 we need to complete the project.  Praise the Lord for the way He is working 
through so many people to make this a reality.  These incredible windows we bring to life for 
years to come the truth found in Psalm 46:1.  "God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble." 

If you would like to work with the artist who will be designing these beautiful windows please 
contact Pastor Sorenson.  A group will work with the company to approve concepts and designs. 

Mission of the Month - SED Seminary Fund 

Your gift to the mission of the month will go to help people who are preparing to serve the 
Church.  The Lord taught your pastor so much as he went through the seminary.  One of the 
most important lessons was that I could trust the Lord to provide for me and my family.  He did 
that through gifts that came from all over the place including from my district.  This loving 
support showed me yet once again that God always takes care of me.  Your support today is 
sharing that same message with people today prepare to serve the Lord as pastors and 
teachers!  You can put a gift in the offering (designate for MOM) or the special basket. 

When Helping Hurts - A Small Group Experience 

Wednesday nights a small group is going to meet in Zoom in learn more about how we can share 
the Word of the Lord with our neighbors in need.  We're using a book called When Helping 
Hurts as the basis for our discussion. 
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When Helping Hurts offers a different framework for thinking about poverty and its 
alleviation.  Rather than simply defining it as a lack of material things, the book addresses the 
roots of the issue:  broken relationships with God, self, others, and the rest of creation. 
Join us on the Bible study link beginning February 3rd at 7 pm. 

My Stewardship Journey 
Where am I going, what should I be doing, what’s going to happen?  These are questions I ask 
frequently, often to no avail.  We don’t get to see into the future.  God only gives us what we 
need to make it through today, as tomorrow isn’t here yet.  I like to think that I am in control 
of my future; I plan, I set goals and I prepare.  But really, I’m like an ant on a log floating down 
the river who only thinks he is steering the log.  To find peace, I must surrender and quit trying 
to steer the log.  And so I look to my favorite bible verse and trust God when he says in 
Jeremiah 29, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.  Many days I feel God is telling me to be 
patient, that He has something bigger planned for me.  
A stewardship lifestyle is about trust.  It begins with being loved by God and being chosen by 
God.  What I do is a response to God’s love, grace and forgiveness.  He en-trusts me to manage 
his gifts and the life that he has given me and He equips me with what I need to do His 
work.  In Hebrews 8:10, he tells us “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them 
on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  God entrusts me to do 
the next right thing, to know what to do, to be responsible, honest and diligent and guides me as 
a light to my path every step of the way.  
An essential part of stewardship is to discover what my talent is and then to put that talent to 
work to help others as the bible tells us in 1Peter 4:10, “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace”.  I have many gifts, I am truly 
blessed.  But I was thinking how important it is to know your purpose, and how bad it would be if 
we got it wrong.  Jesus made His purpose very clear in John 3:17 when he says “God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world but that in order that the world might be saved 
through him.” Each of us, as a child of God, is called to a purpose.  For what purpose does God 
want me to use my gifts and talents here at St. John’s? Serving on council and chairing the 
Stewardship Committee are just a starting place. Who is He trying to reach out there? This has 
been my stewardship journey and these have been my questions as God continues to speak to my 
heart.  I hope that you too will take a stewardship journey and consider your talents and 
purpose and how we together can further our mission at St. John’s to experience and share the 
love of Jesus Christ and to broaden our vision as a refuge to our neighbor. 
Blessings, 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Marion Kyner 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION (LWML)  

As the coronavirus spread after the holidays causing quarantines and more social distancing, we 
canceled our normal January meeting.  Thankfully, it seems to be slowing down a bit, so we will 
resume our regular meeting for February on the 9th at 9:30.  We were not able to choose and 
send out our annual donations in December because we had not had our fund raiser before that 
meeting.  Therefore, the February meeting will be when we choose the charities and 
organizations where we will send our donations.  The Bake Sale that we had in December was a 
great success with a totally different format.  We thank the congregation and their friends 
who ordered the items that we prepared for sale: cookies, pies, cakes, and candies.  I hope 
everyone enjoyed these tasty treats or shared them with friends and loved ones.  I did, but I 
also ate my fair share.  Everything was so delicious!  

Treasurer’s Report 

Balance in Stained Glass Window fund  

as of 1/24/2021   

St John's now has a brokerage account with Thrivent. 

We recently received a gift of some stock which we received through this account. 

If you are interested in giving stock to the church, it can now be transferred directly to this 
account.  Please see Catherine Varner for more information. 

 St John's Lutheran 
Church

 2020 Year's 
total 

Total Collections   $     203,415.16

Savings/Stocks Used
 $        
38,681.50

Total Expenses  $     224,441.07

Additional Mortgage 
paid

 $          
6,467.63

2020 Gifts included in total above  
 Stained Glass $13,977  
Feeding Farmville $3,585 

 $ 43,787.00


	Marion Kyner

